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What is LAW?

Law is a legislative system of rules 
particular to a given country or community 

that regulates the actions of its’ citizens 
and enslaved members 

with penalties set 
after deducing from the statement of facts 

the degree of restitution or other punishment 
for the alleged infraction.

      

P  reface

Pro Bono Legal Fund 
 www.probonolegalfund.org

probonolegalfund.org was created to assist both lawyers and those seeking the assist-
ance of a lawyer. The aim of the fund is to assist those in need of legal representation that 
cannot afford those services to be able to pay for a portion of those needed services. Simply, 
probonolegalfund.org’s purpose is to  pay for the first one hour consultation fees of those needing 
legal representation. Our goal is to pay toward the consultation fees and/or other legal needs of 
those selected by our team needing legal services. In paying those fees, we will challenge attor-
neys to “match” our payment through a “probono legal challenge” which will allow the public 
up to $300 in monies to pay for their needed legal consulting services. These legal services may 
range from business start up applications, copyright & enfringement laws, sports & entertainment 
advisory services, family law, criminal law issues and other needed services.

When an attorney purchases any one of our Deliberations Art Giclee’s and/or accompanying 
Book Set, probonolegalfund.org will donate 20% of the profits to the fund, which is free to the 
public on a first-come, first-received bases and approved by our team. Our goal is to provide a 
minimum of $1,000,000 (one-million dollars) toward the fund through the sale of the Delibera-
tions project. Through our “attorney challenge”, we hope to provide an additional $1,000,000 to 
the fund which will allow over 6,500 people to have free legal advice and services.

When an attorney purchases any Giclee Art Print and/or Book Set, they have the option of up-
loading their own BIO and photograph to the webstie and they will be highlighted as the first 
attorney listed in their “keepsake” book set. The cover of the book(s) are designed to be person-
alized with the attorney’s name and law firm printed on the cover as well. The purchasing attor-
ney’s name is also placed on the “Honor Roll” of the probonolegalfund.org website which gives 
the participating attorney market visibility through our promotions and marketing campaigns. 
Potential consumers can visit the website to find a particiapting attorney to assist them with their 
legal needs. In essence probonolegalfund.org becomes a vehicle for the attorney’s to reach their 
potential clients as well as those in need of legal services find a “caring” attorney to assist them 
with their legal issues.

probonolegalfund.org is a free attorney listing service for both the attorney and the needing con-
sumer, well needed, and designed to help both the general public and attorneys alike. The Book 
Set is designed to showcase attorney’s, past and present.
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W ILLIAM
REGINALD 
“REGGIE”

                 COLBERT

...was born in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma in 1952 to 
Odessa Faye Perryman 
(Colbert) and Jimmy 
Colbert. After complet-
ing high school and to 
begin his undergraduate 
studies in Fine Art, Col-

bert enrolled into the University of Minnesota in Min-
neapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota. While a student there, he 
accepted an internship with the Minneapolis Star and Tri-
bune newspaper in their cold type division. His job was 
to set type, in reverse, for the printing department. 
 Colbert’s true print production journey began when 
the nineteen year old freshman student’s greater graph-
ic talents were recognized by management. After only a 
few months on the job, he was moved to the advertising 
and layout department where he was given the task of 
creating layouts for retail advertisers. His creative designs 
caught the owner’s eye of one of the newspaper’s largest 
advertisers at the time, Walsh’s Grocery Stores located in 
Bloomington. He was given that account to personally 
serve. Within six months, he had produced more agate 
lines of type and layout than some workers who had been 
on the job for several years.
 Unfortunately for the Star and Tribune, when the cold 
Minnesota winter came, Colbert found the weather to 
bearing for him so he left the newspaper and the Univer-
sity of Minnesota after only two quarters, transferring to 
Arizona State University in Tempe and warmer weather. 
There, still a freshman, he co-founded with fellow actor, 
Rod Ambrose, a theatrical company, The Peculiar Institu-
tion Theatre Ensemble, PITE for short. For the next four 
years, the troupe would create, write, and produce many 
campus and local Phoenix area theatrical productions 
that brought social awareness to issues surrounding many 
societal ills as well as international civil rights issues, 
including  Apartheid in South Africa. Their most famed 
production was that of the Tony Award winning South Af-
rican play, “Sizwe Bansi is Dead”. 
 For his efforts, Colbert was selected out of five thou-
sand students in 1976, to become the Stage Manager in 
Washington, D.C. for Smithsonian Institutions’ twelve 
week art and cultural production for the Bi-Centennial 

celebration of the United States. At twenty-three years 
old, he became the co-third ranking manager for the Afri-
can Diaspora section of the Bi-Centennial. In that role, he 
oversaw performing artists, musicians, painters, folk story 
tellers, and a twenty-five member production team with 
selected volunteers in the Diaspora’s production needs 
and the artists’ required services.
 Since then and for forty years, Colbert has owned and 
operated several graphic and print production companies 
and has produced and printed many decorative and fine 
art reproductions for many world renown artist. He has 
produced print production for corporations, associations 
and organizations as one of the few minority printing op-
erations in the country. His graphic design abilities have 
awarded him the opportunity to attract artist, corporate, 
educational and health care professionals as clients. 
 Combining his graphic arts talents with those of illus-
trators, painters and portrait artists, he and his companies 
were able to create magazine layouts, medical drawings 
for educational training, comic book illustrations, chil-
dren’s book drawings, and decorative and fine art repro-
ductions that have been seen and collected around the 
world. His company was one of the early graphic design 
and printing companies selected by Range Rover when 
they brought their cars to the United States and was se-
lected by the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. to produce 
the print production for the 2011 unveiling of the Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Memorial on the National Mall. Col-
bert also created, published and  commissioned the silk 
screen, Letter From Birmingham Jail, by famed artist Jo-
seph Holston for the event.
 In producing this publication and accompanying gi-
clee print, Colbert’s desire is to help attorney’s through 
pro bono efforts take on cases they would not otherwise 
take on as the client may not be able to afford their ser-
vices. Proceeds from the sale of this publication and gi-
clee are earmarked as a donation to legal bar associations 
across the country to aid in the legal support of those 
in need of legal help. Through the probonolegalfund.org 
website, Colbert’s hopes are to assist those in need of le-
gal services obtain those services. This is his way of given 
back to those in need as well as assisting attorney’s build 
their client base through community service. 
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Honoring 

African American Lawyers

THE FOLLOWING ATTORNEYS ARE LISTED ALPHABETICALLY
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JULIA
PERRY
COOPER

     MACK

…was born on July 17, 
1920 in Fayetteville, 
North Carolina to Emily 
McCoy Perry and Dal-
las Leary Perry, Jr.. She 
received her Bachelor 
of Arts degree in math-

ematics from Hampton, University in Hampton, Virginia 
in 1940. After receiving her undergraduate degree, Mack 
moved to Washington, D.C.. She taught school in Bal-
timore, Maryland, a short forty-five minute drive from 
Washington.
 While teaching, Mack studied for her law degree at 
Howard University School of Law in Washington, D.C. 
where she received her law degree magna com laude in 
1951. She took a job in private practice for several years 
before becoming a trial attorney for the Justice Depart-
ment in 1954. At the Justice Department, she litigated 
over three hundred criminal cases.
 In 1968, Mack took a position with the U.S. Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission as General Coun-
sel. She served as General Counsel for five years. She was 
then promoted to Deputy General Counsel in 1973. She 
served as the Deputy General Counsel for two years.
 While operating her law firm, Mack served in several 
capacities at her alma mater, Howard University’ School 
of Law. She taught classes, served as the Secretary for 
the Deans of the law school. She also served as the law 
school’s law clerk.  
 In 1975, Mack was appointed as a Justice to the 
District of Columbia Court of Appeals by then President 
Gerald R. Ford. As Washington, D.C. is not officially a 
state but a District, Congress established the Court under 
the federal “District of Columbia Self-Government Act”.  
With her appointment, Judge Mack became the first Afri-
can American woman to serve on the District of Colum-
bia Court of Appeals. Her appointment to the Court made 
her the first African American woman to be appointed to 
any Court of Appeals in the United States as well. She 
would serve on the bench for the next fourteen years. 
She eventually became a Senior Judge until she took full 
retirement in 2001.

 Judge Mack was the recipient of several awards given 
her for her distinguished service to the legal profession. 
The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission gave 
tribute to Judge Mack, as did the Federal Bar Association. 
The Howard University Law School named an award in 
her honor, “The Ollie May Cooper Award”. 
 Judge Mack was married twice. She first married Jerry 
Cooper. Unfortunately, that marriage ended in divorce. 
She later married Clifford J. Mack who preceded her 
in death in 1971. Judge Mack was a member of the St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church in Washington.
 Judge Julia Perry Cooper Mack died on January 17, 
2014. She was ninety-three years old. 
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WILEY
W. 
MANUEL

...was born on August 
28, 1927 in Oakland 
California to Gradella  
and Curtis Manuel. His 
mother was a servant 
and his father was a rail-
road dining car waiter 
for the Southern Pacific 
Railroad Company. The 

family had relocated from New Orleans, Louisiana to 
Oakland when Manueal was a child. 
 Manuel attended elementary school, junior high and 
high school in Oakland and Berkeley. After graduating 
from high school, he attended the University of California 
at Berkeley. Once his undergraduate studies were com-
pleted, he enrolled into Hastings College of Law in San 
Francisco graduating in 1953. While at Hastings, Manuel 
was the Editor in Chief of the Hastings Law Journal. His 
first two years at the school, he was the number one stu-
dent in his class and in his senior year, he was number 
two. Manuel was also a member of the Thurston Honor 
Society and the Order of Coif.
 In his first legal job after leaving Hastings, Manuel 
became a Student Legal Assistant of then  Attorney Gen-
eral, Edmund G. “Pat” Brown, Sr., in his San Francisco 
office. In 1953, at the young age of twenty-six, Manuel 
passed the California state bar exam was appointed as a 
Deputy Attorney General the same year. The appointment 
came due to his exceptional grades, his placement in his 
graduating class and thanks to a state wide program that 
sought the top law students for hiring of coveted positions 
in the California legal field.
 As Deputy Attorney General, Manuel was charged 
with reviewing and  editing opinions prior to their being 
presented to the Attorney General for final approval. It 
was not long before he was recognized by other Attorney 
Generals for his keen sense of writing and his accuracy 
to the merits of a case. After six years of diligent editorial 
scrutiny, in 1959, Manual was promoted to a coveted se-
nior legal deputy grade IV position, and the head of the 
administrative law section.
 In May of 1970, Manuel received another promotion 
by then Attorney General Thomas Lynch. He was given 
the position of Assistant Attorney General. In this role as 
an executive managing lawyer, he took on the more mun-

dane tasks of administrative matters including balancing 
budgets, disciplinary and managerial actions of deputies, 
and the hiring of public administrative law section em-
ployees state wide. Manual was equal to the tasks and 
again was recognized by his superiors for his outstanding 
contributions to executing the laws of the State. He was 
named as the Chief Assistant Attorney General.
 As the Chief, he would lead the civil division and 
become the head of the San Francisco office. In his du-
ties, Manuel was responsible for the oversight of over 175 
attorneys throughout the state. He instilled in each of the 
lawyers under him a sense of pride in their workmanship 
demanding their highest level of craftsmanship in their 
responsibilities and the editing of their briefs.
 In 1976, after twenty-three years serving in the State 
Attorney General’s Office, now Governor Edmund G. 
Brown Jr. appointed him to the Superior Court bench in 
Alameda County. With his appointment, Manuel became 
the first African American to serve on the California Su-
preme Court. As a member of the seven member court, 
Manual generally took a middle-of-the-road approach to 
his decisions often being the deciding vote between the 
conservative and liberal judges opinions. 
 As a Supreme Court Justice, Manual was deeply con-
cerned about the problems he saw in black defendants. 
During his tenure in the Attorney General’s office, he did 
not have much dealings with criminal law as he handled 
mostly administrative duties. As a Justice, he now saw 
first hand the perils of many of the black defendants in 
the briefs that came before the court. He gave assurance 
to all that came before the court that fairness was in play.
 Manuel, during his lengthy career in law served many 
organizations in their quest for equal and civil justice. He 
supported the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People and the Boy Scouts organization. He 
served as the President of the Charles Houston Bar Asso-
ciation, the California Association of Black Lawyers, and 
the Judicial Council of the National Bar Association. He 
was active in his social fraternity, Sigma Pi Phi and served 
as Grand Knight of the Berkeley Council of the Knights of 
Columbus. For the St. Pascal’s Roman Catholic Church in 
Oakland in served as a lector.
 Wiley W. Manuel, having had colon surgery previ-
ously, was readmitted to the Providence Hospital in Oak-
land where he died at the age of fifty-three.

THURGOOD 
MARSHALL

...was born on July 2, 
1908, in Baltimore, 
Maryland. He was the 
second child born to 
Norma Arica Williams, 
an elementary school 
teacher, and William 
Canfield Marshall, a 

country club steward and waiter. Thurgood’s parents 
placed put the  importance on education first, while en-
couraging Thurgood and his brother to think and to learn. 
As a punishment, whenever Thurgood would get into trou-
ble at school, he was made to memorize sections of the 
U.S. Constitution. This punishment served him well later 
on in his decades long legal career.
     Collegiately, he attended Lincoln University in Pennsylva-
nia, working several jobs to pay his tuition. After being sus-
pended briefly in his second year, Thurgood became a bit 
more serious about his studies. He completed his Bachelor’s 
degree program win 1930 and enrolled in the law school of 
Howard University, Washington, D.C., graduating in 1933. 
While at Howard, he was influenced by Charles Houston 
(1895-1950) and other legal scholars who developed and 
perfected methods for winning civil rights lawsuits.
     Marshall passed the Maryland bar exam and began prac-
ticing law in his office in Baltimore, Maryland serving as 
Counsel for the Baltimore branch of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). In 1935, 
he successfully attacked segregation and discrimination in 
education by participating in the desegregation of the Uni-
versity of Maryland Law School, a school which denied his 
admission because of his race. Successfully desegregating the 
law school, Marshall completed his degree. He subsequently 
was admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for the fourth, fifth, and eighth 
circuits, and the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
Louisiana.
     In 1939, Marshall became Director of the NAACP’s Legal 
Defense and Education Fund. He won twenty-nine of the thir-
ty-two civil rights cases that he brought before the Supreme 
Court, earning him the title of “America’s Outstanding Civil 
Rights Lawyer.” During his trials, he and his aides were under 
constant death threats as they dealt with some of the lower 
courts in some southern states. 

     Marshall worked on some of some of America’s landmark 
cases including Smith v. Allwright (1944), which gave African 
Americans the right to vote in Democratic primary elections; 
Morgan v. Virginia (1946), which outlawed the state’s poli-
cy of segregation as it applied to bus transportation between 
different states; Sweatt v. Painter (1950), requiring the admis-
sion of an African American student to the University of Texas 
Law School; and most famously, Brown v. Board of Education 
(1954), which outlawed segregation in public schools. 
 In 1951, the NAACP sent Marshall to Japan and Korea to in-
vestigate complaints that African American soldiers convicted 
by U.S. Army and courts-martialed had not received fair trials. 
His appeal arguments led to reduced sentences for twenty-two of 
the forty soldiers.
       In September of 1961, President John F. Kennedy nom-
inated Marshall for Judge of the Second Court of Appeals. 
Marshall was confirmed by the Senate that year. Three years 
later Marshall accepted an appointment from President Lyn-
don Johnson as Solicitor General. From that position, Mar-
shall successfully defended the United States in a number 
of important cases concerning industry. Through the Solicitor 
General office, he defended civil rights actions on behalf of 
all American people rather than that as a Counsel strictly for 
African Americans.       
 In 1967, Marshall was nominated by President Johnson as 
Associate Justice to the U.S. Supreme Court. The nomination was 
strongly opposed by several southern Senators on the Judiciary 
Committee, but Marshall twas confirmed by a vote of sixty-nine 
to eleven. He took his seat on October 2, 1967, becoming the 
first African American justice to sit on the Supreme Court of 
the United States.
    While on the bench, Marshall remained a strong believ-
er in individual rights and never wavered in his devotion to 
end discrimination. He voted to uphold a woman’s right to 
abortion and his opinions covered areas surrounding the en-
vironment, the right of appeal of persons convicted of drug 
charges, failure to report for and submit to service in the U.S. 
armed forces, and the rights of Native Americans.
     Marshall’s numerous honors including more than twen-
ty honorary degrees, the University of Maryland Law School 
was named in his honor, as were a varrious elementary and 
secondary schools around the country. He received the 
NAACP’s Spingarn Medal, the Negro Newspaper Publisher 
Association’s Russwurm Medal, and the Living Makers of Ne-
gro History Award of the lota Phi Lambda Sorority. His name 
is inscribed on the honor roll of the Schomburg History Col-
lection of New York for the Advancement of Race Relations. 
     Thurgood Marshall died on January 24, 1993 at the age of 
eighty-four in Bethesda, Maryland.
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JOHN
ROBERT
MARKS, III

…was born on July 25, 
1947. He received his 
Bachelor of Science de-
gree from Florida State 
University in Tallahassee 
in 1969. He remained at 
Florida State to obtain 
his law degree earning it 

in 1972. Marks was one of the first African American stu-
dents to integrate the university. While at the university, 
Marks became a member of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. 
 Before beginning his law profession, Marks served 
in the military serving in the Air Force. By the end of the 
four years he spent in the military, 1972-1976, he had 
been promoted to a JAG officer (Judge Advocate Gener-
al). Completing his military service, Marks returned to 
Tallahassee.
 After receiving his law degree and passing the Florida 
State Bar exam, Marks began to practice law. Over the 
next several years, he would take on local clients ser-
vicing minor and major cases. He became involved with 
local politics and supported several candidates in their 
elections to public office.
 In 1979, then Governor Bob Graham appointed 
Marks to the Florida Public Service Commission as an 
Administrative Law Judge. He served on the Commission 
for eight years. While serving, he was instrumental in im-
plementing the Federal Public Utility Regulatory Policies 
Act (PURPA). 
 In 2003, Scott Maddox was serving as the Mayor of 
Tallahassee. He was then elected Chairman of the Florida 
Democratic Party. Marks was asked to fill in as Mayor for 
Maddox until a special election for Mayor could be held. 
Marks decided to enter the race to succeed Maddox. Out 
of the three candidates running for Mayor, Marks placed 
first winning forty-three percent of the votes. 
 Since no candidate received more than fifty percent 
of the votes, a runoff was held between Marks and sec-
ond place winner, Republican John Paul Bailey was held. 
Marks won the runoff winning the votes two to one. In 
receiving over sixty-seven percent of the votes, Marks be-
came the new Mayor of Tallahassee, Florida.
 Marks would go on to serve as Mayor for eleven 
years. Elected to three consecutive terms, he served as 
Mayor longer than any other Mayor of Tallahassee had 

ever served. He was the fifth African American to serve as 
a Mayor in the United States. In 2014, Marks decided not 
to enter his name for re-election.
 As Mayor, Marks worked to make Tallahassee a better 
place to live for the city’s residents than his predecessor. 
He took on environmental issues and championed green 
efforts. Under Marks, Tallahassee was the first U.S. city to 
develop a smart grid system to support electric, gas and wa-
ter utilities. He tackled the issues of the city’s homeless and 
worked to create new jobs for those seeking employment. 
 Marks did have naysayers that were dissatisfied with 
some of his actions as Mayor. In is last term, he came un-
der fire when it was learned that a deferred compensation 
plan existed for Marks from a nonprofit Atlanta Internet 
company that the Mayor was negotiating with to provide 
a $1.6 million city project to bring high speed Internet 
service to Tallahassee’s under served. That project never 
materialized, which Marks believes was a disservice to 
the lower income children of Tallahassee.
 His last term was tainted with spats of disagreements 
with critics over ethics complaints, which drew a Federal 
Bureau of Investigation review. After an investigation of 
the accusations, Marks was exonerated. Although cleared 
of any wrong doing, the city government approved an 
amendment to the city charter that made extensive chang-
es to the rules on ethics that the city implemented as a 
guideline for future operations.
 Overall, Marks left a legacy with the residents of Tal-
lahassee that include improvements to the city and their 
lives. He is credited with the re-development of Cascades 
Park, Tallahassee’s version of New York City’s Central 
Park. The Market Square and Midtown areas have grown 
to become booming residential and business centers and 
the Gaines Street corridor was transformed.
 After leaving the Mayor’s Office, Marks became a 
partner in his own law firm, Marks & Marks with his son, 
John R. Marks, IV. He also served as an Adjunct Profes-
sor at Florida State University’s College of Law where he 
taught Utility Regulatory Law classes. He is also a faculty 
member of the National Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners. 
 Marks serves as General Counsel at FBMC Benefits 
Management, Inc., a company that manages customized 
employee benefit packages for private, public, and cor-
porate clients. He has also served as the Vice Chairman of 
Fringe Benefits Management Company and as Managing 
Partner at Yoss LLP. 
 

HAROLD
M.
MARSH, SR.

…was born in Richmond, 
Virginia. He attended the 
University of Virginia in 
Charlottesville, Virginia 
where he obtained both 
his undergraduate degree. 
For he law degree, he re-
mained at the University of 
Virginia where he earned 
his Juris Doctorate degree. 

 Before obtaining his law degree, Marsh enlisted into the 
United States Marine Corps to fulfill his military duties. After 
completing his stint in the Marines, Marsh returned to Rich-
mond taking a job in teaching at Virginia State University in 
nearby Petersburg. He then joined his brother’s law firm of Hill, 
Tucker & Marsh.
 At Hill, Tucker & Marsh located in his hometown of Rich-
mond, Marsh became the Managing Partner of the firm. While 
serving as Managing Partner, he also served as a Substitute 
Judge for the local Municipal Court. The law, as a leading Rich-
mond law firm, took on some of the most important cases af-
fecting Richmond and Virginia as it relates to African American 
concerns. 
 As Managing Partner, along with his brother Henry, Oliver 
W. Hill Sr., and Samuel W. Tucker, the firm took on cases in-
volving civil rights, school segregation, equal employment, and 
to promote single-member voting for the districts represented 
in the Virginia General Assembly. In Quarles v. Philip Morris, 
the first U.S. legal case involving racial discrimination in em-
ployment, Marsh and his partners took on tobacco giant Phil-
ip Morris, located in Richmond. The case would set precedent 
that prohibited the system of department seniority hiring and 
required the tobacco giant and other employers to set equal pay 
requirements.
 In the 1981 case of Gravely v. Robb, the law group forced 
the adoption of single-member districts by the Virginia Gener-
al Assembly. The enacted law made voter representation more 
specific to a district. It also allowed more minority candidates 
to have an opportunity to be elected from the districts in which 
they resided.
 In 1970, the voting power in Richmond underwent a tre-
mendous and dramatic shift, after Curtis Holt, Sr., a local civ-
il rights activists filed a lawsuit to halt city elections. The city 
had annexed twenty-three square miles of Chesterfield County, 
which Holt felt had diluted Richmond’s black voters’ power. 
Holt was able to win a stay on the City Council elections by the 
federal courts. The matter was resolved in 1976, when the City 
changed its’ election process from an at-large seating arrange-
ment to a ward based system implemented in all nine Richmond 
voting districts. Holt’s determination resulted in the city electing 
for the first time a majority African American City Council. The 
Council had nine members and five of them became African 
American.

 Marsh took personal interest in the well being of the chil-
dren of Richmond. He gave generously to the young people of 
the city and worked to improve their lives. He took personal 
interest in the Richmond high school that his children attend-
ed, particularly the school’s track and cross-country teams. Re-
ferred to as “Team Dad” and “Mr. T.J.”, the members of the 
team came to rely on Marsh for support and guidance and he 
gladly delivered. 
 As a mentor to the young people of the school and those 
of the city, Marsh was tireless in his pursuit of giving confi-
dence and direction to the young. He established the Harold 
M. Marsh, Sr. Connections Institute, which teaches high school 
student leaders about racial diversity and inclusion for all.
 For his church, Hood Temple A.M.E. Zion Church, Marsh 
was a dedicated and gracious member. He served the church as 
a Trustee and served on many of the church’s committees. He 
gave time to the church’s Kitchen Committee, many times leav-
ing his office to serve during a set function and then returning 
to his office after hours to complete his legal work.
 In his work, both professionally and personally, Marsh 
chose an understated approach, leaving the fanfare for others 
choosing. He preferred to be in the background, without pub-
licity or self-aggrandizement, letting his work product or his 
service to those he represented speak for itself. As a community 
benefactor, if and when asked for his time or service, without 
hesitation or delay, he would take on the task. Marsh’s commu-
nity service activities were aimed at helping those less fortunate 
and to give them hope for the future.
 In 1997, all of Marsh’s good works came to an end. Marsh 
was shot and killed while sitting in his car by a disgruntled home 
renter upset with one of Henry’s clients, the homeowner. While 
stopped at a traffic light on the corner of Hull Street and Cow-
ardin Avenue, the shooter recognizing Marsh, approached his 
car, pulled out a gun, and fired. It was later discovered that the 
shooter had fallen behind in his rent and was upset at the home-
owner and thought that Marsh had played a role in his upcoming 
eviction. Ironically, he had just left the Chesterfield Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations District Court where he was representing 
and assisting a client having family issues. He had just helped 
a client when another client’s associate decided to murder him. 
Marsh’s killer was ultimately sentenced to fifty-three years in 
prison.
 Well respected and loved by Richmond residents and his 
legal peers, Marsh was recognized by the Virginia state legis-
lature with the reading of a state joint House resolution on the 
floor of the Virginia General Assembly. With that, the Clerk of 
the House of Delegates prepared the resolution to be given to 
the family and placed in the archives of the Assembly. 
 In Marsh’s honor and that of his brother, Henry, the City of 
Richmond appropriated $23 million to renovate the Manchester 
Courthouse. As a gesture to Marsh and his brother, Henry, the 
courthouse was named in their honor, “Henry L. Marsh, III, and 
Harold M. Marsh, Sr., Manchester Courthouse”. The city also 
named streets in honor of the two beloved Richmond brothers. 
 Harold M. Marsh Sr. was murdered on July 23, 1997.
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HENRY
LEANDER
MARSH, III

…was born December 10, 
1933. His mother died when 
he was five years old. Unable 
to care for all of his children, 
Marsh’s father split the family 
apart with Marsh being sent 
to live with an aunt and uncle 
in rural Virginia. He attended 
a racially segregated school, 
Moonfield School, a one-room 
school that taught grades one 
through seven. The school had 

one teacher and seventy-eight students. When Marsh was eleven, his 
father was able to gather the family back together.
 Marsh was enrolled into the fifth grade at George Mason Elemen-
tary School in Richmond, Virginia. To show his resolve, Marsh’s father 
went back to school himself in order to show his children the impor-
tance of an education. Marsh graduated high school with honors from 
the Maggie L. Walker High School. He served as his senior class Presi-
dent, the President of the student chapter of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), and as the Editor of the 
school newspaper.
 To obtain his undergraduate degree, Marsh enrolled into Rich-
mond’s Virginia Union University where he received his Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Sociology in 1956. While at Virginia Union, Marsh op-
posed Virginia’s Massive Resistance efforts to keep Virginia’s schools 
segregated. In his efforts, he testified before the Virginia State General 
Assembly arguing for desegregation. Impressed with his demeanor, civil 
rights attorney Oliver W. Hill Sr. urged Marsh to look into a law career. 
He took Oliver up on the challenge.
 For his law degree, Marsh enrolled into Washington, D.C.’s How-
ard University Law School. He graduated from Howard in 1958 after 
completing his studies to obtain his LL.B. degree. He then joined the 
United States Army.
 Returning from the Army, Marsh, in 1961, joined forces with civ-
il rights attorney, Samuel W. Tucker to form the law firm of Tucker & 
Marsh. They soon were joined by Oliver Hill, Sr., the attorney that had 
urged Marsh to obtain a law degree. The firm changed its’ name to Hill, 
Tucker & Marsh. 
 The three attorneys then began to take on cases involving civil 
rights, school segregation, equal employment, and to promote sin-
gle-member voting for the districts represented in the Virginia General 
Assembly. In Quarles v. Philip Morris, the first U.S. legal case involv-
ing racial discrimination in employment, Marsh took on tobacco giant 
Philip Morris, located in Richmond. The case would set precedent that 
prohibited the system of department seniority hiring and required the 
tobacco giant and other employers to set equal pay requirements.
 In his 1981 case of Gravely v. Robb, Marsh forced the adoption of 
single-member districts by the Virginia General Assembly. The enacted 
law made voter representation more specific to a district. It also allowed 
more minority candidates to have an opportunity to be elected from the 
districts in which they resided.
 Several years later, Marsh decided to make a run for a seat on the 
Richmond City Council. In 1966, he was elected to the Council. Four 
years later, his fellow Council members elected him as Vice Mayor of 
Richmond. He would serve on the Council until 1991 when he was 
elected to the Virginia State Senate.

 In 1970, the voting power in Richmond underwent a tremendous 
and dramatic shift, after Curtis Holt, Sr., a local civil rights activists 
filed a lawsuit to halt city elections. The city had annexed twenty-three 
square miles of Chesterfield County, which Holt felt had diluted Rich-
mond’s black voters’ power. Holt was able to win a stay on the City 
Council elections by the federal courts. The matter was resolved in 
1976, when the City changed its’ election process from an at-large seat-
ing arrangement to a ward based system implemented in all nine Rich-
mond voting districts. Holt’s determination resulted in the city electing 
for the first time a majority African American City Council. The Council 
had nine members and five of them became African American. 
 Marsh was then elected as the Mayor, the first African American 
elected Mayor of Richmond. He would serve as Mayor until 1972. Rich-
mond would go on to elect seven more African American Mayors in the 
future.
 After serving as Mayor, in 1977, Marsh was elected to the Rich-
mond City Council as a Democrat. He served on the City Council for 
fourteen years leaving in 1991. He then ran for a seat in the Virginia 
State Senate.
 As a State Senator, Marsh hosted the 1981 conference, “The Na-
tional Conference on the Black Agenda in the 80s”, in Richmond. The 
conference drew over 1,500 attendees. The purpose of the conference 
was to focus on the concerns and needs of the African American com-
munities throughout the United States.
 In 1991, Marsh was elected to the State Senate. He would serve in 
the State Senate for twenty-three years winning re-election ten times be-
fore resigning in 2014. He represented the 16th District, which consist-
ed of parts of the city of Richmond, the city of Petersburg, Chesterfield 
County, Dinwiddie County, and Prince George’s County. 
 In the Senate, Marsh Chaired the Courts of Justice Committee. He 
also served on the Local Government Committee, the Finance Commit-
tee, the Rules Committee, and the Transportation Committee. He op-
posed the increased growth of charter schools arguing that they under-
mined public education and fought to control the lax gun control laws 
that made it easy to obtain firearms in the state. 
 Marsh left the Senate in 2014 after being appointed to the Virginia 
Alcoholic Beverage Control Board. He was given the appointment by 
then Governor Terry McAuliffe. He served as a Commissioner on the 
Board.
 In addition to his legislative duties, Marsh co-founded the Rich-
mond Renaissance and the Metropolitan Economic Development 
Council. He served as President of the National Black Caucus of Elect-
ed Official and was a member of the Board of Directors of the National 
League of Cities. 
 Always concerned about the education of Richmond’s public 
schools, he formed the Support Committee for Excellence in the Public 
Schools. He also established the New Millennium Leadership Institute 
and the Unity Day Celebration Committee. In addition, Marsh served 
as Chairman of the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Commission for 
Virginia and hosts Richmond’s Annual Juneteenth Celebration, a day of 
remembrance when the state of Texas finally agreed to give their slaves 
their freedom and the U.S. Constitution amendments were signed mak-
ing slavery illegal.
 In his honor, and the honor of his slain brother, Harold, the city of 
Richmond named the Manchester Courthouse in their honor. The city 
allocated $23 million for new renovations to the Courthouse as well. 
Also, city streets were given the names of the Marsh brothers. Harold 
Marsh, a prominent Richmond attorney had been gunned down while 
stopped for a traffic light by a disgruntled city resident in 1997.

LESRA
MARTIN

...was born in 1963 in 
in Bushwick, New York 
to Alma and Earl Martin. 
Suffering an injury, Earl 
was unable to work and 
the family was forced to 
move from the comforts 
of Queens to the streets 
and drama of Bed-

ford-Stuyvesant and Bushwick, two of the most violent 
sections of New York City. Thing got worse when his par-
ents introduced alcohol to the equation. Dysfunctional 
and in poverty, the family became homeless.
 Martin was the second eldest son of eight children. 
By the time Martin reached the age of ten, he was al-
ready working, bagging groceries at the local market 
and sweeping floors a local bar. In order for his family to 
make it, everyone worked, including him. He attended 
school regularly but he was quasi-illiterate. Martin would 
be sixteen years old before he got a good grasp of his 
educational possibilities.
 Realizing his potential, a group of Canadian entre-
preneurs offered to finance his education but he would 
have to study in Canada. He accepted their offer and 
graduated high school in Ontario in 1983. He received 
a B.A. degree, with Honours, in Anthropology from the 
University of Toronto. 
 For a very short time, Martin studied in the doctoral 
program at the University of Toronto majoring in Sociol-
ogy. Not liking the rigorous nature of the program, he 
withdrew. He then made application to several of the top 
law programs in Canada for admission. He chose to earn 
his degree from Dalhousie University in Nova Scotia in 
1997. 
 Martin’s most notable legal case was that of former 
boxer, Rubin “Hurricane” Carter. After reading Carter’s 
autobiography. The Sixteenth Round, Martin became in-
trigued with the case. He would ultimately work on the 
Carter case longer and harder than any other case he ever 
had. 
 In 1980, Martin wrote a letter to Carter, imprisoned in 
a Trenton, New Jersey prison in connection with a 1966 
triple-homicide that had occurred at a local bar in Pat-
erson, New Jersey. Carter agreed to meet to discuss his 
case. After meeting and speaking with Carter, Martin be-
lieved Carter did not commit the murders. He was able to 

get a group of Toronto sympathizers to join his cause of 
getting a new trial for Carter and to get him released from 
prison. 
  Carter won a retrial in 1982 but was again convict-
ed. An appeal was filed. He lost the appeal as well. Not 
defeated and still believing in Carter’s innocence, Martin 
and his group of Canadian sympathizers continued their 
legal battle in the courts to have Carter released. 
 In February of 1983, the Martin and his team filed 
for proceedings that resulted in Carter being released. 
They were finally able to present to the courts enough 
evidence to free Carter. In 1985, after serving twenty-two 
years in prison for murders that he did not commit, Carter 
was released. After his release, Martin and Carter would 
remain friends until Carter’s death in 2014. 
 Years later, Hurricane Carter’s story would be told 
in a motion picture movie starring famed actor Denzel 
Washington, “The Hurricane”. The movie does not give 
adequate justice to the reality and tragedy of the impris-
onment of Hurricane Carter. A book would was also writ-
ten, “Lazarus and the Hurricane”, that highlights Martin’s 
and Carter’s journey together.
 With the release of the Carter film, in an attempt 
to spread the story of what happened to Carter, Martin 
appeared on several national TV talk shows, including 
CNN, Larry King Live, and The Oprah Winfrey Show. As a 
tribute to his dedicated pursuit of freeing Hurricane Car-
ter, as well as his other legal successes, the National Film 
Board produced, “The Journey of Lesra Martin”, which 
depicts Martin’s life.
 The documentary was screened at film festivals 
throughout Canada and the rest of the world. It was 
shown at the Hollywood Black Film Festival, the Black 
Film Festival in San Francisco, California; the Urban Liter-
ary Film Festival in Greensboro, North Carolina; and the 
24th International Durban Film Festival in Durban, South 
Africa.
 Martin was once invited to speak before the Gener-
al Assembly delegates of the United Nations. He spoke 
about illiteracy and poverty and their devastating effects 
on the communities. He gave a passioned speech of the 
inadequacies surrounding these two societal ills. Martin 
was well received by the General Assembly delegates. He 
repeated those words to world leaders at a meeting at 
Cambridge University, Cambridge, England.
 He has appeared in print in several publications, in-
cluding Reader’s Digest Magazine, Sports Illustrated, The 
New York Times and The Washington Post. He was award-
ed the Ohio YMCA Black Achievers Partner in Excellence 
Award as well.
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MARTIN
ARMSTRONG
MARTIN 

..was born on July 24, 
1910 in Danville, Vir-
ginia to Hattie Inge and 
Romey Orlando Martin. 
After graduating high 
school, he entered the 
Ohio State University in 
Columbus, Ohio to ob-
tain his undergraduate 
degree. He then enrolled 

into Washington, D.C.’s Howard University School of Law 
where he earned his law degree. At Howard, he would 
meet his future law partners Oliver Hill and Spottswood 
Robinson.
 In 1938, Martin was admitted to the Virginia bar. He 
opened a law firm in Danville and began his general law 
practice. He represented black teachers in their lawsuit 
against the local school district seeking equal pay and 
served as legal counsel to the Danville Savings Bank. The 
bank was the oldest black owned financial bank in the 
state. Martin, in his pursuit of equal rights, became the 
head of the local office for the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).
 In 1941, Martin rose to national prominence when 
he took on the appellate case of Odell Waller. Waller, a 
twenty-five black man was found guilty of the killing of his 
white landlord, Wheldon Davis. Waller claimed self-de-
fense but was found guilty by an all white jury and was 
sentenced to die. During that time in Virginia, in order to 
sit on a jury, one had to pay a poll tax, which effectively 
omitted blacks from participating in jury trials. 
 There became a national outcry to spare Waller’s life 
organized by a socialist labor rights organization. Both 
then President Franklin Roosevelt and First Lady Eleanor 
Roosevelt joined in on the appeal. The President even 
spoke to Virginia Governor Colgate Darden on Waller’s 
behalf. Nonetheless, Waller was executed on July 2, 1942.
 In 1942, Martin married Maria Estelle Wright. They 
bore no children and were divorced after five years of mar-
riage. He would later marry Ruth Martin who died in 1978.
 In 1943, Martin was named as a trial attorney to the 
United States Department of Justice. He was the first Afri-
can American to serve as a trial attorney. After one year, 
dissatisfied with litigating cases involving immigrants, Mar-
tin resigned from the department.
 Martin then joined forces with fellow law school class-
mates and attorneys Oliver Hill and Spottswood Robinson 

to form a new law firm, the Richmond law firm of Hill, 
Martin and Robinson. Together, they took on civil rights 
cases handed to them by the NAACP to litigate in Virginia. 
Martin served as the firm’s criminal specialist. 
 In 1950, Martin and his fellow attorneys took on the 
case of the Martinsville Seven on appeal. In the case, Ruby 
Stroud Floyd accuses thirteen black men of raping her as 
she travelled through a poor black neighborhood. Of the 
thirteen men named in the case, only seven of them were 
tried for the rape charge. The judge in the case, Judge Ken-
non C. Whittle agreed to try each of the accusers separate-
ly. Martin argued that there was consensual sex and the 
confessions made were forced from the Sheriff. All seven 
of the young men, ages 18 to 20 except for one 37 year old 
man were found guilty and sentenced for execution. Mar-
tin and his team were able to get a stay of execution from 
then Governor William M. Tuck as well as a writ of error 
from the Virginia Supreme Court. 
 The appeal case was tried personally by then Virginia 
State Attorney General J. Lindsay Almond, Jr.. In preparing 
for the appeal case, Almond vetoed all black jurors select-
ing instead an all white, all male jury to hear the case. In 
his presentation to the Appellate Court, Almond asked the 
Court to admit and accept the confessions of the accusers, 
uphold the convictions and to permit the executions to be 
carried out. The Court ruled in Almonds favor. Martin im-
mediately filed a petition for review and the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
became involved.
 Governor John S. Battle issued another reprieve for 
Waller’s execution and the case headed to the U.S. Su-
preme Court. Over the next year, all involved awaited the 
Courts ruling. The U.S. Supreme Court issued a ruling de-
nying certiorari, i.e., requesting a record of the case for 
review. Martin appealed again and once more the Court 
denied hearing the case. All further actions that Martin 
made to save the lives of the seven men became futile. All 
seven of the accusers were executed.
 Martin would go on to represent other civil rights cas-
es including cases involving desegregating public schools 
and the states position on “Massive Resistance” ruled un-
constitutional. The U.S. Supreme Court sided with Martin 
and called an end to the harassment of attorneys working 
for the NAACP, which was a part of the Massive Resistance 
campaign. Martin would continue his work on civil rights 
issues and to fight for equal justice for black Virginians and 
African Americans across the country.
 On April 27, 1963, Martin suffered a massive heart at-
tack and died at his Richmond home. He was fifty-three 
years old.
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“BILLY”
MARTIN 

...was born on October 
29, 1949 in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania as one of 
eight children. He grew 
up in Sewickley, a bor-
ough of four-thousand 
located on the Ohio 
River twelve miles from 
Pittsburgh. Martin’s fa-

ther, Felton, migrated from Augusta, Georgia and worked 
the steel mills. Martin’s mother, Isabelle, was from Lynch-
burg, Virginia stayed at home to raise the family, occasion-
ally working  for the “upper crust” families in the area. 
Martin credits his parents with instilling in him a sense of 
hard work and punctuality.
 Martin attended Quaker Valley High School Which 
Was ranked as one of the best schools in the country. He 
lettered in football, baseball, basketball and track. He as-
pired to earn an M.B.A. degree and become a marketing 
executive. To help pay his way, he got a job at a local 
country club, saved his money and enrolled into Howard 
University in Washington D.C., returning home during 
semester breaks to work in the mills to pay his tuition. 
 During his junior year of college, Martin married Toni, 
a home town girl and an accounting major. A year later, 
their first child, Nikki, was born. After graduation, the 
family moved top Cincinnati, Ohio when Martin landed a 
scholarship. After receiving his B.A. degree from Howard 
University in 1973, in 1976, he accepted a scholarship 
to study law at the University of Cincinnati, where he 
earned his J.D.. 
 For the next fifteen years, Martin worked in various 
governmental positions. From 1976 to 1978, he served as 
Assistant City Prosecutor for the City of Cincinnati. From 
1978 to 1980, he was  Assistant United States Attorney 
in the Southern District of Ohio. From 1980 to 1984, he 
served as Special Attorney in the Organized Crime Strike 
Force in San Francisco. From 1984 to 1988, he was the 
Assistant United States Attorney for the District of Colum-
bia and from 1988 to 1990, the Executive Assistant Unit-
ed States Attorney for the District of Columbia.
 Martin began private practice in 1990, as a partner 
with Eckert Seamans in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. They rep-
resented all three major Pittsburgh sports franchises. It was 

there that Martin first began defending famous athletes and 
that he met his mentor, the late Johnny Cochran. 
 In 1993, Martin represented National Basketball Asso-
ciation  star, Allen Iverson, before moving to the firm of 
William R. Martin & Associates in Washington, D.C., a year 
later. From 1997 to 2000, Martin worked as a partner in the 
litigation department of Manatt Phelps & Phillips. In 1998, 
he defended Monica Lewinsky and her mother, Marcia 
Lewis, during President Clinton’s impeachment proceed-
ings. For Lewinsky, he was able to block a second grand 
jury appearance and obtain an offer of blanket immunity. 
 In 2000, Martin moved to the firm of Dyer Ellis & 
Joseph, which merged with Blank Rome in 2003. While 
there, Martin  took on even more high profile cases, such 
as, defending Chandra Levy’s parents in her 2002 dis-
appearance and murder Case. He also defended former 
NBA player Jayson Williams in a 2004 first-degree man-
slaughter trial of which he was acquitted, and defended 
former Atlanta Mayor Bill Campbell in a 2004 racketeer-
ing, bribery and wire fraud case. Campbell was convicted 
of three counts of tax fraud, but acquitted on racketeering 
and bribery charges. 
 From 2007 to 2009, Martin led the “white-collar” 
criminal defense group at Sutherland Asbill & Brennan. 
In 2007, he defended National Football Leauge’s Atlan-
ta Falcon quarterback,  Michael Vick in his dog fighting 
charges, and in 2008, he represented Senator Larry Craig 
in efforts to overturn his disorderly conduct conviction. 
In addition to his celebrity clients, Martin also defend-
ed many Fortune 500 companies. In May 2009, Martin 
joined Howrey LLP in their Washington, D.C. office, 
where he became head of their White Collar Criminal 
Defense Practice. 
 In 2010, Martin represented Maryland’s Prince 
George’s County Executive Jack B. Johnson in his brib-
ery and corruption case. Johnson was convicted and sen-
tenced to eight-sever months in prison.
 In 2012, he decided to start his own firm. Martin, 
ranked fourth in “The Washingtonian’s” list of “Top Law-
yers” and selected as one of the National Law Journal’s, 
“50 Most Influential Minority Attorneys,” is also the recip-
ient of the Distinguished Alumni Award from both Howard 
University and University of Cincinnati College of Law. 
 In addition to being one of the most prominent attor-
neys in the U.S. in 2016, he is an Emmy Award winning 
American journalist having correspondent duties with ABC 
News and National Public Radio. In addition, he is a mem-
ber of the Board of the American Arbitration Association.
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LOUIS
ANDRÉ 
MARTINET

...was born on De-
cember 28, 1849 in St. 
Martinville, Louisiana 
to Marie Louise Benoit 
and Hipolite Martinet. 
His mother was a freed 
slave and his father was 
a Belgian carpenter. By 

the age of twenty-three, he had become a Louisiana State 
Representative from St. Martin Parish serving from 1872 
to 1875. After serving in the state legislature, Martinet 
took and passed the Louisiana Bar.
 Although he had already passed the state bar, in 1876 
Martinet graduated from Straight University Law School, 
now Dillard University in New Orleans. He was a mem-
ber of the first graduating class of the school’s law school. 
With both his law degree in hand and having passed the 
state bar, Martinet set out to apply his legal craft.
 In 1877, Martinet was a member of the Orleans Par-
ish School Board. Two years later, then Governor Samuel 
Douglas McEnery appointed him to the Board of Trustees 
at Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. He sat 
on the Board for eight years.
 In 1882, Martinet was appointed as Clerk in Collec-
tor of Customs Office. A year later, he became the Deputy 
Surveyor for Port of New Orleans. In 1985, he assumed 
the position of  Carrier in U.S. Post Office. Throughout 
each post, Martinet made political connections and sup-
port from his advocates.
 In 1988, Martinet began to offer notary services. He 
would offer that service throughout his legal career. He 
was politically active involved in issues surrounding civ-
il rights at the end of America’s Reconstruction period. 
From this political stance, Martinet began publishing a 
weekly daily newspaper. 
 The Crusader, launched in 1889, was created to 
chronicle the civil rights stuggles that were occuring in 
the U.S. at the time. In 1891, he and several other com-
munity activist founded the Comité des Citoyens, better 
known as the Citizens’ Committee. The Committee was 
comprised of New Orleans’ most upper elite of  blacks. 
They formulated a strategy to challenge racial segregation 
through the U.S. courts.

 In the landmark U.S. Supreme Court case of Plessy 
vs. Ferguson, in which the Court ruled constitutional the 
“separate but equal” Louisiana state legislation, Martinet 
was a the forefront of the legal challenge. Although they 
lost the Supreme Court decision, the Plessy case became 
the spearhead for the overturn of that ruling years lat-
er. The orchestrated arrest of Plessy by Martinet and his 
team, laid the foundation for the dismantling of the 1890 
Louisiana Separate Car Act.
 In 1882, he met and  married Leona Miller. A na-
tive of New Orleanan, Leona was a professor at Southern 
University. Together they had two children. They divorced 
years later.
 For the years that followed, Martinet crafted his jour-
nalistic, political and legal businesses acumen. The Cru-
sader was doing well and his notary business did well as 
well. With client donations and his trade business, Mar-
tinet was able to devote his time and money to the strug-
gles of the black communities.
 By 1894, Martinent and his fellow civil rights advo-
cates were still organizing. They collectively and polit-
ically worked to protect the rights of the black citizens 
of New Orleans and the surrounding areas. Although the 
exact date is not known, during this time, Martinet would 
earn a degree in Medicine from Flint Medical College in 
New Orleans.  
 Martinet received an offer, in 1894, from President 
Rutherford B. Hayes, whereby the President would pay 
Martinet an annual stipend of $1,200 for three years if he 
would leave the country to live in Paris, France. Although, 
Martinet direly needed the money, he declined Hayes offer, 
choosing to stay in America, publish his newspaper and 
continue his fight for his civil rights and those of others.
 Martinet’s achievements and dedicated legal fight for 
the rights of others was recognized when, on May 13, 
1957, the New Orleans Times Picayune Newspaper an-
nounced the establishment of the Louis A. Martinet Legal 
Society. The organization comprises African-American le-
gal professionals formed to focus on the issues surround-
ing African Americans and the law.
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MATLOCK

…received her and her 
Bachelor of Arts in So-
ciology and Political 
Science from Chicago, 
Illinois’s Loyola Univer-
sity. She obtained her 
law degree from North-
western University in 
Evanston, Illinois with 

campuses also located in Chicago. After earning her law 
degree, Matlock took and passed state bar.
 Matlock began her professional career as a staff attor-
ney at the Allstate Insurance Company. She then accepted 
a job with Microsoft as a Licensing Account Executive. 
After serving for a period of time as an Account Executive 
at Microsoft, she became the Director of Contracts and 
Strategic Alliances at Motorola.
 Matlock then moved to FMC Corporation with head-
quarter in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania as the Corporate 
Contracts Manager. At FMC, she oversaw the company’s 
food and beverage contracts, its’ agricultural solutions ne-
gotiations, and other business related issues. She assisted 
Honeywell in negotiating its’ avionics and defense con-
tracts with the federal government. 
 Matlock served as the Director of Contracts for Rock-
well Automation having headquarters in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin. At Rockwell, she created the company’s contracts 
department. She reorganized the systems being utilized 
and created online systems and databases to manage soft-
ware services contracts, which made it easier to procure 
the products and services needed by the company to con-
duct their every day business. Her worldwide systematic 
approach to review contracts and to negotiate, approve, 
and award contracts was adopted by the company for its’ 
international buyers.
 In 2006, Matlock took a job with the State of Illinois 
as the General Counsel to the Department of Central Man-
agement Services. She then moved to the Department of 
Children and Family Services. She left Central Manage-
ment to accept the position as the Deputy Director, Pro-
curement, Contracts and Strategic Sourcing.
 Matlock is an expert in contracts and transactions in-
volve procurement and vendor payments. Her knowledge 
of strategic business alliances and counseling manage-

ment teams responsible for product and services acquisi-
tions has given her an invaluable position with the State 
of Illinois and in her private practice legal advice given 
to her clients. Matlock currently serves as the Director of 
Purchasing for the University of Illinois at Chicago. 
 She serves the National Bar Association’s philan-
thropic arm by sitting on its’ Executive Board of the Na-
tional Bar Institute. She has served as the organization’s 
Vice President of the Board of Governors and has Chaired 
its’ Corporate Law Section. Matlock has also served as the 
Chair of the Women Lawyers Division.
 She has served on the Board of Directors of the Na-
tional Able Network and is a member of the Science and 
Technology Section to the American Bar Association. She 
also served as a convener of seminars and panelist to var-
ious companies and organization speaking on corporate 
law, technology licensing, and business transactions. 
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GREGORY
ELLIS
MATHIS

...was born on April 5, 
1960 in Detroit, Michigan 
to Alice Lee Mathis and 
Charles Mathis. His moth-
er worked a housekeeper 
and nurse’s aid. His parents 
had divorced before he was 
born so he was raised by 
his mother, a devoted Sev-
enth-day Adventist.  

 When he reached his teenage years, Mathis rejected his 
mother’s more strict lifestyle and became influenced with street 
gangs. He soon joined one, the Errol Flynns, a notorious De-
troit street gang. With his gang activity increasing, he knew he 
was headed down a deadly path. After being arrested numer-
ous times and being kicked out of multiple high schools, there 
seemed no future for Mathis. 
 While in jail serving time for another one of his gang related 
crimes, his mother paid him a visit. She shared with him a fact 
that instantly changed his life. She told him she had been 
diagnosed with colon cancer and knew she would die and want-
ed more for him than being in jail. Her visit and illness changed 
his perspective on life and what he was doing with his own. Of-
fered probation if he passed the high school equivalent G.E.D. 
exam in six months, Mathis went to class and changed his life.
 While working at a local McDonald’s fast food restaurant 
as a part of his probation, he studied to pass the G.E.D. After he 
completed his high school requirements, a family friend reached 
out to help him enroll in Eastern Michigan University (EMU). Lo-
cated in Ypsilanti, Michigan, Mathis graduated from the univer-
sity with a B.S. degree in Public Administration. While at EMU, 
he became actively involved with the Democratic Party, where 
he organized demonstrations protesting South African Apartheid 
policies. In 1987, he finished his studies at the University of 
Detroit Mercy. While attaining his degrees, Mathis became a 
member of the fraternity Alpha Phi Alpha. 
 Mathis began his legal career taking a position as an unpaid 
intern. He ultimately worked his way from that intern position 
to becoming an Assistant to City Council member, Clyde Cleve-
land. While interning, he was admitted to the University of De-
troit’s School of Law. 
 After completing law school, Mathis was not allowed to 
practice law. Because of his criminal teenage past as a gang 
member, he could not obtain his Michigan state bar license. 
Unable to practice law, Mathis turned his attention to politics.
 He accepted the head position of Jessie Jackson’s 1988  
Presidential campaign for the state of Michigan. He later ran 
the successful mayoral campaign of Mayor Coleman Young, the 
first African-American Mayor of Detroit. For his efforts, Coleman 
appointed Mathis to run Detroit’s east side city hall.

 In 1995, Mathis ran and was elected as a District Court 
Judge for Michigan’s 36th District. As a gesture of gratitude to 
those that had voted for him, he gave away up to $92 to the first 
92 drivers in free gasoline from a local Detroit Mobil gas station. 
This was his way of giving thanks to those that voted to elect 
him despite his criminal past. In being elected, he became the 
youngest person, at thirty-five years old, to ever hold the post. 
During his tenure at the Court, of all judges serving in the 36th 
District, Mathis was rated in the top five.
 In 1995, Mathis was given an opportunity to take his style 
of adjudication to the TV airwaves as host judge of his own re-
ality court TV show. On September 29, 1999, the first episode 
of the  Judge Mathis show aired. Known for his sense of humor 
in hearing his arbitration cases, Mathis many times shares with 
the litigants and viewers his personal triumphs from street gang 
member to becoming a judge and how they too can overcome 
societal setbacks to achieve their desired goals. 
 Mathis’ courtroom style on the show soon won him great 
viewer support. As his TV and national entertainment promi-
nence grew, he was sought out to speak on current issues in-
volving black youth and societal ills. His TV show would go on 
to win a PRISM Commendation which is presented to entertain-
ers who are actively involved in addressing drug abuse issues 
and seek remedies for their concerns. While running his very 
successful court TV show, Mathis remained active in local and 
national politics.
 Years later, Detroit elected Kwame Kilpatrick as its’ May-
or. After being indicted for perjury, conspiracy, obstruction of 
justice and misconduct in office charges, Mathis called for the 
resignation of Kilpatrick. He spoke out against allegations that 
he had co-founded the establishment of a legal defense fund 
on Kilpatrick’s behalf. Mathis, although asked by Kilpatrick to 
be a part of his defense team, declined and made his position 
public by demanding Kilpatrick step down. In march of 2013, 
Kilpatrick was convicted on twenty-four federal felony counts 
and sentenced to twenty-eight years in federal prison.
 Mathis despite his enormous TV success continues to be 
involved in urban politics and issues surrounding the black 
communities across America, including those in his beloved 
Detroit. A published author, “Of Being a Judge to Criminals and 
Such”, Mathis desires to empower young black girls and boys 
is unquestionable. He also wrote a novel called “Street Judge”. 
His focus on the well being of those that have come before his 
bench was recognized when President Barack Obama invited 
Mathis to be a part of the President’s White House Initiative to 
give power to boys and men of color.
 Judge Mathis has been married to his wife, Linda Reese 
since they first met as college students at Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity in 1985. They have four children together. As a role mod-
el to many young black adults, Mathis stands as a testimony to 
hard work, being a good family man, husband and father, with 
values that are protective of himself, his family and the commu-
nities he cares about.

CASSANDRA
MAXWELL
 

…grew up in a privi-
leged household and her 
family was known in so-
cial circles. She was one 
of six children born to 
John Moreau Maxwell, 
an Orangeburg, South 
Carolina merchant that 
owned a local grocery 

store that was popular in both the black and white com-
munity. As a child, she was keenly aware of what her 
social status brought her but looked more toward how 
to help others overcome the economic and social limita-
tions that African Americans faced in Orangeburg.
 She began her undergraduate degree at Spelman Col-
lege in Atlanta, Georgia before attending Orangeburg’s 
Claflin University. Maxwell earned her law degree from 
Washington, D.C.’s Howard University School of Law. 
After passing the South Carolina State Bar exam, she be-
came the first African American woman to be admitted to 
practice law in the state of South Carolina. 
 Although there was a call for more African American 
lawyers to enter the profession, Maxwell chose to accept 
a faculty position with the Law School at South Carolina 
State University. She would remain with the law school 
for the next ten years teaching courses in credit transac-
tions, contracts, pleadings and moot court training. 
 Her father became ill so Maxwell had to give time 
assisting her brother in maintaining the family grocery 
store business. In 1951, she left Orangeburg and moved 
to Atlanta, Georgia where her new husband, Dr. James 
Hope Birnie, worked as a Biology Professor at Morehouse 
College. Maxwell set up shop and found plenty of clients 
to service. The city was buzzing with discrimination in 
housing cases, domestic violence cases, and unfair em-
ployment practices.
 Maxwell joined forces with the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and 
was able to assist Thurgood Marshall in several cases. 
After nine years in Atlanta, Maxwell moved to Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania. She joined the Pennsylvania Bar and 
set up practice in Philadelphia. She became an advo-
cate for social causes and community affairs and gave 
unwavering service to local organizations, including the 
Fair Housing and Jobs for Youth, the Children’s United 

Fund, the League of Women Voters, the NAACP’s Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund, the Urban League, and 
the Communities Advisory Board of Housing and Urban 
Development.
 Maxwell served as a Philadelphia Fellowship Com-
missioner for the Women’s Division. She was active in the 
Republican Party and was appointed by then President 
Nixon as a member of the Interim Board of Directors of 
the Student Loan Marketing Association. Maxwell later 
won the nomination in the Republican primary as a can-
didate for a judgeship in the Philadelphia Court of Com-
mon Pleas but was unsuccessful.
 Cassandra Maxwell died in Philadelphia in 1974.
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MWILLIAM
E.
McANULTY, JR.

…was born on October 
9, 1947. He graduated 
from Shortridge High 
School in Indianapolis, 
Indiana. He received his 
undergraduate degree 
from Indiana Universi-
ty in Bloomington and 
obtained his Juris Doc-

torate degree from the University of Louisville School of 
Law in Louisville, Kentucky.
 McAnulty began his judicial career in 1975 when 
he accepted a seat on the Louisville Juvenile Court. Two 
years later he ran for a seat as a Jefferson County District 
Court Judge. He won that election. In 1980, then Gover-
nor John Y. Brown, Jr. tapped McAnulty as the State Jus-
tice Secretary. With this appointment, McAnulty became 
the first African American to hold a cabinet level position 
in the state of Kentucky. Realizing that the post would 
cause him to spend far too much time away from his fam-
ily, McAnulty resigned from the appointment. Governor 
Brown subsequently re-appointed McAnulty to his former 
position on the District Court.
 In 1983, McAnulty ran and was elected to the Cir-
cuit Court. While sitting on the Court, he became the 
presiding Judge of one of the most highly profiled cases 
of his career when he had to rule on the 1986 Trinity 
murder cases. In those cases, two high school students 
were kidnapped, shot, and killed on their way to a high 
school football game. The highly emotional cased ended 
in a guilty verdict for the killers. Being found guilty of the 
charges of kidnapping, robbery, sodomy and murder, the 
death penalty was recommended as punishment. McAn-
ulty, despite his moral opposition of the death penalty 
sentenced one of the killers, the shooter, to death. The 
other received a life sentence in prison.
 In 1990, moved from the bench to private practice. 
He joined the law firm of Greenebaum, Doll & McDon-
ald. In 1993, McAnulty had a change of heart about serv-
ing in the Circuit Court. He was re-elected back to the 
Court, this time as its’ Chief Justice. He also served in the 
in Jefferson County District Court. In 1997, he was given 
the “Henry V. Pennington Outstanding Judge of the Year” 
by the Kentucky Trial Attorneys Association.

 In 1998, McAnulty was appointed to the Kentucky 
Court of Appeals. Representing the Fourth Appellate Dis-
trict, he would write over 750 opinions.
 In 2006, then Governor Ernie Fletcher picked McAn-
ulty to fill a seat on the Kentucky Supreme Court. In the 
upcoming November 2006 general election and after be-
ing recognized by his peers for his outstanding public, 
community, and judicial leadership, McAnulty received 
a “Highly Qualified” rating from them in a Louisville Bar 
Association poll. That was the highest ranking amongst 
the three Supreme Court candidates running for the seat. 
McAnulty won the election and the full eight-year term 
and remained on the Court.  
 A long time supporter of the Legal Aid Society of Lou-
isville, McAnulty, in the organization’s November 2007 
dedication ceremony to open their new offices, was one 
of the spokespersons on hand to celebrate the organiza-
tion’s milestone. Having become the Chair of the Board 
of Louisville’s Metro United Way, McAnulty used his po-
sition with the United Way to help the Legal Aid Society 
establish their HIV/AIDS legal advocate program.
 McAnulty, in June of 2007, was diagnosed with lung 
cancer. Blaming the illness on his forty-year smoking hab-
it, the cancer had spread to his brain. Not one to blame 
anyone for his own decisions, before going into surgery 
to remove a lesion on the base of his brain, he jokingly 
asked the neurosurgeon if, “will this make me a UK fan 
or affect my political outlook”? Being assured that the 
surgery would do neither, McAnulty enter the operating 
room and the surgery was performed.
 During his tenure on in the Court’s, McAnulty has 
been given numerous awards and accolades. He has re-
ceived the Henry Pennington Outstanding Judge of the 
Year, the Leadership Louisville Thomas Simons Award, 
the Louisville Bar Association Judge of the Year, and the 
Metro United Way Allen Society Leadership Award. He 
has served many local, state, and national organizations 
including as Chairman of Learning Matters, Inc. and 
Chairman of Metro United Way. He served as President 
of Bridgehaven, Inc. and President of the Renaissance 
Development Corporation.  
 Unfortunately for McAnulty, he later fell and broke 
his collarbone. Unable to carry his day-to-day duties on 
the Court, he stepped down from the bench that August. 
With his health continuing to dwindle, William E. McAn-
ulty, Jr. died in his Louisville home on August 23, 2007. 
He was fifty-nine years old. In his honor, a bust of him 
was commissioned and unveiled in the rotunda of the 
State Capitol in Frankfort. 

VERONICA
S.
McBETH

…was born in San Di-
ego, California although 
she was reared in Los 
Angeles, California. She 
attended schools in the 
Los Angeles area before 
enrolling into California 
State University, Los An-
geles where she obtained 

her undergraduate degree in 1972. To earn her law degree, 
she entered the University of California at Los Angeles 
(UCLA), which she received in 1975.
 To begin her legal career, McBeth accepted a job in the 
Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office. For the office, she served 
as a trial deputy. After working for a year for the City Attor-
ney’s Office, McBeth moved to other municipal offices for 
Los Angeles city government before landing the job as an 
assistant supervising attorney in Van Nuys. She then became 
the leader of the city’s domestic violence program.
 In 1981, McBetth was named by then Governor Jerry 
Brown as a Judge to the Los Angeles Municipal Court. While 
serving on the bench, she chaired the Court’s Courts and the 
Public Committee. She initiated the First Impressions Proj-
ect, a project created to provide elementary school children 
with an opportunity to tour the courts and to get a glimpse 
of the court system and the activities that occur in the courts. 
The program was designed with the hopes of making a pos-
itive impression on the school children that may make them 
better citizens. 
 For the Municipal Court, McBeth chaired the Judicial 
Council’s Special Task Force on Court/Community Outreach 
where in 1998, she was awarded the William H. Rehnquist 
Award for Judicial Excellence from the National Center for 
State Courts. The then serving Chief Justice presented the 
award to her at the Supreme Court. In 1998, McBeth was 
appointed as the Municipal Court’s Presiding Judge.
 In 1987, the national spotlight shed its’ light on McBeth 
when she ruled in the case of Beverly Hills neurosurgeon 
and landlord Milton Avol, sentencing him to thirty days of 
house arrest for the run down conditions of the apartment 
buildings that he owned. Not wanting to be labeled a slum 
lord, Avol appealed his case to the Appellate Court claiming 
the sentence was to harsh and unauthorized. The Appellate 
Court ruled that the adjudicated sentence was fair and fell 
within the discretion of the lower court. That case brought 
new legislation specifically aimed at other slum lord owners 

and similar sentences were later handed out by the Munici-
pal Court.
 
 McBeth would also chair the National Conference on 
Eliminating Racial and Ethnic Bias in the Courts. For her ser-
vice as chair, she was presented with the Community County 
Service Award. The award is given annually by the Harriet 
Buhai Center for Family Law.
 In 1988, McBeth became the Chairwoman of the county-
wide Municipal Court Judges Association. For the associa-
tion, she was involved in the court’s administrative duties 
and oversaw the Court’s community outreach. She also han-
dled the association’s legal bar activities and responsibilities. 
 In 1996, McBeth served as a Supervising Judge for the 
Municipal Court’s Criminal Division. In that role, she over-
saw the civil side of the Court’s legal matters. She served as 
the Supervising Judge for one year.
 During that time, there was a push for unification be-
tween the California courts. McBeth became a leading sup-
porter of the unification cause. She lead a successful merger 
vote, supported by the Municipal Court Judges but opposed 
by her Superior Court colleagues. After three attempts to get 
the measure passed, the Superior Court Judges relented and 
the unification measure was implemented. During that time, 
for her persistence in leading the Court, the John Langston 
Bar Association named her as the “Bernard F. Jefferson Judge 
of the Year.”
 In 2000, as a result of unification that McBeth assisted 
in bringing forth, she was appointed as a Judge to the Cal-
ifornia Superior Court. As a Judge on the Superior Court, 
McBeth instituted procedures to assist in the enforcement 
of court orders issued for homeowners to make repairs and 
improvements on substandard housing. She also called for 
improvements to the Superior Court facilities. McBeth re-
tired from the Court in 2004.
 In retirement, Judge McBeth gave time to the Assigned 
Judges Program. The program is designed to assign retired 
judges temporary jurisdictional power to hear cases in the 
event the courts have a backlog of cases or a Judge is not 
able to perform their duties for varied reasons. She also gave 
time to the Black Women Lawyers Association of California, 
serving as President. She also served as the Vice President of 
California Women Lawyers. 
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EDWIN
P.
McCABE

…was born on October 
10, 1850 in Troy, New 
York. When he was a 
child, his family moved 
to Fall River, Massa-
chusetts for a period of 
time before relocating to 
Newport, Rhode Island. 
The family would finally 

settle in Bangor, Maine.
 While in school, his father died and was forced to 
stop his studies to work to help support the family. As he 
got older, he left Maine and moved to New York City, New 
York where he found work on New York’s Wall Street. Af-
ter working in New York, in 1872, McCabe relocated to 
Chicago, Illinois where he obtained a job as a clerk for 
Potter Palmer, a prominent businessman credited with the 
development of Chicago’s State Street. It was in Chicago 
that McCabe earned his law degree. He was then was 
appointed as a clerk in the Cook County, Illinois office of 
the U.S. Treasury Department.
 In 1878, McCabe left Chicago for Nicodemus, Kan-
sas. He worked as a private practicing attorney for two 
years before being appointed as a County Clerk in Gra-
ham County. In the following election, he was elected to 
a full term. Following serving as a County Clerk, McCabe, 
at the age of thirty-two, was elected as a Kansas State 
Auditor. He became the first African American to hold 
the office, was also the highest ranking black since Re-
construction, and was elected to two terms.
 After failing to win a third election as State Auditor, 
McCabe moved to Washington, D.C. and lobbied then 
President Benjamin Harrison to become the Governor of 
the new territory of Oklahoma. Although he was not ap-
pointed as Governor, nonetheless, McCabe moved to the 
new territory hoping to establish a majority-black state 
that would be free of white domination. Arriving in Okla-
homa, he would found, along with two others, the city 
of Langston hoping to attract other blacks to follow him 
and his hopes of independent governance. McCabe and 
his partners acquired a 320-acre tract of land and made 
plans to create the black settlement. Not long after es-
tablishing the town, McCabe was appointed as the first 
Treasurer of Logan County, Oklahoma. 

 The town of Langston was named after an African 
American Virginia Congressman John Mercer Langston 
who had pledged support of a black college if the town 
was built. In 1897, the Colored Agricultural and Normal 
School was opened, which was later renamed Langston 
University. The city then began to draw black settlers 
moving to Oklahoma’s Indian Territory looking for a bet-
ter life free of the segregated southern states. McCabe 
encouraged the immigration of blacks hoping to bring in 
enough blacks to outnumber whites, which would create 
a majority rule for blacks. 
 McCabe then began to lobby for Oklahoma to be-
come an all-black state. He predicted that within sev-
eral years, Oklahoma would produce state legislators 
and even would produce U.S. Senators. Local and na-
tional newspapers began to publish articles showcasing 
McCabe’s ideals and blacks began to migrate from oth-
er states to Oklahoma. Between 1900 and 1907 when 
Oklahoma finally became a state, the black population 
in Oklahoma doubled. Blacks began to own large farms 
and other small towns sprung up which were controlled 
by blacks. 
 Despite the growth in black population, black major-
ity rule in Oklahoma was not realized in Langston, near-
by Tulsa soon became the hub for black wealth. More 
famers were opting to leave their farms moving to Tulsa to 
open more urban businesses and became a part of Tulsa’s 
Black Wall Street. Although McCabe was not successful 
in his attempts for creating a black majority rule town, he 
is credited with giving African Americans a platform to 
call for equal rights and to address the racial inequalities 
that persisted in American culture. 
 Edwin P. McCabe would eventually return to Chica-
go where he died on March 12, 1920. He was sixty-nine 
years old. He was interned in Topeka, Kansas.

WILLIAM
ANDREW
McCLAIN

…was born on January 11, 
1913 in Sanford, North Car-
olina to Blanche Leslie and 
Frank McClain. He graduat-
ed with honors from Spring-
field High School in 1930 
before entering local Spring-
field Wittenberg University 
where he received his Bach-

elor of Arts degree in 1934. He earned his Juris Doctorate degree 
in 1937 from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. He would 
go on to obtain two LL.D. degrees. The first was earned in 1963 
Wilberforce University in Wilberforce, Ohio and his second LL.D. 
degree was earned at the University of Cincinnati, in Cincinnati, 
Ohio in 1971. 
 In 1943, McClain enlisted into the United States Army. Having 
his law degree in hand allowed him to serve as a Judge Advocate 
in the General’s Branch. He would leave the Army after having re-
ceived an Army Commendation Award for distinguished service.
 After leaving the Army, McClain returned to Cincinnati where 
he opened his own law firm. He passed the Ohio State Bar exam 
becoming the first African American member of the Cincinnati Bar 
Association. In 1947, he also became the first African American 
member of the Cincinnati Lawyers Club
 In 1963, he accepted the job as the City Solicitor for the City of 
Cincinnati. He was one of the most well known Solicitors and was 
the first African American to serve at such a high level in the mu-
nicipality and the first City Solicitor of any major city in the United 
States. He served as City Solicitor for nine years. 
 McClain then entered private practice and joined law firm of 
Keating, Muething & Klekamp in 1972. A year later he began his 
own law firm. He partnered with fellow attorney Theodore M. Ber-
ry with whom he would remain partners with for the next twenty 
years. 
 In 1975, while serving as lecturer to law schools, both locally 
and nationally, McClain was elected as a Judge in the Hamilton 
County Court of Common Pleas. He was the first African American 
to be named a Judge of the Hamilton County Common Pleas Court. 
He served on the Court for one year. He then became a Judge on the 
Municipal Court of Hamilton County where he served for four years 
through 1980.
 In 1980, Judge McClain joined the law firm of Manley Burke. 
He would remain with the firm for more than 20 years. That same 
year, McClain became the Director of Legal Services for the Village 
of Lincoln Heights. He served as Director twice, first from 1980 to 
1987 and again from 1994 to 2003. In 2003, he left Manley Burke.
 In 1994, as a gesture to McClain’s dedication to the law, the 
Black Lawyers Association of Cincinnati established the William 
A. McClain Scholarship. The scholarship was designed to award a 
Cincinnati minority resident the opportunity to further the legal pur-
suits at any accredited law school in the United States. The student 
had to be qualified and have demonstrated community leadership 

and have shown a dedication to the local community. The law firm 
of Keating, Muething & Klekamp were the donors of the scholarship 
funds.
 Judge McClain participated in the affairs of his alma mater Wit-
tenberg University. He served on Board of Directors and as Presi-
dent the Wittenberg Alumni Association. For his alma mater, the 
University of Michigan Law School, he was a member of the Com-
mittee of Visitors. For the students of the law schools, he mentored 
them, hoping to make an impression that would give them confi-
dence and a sense of integrity when applying the rules of law.
 McClain was a fraternal member of the Scottish Rite Masonry. 
He would become a 33rd degreed Mason and the Grand Master 
of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Ohio. He was 
pivotal in the expansion of the fraternal order and founded the Pro-
gressive Black Masonry Movement within the Masons and the Or-
der of Eastern Star, a fraternal organization opened to both men and 
women.
 He was also a member of the Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity. He rose 
through the ranks of the organization to become the National Pres-
ident (Grand Sire Archon) of the Alpha Delta Boule. In his role as 
President, McClain worked to bring together black businesses and 
professionals having a common bond that had obtained a college 
degree and had distinguished themselves in their given professions 
and civic affairs. McClain also served as a Trustee to the Urban 
League of Greater Cincinnati. 
 McClain has been awarded many highly coveted awards 
during his career. He was awarded the Ellis Island Medal of Hon-
or and the Mallory Center for Community Development awarded 
him its’ History Maker Award. He received the Greater Cincinnati 
Chamber of Commerce’s Great Living Cincinnatian Award and his 
crowning moment came when his alma mater, Wittenberg Universi-
ty established “The William A. McClain Culture House” in his hon-
or. For his over fifty years of legal service, McClain  received the 
John L. Muething Lifetime Achievement in Law.
 McClain served as a member of numerous legal organizations. 
He is a member of the American Bar Association, the Black Lawyers 
Association of Cincinnati, and the Cincinnati Bar Association. He is 
also a member of the National Bar Association, and the Ohio State 
Bar Association. He is a Life Fellow of the American Bar Founda-
tion, a member of the American Judicature Society, the Cincinnati 
Bar Foundation, and the Lawyers Club of Cincinnati. 
 McClain has served as a member of several fraternal organi-
zations including the Alpha Delta Boulé of Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, 
Incorporated. For the fraternity, he served as Grand Sire Archon. 
McClain was a 33 degreed Mason and a Shriner. For the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, he was a life-
time member. He also served his church, the Allen Temple A.M.E. 
Church. 
 After retiring from practicing law, McClain lived happily serv-
ing his local community, engaging in lively political and legal 
debates, and attending Boulé meetings. He continued to mentor 
young up and coming attorneys, trying to make a difference in their 
lives and to give them direction in the professional pursuits. Most 
importantly, McClain enjoyed the fact that he reached a milestone 
that very few attain, that of being a centenarian.
 William McClain died on February 4, 2014. He was one hun-
dred and one years old.
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WADE
HAMPTON
McCREE, JR. 

...was born on July 3, 
1920 in Des Moines, 
Iowa to Lucretia Harper 
McCree and Wade Hamp-
ton McCree, Sr.. His fa-
ther,  a Fisk University 
graduate was the first Afri-
can-American pharmacist 

and pharmacy owner in the state of Iowa. He also be-
came the first African-American Narcotics Inspector for 
the Food and Drug Administration.
 Although born in Iowa, due to McCree Sr.’s federal 
employment, the family lived in Honolulu, Hawaii, Chi-
cago, Illinois, and eventually in Boston, Massachusetts 
where McCree, Jr. grew up and attended the prestigious 
Boston Latin School. Upon graduation, he followed in 
his father’s footsteps and worked his way through Fisk 
University in Nashville, Tennessee. While at Fisk, he was 
elected to the Phi Beta Kappa society and graduated in 
1941, Summa Cum Laude. 
 After graduation, McCree completed his military du-
ties serving in in the United States Army for four years 
reaching the rank of Captain. While in the Army, he 
fought in three of the Italian battles of World War II repre-
senting the segregated yet historic Buffalo Soldier’s units. 
Returning from the Army, he entered Harvard Law School 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. He graduated in 1948, 
twelfth in his class.
 McCree and his wife, Dores then moved to Detroit, 
Michigan, her hometown where they raised three chil-
dren. Despite impressive academic credentials and a 
recommendation from the Dean of Harvard Law School, 
he could not gain rightful employment with any of the 
prestigious law firms in Detroit. To begin practicing law, 
McCree, from 1948 to 1952, joined Bledsoe & Taylor, a 
legendary black law firm. In 1953, he was appointed to 
the Michigan Workman’s Compensation Commission by 
then Governor G. Mennen Williams. Thus began his long 
career in public service.
 Two years later, McCree was appointed to the Circuit 
Court for Wayne County, Michigan, becoming the first 
African-American to serve on that Court. He held that 
seat from 1954 to 1961 before being nominated by Pres-
ident John F. Kennedy to the United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of Michigan, another first for an 

African-American. Serving in the capacity for five years, 
President Lyndon B. Johnson nominated him to the Unit-
ed States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit on August 
16, 1966. He served until 1977.
 It was from the federal bench that McCree began to 
express his views on race, justice, and injustice. Once a 
lawyer argued before McCree that he could not rule on 
a case involving a black and a white litigant impartially. 
McCree gave a classic reply when he said: “the ultimate 
of arrogance is achieved when a white person thinks an-
other white person can make a judgment without being 
influenced by race, and a black person cannot.” Aware of 
history and race, McCree did not to dwell on it and taught 
his children and others this tenet. He did, however, teach 
them that if race became a factor, fight for your rights.
 Once, an all-girls school in Detroit refused admission 
to his eldest daughter because she was black. His answer 
was to found the interracial Friends School in 1965. He 
took that a step further founding of the statewide Higher 
Education Opportunity Committee, a program that pro-
vides college scholarships.for promising middle school 
students. 
 Upon his election, President Jimmy Carter appoint-
ed McCree as the United States Solicitor General. In 
this role, he served as the head appellate lawyer for the 
U.S. government and before the U.S. Supreme Court, he 
represented administration in cases personally arguing 
twenty-five cases before the Court. Two of the major cas-
es argued were the Richard Nixon presidential tapes case 
and the Regents of the University of California v. Bakke 
affirmative action case. In that case, McCree argued that 
“race could be one factor in deciding whether an appli-
cant was admitted to medical school”. He said at the time 
that he was “in favor of special admissions programs, but 
people who can outgrow them should not become de-
pendent on them.” McCree served as Solicitor General 
for four years.
 Accepting a position as Professor of Law at the Uni-
versity of Michigan’s Lewis M. Simes School of Law, 
MCree would teach there. While there, he also consulted 
on several legal cases and served as Special Master for 
U.S. Supreme Court for certain cases. 
 At the age of sixty-seven, McCree died at the Henry 
Ford Hospital in Detroit, Michigan of bone cancer and 
a heart ailment. The memorial service  was attended by 
many dignitaries including former President Jimmy Car-
ter who called McCree, “a true American hero”. He was 
interred at Woodlawn Cemetery in his beloved Detroit.

GABRIELLE
KIRK
McDONALD

…was born April 12, 1942 in 
Saint Paul, Minnesota to Fran-
ces Retta English and James 
G. Kirk, Jr.. Her parents were 
of mixed race, her mother was 
white and Swedish while her 
father was black and Negro. 
Many thought she was white 
due to her light complexion. 
Her parents divorced when 
she was two years old. Her 

mother then moved to East Harlem, New York and then to Riverdale, 
New York. 
 After suffering from racial discrimination in housing in New York, 
the family moved to Teaneck, New Jersey where McDonald would grad-
uate from high school. For her high school she played field hockey and 
served as President of the girls’ leadership club. There were only two 
African American students in her class.
 McDonald entered Boston University in Boston, Massachusetts 
for two years before transferring to Hunter College back in New York 
where she received her undergraduate degree in 1961. She then entered 
Washington, D.C.’s Howard University School of Law where she ob-
tained her law degree. As a freshman, she worked as a Research Assis-
tant, which won her a scholarship from the Ford Foundation. She served 
as the Secretary of the Student Bar Association and the Notes Editor of 
the Howard Law Journal. She graduated first in her class, cum laude.
 Leaving Howard, McDonald accepted a position as staff attorney 
with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People’s 
(NAACP) Legal Defense and Education Fund (LDF) in its’ New York of-
fices. At the LDF, she was sent to Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi to 
assist the local residents in their legal fight for civil rights, equal rights, 
voting rights and school desegregation. She also played a role in the first 
discrimination cases filed that violated Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act. 
 In 1969, McDonald moved to Houston, Texas with her husband, 
attorney Mark T. McDonald where they opened a law firm. Together, 
they took on cases against large corporations and trade unions for their 
discrimination practices. She represented 400 black workers in a case 
against a multinational company and its’ union that owed the workers 
$1.2 million in past wages. Her and her husband would build one of 
the most successful law firms in the state and argue many cases in the 
federal courts of Texas.
 In 1970, McDonald opened the Legal Aid Clinic to assist those that 
could not afford a lawyer. For her love for teaching, she taught Trusts 
at the Thurgood Marshall School of Law at Texas Southern Universi-
ty in Houston. She also taught classes on Employment Discrimination 
Law, Evidence, and Federal Civil Procedure. McDonald also taught at 
St. Mary’s University School of Law in San Antonio, Texas and served as 
a law lecturer at the University of Texas School of Law in Austin, Texas.
 In 1979, then President Jimmy Carter appointed McDonald to the 
U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Texas. She became the 
first African American to sit on a federal bench in Texas. Although her 
legal background came from litigating civil rights cases, she was fair in 
her rulings as the law had not color but enforceable by anyone of color. 
In a case involving a Vietnamese shrimper and the Ku Klux Klan, the 

Klan wanted her removed because of her civil rights past and argued 
that she would not be fair. McDonald refused to recuse herself stating 
that if her blackness would cause alarm in this case, then every litigant 
in her case docket could call for her recusal. The case went to trial.
 In 1988, McDonald resigned from the bench and joined the law 
firm of Matthews & Branscomb in San Antonio. That year, she returned 
to teaching, choosing St. Mary’s University School of Law to teach. She 
taught classes on Civil Procedure and Race, Racism & American Law. 
After five years at the university, she returned to Houston to teach again 
at the Thurgood Marshall School of Law teaching classes on the Federal 
Courts and Legal Methods. She also ran a seminar on the jurisprudence 
of Associate Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall.  
 In 1992, McDonald became associated with the law firm of Walk-
er & Satterhwaite. She then joined the firm of Freeport-McMoRan Cop-
per & Gold, Inc.. She served as Special Counsel to the Chairman on 
Human Rights. 
 The following year, the United Nations created an international 
war crimes tribunal, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia (ICTY) based in The Hague in the Netherlands. McDonald 
was chosen as one of the first eleven Judges elected to serve on the 
tribunal. She became the President of the ICTY in 1997. McDonald was 
the second African American to serve as President, the first woman, and 
first African American woman to occupy the Presidency. She was the 
first American to be selected and served as President for two years.
 McDonald was then elected as the Presiding Judge in Trial Cham-
ber II. As Presiding Judge, in the first case the Tribunal heard, the case 
of Dusko Tadic, she delivered the Tribunal’s decision in the case. Tadic 
was the first person tried for international war crimes trial since the 
Nuremberg Trials and the International Military Tribunal in the Far East. 
The case was the first to involve a claim of sexual violence. Tadic was 
found guilty of international war crimes and sentenced to prison.
 In 1997, McDonald was re-elected to the ICTY and then elected as 
the President of the Tribunal by her fellow Judges. As President, she in-
creased the number of Judges and trial chambers as more international 
cases were brought before the Tribunal and more defendants were being 
held in detention. She implemented new pre-trial procedures to shorten 
the trial lengths of cases and established an outreach program to explain 
the Tribunals processes to the people of Yugoslavia or any other country 
that fell under the jurisdictional reach of the Tribunal. 
 McDonald would preside over the Appeals Chamber of the Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR). In that role, she made 
several visits to Arusha, Tanzania, the seat of the Rwanda Tribunal, to 
conduct the business of the Tribunal. In her last act before leaving the 
ICTR and the ICTY, McDonald presided over the case of Jean-Bosco 
Barayagwiza who was accused of conspiracy to commit genocide and 
persecution of the Rwandan people.
 In 2001, McDonald was called upon once again to serve on a Tri-
bunal. This time it was the Iran-United States Claims Tribunal also based 
in The Hague. She served as one of three Americans selected.
 McDonald has received far to many worldwide awards, commen-
dations, recognitions, and awards to list here. Her opinions and writings 
are far too extensive to be listed here and her organizational member-
ships are far to vast to be named. What can be said is that Judge Gabri-
elle Anne Kirk McDonald is indeed, one of a kind having reached the 
pinnacle of legal jurisprudence, one that would make Thurgood Mar-
shall himself applaud.
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CLEVELAND 
McDOWELL

...was born on August 6, 1941 
in Drew, Mississippi to Mr. 
and Mrs. Fudge McDowell. 
He attended public schools 
in Drew, a small town located 
between Memphis, Tennessee 
and Jackson, Mississippi. In 
high school, the gifted Mc-
Dowell served as the President 
of his class, was the Captain of 

the debate team, and a multi sport athlete.
 McDowell attended Jackson State University in Jackson, Missis-
sippi where he graduated with honors in 1963. At Jackson State, while 
completing his undergraduate requirements, he began his graduate 
studies while working as a Student Assistant for civil rights activist, 
Medgar Evers. 
 Completing undergraduate, McDowell, with the help of a Federal 
Court Order and U.S. Army troops, he enrolled into the University of 
Mississippi in June of 1963. With his enrollment into the James O. East-
land School of Law, he became the first African-American student to 
attend a white graduate school in Mississippi. Not long after enrolling 
into the university, Evers would be assassinated.
 Fearing for his life, he and his roommate, James Meredith, the first 
black to be admitted to the University of Mississippi, applied for a per-
mit to carry a gun for protection. Denied, McDowell ordered one from 
a mail order catalog. Although many of the white students carried guns, 
he was caught with the gun on campus and expelled. He needed to 
leave the university to complete his law degree elsewhere.
 For his law degree, McDowell enrolled into Texas Southern Uni-
versity’s Thurgood Marshall School of Law located in Houston, Texas. 
There, he became the Student Bar Association’s President. He was 
awarded several merit awards for his academic achievements at Texas 
Southern. Completing his law degree, he returned to Mississippi where 
he took a job with the Mississippi State Conference. He then joined the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
in their Chicago, Illinois’ offices. With the NAACP, McDowell served on 
the National Youth Work Committee (NYWC). His responsibilities with 
the NYWC centered on voter registration, community development, 
fundraising and youth employment.
 He later took a consulting position with the Cook County Depart-
ment of Public Aid, also in Chicago. He then returned to Mississippi 
where he became the Personnel Director Program Analyst for Coaho-
ma Opportunities, Inc. in Clarksdale. He left in 1969 to become the 
Executive Director of the Mississippi Head Start Training Coordinating 
Council where he served for four years.
 In 1973, he became the Head Start Coordinator for the State of 
Mississippi which was run by the Governor’s Office of Human Resourc-
es and OEO. A year later he was appointed as Associate Director of the 
Mississippi Bar Legal Services Program. In 1975, McDowell decided to 
return to his hometown of Drew where he opened his own law practice.
 For the next ten years, McDowell would serve in several key Mis-
sissippi positions. He became a member of the Mississippi State Bar 
Association, the Magnolia Bar Association, and the American Bar Asso-
ciation. He served the North Mississippi Rural Legal Services in Clarks-

dale as their Managing Attorney; was a member of the Mississippi State 
Penitentiary Board of Directors; and was elected as a Judge in Tunica 
County in 1978.
 McDowell was admitted to argue cases in the Northern and South-
ern United States District Courts, the Fifth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals 
and the Eleventh Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals. For his social mem-
berships, he was a member of the lApha Phi Alpha fraternity joining 
through the Epsilon Xi Lambda Chapter. He was the worshipful master 
of his Masonic Grand Lodge and a 32nd Degree member of the Knights 
Templars Royal Arch. He was also a member of the Shriner Masonic 
unit. For his church, the Greater Holly Grove Missionary Baptist Church 
of Drew, he was the Senior Pastor. He served as Sunflower County Mis-
sissippi’s Democratic Party Chairman. He gave his time as a public de-
fender for the county and was a Board Member, Alderman and Vice 
Mayor of Drew. 
  McDowell’s career and life came to an end on March 13, 1997. 
His naked body was discovered in his home leaning against an upstairs 
bathroom wall by his youngest sister. Having been shot and killed, ques-
tions began to arise as to who had done the shooting. 
 McDowell had for over forty years researched to find answers to 
some of the most violent civil rights murders including those of Med-
gar Evers and Emmitt Till, a black Chicago youth murdered, his beaten 
body tossed into the local Tallahatchie River. McDowell had recently 
put pressure on local prosecutors to reopen unsolved murder cases sur-
rounding civil rights protest. Within several hours of Drew’s shooting, 
Sunflower County Circuit Judge Gray Evans placed a gag order on the 
upcoming investigation of the murder and sealed McDowell’s home.
 In his campaign for civil rights, McDowell had discovered and 
was uncovering a Mississippi legislative approved spy agency that was 
keeping tabs on civil rights activists. The clandestine operation led by 
former FBI, CIA and military intelligence agents had gathered mounds 
of information on black civil rights activists. He was pressuring the fed-
eral government to release these findings to the general public. One 
year after his death, those findings were released although many pages 
and documents were missing. They are still missing to this day.
 Questions also arose as to why McDowell did not defend him-
self as he had strategically placed guns and ammunition throughout his 
home to protect himself against such an intrusion. His family members 
questioned why papers on his coffee table were neatly placed and why 
the dishes in the kitchen sink had been washed. Everyone new that, al-
though he was a great lawyer, housekeeping and neatness were not Mc-
Dowell’s forte. Papers were always lying around and there were always 
dirty dishes in the sink. To all that knew McDowell, those two glaring 
aspects did not add up.
 One of Drew’s clients, nineteen-year-old Juarez Webb of Indiano-
la, a Delta black man was arrested for the murder. For his confession, 
charges of first degree murder were reduced to manslaughter. Webb 
claimed he had shot McDowell after McDowell tried to molest him. 
Rumors began to float around about McDowell being gay that some say 
was true while others dispel the accusations. Webb later proclaimed his 
innocence but was found guilty of the murder and sentenced to maxi-
mum security prison.
 Six months later, Drew’s law office was torched destroying many of 
the boxes of research he had compiled related to Mississippi murders. 
The papers had been placed in Drew’s law office as the family wanted 
to make the office a museum. After the trial and conviction of Webb, 
most of the Mississippi residents refused to discuss the matter for both 
fear and out of respect for McDowell.

SAMUEL 
ALLEN
McELWEE

…was born a slave in 
1857 in Madison Coun-
ty, Tennessee to Georgi-
anna McElwee and Rob-
ert McElwee. In 1866, 
after the Emancipation 
Proclamation had been 
signed, his family moved 
to Haywood County, 

Tennessee. He began his formal education by attending a 
Freedmen’s Bureau School that was taught by his former 
slave master’s children.
 After completing his high school studies, McElwee 
enrolled into Oberlin College in Oberlin, Ohio for one 
year. He then returned south where he began to teach 
school. After three years teaching, he decided to return to 
school to obtain his undergraduate degree. 
 In preparation to return to school, McElwee stud-
ied German, Latin, and mathematics with a Vanderbilt 
University student. The Vanderbilt student then made a 
recommendation, which won McElwee a Peabody Schol-
arship to Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee. He 
received his undergraduate degree from Fisk in 1883. 
While studying at Fisk, McElwee was elected to as a rep-
resentative of Haywood County to the Tennessee General 
Assembly at the age of twenty-six. 
 To obtain his law degree, McElwee enrolled into Cen-
tral Tennessee College’s Law School in Knoxville, Tennes-
see. He received his law degree in 1886. While attend-
ing school and serving in the state legislature, McElwee 
opened a grocery store in Haywood County and began 
his own “reading” law firm. At that time, blacks could not 
obtain a “full” legal job but rather read the law for other 
established lawyers. 
 In 1884, McElwee was elected as head of the Tennes-
see Republican Convention and served as a Delegate to 
the National Convention held in Chicago. A year later, he 
was elected to a second term in the Tennessee state leg-
islature. He was then nominated by former U.S. Senator 
Roderick R. Butler to become the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. He was the first African American to be 
nominated as the Speaker of the House. Unfortunately, 
he received only thirty-two of the ninety-three votes cast. 
 In 1887, McElwee was elected to a third term to the 
House of Representatives. He became the first African 

American to be elected to three terms to the Tennessee 
state legislature. With his re-election, McElwee became 
the most influential Republic party leader in Haywood 
County, Tennessee during the Reconstruction Era. During 
his tenure in the state legislature, McElwee fought against 
the established Jim Crow and contract labor laws. He also 
fought for better educational opportunities for the blacks 
recently freed from slavery.
 McElwee ran for a fourth term, however, he lost the 
election due to voter fraud. The Jim Crow laws were 
in full effect and voter intimidation ran strong. Shortly 
thereafter, due to the increase in violence against blacks, 
McElwee had to flee Haywood County for fear of losing 
his life. With guarded escorts, McElwee and his family 
left Haywood County and moved to Nashville.
 In Nashville, McElwee established a law firm and be-
gan a local newspaper. After several years in Nashville, 
McElwee moved again, this time to Chicago, Illinois 
where he would remain for the remainder of his life. In 
Chicago, McElwee began his last law firm. On October 
21, 1914, Samuel Allen McElwee died. He was fifty-sev-
en years old.
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JAMES 
“JIM”
HOWELL

     McGEE

…was was born Novem-
ber 8, 1918, in Berry-
burg, West Virginia to 
Spanish and Perrie (Dal-
ton) McGee. He was the 
oldest child in the family 
and grew up in Steuben-

ville, Ohio, located about one hundred and twenty miles 
northwest of Berryburg. He received his undergraduate 
degree in 1937 from Wilberforce University in Wilber-
force, Ohio. After obtaining his undergraduate degree, 
he enlisted into the United States Army. Completing his 
military duties, he returned to Ohio and enrolled into the 
Ohio State University School of Law in Columbus where 
he earned his law degree in 1948.
 After receiving passing the Ohio State Bar exam, Mc-
Gee moved to Dayton, Ohio where he began his legal 
career. He became involved with local politics and com-
munity affairs of the city. He joined forces with the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple (NAACP) and accepted civil rights cases referred to 
him by the organization. 
 In 1966, McGee became an assistant to U.S. Con-
gressman Rodney M. Love. As an assistant, McGee 
worked on the federal governments community program, 
War on Poverty. A year later, he accepted a job with the 
city of Dayton as a City Commissioner. 
 In 1970, the current Mayor of Dayton, Dave Hall, 
had to step down due to illness. McGee was appointed 
to take his place and serve out the remaining three years 
of his term. In taking the reins of Dayton’s city govern-
ment, McGee became the first African American to serve 
as Mayor of the city. 
 In 1973, McGee was elected to a full term on his own 
accord. He would be re-elected as Mayor in the 1977 
general election. McGee served as the longest serving 
Mayor in the city’s history, serving for eleven years until 
1981.
 McGee was a member of the Prince Hall Freemasons 
and became a member of the Ancient Square Lodge No. 
40 of Dayton. He also was a member of the Alpha Phi 
Alpha fraternity. For his political alignment, McGee was 
a member of the Democratic Party.

 As a gesture for the appreciation that the city of Day-
ton had for McGee, the city government renamed West-
ern Avenue, a major boulevard in Dayton, as the James H. 
McGee Boulevard. The James H. McGee Boulevard runs 
from McCall Avenue to Little Richmond Road.
 McGee was a member of several organizations. He 
served as a member of the National Bar Association and 
the National League of Cities. He was also a member of 
Sister Cities International.
 James H. McGee died on March 4, 2006 at Covenant 
House Nursing Home in Trotwood, Ohio, a suburb of 
Dayton. He was eighty-seven years old. He was interned 
in the Woodland Cemetery in Dayton.

FREDRICK 
L.
McGHEE

...was born on October 
28, 1861 in Aberdeen, 
Mississippi, to Abra-
ham McGhee and Sar-
ah Walker, who were 
enslaved. His father 
was from Blount Coun-
ty, Tennessee and had 

learned how to read and write without formally training. 
He later became a Baptist preacher. He taught his three 
children, Mathew, Barclay and Fredrick, how to read and 
write. The family was freed from slavery in 1864 when 
General William T. Sherman’s army marched through the 
northeastern part of the state during the Civil War. 
 After the war, the McGhee family made their way 
to Knoxville, Tennessee, where Fredrick first attended 
a United Presbyterian Church freemen’s school, from 
which he graduated in 1877.
 Fredrick moved to Chicago, Illinois in 1879, and be-
gan work as a porter while studying for his law degree. 
After completing his law degree in 1885, McGhee made 
his way into the upper echelons of black Chicago society. 
Four years later, he needed a change.
 Relocated to St. Paul, Minnesota in 1889, McGhee 
became the first African American lawyer in Minneso-
ta. The more he became settled in Minnesota, the more 
disenchanted with the Republican Party he Became. He 
began to feel that although most African Americans voted 
Republican in the late 19th century, the party did little to 
return the favor. Two years later, he converted from Prot-
estantism to Catholicism, attracted by St. Paul Archbishop 
John Ireland’s progressive policies towards race. 
 Working as a criminal defense lawyer in St. Paul, Mc-
Ghee became increasingly involved in civil rights activ-
ism. He became involved in several of the Negro Catho-
lic Congresses pushing for a more aggressive civil rights 
agenda. He gave a St. Paul campaign speech in 1896 ifor 
Democratic Presidential candidate William Jennings Bry-
an. In the speech, he pointed out various problems in the 
Republicans’ treatment of African Americans. Within two 
years, he had formed a civil rights organization called 
The American Law Enforcement League, whose main goal 
was to speak out against lynching. 
 McGhee’s continued his social and civil rights agen-
da with the National Afro-American Council (NAAC) as 

a representative from Minnesota. This Council was even 
more vocal, protested lynchings and calling for feder-
al support to suppress them in the South. In support of  
NAAC, McGhee met W.E.B. DuBois and Ida B Wells-Bar-
nett at an August 1900 NAAC meeting where he joined 
them to speak on the subject.
 At another NAAC meeting two years later, he heard 
Booker T. Washington address the organization. He came 
away convinced that the Tuskegee educator and his fol-
lowers were intent on dominating the organization so 
that it would not pose a threat to his political strategy. 
Although he initially sided with Booker T. Washington, 
McGhee later aligned himself with DuBois when Wash-
ington and DuBois clashed on tactics and philosophy in 
the struggle for racial equality. 
 In 1905, convinced that Washington had completely 
taken over the NAAC, McGhee, along with DuBois and 
William Monroe Trotter, and others, broke off and found-
ed the Niagara Movement which would stand in oppo-
sition to Washington. In 1907, the Niagara Movement 
pushed for the defeat of Republicans Theodore Roosevelt 
and William Howard Taft. McGhee’s influence and prom-
inent position as a black Democrat were not enough to 
upend the election. The Niagara Movement faded out by 
1909 and McGhee turned his attention to its’ successor 
organization, the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP). 
 In one of his last major activities, in 1911, McGhee 
helped establish an NAACP branch in St. Paul, Minneso-
ta. Frederick McGhee died in 1912 at the age of fifty-one 
in St. Paul, a victim of a blood clot which had migrated to 
his lung from a bruised or sprained right leg.
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YVETTE 
MCGEE
BROWN

…was born and raised 
in Columbus, Ohio to 
a single teenaged moth-
er. With the help of her 
grandmother, she was 
taught the importance 
of a good education at 
an early age. She would 

become the first in her family to graduate college and to 
earn several degrees.
 McGee Brown received her undergraduate degree in 
Journalism and Public Relations from Ohio University in 
Athens, Ohio in 1982. She obtained her Juris Doctorate 
from The Ohio State University, Moritz College of Law in 
Columbus, Ohio in 1985. Brown would later be awarded 
honorary Doctor of Laws degrees from Ohio Dominican 
University and from Mount Carmel College of Nursing, 
both located in Columbus.
 In 1992, McGee Brown was elected as a Judge to the 
Domestic Relations and Juvenile Division of the Frank-
lin County Court of Common Pleas. She became the first 
African-American woman to be elected to the Court and 
served on the bench for nine years. Judge McGee Brown 
became the lead Juvenile Court Judge and is credited with 
creating the Family Drug Court and the SMART Program, 
a program aimed at improving truancy and educational 
neglect intervention. She served on the Court of Common 
Pleas for nine years.
 In 2002, Judge McGee Brown founded the non-prof-
it Center for Child and Family Advocacy located in the 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital. The organization is ded-
icated to the treatment and prevention of child abuse and 
domestic violence. She has served as the President of the 
non-profit organization since its’ inception. J u d g e 
McGee Brown has serve on the Board of Directors to the 
Ohio University and The Ohio State University Medical 
Center. She has also served on the Board of Directors to 
the Columbus Academy. In addition, she has served the 
Community Shelter Board as a member of it’s Board of 
Directors, as well as serving on the Boards of M/I Homes, 
Inc. and the Fifth Third Bank of Central Ohio.
 On January 19, 2010, then Governor Ted Strickland 
announced his candidacy for a second term as Ohio’s 
elected Governor and named McGee Brown as his run-

ning mate to take the position held in the Governor’s first 
term by Lieutenant Governor Lee Fisher, who was mak-
ing a run for the U.S. Senate. The Governor was not suc-
cessful in his bid losing to eventual winner, John Kasich. 
Had Governor Strickland been re-elected, McGee Brown 
would have become the fourth female Lieutenant Gover-
nor and the second African American Lieutenant Gover-
nor in Ohio history.
  On December 10, 2010, then Ohio Governor Ted 
Strickland appointed Judge Brown to the Ohio Supreme 
Court. With the elevation of then Associate Justice Mau-
reen O’Connor to become the Chief Justice, Judge Mc-
Gee Brown to her seat effective January 1, 2011. Judge 
Brown served the remainder of Judge O’Connor’s term 
but was defeated in her bid for a full-time term in the 
next election losing to Sharon L. Kennedy. Judge McGee 
Brown’s term ended on December 31, 2012.
 In 2013, Judge McGee Brown joined the Business 
and Tort Litigation practice of Jones, Day, Reavis and 
Pogue. She operates from the firm’s Columbus office lit-
igating business and tort cases. In 2015, she became the 
Partner-in-Charge of Diversity, Inclusion & Advancement 
of the entire firm.  
 Judge McGee Brown has received many honors and 
awards from Ohio legislators, legal associations, and oth-
er institutions during her tenure. She has been induct-
ed into the Ohio Women’s Hall of Fame and the Central 
Ohio Business Hall of Fame. She has been awarded a 
Public Service Award from Ohio University, the Medal of 
Merit Alumni Award from Ohio University, and the Dis-
tinguished Service Award from The Ohio State University. 
The Ohio State University Alumni Association presented 
Judge McGee Brown with its’ William Oxley Thompson 
Alumni Award for Distinguished Achievement Award and 
the local Columbus Chapter of the National YWCA gave 
her a Woman of Achievement Award. In addition, she has 
received the Champion of Children Award. 

WARNER 
T.
McGUINN

…was born on Novem-
ber of 1859 in Gooch-
land County, near Rich-
mond, Virginia to Fannie 
and Jared McGuinn. 
Warner began his formal 
education attending the 
public schools in Rich-
mond. His family later 

moved to Baltimore where he continued his education. 
 After graduating from high school, McGuinn en-
rolled into Lincoln University in Lincoln City, Pennsyl-
vania were he earned his undergraduate degree in 1884. 
He then entered Howard University School of Law in 
Washington, D.C. where he began his law studies. After 
one year at Howard, he transferred to Yale Law School 
in New Haven, Connecticut where he obtained his law 
degree in 1887. At Yale, McGuinn served as the President 
of the Law Club and was a prized orator. He also became 
friends with Samuel Langhome Clemens, better known 
as famed writer Mark Twain who helped to finance Mc-
Guinn’s legal studies.
 In 1891, after receiving his law degree, McGuinn 
took and passed the Connecticut bar exam and began 
to practice law in the area. He moved to Kansas City, 
Kansas for a short period before relocating to his home-
town of Baltimore. He was admitted to the Maryland Bar 
in 1892. He married Virginian Anna L. Wallace and had 
one daughter, Alma. McGuinn then purchased a home at 
1911 Division Street in Baltimore.
 To begin practicing law in Maryland, McGuinn 
joined in a partnership with Harry S. Cummings. He later 
partnered with E. Everett Lane, the son of attorney George 
M. Lane. Several years later, McGuinn was appointed as 
Secretary the Board of Liquor License Commissioners. 
He was the first African American to serve on the Liquor 
Commission.
 In 1910, McGuinn, along with fellow attorney W. 
Ashibe Hawkins served as Legal Counsel in the celebrat-
ed Baltimore segregation case surrounding the city seg-
regated ordinances passed by the City Council. He took 
on cases involving women’s suffrage and presented oral 
arguments to a gathering of concerned listeners at Balti-
more’s Bethel A.M.E. Church during the Inauguration of 

the Baltimore Historical and Literary Association. He also 
lobbied for voting rights.
 In 1917, McGuinn was appointed to the Colored War 
Camp Commission Service’s Board of Managers. Three 
years later, he was elected to the City Council. After being 
elected to the Council, McGuinn served as a Delegate to 
the Republican National Convention in Chicago. Several 
years later, he sought a position in the office of Recorder 
of Deeds for the District of Columbia but was not suc-
cessful in his bid.
 As McGuinn grew older, he became disheartened 
with the crop of new attorneys that were servicing the 
legal field. He pushed for entry exams to be changed to 
include character requirements as well as knowledge 
of the law. He felt the a lawyer’s word had deteriorated 
to the point where a handshake was no longer a moral 
agreement and a man’s word was beginning to be worth 
no more than a grain of salt. 
 Warner T.  McGuinn died on July 10, 1937 at the 
home of his daughter in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He 
was seventy-seven years old. 
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FLOYD 
BIXLER
McKISSICK, SR.

...was born on March 9, 1922 
in Asheville, North Carolina to 
agnolia Thompson McKissick 
and Ernest Boyce. At the age 
of twelve, he received a mem-
bership in the National Associ-
ation for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP). His 
involvement with civil rights 

was cemented when, at thirteen, as a Boy Scout, while helping to 
direct traffic during a roller-skating tournament in his hometown of 
Asheville, a white police officer pushed him to the ground. That in-
cident began his political involvement with North Carolina politics. 
He became even more involved in civil rights when, before he had 
graduated high school, he participated in a protest of the city when 
they refused to allow actor and civil rights advocate Paul Robeson 
to speak in the city auditorium. 
 Completing high school in 1939, McKissick enrolled into 
Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia. Drafted by the U.S. Army, 
he left Morehouse to serve his duty as a soldier.  He served in “The 
European Theater”, being honorably discharged as a Seargent. 
Completing his military responsibilities, he returned to Morehouse 
where he received his degree in 1948.
 McKissick continued his efforts to end the Jim Crow laws that 
were rampant in the South at the time. He became involved with 
freedom rides that addressed racial segregation in interstate trans-
portation. At Morehouse, he became the President of the Progres-
sive Party for the school. 
 McKissick graduated from Morehouse in 1948. He applied for 
law school at the University of North Carolina (UNC) School of 
Law but was denied admission as the school did not admit blacks. 
He instead had to attend the only North Carolina school that ad-
mitted blacks, the North Carolina College (NCC) School of Law, 
now North Carolina Central University (NCCU). McKissick, with 
the help of the NAACP filed suit against the University of North 
Carolina.
 With the legal assistance of Thurgood Marshall and the NAACP, 
the United States Court of Appeals in 1951 ruled that the university 
must admit McKissick and three other students to be admitted into 
the university’s law school. Although he was taking classes at NCC, 
he enrolled into the University of North Carolina law school to take 
summer classes. He became the first African American to attend the 
university’s law school.
 After completing his law studies and passing the North Caro-
lina Bar exam, McKissick opened his law firm in Durham. He, of 
course, took on  civil rights cases. In 1955, he was involved with 
the case that admitted the first black undergraduates to UNC-Chap-
el Hill. In 1957, he was successful in defending twenty high school 
students in their sit-in protest of the Durham’s Royal Ice Cream Par-
lor. In 1959, he represented families in the integration of the city of 
Durham’s public schools.

 In that desegregation case, the lead plaintiffs were his daughter, 
Joycelyn, and his wife, Evelyn. McKissick became heavily involved 
in voter registrations and helped in the campaign for the 1948 Pres-
idential election of past U.S. Vice President Henry Wallace. McKis-
sick, in 1957, became the co-head of the The Durham Committee 
on Negro Affairs’ Economic Committee. He and his fellow commit-
tee members organized boycotts, including the boycott of the Royal 
Ice Cream Parlor by twenty high school NAACP members.
 McKissick’s most recognized litigation involved the desegra-
tion of North Carolina’s Tobacco Workers International. The local 
union was a member of the national AFL-CIO organization.  McKis-
sick fought for the black workers to be admitted to the union with-
out losing their senior ranks. He also litigated for the skilled black 
workers to be paid on the same scale as other skilled white workers.
 In the 1960s’, McKissick represented lunch counter protestors 
in the sit-ins of Woolworth’s Department Stores. He, along with 
members of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) were the lead 
attorneys in the negotiations for Woolworth’s to open their stores 
and lunch counters to black citizens. He traveled throughout the 
state organizing students in their non-violent protests. He repre-
sented both the NAACP and CORE but left the NAACP altogether to 
become the National Chair of CORE’s 1963 Convention. In 1966, 
he became the head of CORE.
 After becoming the head of CORE, McKissick joined in with 
other civil rights organizations in supporting James Meredith in his 
challenge to America to correct its’ system of poverty, racial segre-
gation, and white supremacy in a march from Memphis, Tennessee 
to Jackson, Mississippi. Along with McKissick, were 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Stokely Carmichael. 
 Leaving CORE, McKissick launched the largest project of his 
career. He unveiled his plan to build on 500 acres of farmland in 
Warren County, North Carolina a town he called Soul City. Intend-
ed for all races, Soul City had as it’s purpose to provide opportu-
nities for blacks to prosper. The U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development gave him a $14 million bond issue guarantee 
and he received from the First Pennsylvania Bank $500,000 toward 
the venture. 
 In addition, private donors gave almost $1 million and the state 
of North Carolina provided $1.7 million. Soul City was projected to 
provide 24,000 jobs and have 44,000 inhabitants by the year 2004. 
McKissick built a a state-of-the art water system, a massive steel-
and-glass factory named Soultech I, and a health care clinic. Un-
fortunately, the project ran into difficulties. In 1980, McKissick and 
his Soul City Corporation turned the operation over to the federal 
government. In the transfer agreement, McKissick was able to  keep 
88 acres of land, the project’s 60,000-square-foot headquarter’s 
building, and a mobile home park. In exchange, the Department of 
Housing & Urban Development off McKissick’s loan of $10 million 
and $175,000 in other debts. McKissick agreed to drop a lawsuit 
filed to halt the government’s proposed shut down of the project.
 For his life’s work, in 1990, then Republican Governor James 
G. Martin appointed McKissick as a state District Court Judge in the 
Ninth Judicial District in North Carolina. He also became Pastor of 
the First Baptist Church of Soul City. Ironically, he died on Sunday, 
April 28, 1991 as a result of lung cancer. He was sixty-nine years 
old.

GEORGE 
W.F.
McMECHEN

…was born on October 
29, 1871 in Wheeling, 
West Virginia to Mildred 
and George McMechen. 
After completing high 
school, he enrolled into 
the first class at the new 
Morgan College in Balti-

more, Maryland where he completed his undergraduate 
studies in 1895. The school had previously been the Cen-
tenary Biblical Institute. After earning his undergraduate 
degree, McMechen attended Yale Law School in New Ha-
ven, Connecticut. He received is law degree from Yale in 
1899.
 After obtaining his law degree, McMechen moved to 
Evansville, Indiana where he began his law career. There 
he met Anna Lee Mason of Sparta, Illinois. The two were 
married the following year. After practicing law for four 
years in Indiana, McMechan and his wife moved to Balti-
more, Maryland where he was admitted to the state bar. 
 He joined partnerships with W. Ashbie Hawkins, a 
partnership that would last for the next thirty-seven years 
until the death of Hawkins. The two became successful 
in their law firm within two years. Hawkins decided to 
move from the home he had occupied when he arrived 
in Baltimore, 1429 North Mount Street, to a better home 
at 1834 McCulloh, when he ran into opposition by dis-
gruntled white residents. He took the case to court and 
argued his rights before the before the City Council and 
the Maryland Court of Appeals. He eventually won the 
right to live in the neighborhood. He and his family were 
the first blacks to move into the all-white neighborhood. 
 Many of his white neighbors felt that their property 
values would decrease as a result of McMechen and his 
family moving into the neighborhood. McMechen’s re-
sponse to these allegations was that if he could afford to 
pay a higher price to leave in the neighborhood, he could 
surely afford the upkeep. He went on to fight the city 
ordinances that prohibited blacks from moving into Bal-
timore neighborhoods that had majority white residents. 
The segregation laws that McMechen fought were even-
tually removed from the city codes.
 In 1915, McMechen ran for a seat on the City Coun-
sel representing the 14th Ward. Unfortunately, he lost the 
election but did receive great recognition for his efforts. 

Several years later, he was anointed as the Grand Exalted 
Ruler of Elks of the World. He later became a Trustee of 
Baltimore’s Morgan College. He remained a Trustee for 
eighteen years.
 In 1944, McMechen was elected to the Baltimore 
Board of School Commissioners. He would serve on the 
Board for six years. He was the only black serving on the 
Board. McMechen was soon appointed by then Mayor 
Thomas D’Alesandro III to the Baltimore Charter Revision 
Committee’s Advisory Committee. 
 In 1955, McMechen retired. George W. F. McMechen 
died on February 22, 1961. He was ninety years old. For 
his service to Morgan College, now Morgan State Univer-
sity, the University named its’ Economics building after 
him. The Baltimore School System also named a school 
in his honor.
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THEODORE
McMILLAN

…was born on January 28, 
1919 in St. Louis, Missou-
ri to Joycie Ann McDuffy 
and Theodore McMillian. 
He was the eldest of ten 
children and received his 
undergraduate degree from 
Lincoln University in Jeffer-
son City, Missouri in 1941. 

For his law degree, he attended St. Louis University School of 
Law and received his law degree in 1949. McMillian was one 
of the first black students at the law school and graduated first 
in his class.
 Before entering private practice law, McMillian enlisted 
into the United States Army Signal Corps in 1942. He served 
in the Corps for four years. In leaving the military, McMillian 
reached the rank of Lieutenant.
 After completing his military duties, McMillian returned to 
St. Louis to begin his legal practice. In 1949, he passed the bar 
and co-founded the law firm of Lynch and McMillian. After five 
years in practice, he accepted a position with the City of St. 
Louis. He became the first African-American Assistant Prosecu-
tor for the city working in the office of the Honorable Edward L. 
Dowd.
 In 1956, McMillian was named by then Governor Phil M. 
Donnelly as a Circuit Judge for St. Louis City Municipal Court. 
He served on the Court for six years. He then was called upon 
by the Governor to serve as a Judge.
 In 1972, then Governor Warren E. Hearnes appointed Mc-
Millian to the Missouri Court of Appeals for the Eastern District 
of Missouri. He became the first African-American to serve on 
the Court. He was re-elected to the post in the 1974 election. 
 In 1978, then President Jimmy Carter appointed McMillian 
to the United States Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit. He 
was the first African American to serve on the Eighth Circuit. He 
served as an active Judge on the Court for twenty-five years. In 
July of 2003, he attained senior status. Judge McMillian contin-
ued to serve on the bench until his death.
 Before and after retiring, Judge McMillian taught law as an 
Associate Professor or guest lecturer at several schools includ-
ing the National College of Juvenile Justice at the University of 
Nevada, the National College of State Judiciary, and the Na-
tional College of State Trial Judges at the University of Nevada 
at Reno. He also taught at the St. Louis University Law School 
and the University of Missouri at St. Louis. In addition, he gave 
lessons at Webster College in St. Louis.
 McMillian served on several associations and organi-
zations. He served as the Chair of the Board for the Human 

Development Corporation. He served as a Board member to 
the American Judicature Society, the Blue Cross Hospital Asso-
ciation, the local CAP agency, and the Herbert Hoover’s Boys 
Club of St. Louis. He gave time to the Minority Economic De-
velopment Agency, the National Jesuit Honor Society, and the 
St. Louis University’s President’s Council. He also assisted the 
St. Louis Urban League.
 Judge McMillian was an active member of the Lawyers As-
sociation of the City of St. Louis, the Missouri Bar Association, 
the Mound City Bar Association, and the National Bar Asso-
ciation. He was a Board member of the Advisory Council of 
the Danforth Foundation, the American Judicature Society, the 
Board of Trustees of Blue Cross and Blue Shield, the John Jay 
Steering Committee of the Academy of Criminal Justice Scienc-
es, and the Missouri Council of Law Enforcement Administra-
tion. He was also a member of the Missouri Social Welfare As-
sociation, the National Advisory Board, the National Council of 
Crime and Delinquency, the National Council of Juvenile Court 
Judges as past President, the President’s Council of St. Louis 
University, the St. Louis Minority Economic Development Agen-
cy as Chairperson, the St. Louis Junior College District Board of 
Trustees, and as past President of the Urban League of Metro-
politan St. Louis. He was also a member of Phi Beta Kappa and 
Alpha Sigma Nu.
 Judge McMillian served the Human Development Corpora-
tion, the local anti-poverty agency, as the first Board Chairman 
from 1965 to 1977. He sat on the Board of Catholic Charities of 
the City of St. Louis and was a member of the Executive Com-
mittee of the St. Louis Crime Commission. Judge McMillian, for 
the Herber Hoover Boys and Girls Club of St. Louis, served as 
its’ founder and President.
 Judge McMillian has been given countless awards and rec-
ognition. He has been awarded the Alumni Merit Award from St. 
Louis University and the Award of Honor in the Jurist Division 
from the St. Louis Lawyers Association. He has received Doctor 
of Humanities awards from Lincoln University of Jefferson City, 
the University of Missouri at St. Louis, and the Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis.
 The St. Louis University and Harris-Stowe State College 
both awarded Judge McMillian a Doctor of Laws degree and 
the American Judicature Society gave him their Herber Har-
ley Award. He was inducted into the National Bar Association 
Hall of Fame and the Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis 
awarded him their Founders Award. In addition, the Bar Associ-
ation of Metropolitan St. Louis awarded Judge McMillian their 
Distinguished Lawyer Award and the American Board of Trial 
Advocates named him an Honorary Dipolomate. He also was 
awarded the Spirit of Excellence Award from the American Bar 
Association. 
 Judge Theodore McMillian died on January 18, 2006 at 
Barnes-Jewish Hospital. He was eighty-seven years old.

SHARON
McPHAIL

… born on November 6, 
1948 in Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts to Natalie and 
Robson McPhail. Both of 
her parents jazz entertain-
ers. Her mother earned a 
living as a jazz vocalist 
and her father performed 
as a jazz musician. When 
she was fifteen years old 

and the oldest of seven children, her father died and her mother 
became sill and entered the hospital. Left to raise her siblings, 
her desire to attend college began to fade. Thanks to her great 
grades and study habits, she won several scholarships and with 
the help of student loans and federal grants, she was able to go.
 After graduating high school, she entered Northeastern 
University in Boston, Massachusetts where she earned her 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology and English in 1972. She 
obtained her law degree also from the University’s School of 
Law. She passed the Michigan State Bar in 1976.
 McPhail began her legal career as a staff attorney at the 
Ford Motor Company in Dearborn, Michigan. At Ford, she was 
involved with the company’s regulatory matters. She also assist-
ed the company in its’ Federal Trade Commission administrative 
proceedings.
 During her four years at Ford, McPhail became aware of 
the disparity in promotions between African American lawyers 
and their white counterparts. She realized that she would have 
to work half of her legal career before obtaining the type of 
promotion that she looked forward to. With that, she left the 
company.
 She joined the law firm of Feikens, Stevens, Hurley & P.C. 
for a short period of time before accepting a job, in 1982, as an 
Special Assistant U.S. Attorney for Eastern District of Michigan. 
After a year at the U.S. Attorney’s Office, she joined as an as-
sociate attorney the law firm of Dickinson, Wright, Moon, Van 
Dusen & Freeman based in Detroit, Michigan.  She remained at 
the firm for two years.
 In 1985, McPhail became a member of the Detroit Board 
of Police Commissioners. She would serve on the Board for five 
years. That same year, she was appointed to the Board of Di-
rectors of the Federal Bar Association. She joined the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
and was named to the organization’s Chair of the Operation Fair 
Share Committee of the NAACP’s Detroit branch. 
 McPhail then moved to the law firm of Bushnell, Gage, 
Doctoroff & Reizen, Southfield, Michigan, again as an associate 
attorney. She did not stay long with that law firm before becom-
ing a principal attorney, in 1986, to the Wayne County Corpo-
ration Counsel in Detroit, Michigan. A year later, she joined the 
Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office in its’ Detroit office as Chief 

of Screening for the District Courts. She later was named the 
Division Chief.
 While serving in the Prosecutor’s Office, McPhail became 
heavily involved with the Victim Services Department. She de-
veloped better services for those who were victims of crimes, 
including services for advocates for children and children that 
were victims of child abuse. She especially was concerned with 
the care of children involved in the court process and worked 
to ensure that they did not become intimidated as they went 
through the legal process. The Department under her leadership 
increases for a few employees to twenty-six. 
 In 1988, McPhail was appointed as the Vice-Chair of State 
Officers Compensation Commission. There, she focused on fair 
and equal compensation for employees of the state. That year, 
she also served as Legal Counsel to the Wayne County Neigh-
borhood Legal Services.
 In 1991, McPhail was elected as the President of the Na-
tional Bar Association. She was the fourth woman to lead the 
association. She would later serve as the President of the Wol-
verine Bar Association, an affiliate of the National Bar Associa-
tion. She was the first African American female to serve as the 
association’s President. She also served the Detroit branch of 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple (NAACP) as its’ Vice President.
 In 1993, McPhail entered the race for Mayor of the City 
of Detroit. In a field of twenty-three, she finished second in a 
primary election. In the general election, she lost to candidate 
Dennis Archer who collected 56% of the vote to her 43%. She 
made another attempt for the Mayor’s job in 2005 but came in 
third in the primary race.
 In 2002, McPhail was elected to the Detroit City Council. 
She was the first female attorney to be elected to City Coun-
cil. She served on the Council for four years. During that time, 
McPhail served as General Counsel for a group that sought to 
recapture the right to vote for the School Board in the City of 
Detroit.
 In 2003, McPhail ran for a seat on the Detroit City Council. 
In her third political race, she came out victorious. She would 
serve for one term.
 In 2016, McPhail was fined $144,314 by the Michigan 
Department of Education. She was listed as a Superintendent 
of Brigthmore High School, a charter school, without having 
the required state certifications or working toward obtaining the 
required certifications. The school Principal of record, Ecehlle 
Jordan also lacked the necessary credentials. The fine represents 
part of the salaries paid to McPhail and Jordan. 
 For her service to the legal community, the National As-
sociation of Negro Business and Professional Women’s Clubs, 
Inc. awarded McPhail its’ National Sojourner Truth Meritorious 
Service Award. The National Black Law Students Association 
award her its’ Cora T. Walker Award and the Renaissance Chap-
ter of the Links, Inc. awarded her their Women of Excellence 
Award. The NAACP presented McPhail with an Unsung Heroine 
Award, the March of Dimes awarded her their Humanitarian of 
the Year award, Ebony Magazine named her as one of its’ 100 
Most Influential Black Americans, and the City of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts presented McPhail with a key to the city. 
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BEVERLY
MCQUEARY
SMITH

…received her Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Jer-
sey City State College in 
Jersey City, New Jersey. 
She earned a Master of 
Arts degree from Rut-
gers¬ The State Univer-
sity of New Jersey, in 
New Brunswick, New 

Jersey. For her law degree, she attended the New York 
University School of Law in New York City, New York. 
Smith obtained a Master of Laws degree from Harvard 
Law School in Cambridge, Massachusetts.
 McQueary Smith began her legal career working 
for the federal government. She first worked as a legal 
staff attorney for then New York U.S. Senator Jacob K. 
Javits. She then served as a clerk for a federal District 
Court Judge, worked for the Federal Trade Commission 
as a Program Advisor for Mail Order Rule Enforcement, 
and served as an Attorney-Advisor in the Office of the So-
licitor of the United States Department of the Interior. At 
the Department, she drafted federal regulations that dealt 
with surface coal mining on Indian lands.
 In 1988, McQueary Smith joined the faculty of Touro 
College and University System on their New York campus. 
She taught American law, appellate advocacy, consumer 
law, contracts, and environmental law. She also taught 
land use planning, legislation, professional responsibility, 
race, torts, and zoning. That same year, McQueary Smith 
was named as the Co-Chair of the Law Professors Divi-
sion of the National Bar Association (NBA). She served as 
Co-Chair for three years before becoming the Director of 
Region II of the NBA.
 On July 31, McQueary Smith was sworn in as the 
President of the NBA. The NBA is the oldest and larg-
est national legal association of predominately African 
American lawyers and judges in the United States and 
has over 18,000 judges, lawyers, law clerks, and law stu-
dents in its’ membership. The organization has interna-
tional chapters in Canada, Cote d’Ivoire, England, Gha-
na, Senegal, and South Africa. 
 McQueary Smith has served on several Boards. She 
has served on the Board of the Consumers Union, the 
publishers of Consumers Reports and the Jersey City 
Medical Center. She also served on the Board of the Mi-

nority Environmental Lawyers Association and the Board 
of the Southern Africa Environment Project.
  McQueary Smith served on the Governors of NBA, 
the New York County Lawyers, and the New York County 
Lawyers Association. She also served on the Board of the 
Council on Legal Education Opportunity (CLEO). During 
that same year of 1988, McQueary Smith chaired the 
Southern Africa Environmental Project and the National 
Campaign on Black Health. 
 In 2000, McQueary Smith was elected to the Execu-
tive Council of the National Conference of Bar Presidents. 
That same year, she became the Secretary and Treasurer 
of the Council on Legal Education Opportunity (CLEO). 
She also served the New York State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation for Environmental Justice as a 
member of its’ Advisory Group. In addition, McQueary 
Smith served on the Enforcement Committee of the Na-
tional Environmental Justice Advisory Group of the Unit-
ed States Environmental Protection Agency (NEJAC).
 In 2003, McQueary Smith became a member of the 
New York State Bar Association’s House of Delegates. In 
January 2006, McQueary Smith became Secretary to the 
Women in Legal Education Section of the Association of 
American Law Schools. Two years later, she became the 
Chair of the Section. That same year, she was awarded a 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Touro Law School 
Chapter of the National Black Law Students’ Association. 
 In 2007, McQueary Smith was awarded a Trailblazer 
Award from the Northeast People of Color Legal Schol-
ars Conference. In 2010, McQueary Smith was named as 
President of the North Jersey Chapter of the Links, Inc.. 
That same year, the International President of the Alpha 
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. appointed her to the Internal 
Leadership Training for External Service Committee.
 McQueary Smith is a member of the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc.. She is also a member of The Links, 
Inc. and the American Law Institute. She has served as 
a Commissioner of the New York State Ethics Commis-
sion for the Unified Courts System. McQueary Smith is a 
member of the District of Columbia Bar, the New Jersey 
Bar, the Texas Bar, and the West Virginia Bar.

PAMELA
J.
MEANES

...was raised in East Saint 
Louis, Illinois. She graduat-
ed from the public school 
system of the city. After 
graduating high school, 
she attended Monmouth 
College in Monmouth, Illi-
nois where she earned her 
Bachelor of Arts in English 
and Education. 

 Meanes went on to attend Clark Atlanta University, in At-
lanta, Georgia where she received a Masters of Arts in African/
African American Studies. While at Clark and in her senior year, 
the campus witnessed civil unrest after the infamous Rodney 
King beating and acquittal of the Los Angeles police officers 
accused in the beating. Meanes, who was the President of the 
graduate school student body, was called upon to help quell the 
uprising. In doing so, she was able to negotiate with then Atlan-
ta Mayor Maynard Jackson and the city prosecutor to not charge 
offending students with criminal charges. From those successful 
negotiations and the resulting peace on campus, Meanes decid-
ed that her calling was public legal representation.
 With a new found goal of attaining a law degree, Meanes 
set for herself a new career path. Leaving Atlanta after gradua-
tion, Meanes enrolled into the University of Iowa’s Law School 
in Iowa City where she received her Juris Doctorate degree.  She 
would later be given an honorary Doctorate in Divinity from the 
New Freedom Bible College in Siloam Springs, Arkansas.
 In her first professional legal job, in 1996 Meanes accepted 
a position with the law firm of Thompson Coburn in St. Louis, 
Missouri. At Thompson, she would learn how to balance the 
rigors of working the case loads for a major law firm, taking 
the helm and leadership role of a national bar association, and 
maintaining an active and healthy family life. Meanes would go 
on to become the firm’s first African-American Associate to be 
named a partner.
 In her role as a partner for the firm, Meanes has represented 
many community based clients as well as corporate and mu-
nicipalities. She has represented Furniture Brands Internation-
al, Metro/Bi-State Development Agency, Metropolitan St. Louis 
Sewer District, and the Monsanto Company. For MetroLink in 
Illinois, Meanes was pivotal in their successful land acquisition 
to extend their services to the citizens of St. Louis. 
 While serving in her duties as partner, Meanes gave her 
time serving the on various legal bar associations. In 2006, she 
served as the President of the Mound City Bar Association, a 
local Missouri affiliate of the National Bar Association (NBA). 
In 2007, she served as the Regional Director of Region VIII of 
the NBA. In 2008, she served as Co-Chair of the American Bar 

Association’s (ABA) Section of Litigation Legal Service Delivery 
Committee. In 2011, she became the NBA’s Vice President. 
 On July 31, 2014, Meanes was elected as the 72nd Pres-
ident of the National Bar Association. Before becoming the 
President and after her term ended, she was actively involved 
in the internal workings of the NBA. Over the years, Meanes 
has dedicated her time to serving the NBA as a Vice President, 
Chair of the Baltimore Respect Yourself Committee, Chair of the 
Finance and Fundraising Committee, Deputy General Counsel, 
Editor-In-Chief of the NBA Magazine, Region VIII Regional Di-
rector, Co-Chair of 2009-2010 Constitution and By-Laws Com-
mittee, Co-Chair of the St. Louis Respect Yourself Committee, 
Judicial Selections Committee member, and Nominations Com-
mittee member. Means has also served the Women Lawyers 
Division as its’ First Vice Chair, Second Vice Chair, and Board 
Member.
 In addition to these roles, Meanes has been a member of 
other committees, including the Commercial Law Section, Law 
and Religion Section, Minority Partners in Majority Firms Di-
vision, and the National Bar Institute. She also has served as a 
Board member of the Greater East St. Louis Community Fund, 
Inc.; the Legal Services of Eastern Missouri; and MERS Good-
will.
 Meanes has been is the recipient of various awards during 
her legal career including The Bar Association of Metropolitan 
St. Louis’ Award of Merit, the Outstanding Attorney Award from 
St. Louis University Black Law Student Association, the Out-
standing Achievement in Public Service Award from Washing-
ton University of St. Louis’s Black Law Student Association, and 
the St. Louis Business Journal’s “40 under 40”.
 She was recognized as an “Up and Coming Lawyer” in 
Missouri Lawyer’s Weekly. She was selected by the St. Louis 
Business Journal as a Most Influential Minority Business Leader 
while the local YWCA gave her its’ Leader of Distinction Award. 
Sister to Sister Magazine awarded her their highest award and 
the Missouri Lawyer’s Weekly awarded her their Litigation Prac-
titioner Award. 
 For her efforts, the NBA awarded her several of their 
achievement awards including the 2007 Affiliate Chapter of 
the Year Award, the 2010 NBA Young Lawyers’ Hon. A. Leon 
Higginbotham, Jr.Award, the 2010 and 2011 Region of the Year 
Award, the 2010 and 2011 Presidential Award, the 2011 and 
2012 WLD Chair’s Award, the 2012 NBA Special Presidential 
Award, and the 013 Outstanding Officer’s Award. Means is mar-
ried to Reverend Doctor William M. Meanes, Sr.. Together, they 
have seven children.
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THORNTON
J.
MEACHAM, JR.

…was born on March 
10, 1917 in Terrell, Ar-
kansas to Lila Celesta 
and Dr. Thornton J. Mea-
cham. The family moved 
to Jackson, Tennessee 
where he attended pub-
lic school. He attended 
Lane College in Jackson 

where he received his undergraduate degree. A gifted and 
studious student, although he chose Fordham University 
in New York City, New York to obtain his law degree from, 
he was accepted to the law schools of Columbia Univer-
sity in New York City, New York University in New York 
City, and Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts. Meacham graduated from Fordham, as its’ first grad-
uate and second African American to attend, in 1942.
 When Meacham applied to take the bar exam in New 
York, the New York City Bar Association refused to admit 
him to the bar because due his race. A strong-willed man, 
Meacham fought against the association for membership. 
He prevailed and in 1943, he was admitted to the New 
York City Bar Association.
 Meacham quickly made a name for himself in the 
Harlem community. He set out to break barriers in New 
York’s legal profession as no other African American be-
fore him had done. He would raise the bar for African 
American attorneys and become and advocate for their 
admission to the state bar. He became Harlem, New 
York’s greatest legal advocate to walk the halls of New 
York courts and courts throughout the United States. He 
is solely responsible for African American lawyers being 
admitted to the New York Bar Association.
 Meacham during his lengthy career would break many 
barriers becoming the first in many legal realms. He was 
the first African American attorney to open law offices in 
Harlem. He was the first African American to be hired to 
the Office of Price Stabilization on Broadway in New York. 
He was the first African American to try both criminal and 
civil cases in the Bronx and Queens County Courts and 
the first African American to argue a case before the Unit-
ed States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. Mea-
cham was also the first African American attorney to be 
featured on the cover of The New York Law Journal.
 Meacham, a principled and passionate attorney early 
on took on civil rights cases and cases involving discrim-

ination. With his success, he was soon called upon to 
try cases in other states. Meacham won cases not only 
in New York, but he won cases in New Jersey, Virginia, 
North Carolina, and Florida.  
 With his legal popularity increasing and his victories 
stacking up, many high profile people began to call upon 
him for his services. He represented Congressman Adam 
C.  Powell; New York State Assemblywoman Bessie Bu-
chanan, the first African American woman to sit in the 
New York state legislature; New York State Assemblyman 
Hulan Jack, Assemblyman William T. Andrews; Judge 
Harold Stevens; and even represented fellow attorney 
John Briggs. 
 In the entertainment realm, Meacham represented 
actress Dorothy Dandridge and musicians Louis Arm-
strong and Mile Davis. He also took on cases brought 
to him by the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP). Meacham even represented 
the banking industry when he accepted Carver National 
Bank as a client.
 Meacham would then join forces with Judge Thomas 
Dickens to form a partnership. In his efforts to assist other 
attorneys grow their businesses and to establish a consor-
tium of African American lawyers, he and several other 
elite attorneys founded the Harlem Lawyers Association. 
The association would later merge with the Metropolitan 
Black Bar Association. Meacham was active with the Na-
tional Bar Association and was recognized many times 
for the bar for his accomplishments and leadership.
 In 1994, the National Bar Association awarded Mea-
cham their Wiley A. Branton Issues Award. He was also 
inducted into the bars’ Hall of Fame, which honors attor-
neys that have served in the profession for over forty years 
and have made significant contributions to the causes of 
legal justice. His fraternity, the Alpha Phi Alpha Frater-
nity, Inc., has also recognized Meacham as one of their 
accomplished members.
 Meachams extraordinary accomplishments to the 
legal profession and to fellow attorneys have left him a 
legacy that few can duplicate. His exemplary service to 
the field of law and to the communities he served across 
several states are a testament to his dedication and love 
for law. His energy, discipline, humor, and wisdom car-
ried him to heights many have not achieved. The admira-
tion shown him by his peers, advisories and community 
leaders give witness to his accomplishments and to the 
respect the had for him.
 Thornton J. Meacham, Jr. died on October 4, 2009. 
He was ninety-two years old. 
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ROTHSCHILD
MEHLINGER

…was born on December 
20, 1882 in Union Point, 
Louisiana to Catherine Hayes 
and Ferdinand Mehlinger. 
His mother was a Mississip-
pi slave and his father was a 
white German Jew who had 
emigrated from Wachen-
heim, Bavaria to New Orle-
ans and became a postmaster 
and merchant.  When young 
Lewis was old enough, he 

was sent to Jackson, Mississippi to attend nearby Tougaloo College, 
a historically black college, which at the time, was a vocational 
learning school. He graduated with a degree in Industrial Education.
 While studying at the school, famed educator Booker T. Wash-
ington made a visit to the school and Mehlinger was assigned to be 
a caretaker of him during his stay. He shined Washington’s shoes 
and accompanied him during his tour of the school and the local 
community. That experience left a lasting impression on Mehlinger, 
which caused him to study even more diligently.
 After graduation, Mechlinger took a job as a carpenter for a 
short time in Florida before relocating to Washington, D.C. where 
he took a job as a clerk in the U.S. Treasury Department. He found 
housing in the same house as historian Carter Woodson and assist-
ed Woodson as the Secretary of the historian’s Association for the 
Study of Afro-American Life and History. 
 He enrolled into Washington’s Howard University School of 
Dentistry taking night classes, however, the dental school closed 
before Mehlinger could obtain his dental degree. Having studying 
shorthand, typing, bookkeeping at the vocational school, he was 
qualified to move from his job as a clerk at the Treasury to that 
of a stenographer. He then enrolled into Howard University’s Law 
School, again taking night courses.
 His studies were interrupted when he was called to active duty 
in the military. He was thirty-six years old when he entered the 
military. He trained in a black officer’s training school and served 
with the 300th Infantry Division in the St. Die Sector of the Argonne 
Forest in France. He left the military as a Captain.
 After completing his service, Mehlinger returned to Howard 
and graduated from the law school magna cum laude in 1921 at 
the age of forty. Now having a law degree, he left the Treasury De-
partment moving to the Justice Department (DOJ) as a law clerk. He 
soon became an Assistant Attorney and was given cases to argue 
before the Court of Claims. He then became a Senior Attorney with 
the Department.
 Mehlinger was sent to south to try cases, many times to the 
ire of white attorneys upset that the DOJ had sent a black attorney. 
Once a case was tried, he would immediately leave town for fear 
of Ku Klux Klan reprisals. His fears became reality after his brother 
was murdered and his father, although white, was run out of town.
 Not deterred, in 1925, Mehlinger, Charles Hamilton Houston, 
and five other attorneys founded the Washington Bar Association, 
a black lawyer’s group. Years later, they would found the Robert H. 

Terrell Law School, a night school for African American law stu-
dents. Mehlinger also joined the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People and for W.E.B. DuBois, the editor of 
the NAACP’s Journal, he testified before Congress in a case involv-
ing desegregating railroad passenger cars after the wartime nation-
alization of the industry.
 In his fight for equal justice, Mehlinger refused to join the Na-
tional Negro Congress (NNC). He instead joined forces with Nation-
al Lawyers Guild (NLG), as it had received clearance from the U.S. 
Attorney General’s Office and was not on the List of Subversive Or-
ganizations as was the NNC. For the NLG, he served on the Guild’s 
Civil Rights Committee but attended less than three meetings.
 In 1941, during World War I, Mehlinger offered his services to 
the Secretary of War and wanted to re-enlist, however, the Secretary 
felt he was more valuable as a civilian attorney rather than an en-
listed man, especially due to his age. In that, the new presidential 
administration kept him on at the DOJ. 
 The following year, Mehlinger applied for membership in the 
Federal Bar Association signing the application as a Negro. The 
National Council of the association did not review his application 
until two years later. They then took nine months in review. He 
applied a second time in 1944, this time indicating that he was of 
Jewish heritage. 
 Mehlinger received a recommendation of admittance but after 
review of the information they had on Mehlinger, his application 
was referred back to the Admissions Committee stating that the ap-
plication did not meet the standards of policy of the organization. 
In essence, Mehlinger was still a Negro according to the paperwork 
submitted in the two applications. The Admissions Committee was 
instructed to investigate. After speaking with Mehlinger and hearing 
that his father was indeed white and his use of the word Creole in 
the application was sufficient and he was admitted to the Federal 
Bar Association in 1945, three years after his first application.
 In 1948, Mehlinger was called before the DOJ’s Loyalty Re-
view Board on a show cause order due to his association with the 
Southern Negro Youth Congress, which had been under surveil-
lance by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. He had been listed 
as a sponsor to the group’s national meeting. He had agreed to 
become a sponsor after seeing the name of DuBois, a man whom he 
greatly respected and thought was one of the most intelligent men 
he had ever met. 
 Not knowing the group was considered subversive until called 
before the Review Board, Mehlinger told the Board that he naturally 
had sympathy for the group as he was born in the south and had felt 
firsthand the effects and indignities of Jim Crowism but his loyalty 
lay with the DOJ. Many witnesses, both black and white, came to 
Mehlinger’s defense. In the end, he kept his position at the DOJ but 
his file was kept open until his retirement. After serving as an attor-
ney with the Justice Department for twenty years, Mehlinger retired 
in 1953.
 In retirement, he became active in his church where he served 
as a Deacon. He gave community time to the American Legion, 
the Elks, and his college fraternity. He continued to practice law 
privately and at the age of one hundred, he still had several clients 
on the dockets of the courts.
  Louis Rothschild Mehlinger died of a heart attack at the Wash-
ington, D.C. Hospital Center at the age of one hundred and five 
years old.
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CHRISTOPHER
COLUMBUS
MERCER

…was born on March 27, 
1924 in Pine Bluff, Arkan-
sas to Tarvell Linda Mer-
cer and Castor Mercer, Jr.. 
His named was changed 
to Christopher Columbus 
Mercer, Jr. soon after his 
birth. His mother owned 

a dry-cleaning business and his father worked for the St. 
Louis Southwestern (Cotton Belt) Railroad as a mechanic. 
 After graduating from Merrill High School in Pine Bluff 
in 1942, Mercer entered the Arkansas Agricultural, Mechan-
ical & Normal College (AM&N), now known as the Universi-
ty of Arkansas at Pine Bluff. While studying for his Bachelor 
of Arts degree, Mercer taught high school at Corbin High 
School, which was located on the AM&N campus. He taught 
eighth-grade algebra, American government, civics, geome-
try, and mathematics. 
 Mercer received his undergraduate degree from AM&N 
in 1946. He then became the Principal Conway County 
Training School in Menifee, Arkansas. He served as Principal 
for five years.
 To earn his law degree, Mercer attended the Universi-
ty of Arkansas School of Law in Fayetteville where he ob-
tained his law degree. Mercer was the third student to enroll 
into the law school. While earning his law degree, Mercer 
again taught high school, this time at Carver High School in 
Marked Tree, Poinsett County, Arkansas. He taught biology, 
chemistry, and mathematics. He also taught a business class 
for returning veterans. In addition, Mercer served as the high 
school basketball coach.
 While obtaining his law degree, Mercer had to suspend 
his studies on several occasions to take a job in order to 
earn money to pay for his law degree. He graduated with 
his law degree from the University of Arkansas School of 
Law in 1955. He was one of the first six students to integrate 
the law school, which became known as the “Six Pioneers”. 
Although he received his law degree in 1955, Mercer took 
and passed the bar exam a year earlier, in 1954 having the 
highest score amongst all students who took the exam that 
year. Ironically, Mercer received his law license on May 17, 
1954, the exact same date that the United States Supreme 
Court ruled in the legendary federal case of “Brown v. Board 
of Education of Topeka, Kansas”. 
 After being admitted to the Arkansas bar, Mercer part-
nered with fellow University of Arkansas Law School stu-

dent, Wiley Austin Branton, for one year before becoming 
involved with the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) working on civil rights cases. He 
married Inez Le May and together they had seven children. 
They would later divorce. Mercer then remarried, this time 
to Pamela James. They would have two children.
 In 1957, Mercer became the Field Secretary for the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP). In that role, he served as an advisor to civil rights 
activists, Daisy Bates during her desegregation of the Little 
Rock Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas. Once 
the nine students were admitted to the high school, during 
the first semester, Mercer served as a driver for them, driving 
them to and from school. That year, he joined the Arkansas 
Council on Human Rights and served as the Executive Di-
rector of the Council. 
 In 1959, Mercer partnered with E.V. Trimble to form a 
law firm. The two operated together for two years. He then 
partnered with Delector Tiller, again operating together for 
two years. 
 In January 1967, Mercer was appointed as the Deputy 
Prosecuting Attorney in Little Rock, Arkansas. He became 
the first African American to hold his position in Arkansas 
and any other southern state. He served as Deputy Prose-
cuting Attorney for four years. He then returned to private 
practice.
 Mercer would litigate cases in Arkansas for the next 
forty years. During that time, he represented nearly every 
church denomination established in the United States. He 
served as the General Counsel for Shorter College in North 
Little Rock, Arkansas and the General Counsel for the inter-
national Connectional A.M.E. Church. He also served as a 
Special Judge to several courts in Arksansas’ Pulaski County. 
 In 2004, Mercer celebrated his achievement of practic-
ing law for over fifty years in Arkansas, serving his commu-
nity and clients in their legal needs. He was a member of 
Bethel A.M.E. Church in Little Rock, a member of the 20th 
Century Knights Social Club, and a member of the Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity.
 Mercer has received numerous awards including the 
Silas Hunt Legacy Award. The award recognizes an African 
American attorney that has exemplified excellence in the 
legal profession and for their achievements and contribu-
tions to the legal community. He also received an honorary 
Doctor of Laws degree, both citations coming from the Uni-
versity of Arkansas School of Law.
 Christopher Columbus Mercer, Jr. died on November 
20, 2012. He was eighty-seven years old.

JAMES
HOWARD
MEREDITH

...was born on June 25, 1933 in 
Kosciusko, Mississippi to Rox-
ie Smith Meredith and Moses 
Meredith. James and his nine 
siblings attended segregated 
schools in his early years. Un-
der the Jim Crow laws of the 
time, whites and blacks at-
tended separate schools. 
     Graduating high school in 
1951, Meredith enlisted into 

the military joining the U.S. Air Force. He served in the military for nine 
years. Leaving the Air Force, he returned to Mississippi to enroll into 
Jackson State University located in Jackson.
 Meredith chose Jackson State University to attend as that was the 
designated state school for blacks to attend. Inspired by President Ken-
nedy and prior to attending Jackson State, in 1961, he applied to at-
tend the University of Mississippi (UM). Knowing that the UM did not 
accepts blacks, Meredith applied anyway. The U.S. Supreme Court in 
1954 had passed legislation in the case of Brown v. Board of Education 
that segregated public schools was unconstitutional. Despite that ruling, 
the state of Mississippi defied that ruling and refused to admit blacks.
 Denied twice, Meredith continued his fight for admission. In his 
pursuit, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple (NAACP) and their Legal Defense Fund (LDF) came to his defense. 
Medgar Evers, who headed the state chapter of the organization, be-
came his advisor. The LDF filed a lawsuit against the University of Mis-
sissippi in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Mississippi, 
citing because of Meredith’s race, he had been rejected.
 Evers and the LDF, after not receiving the outcome they sought in 
the suit, appealed to the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Cir-
cuit. The court ruled that Meredith had to right to attend the university. 
Not satisfied with the Court of Appeals ruling, the state of Mississippi 
appealed that decision to the U.S. Supreme Court. The court ruled in 
Meredith’s favor and upheld the Court of Appeals ruling.
 An injunction was then entered by the District Court compelling 
members of the Board of Trustees and other officials at the University 
to admit Meredith. Then Democratic Governor Ross Barnett refused to 
admit Meredith instead quickly introducing legislation that forbid ad-
mission to the university of anyone “who has a crime of moral turpitude 
against him” or who has been convicted of a felony and not pardoned. 
Meredith had convicted of “false voter registration” in Jackson County 
Mississippi.
 Officials at the university decided to admit Meredith, however, 
Governor Barnett still refused to allow him stating that no school in 
Mississippi would be integrated during his tenure. The Court of Appeals, 
with all judges present, placed Governor Barnett in in civil contempt. 
The Court ordered him arrested and fined him $10,000 for each day that 
Meredith was not admitted. Mississippi Lieutenant Governor Paul John-
son was also found in contempt and ordered to pay $5,000 for every day 
that the university refuses to admit Meredith.
 At an impasse, U.S. Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy phoned 
Governor Barnett in an attempt to convince him to relent in his stance 
against  Meredith’s admittance. Barnett continued his refusal. The Mis-
sissippi State Highway Patrol who had been patrolling the campus as 
many angry white supremacist and pro segregationist had gathered was 
withdrawn. Without their presence, the feuding sides began to fight and 
a riot erupted.

 Kennedy ordered the Mississippi National Guard and federal 
troops to the campus to quell the rioting. In the violence, white rioters 
burned cars and threw rocks at the federal marshals. They destroyed 
property belonging to the university. During the violent riot, two men 
were killed by gunfire. 
 After the U.S Marshals gained control of the campus, on October 
1, 1962, Barnett relented and agreed to admit Meredith. On October 
3, 1962, Kennedy sent 500 U.S. Marshals to the Mississippi campus to 
protect Meredith as he registered in the school. With his admission, he 
became the first African-American student to enroll at the University of 
Mississippi. The U.S. Marshals did not leave the campus until the end of 
the semester when Meredith finished his classes that year.
 Achieving this historic feat in the face of extreme bigotry and ha-
tred, Meredith, despite constant harassment and racist attacks, graduat-
ed from the University of Mississippi with a degree in Political Science 
on August 18, 1963. He then left the U.S. to continue his education at 
the University of Ibadan in Nigeria. Two yeas later, he returned to the 
U.S. and enrolled into Columbia University ‘s law school in New York 
City. In 1968, he earned his law degree.
 Continuing to fight racial injustices, in 1966, Meredith organized 
a march from Memphis, Tennessee to Jackson, Mississippi. His 220 mile 
March Against Fear was intended to bring light to racial oppression in 
Mississippi. He wanted to show the importance of blacks registering to 
vote since the 1965 Voting Rights Act had been passed and to help them 
overcome their fears of racial hatried. Governor Paul Johnson, the Lieu-
tenant Governor of Mississippi at the time Governor Barnett opposed 
Meredith’s enrollment in the University agreed to give Meredith and the 
marchers State Highway Police protection. 
 In his march, Meredith had asked that only men participate in the 
event of trouble. He was right. On the second day of the march, he was 
shot and wounded by James Norvell, a white man who plead guilty of the 
shooting. Hearing of the shooting, many organizations from around the 
country went to Mississippi to complete Meredith’s march. After recov-
ering from his gunshot wound, Meredith rejoined the marchers. By the 
time he returned to the march, over 15,000 people had joined the march. 
Also, over 4,000 voters were registered.
 Meredith entered politics in 1967, when he ran on the Republican 
ticket for the Harlem, New York Congressional seat. Facing the incum-
bent Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., he eventually withdrew from the race. 
After the loss, Meredith returned to Mississippi where he again ran for 
political office, this time for the U.S. Senate in 1972. That run also end-
ed in defeat.
 Meredith would later become an advisor to North Carolina U.S. 
Senator Jesse Helms, an white segregationist. For accepting this role, 
Meredith received much criticism for working with for a man who had 
been opposed to integration. Meredith responded by stating that he had 
applied to several Senator and House of Representative members but 
only Helms offered him a job. 
 Forty years later, in 2002, the University of Mississippi honored 
Meredith with a year long celebration of his historic feat. Meredith, 
although he participated in the events, was not elated by the events. 
Meredith, years earlier, had achieved his main goal of integrating the 
university of which he called “an assault on white supremacy.” His son, 
Joseph would later graduate at the top of his class from the school’s 
graduate business school with a Doctoral degree.
 Meredith continues to be involved in educational and civil rights 
Issues. His nonprofit organization, the Meredith Institute, serves as 
his vehicle in his efforts to protect the rights of African Americans. He 
has penned several books, including his 2010 publication, Will Wad-
sworth’s Train to Nowhere.  In 2012, he authored his memoir, A Mission 
from God. Meredith continues to speak around the country about his 
experiences during the desegregation of the University of Mississippi.
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HENRY 
MCKINLEY
“MICKEY”

            MICHAUX, JR.

…was born September 
4, 1930. He graduated 
from the preparatory Al-
ice Freeman Palmer Me-
morial Institute in Seda-
lia, North Carolina. The 
school was founded in 

1902 by Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Brown and named after Al-
ice Freeman Palmer, the former President of Wellesley Col-
lege and Dr. Brown benefactor. The school was created for 
upper class black children. 
 After graduating from high school, Michaux enrolled 
into North Carolina Central University (NCCU) in Durham, 
North Carolina where he received his Bachelor of Science 
in Biology in 1952. While earning his undergraduate degree, 
Michaux became a member of the Lampodas Club of Ome-
ga Psi Phi fraternity. In 1949, he served as Treasurer for the 
organization. He is also a member of the Beta Phi Chapter of 
Omega Psi Phi fraternity.
 Michaux remained at NCCU where he obtained his 
Doctor of Jurisprudence degree in 1964. He went on to fur-
ther his education at Rutgers University in New Brunswick, 
New Jersey, receiving degrees in Biochemistry and Physiol-
ogy. He would gain additional training back at NCCU when 
he took courses in Economics and Business Administration.
 In 1952, Michaux enlisted into the United States Army 
Medical Corps and served for two years. He then served in 
the United States Army Reserve for six years leaving in 1960. 
He returned to North Carolina to begin his legal career.
 In 1955, Michaux became the Vice President of Union 
Insurance and Realty Company in Durham. He continued 
to practice law for several years before joining the District 
Attorney’s Office as an Assistant District Attorney. He be-
came the first African American in any southern state since 
Reconstruction to serve as an Assistant District Attorney. He 
remained with the District Attorney’s Office for five years.
 In 1973, Michaux was elected to the North Carolina 
General Assembly. He represented North Carolina’s 31st 
District, which includes county of Durham. He served in the 
Assembly for four years.
 In 1977, Michaux was appointed by then President Jim-
my Carter to lead the office in the Middle District of North 
Carolina. He was again the first African American to lead a 
southern legal office since Reconstruction. He remained at 
that post for five years.

 In 1982, Michaux ran for a seat in the United States 
Congress. Losing his bid for a Congressional seat, he ran for 
his old seat in the North Carolina House. In 1983, Michaux 
was elected again to the North Carolina General Assembly 
representing the 31st District. He would serve in his seat for 
the next thirty-four years, and counting.
 In 1992, Michaux ran and lost the Democratic prima-
ry in the newly established 12th Congressional District to 
fellow Democrat Mel Watt. As a member of the state legis-
lature, he introduced a bill that would lower the amount of 
votes needed to avoid a run-off election. In his congressional 
race, he did not gather over fifty percent of the votes and had 
to enter a run-off campaign, which he won. His bill to lower 
the threshold of votes from fifty to forty percent was insti-
tuted and is still in effect today. Had that law been in effect 
when Mercer ran for Congress, he would have become the 
first African American from North Carolina elected to serve 
in the United States Congress since he did receive the most 
votes in the Congressional race, but not the required fifty 
percent. He lost that race in a run-off.
 In 2007, Michaux was selected to serve as the Senior 
Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee. He also 
served as the Chairman of the House Select Committee on 
Street Gang Prevention. In 2014, Michaux became the lon-
gest serving member of the North Carolina General Assembly.
 Representative Michaux is married to June Michaux and 
together they have two children, Jocelyn and Cicero. He is 
currently a practicing attorney for the law firm of Michaux 
and Michaux Practicing Attorneys located in Durham. The 
firm was established in 1970 and has litigated cases for for-
ty-seven years.
 For his alma mater, North Carolina Central University, 
Michaux has served as the National President of the NCCU 
Alumni Association on three different occasions. He also 
serves the school as a member of its’ Board of Trustees. In 
addition, Michaux serves on the Board of Directors of the 
NCCU Foundation, Inc..
 Michaux has been honored by man associations and or-
ganizations during his lengthy career in the North Carolina 
General Assembly and his contributions to varied organiza-
tions has been vast. He has been recognized by his alma 
mater, North Carolina Central University, which renamed its’ 
School of Education in his honor. He was also inducted into 
the school’s Black College Alumni Hall of Fame.
 Michaux holds memberships in the National Bar Asso-
ciation and the North Carolina Bar Association. He also is a 
member of the North Carolina Association of Black Lawyers. 
In addition, North Carolina Central University awarded Mi-
chaux an Honorary Doctor of Laws from as well.

STEPHAN 
P.
MICKLE

…was born in New 
York City, New York. 
After completing high 
school, he enrolled into 
the University of Florida 
in Gainesville, Florida 
where he received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree 

in 1965 majoring in Political Science. He was the first 
African American student to graduate from the university. 
 In 1966, Mickle received a Master of Education de-
gree from the university. He remained at the university 
to study for his law degree, which he received from the 
Fredric G. Levin College of Law in 1970. He was the sec-
ond African American to graduate from the law school, 
the first being W. George Allen. 
 After leaving law school, Mickle took and passed the 
Florida State Bar exam. He then moved to Washington, 
D.C. where he took a job with the Equal Employment Op-
portunity Commission in their Office of Legal Services. He 
also established law offices in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
 In 1971, he returned to Gainesville to become an 
Adjunct Professor at the University of Florida College of 
Law. He remains in that post today. He also established a 
private practice law firm in Alachua County, the first Afri-
can American to practice in the Gainesville. Mickle also 
served as an Adjunct Professor at Florida State University 
and taught high school in Titusville for one year.
 In 1974, Mickle served as a Special Assistant Public 
Defender for the Eighth Judicial Circuit Court. Five years 
later, he became a Judge on the Alachua County Court. As 
the first African American to be named a Judge in Alachua 
County, he served the Court for five years. He then was 
named as a Circuit Judge in the Eighth Judicial Circuit, the 
first African American Judge to serve in the Eighth Judicial 
Circuit.
 In 1993, Judge Mickle was again nominated to a seat 
on the bench. This time he was appointed as a Circuit 
Judge to Florida’s First District Court of Appeals. He again 
became a first, the first African American to serve on the 
Court of Appeals. He served on the Court of Appeals for 
five years.
 In 1998, then President Bill Clinton nominated Mick-
le as a United States District Judge of the United States 

District Court for the Northern District of Florida. He was 
the first African American to sit on the Northern District 
Court. His nomination was confirmed on May 22, 1998. 
In 2009, he was elected as Chief Judge and served as 
Chief Judge for two years. In 2011, Mickle assumed senor 
status.
 In 1999, Mickle received the University of Florida’s 
Distinguished Alumnus Award. He was the first African 
American man to ever receive the honor. The University 
also honored Judge Mickle with a tree dedication held on 
the schools campus. The university’s Center for the Study 
of Race and Race Relations also gave Judge Mickle recog-
nition for his years of service to the Florida bench.
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VICKI 
MILES-
LAGRANGE

...was born in 1953 in Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma to 
Mary Lou Miles and Charles 
C. Miles. Both of her par-
ents were educators having 
taught in the Oklahoma 
City public school for many 
years. Oklahoma, like many 
southern regions, had segre-

gated schools and education was a premium. Vicki was fortunate as 
her parents ensured that she receive the tools necessary to succeed. 
 In Miles-LaGrange’ tenth grade of high school, she was se-
lected to represent her Catholic school, Bishop McGuinness High 
School at the American Legion Auxiliary’s 1970 Oklahoma Girls’ 
State. The event is sponsored by the Auxiliary which runs a  mock 
government in order for high school students to learn how the gov-
ernment process works. Elected by popular vote as Governor of 
the event by the 416 girls participating in the mock trials, Miles, 
because of her race, was not permitted to represent Oklahoma at 
the national 1970 Girls’ Nation event in Washington, D.C.. From 
this disappointing prohibition, Miles was able to accept this injus-
tice without allowing it to deter her Ambitions. Instead it gave her 
the passion and grace to continue her journey toward excellence, 
something  she had learned early on from her parents.
  Miles-LaGrange left the U.S. to attend the University of Ghana 
in Accra, Ghana, West Africa. From that university, in 1973, she 
received her certificate of graduation. She returned to the states 
and enrolled into Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New York. She 
graduated cum laude from Vasser in 1974. She went on to attend 
Howard University’s School of Law in Washington, D.C. graduating 
in 1977 with her J.D. degree. While at Howard, she became Editor  
of The Howard Law Journal.
 In her first job as an attorney, Miles-LaGrange clerked for 
Woodrow Seals of the United States District Court for the Southern 
District of Texas. She would remain his clerk for two Years. From 
1979 to 1980, she was a Graduate fellow in the Criminal Divi-
sion of the U.S. Department of Justice in Washington, D.C.. She 
left Justice to take a position as a Special Assistant to the African 
Development Group (ADC) in Washington, D.C.. While working at 
ADC, Miles-LaGrange was also a Lecturer in the Women’s Studies 
Program at the University of Maryland, College Park.
 From 1982 to 1983, she became a Trial attorney for the U.S. 
Department of Justice’s Office of Enforcement Operations. Leaving 
the Justice Department for the second time, Miles-LaGrange re-
turned to Oklahoma to serve as Assistant District Attorney for Okla-
homa County. She remained in this position for three years focusing 
mostly on sex crimes. 
 In 1986, Miles-LaGrange tried her hand at private practice. 
While practicing, she decided, a year later, to run for elected office. 
She put her hat in the ring and was elected as a state Senator at the 
age of 33. She would serve as Senator until 1993. With her seat in 

the Senate, she became the first African-American woman elected 
to the Oklahoma State Senate in the history of the state. Taking 
a Senate seat along with her was Maxine Horner, another African 
American woman elected during the same time as Miles-LaGrange.
 In 1993, Bill Clinton assumed the Presidency of the United 
States. He quickly appointed Miles-LaGrange as U.S. Attorney for 
the Western District of Oklahoma. She would serve for one year 
when President Clinton called on her again. This time she was nom-
inated to a seat on the United States District Court for the Western 
District of Oklahoma. Two weeks later, she was confirmed by the 
United States Senate. In 2008, she was appointed Chief Judge. She 
held the position until 2015. 
 Controversy found its’ way to Judge Miles-LaGrange’s cham-
bers with her preliminary ruling of the Oklahoma’s Constitution 
which prohibited the state’s courts from either “considering or 
using” international law or Islamic Sharia law in their Opinions. 
Considerable attention was drawn to her which prompted a state 
legislator to ask Congress to impeach her.
 Having traveled the world to give mission to her rule of law, 
 Miles-LaGrange, has involved herself in both national and interna-
tional civil and human rights. Her humanitarian works have been 
recognized around the world. She has been awarded inductions 
into several Hall of Fames. In 1999, she was inducted into the Af-
rican-American Hall of Fame. In 2003, the  Women’s Hall of Fame 
gave her the honor. The Child Advocate honored her with a Hall of 
Fame induction in 2003, and in 2008, the Mid-America Education 
awarded her the same honor.
 Other awards and honors given to Chief Judge Miles-LaGrange 
include the 1992 National Association for Equal Opportunity in 
Higher Education (NAFEO) Distinguished Alumni Award; a 1995 
Oklahoma City University School of Law Honorary Doctor of Laws 
Degree; the 1999 University Women’s Project Kate Barnard Award 
(Oklahoma’s First Commission of Charities and Corrections); the 
2002 American Bar Association Commission on Racial and Ethnic 
Diversity in the Profession Meritorious Service Award for Leader-
ship in ABA Judicial Clerkship Program; the 2002 Ebony Tribune 
“Keeper of the Dream” Award; the 2006 County Historical Society 
Pathmaker Award; and the Bangladesh Society of Oklahoma Appre-
ciation Award in 2008. 
 For her international works, Miles-LaGrange has worked with 
courts, judges and students in Africa, Asia, and South America. She 
has spoken to students in  Korean colleges about American black 
history and has hosted Russian and Rwandan judges, along with 
other foreign judiciaries, inviting them to Oklahoma. She even 
hosted the Supreme Court of Ghana. She was also a part of a invit-
ed delegation to the official closing of the Gacaca Courts in Kigali, 
Rwanda by the Attorney General of Rwanda.
 Miles-LaGrange is a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority, 
and formerly served as the Regional Director for the Midwestern 
Region. She is also a member of The Links, Incorporated. This ex-
clusive non-profit organization combines friendship and communi-
ty service to help their communities thrive.
 As a writer, Miles-LaGrange co-authored the book, A Passion 
for Equality – The Life of Jimmy Stewart, which became a 2000 
Oklahoma Book Award Finalist. In 2003, Miles-LaGrange was in-
ducted in the Oklahoma Women’s Hall of Fame.

THOMAS 
EZEKIEL
MILLER

...was born on June 17, 
1849 in Ferrebeeville, 
South Carolina. His 
mother  was the daugh-
ter of Judge Thomas 
Heyward, Jr., who was 
one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Indepen-
dence. She was a “mu-

latto”, a name given to a person of mixed race of black 
and white. Miller’s father was a wealthy white man. Mill-
er’s parents were forced to place him up for adoption. 
Richard and Mary Ferrebee Miller, former slaves, adopted 
him and took him with them on their move to Charleston, 
South Carolina.
 As a child, Miller attended the free colored schools 
for children in Charleston. As a teenager and after the 
Civil War ended, he moved to Hudson, New York. Al-
though he could pass for white, Miller chose to identify 
himself as black. After graduating high school, Miller en-
rolled into historically black college, Lincoln University 
located in Lincoln University, Pennsylvania. He graduat-
ed in 1872. Wanting to help slaves earn their freedom, he 
decided to return to South Carolina.
 Back in South Carolina, he took a job as a Beaufort 
County School Commissioner. To work toward his law 
degree, he enrolled into South Carolina College, now 
the University of South Carolina in Columbia. Miller was 
fortunate to have earned his law degree in 1875 and to 
have passed the bar the same year because a year later, in 
1876, the Republican party lost control of the South Car-
olina legislature. The party had allowed blacks to attend 
the law school. With Democrats winning control of the 
state legislature, they passed legislation forbidding blacks 
from the school and forced the black students out of the 
school.
 With his law degree in hand, Miller, in his attempt 
to help blacks, decided to enter politics. In 1874, he 
became a member of the South Carolina Assembly. Six 
years later, he was elected to the State Senate. He also 
won the nomination to run for Lieutenant Governor. Be-
cause of anti-black violence, the Republican party chose 
not to place their nominated Miller in the election. Miller, 
despite the surrounding violence remained in politics.
 In 1884, Miller was appointed as the state Chairman 
of the  Republican Party. Four years later, he was elected 

by South Carolina’s predominately black Second Con-
gressional District to the U.S. House of Representatives. 
Serving only one year, Miller became the seventh black 
from South Carolina to be elected to the House during 
and after the U.S. Reconstruction era.
 The Democratic South Carolina state legislature in-
troduced bills to disenfranchise the black vote. Georgia 
Senator Alfred H. Colquitt, in support of the southern 
states’ wishes to oust all blacks from having any legisla-
tive powers, called on Congress to pass legislation that 
would require blacks, in order to vote, to be able to read 
and write. Blacks would also need to own property hav-
ing a value of at least $300.
 Miller, in an attempt to counter Colquitt’s claim that 
blacks had not done much to show their aptitude to gov-
ern, delivered a passioned speech before Congress argu-
ing that blacks elected to state and national offices were 
largely responsible for current laws related to finance, 
penal laws and confinement, and most importantly, the 
public school system in effect. He stated that it was be-
cause of racism that South Carolina and the country’s 
economic disparity and downturn existed.
 Losing the fight and election, Miller, in 1891, returned 
to practicing private law. No black would be elected to 
Congress from South Carolina until 1972. In 1894, he 
was again elected to the South Carolina Assembly where 
he served for two years. In the state legislature, he con-
tinued his fight against the literacy laws associated with 
voter registration. For his diligent fight for the rights of 
blacks, Miller was named as President of South Caroli-
na’s newly founded black college, the Colored Normal, 
Industrial, Agricultural, and Mechanical College of South 
Carolina in Orangeburg. The college later was renamed 
South Carolina State College.
 As President, Miller used his position to advocate for 
black teachers to become employed in the state black 
public schools. He would remain as President of the col-
lege for the next fifteen years. He was forced out in 1911 
by then Governor Coleman L. Blease. Miller had opposed 
Blease’s election as Governor.
 Miller decided to retire from both education and pol-
itics. For the next twelve years, he lived in the Charleston 
area where he gave his time to various community caus-
es. For his life’s work for black civil rights, Miller’s doc-
trine was simple. He did not love the white less, but felt 
that blacks needed him more. He moved to Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania for a short time, but returned to his native 
South Carolina where he died on April 8, 1938.
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WILLIAM
ROBERT
MING, JR.

…was born on May 7, 
1911 in Chicago, Illinois 
to Annie and William 
Ming Sr. After complet-
ing high school, he en-
rolled into the Universi-
ty of Chicago where he 
received his undergrad-
uate degree. He earned 

a Ph.B degree from the university in 1931 and his Juris 
Doctorate degree from the university in 1933. He was 
the first African American member of the schools Law Re-
view and graduated Order of the Coif. He then took and 
passed the bar exam.
 After being admitted to the bar, Ming joined the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP). He assisted the organization in a case whereby 
an African American soldier had been denied admission 
to the U.S. Army Air Corps. Ming and the NAACP were 
not successful in their representation of the black soldier. 
Rather than admit the black soldier, the government de-
cided to create a separate fighting unit for African Amer-
icans. The unit would become known as the Tuskegee 
Airmen. 
 Ming then enlisted into the United States Army. He 
served in the Army’s Judge Advocates General Corp. In 
completing his military duties, Ming had risen to the rank 
of Captain.
 Returning from the Army, Ming returned to Chicago 
to resume his legal career. He became a part of the litiga-
tion team that argued the legendary case by the NAACP, 
“Board v. Board of Education”. Ming would work on oth-
er important civil rights cases for the NAACP as well.
 Leading up to the historic “Board v. Board of Educa-
tion” case, Ming was a part of the team that litigated the 
Shelley v. Kraemer case, which declared unconstitutional 
the state enforcement of racial covenants that restricted 
African Americans in housing opportunities. Ming played 
a part in the case of Sweatt v. Painter in which the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled unconstitutional the separate but 
equal doctrine in a University of Texas’s School of Law 
suit concerning education. In the McLaurin v. Oklahoma 
State Regents case, Ming gave input to that case which 
dealt with discrimination in admissions to graduate 
schools. Each of these cases played a role in the final his-
torical education case of “Board v. Board of Education”.

 Other cases that Ming was pivotal in litigating in-
cluded the NAACP v. Alabama, where the state of Ala-
bama sued to gain access to the NAACP’s membership 
list, which the courts ruled unconstitutional. In Sipuel v. 
Board of Regents, the courts also ruled unconstitution-
al the exclusion of qualified African American students 
to all-white law schools. In Ward v. Texas, Ming and his 
group of lawyers argued successfully for the courts to rule 
unconstitutional forced confessions in murder trials. 
 Ming would be a part of the litigating team in the 
case of [8] Missouri ex rel Gaines v. Canada, the states 
providing in state education to white students must pro-
vide the same for black students. In Virginia State Bar v. 
S.W. Tucker, Ming and the NAACP successfully represent-
ed Samuel Wilbert Tucker when the Virginia State Bar at-
tempted to disbar him. That suit was dismissed. In 1960, 
Ming helped to represent Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in 
a Montgomery, Alabama in a trial heard in front of an 
all-white jury where King was charged with perjury in an 
alleged tax evasion case. Ming obtained an acquittal for 
King. 
 Ming served in a variety of leadership roles during his 
legal career. He served as Legal Counsel for the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union and as President of the Nation-
al Veterans Organization. He served as a member of the 
Chicago branch of the NAACP and as a member of the 
Illinois State Conference of the NAACP. He also served 
as a member of the National Board of Directors of the 
NAACP.
 Ming taught law at the University of Chicago Law 
School where he became the first full-time African Amer-
ican to teach at the law school. He taught law there six 
years. He also taught at Washington, D.C.’s Howard Uni-
versity Law School. 
 In 1970, Ming was charged with tax evasion and 
prosecuted. Despite paying the back taxes owed, he was 
sentenced to sixteen month in prison. Several friends 
and colleagues urged the authorities to grant him parole 
and his release from prison to no avail.  After suffering a 
stroke, the authorities paroled Ming and he was sent to 
a Veteran’s Research Hospital in Chicago. On June 30, 
1973, William Robert Ming, Jr. died in that VA hospital in 
Chicago. He was sixty-two years old.
 In Ming’s memory, in April of 1974, the NAACP 
National Board of Directors created the William Robert 
Ming Advocacy Award. The award is to be awarded annu-
ally to a attorney “who exemplifies the spirit of financial 
and personal sacrifice that Mr. Ming displayed in his legal 
work for the NAACP”. 

FRED
G.
MINNIS, SR.

…was born in 1912. He was 
a graduate of the Howard 
University School of Law 
in Washington, D.C. and 
supported his alma mater 
throughout his legal career. 
Minnis desired to become 
an attorney aiming to fight 
for equal job opportunities 

for African Americans and to provide equal access to the judicial 
system for African Americans. After graduating from Howard, he 
returned to Pinellas County to begin his legal career.
 In 1956, Minnis opened his law practice in St. Petersburg, Flor-
ida. He was the first African American attorney to serve full-time 
in Pinellas County. During his illustrious career, he became to be 
known throughout Pinellas County as “The Godfather” of African 
American lawyers. 
 As Minnis built his law firm, he traveled across the United 
States visiting law schools where African American students were 
graduating seeking out the best African American lawyers to hire. 
His law firm produced many of the early Florida African Ameri-
can attorneys that served as clerks and became respected attorneys 
in their own right. He gave opportunities to some of the brightest 
minds that took on Florida cases surrounding civil rights and oth-
er African American needed legal services. Two of his most noted 
clerks were African American attorneys Frank Peterman, Sr. and 
James B. Sanderlin. Sanderlin would go on to become the first Afri-
can American Judge to preside in Pinellas County.
 In serving Pinellas County for decades, Minnis represented 
countless numbers of city and county residents, many for free, in 
their legal woes. Doing the 1950s and 1960s, he represented the 
Citizens Cooperative Committee, the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and its’ Youth Council in 
many of their Florida legal actions. As an advocate for promoting 
and uplifting African American youth, Minnis supported disadvan-
taged youth in their efforts to become productive citizens and was 
especially protective of young minority lawyers and mentored them 
in their professional growth.
 In 2000, to honor him, the Fred G. Minnis, Sr. Bar Association 
was founded. It became the only African American voluntary bar 
association serving Pinellas County African American lawyers and 
their business and personal needs. Today it remains the only pre-
dominately African-American voluntary bar association in the Coun-
ty. The association promotes and supports minority lawyers in their 
educational, social, personal, and professional business careers. The 
association also awards higher learning scholarships to deserving 
youth and mentors high school students with the hopes that they will 
enter the legal profession. In addition, the association assists current 
law school students in their curricular needs and provides free legal 
services to association member’s respective communities.

 To show gratitude for its’ alumnus, Howard University School 
of Law presented Minnis with an honorary Doctor of Laws degree 
for his endless support of the law school and the work he performed 
on behalf of the African American community of St. Petersburg. 
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ARTHUR
WERGS
MITCHELL

…was born on December 
22, 1883 near Lafayette, 
Alabama to Ammar Patter-
son and Taylor Mitchell. In 
1897, at the age of fourteen, 
he entered Tuskegee Insti-
tute in Tuskegee, Alabama. 
While studying at Tuskegee, 
he worked as a laborer and 

served as an office boy to Booker T. Washington. 
 After graduating from Tuskegee, Mitchell taught school in ru-
ral Alabama and Georgia. He founded the Armstrong Agricultural 
School in West Butler, Alabama hoping to implement the theories 
and teachings he learned from Washington while at Tuskegee. He 
served as President of the school for ten years before enrolling into 
Columbia University in New York City, New York. 
 An advanced student, he quickly qualified to take the bar 
exam. He moved to Washington, D.C. and was admitted to the bar. 
He practiced law for a period in Washington, D.C. before moving 
to Chicago, Illinois in 1929.
 In Chicago he practiced law and became involved in the real 
estate business. He married Eula Mae King, who would die in 1910. 
He would later marry Annie Harris, who would die in 1947. He 
would marry his third wife, Clara Smith Mann, a year later.
 Mitchell joined the Republican Party although he would later 
switch to the Democratic Party. He would later join the Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity. In the fraternity, he served as its’ 6th International 
President for six years.
 In 1934, Mitchell ran for Congress representing a predomi-
nately African American district, which included Chicago’s South 
Side against Harry Baker. He lost the primary race by a mere 1,000 
votes. Baker unfortunately died before the general election and 
Mitchell was selected to take his place. He ran against Oscar De 
Priest, a Chicago businessman and civil rights advocate. Mitchell 
beat De Priest by a very slim margin to win a seat in Congress, be-
coming the first African American from the Democratic Party to be 
elected to the U.S. Congress. In the next three elections, Mitchell 
would narrowly, but win re-election to Congress. 
 Taking his seat in the 74th Congress, Mitchell campaigned for 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s concerns of feeding the hungry 
and clothing the naked while providing jobs for every race. He also 
supported the President’s New Deal legislation. In Congress, Mitch-
ell was assigned to the Post Office and Post Roads Committee. He 
sat on the Committee for eight years and served those eight years as 
the only African American member of Congress. 
 In 1936, Mitchell was chosen by Roosevelt to give his second-
ing speech for his re-nomination to the Presidency at the Democrat-
ic National Convention and served as the Western Director of Mi-
nority Affairs for the President’s re-election campaign. He promoted 
the President’s Works Projects Administration (WPA), later renamed 
the Public Works Administration (PWA), as a vehicle for African 

American prosperity. He pushed the administration’s Federal Art 
Project and the Federal Writers’ Project as beneficial programs that 
brought opportunities to black communities while touting the in-
crease in workforce jobs created by these programs, all in an at-
tempt to get Roosevelt re-elected. 
 Mitchell used his Congressional position to draw more atten-
tion to racial discrimination inside and outside of the government. 
He challenged the labor unions to break contracts that excluded 
blacks from employment and supported Congressional legisla-
tion that outlawed the poll tax and literacy test in order to cast an 
electoral vote. During World War II, Mitchell was critical of the 
treatment of African American soldiers and introduced bills aimed 
at ending racial discrimination in the military. He called for the 
ending of photographic submissions with applications for federal 
employment citing that the photographic requirement was a means 
of racial profiling and offered that fingerprinting as a more suitable 
process. 
 As the only African American serving in Congress, Mitchell 
was under constant scrutiny by both the black community and his 
white counterparts. Some in the black community accused him of 
not doing enough while the white community cried that he over 
served the black community. Mitchell submitted a Congressional 
anti-lynching bill that the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People and other civil rights groups felt was too 
lenient. The House ultimately passed a bill that carried heavier pun-
ishments than the bill introduced by Mitchell.
 In 1937, while traveling south on the Illinois Central and Rock 
Island Railroads, Mitchell was forced to move into a segregated 
train car as it passed into Arkansas. Mitchell filed a complaint 
against the railroad with the Interstate Commerce Commission 
(ICC) for racial discrimination. The ICC and federal government 
dismissed his complaint. 
 Mitchell then filed a plea to the U.S Supreme Court, Mitchell v. 
United States. The Court ruled unanimously in Mitchell’s favor cit-
ing a violation of the Interstate Commerce Act, which the ICC was, 
by law, deemed to enforce. His case opened the door for African 
American passengers the right to the same travel accommodations 
as whites. Although the federal Court made the ruling concerning 
interstate train travel, the intrastate train travel laws stayed in place. 
It would be fourteen years before the U.S. Supreme Court would 
rule on intrastate travel making that law unconstitutional.
 In the 1942 Congressional election, Mitchell decided not to run 
for re-election. He retired from Congress, left Chicago and moved 
to Petersburg, Virginia. He bought twelve acres of land and became 
a farmer. He remained in politics although behind the scenes. He 
helped to organize the Southern Regional Council and spent time 
lecturing and supporting local Petersburg organizations.
 Arthur Wergs Mitchell died on his farm in Petersburg, Virginia 
on May 9, 1968. He was eighty-four years old. 

DAVID
B.
MITCHELL

…was born in the Bronx 
borough of New York 
City, New York. He at-
tended high school at 
the Peddie School in 
Highstown, New Jer-
sey. He attended Fisk 
University in Nashville, 

Tennessee in Nashville, Tennessee where he received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1967. For his law degree, he 
enrolled into Columbia University in New York City, New 
York. He completed the requirements for his law degree 
in 1970. He was admitted to the Maryland Bar the same 
year.
 To begin his professional legal career, Mitchell ac-
cepted a job with the Baltimore law firm of Brown, Allen 
& Josey. He worked at the firm for two years. In 1970, he 
became an Assistant State’s Attorney in the State Attor-
ney’s Office of Baltimore City for three years before mov-
ing to the Office of the Public Defender where he stayed 
for four years serving as a trial attorney in the Juvenile 
Division. 
 In 1973, Mitchell returned to private practice joining 
the firm of Mitchell, Gibson & Lee, later Mitchell & Lee, 
PA. He would remain with the firm for the next eleven 
years. He served as an Adjunct Professor at the University 
of Baltimore School of Law teaching a course on legal 
writing. 
 In 1984, Mitchell worked for The David and Lucile 
Packard Foundation on their Editorial Advisory Board for 
the Center for the Future of Children. He served on the 
Advisory Board for five years. Mitchell then was appoint-
ed to Maryland’s Eighth Judicial Circuit Court for Balti-
more City as an Associate Judge. He was re-elected to the 
bench in 1986 where he would remain until his retire-
ment in 2001.
 While sitting on the bench of the Circuit Court, Judge 
Mitchell served as an Administrative Judge of the Crim-
inal Division and as Judge-in-Charge of Baltimore’s Ju-
venile Division. In his oversight of the Court’s children’s 
system, he was able to enlist volunteer advocates to help 
children that came before the Court, assisting them while 
in the Court system and after they left it.  

 Leaving the Circuit Court, Judge Mitchell became the 
Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer of the Na-
tional Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges based 
in Reno, Nevada. Judge Mitchell was selected for the po-
sition after having served the Council since 1985 as a 
general member and for seven years as a member of the 
Board of Directors. As Executive Director, Judge Mitchell 
was charged with the oversight of the 110 staff members 
that work for the Council. 
 The Council’s purpose is to focus on national poli-
cies centering on issues involving children such as child 
abuse, family violence, foster care, and juvenile delin-
quency. Judge Mitchell, in accepting the new role, want-
ed to change laws associated with children who commit 
violent crimes. He pushed for the law to treat and prose-
cute the most violent children as adults, as Maryland and 
several other states do.
 Judge Mitchell has served as a member of many le-
gal, fraternal, professional, and social organizations. He 
has served as a member of the Standing Committee on 
Rules of Practice and Procedure, as a Commissioner to 
the Attorney Grievance Commission of Maryland, and 
the Character Committee of the Court of Appeals. Judge 
Mitchell is a member of the Bar Association of Baltimore 
City, the Maryland State Bar Association as a member of 
the Board of Governors, and the Monumental City Bar 
Association. He has been asked to serve on many more 
committees and with each request, he has answered their 
calls.
 Judge Mitchell has been the recipient of many 
awards, citation and distinguished recognitions by many 
associations and organizations during his professional 
career, which are far to many to list here. What can be 
said, is that during his lengthy career serving the needs 
of the Maryland Juvenile Courts and those of the nation, 
Judge Mitchell has served the bench with dignity, class 
and determined resolve to protect children that needed 
protection and to adequately adjudicate those needing 
the firm hand of the Court. 
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JUANITA
JACKSON
MITCHELL

...was born on January 2, 
1913 in Hot Springs, Arkan-
sas to Lillie May (Carroll) 
Jackson and Keiffer Jackson. 
Mitchell, her two sister and 
one brother  grew up moving 
frequently across the U.S. 
southern belt from place to 
place. Their father’s business 

was showing feature films in church basements from town to Town. 
Church basements many times were the only large facility capable 
of holding a large group of black people. In addition, blacks could 
not frequent the movie theater. Mitchell would often recite poetry 
whenever her father needed to change the movie reel. 
 When Mitchell was in her teens, the family moved to Balti-
more, Maryland. See attended Frederick Douglass High School, 
graduating with honors in 1927. She submitted applications to both 
Morgan State College (MSU), a predominately black college locat-
ed in Baltimore, and the University of Maryland in College Park 
(UM), a predominately white university. She was accepted into pre-
dominately black MSU but denied admission to UM because of her 
race. 
 After attending MSU for two years, Mitchell transferred to the 
University of Pennsylvania (UP). While earning her degree, Mitch-
ell worked for the U.S. Bureau of Negro Work and the Methodist 
church. She traveled around the country speaking and teaching 
courses in race relations. She received her Bachelor’s degree in 
Education in 1931. Seemingly, as a graduation present to herself, 
Mitchell founded the Baltimore City-Wide Young People’s Forum, 
designed to bring inner city Baltimore youth together to discuss 
their issues they faced in the Jim Crow Era.
 In 1935, Mitchell earned her Master’s degree in Sociology from 
UP as well. She took a job as Special Assistant to the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored People’s (NAACP) Execu-
tive Secretary, Walter F. White. She served as the NAACP’s Nation-
al Youth Director from 1935 to 1938. As Director, she focused on 
the Youth and College Division, creating organizing campaigns for 
young black civil rights protesters to employ in their fight for their 
civil rights. From Mitchell’s efforts, the NAACP Youth Movement 
was born in 1935.
 For her law degree, she returned to the state of Maryland. 
She enrolled into the now integrated University of Maryland’s Law 
School. Three years later, in 1947, Mitchell became the first black 
woman to receive a law degree from the university. The same uni-
versity that had denied her admission several years before.
 Mitchell, Jackson then, met and married Clarence Mitchell, an 
up and coming attorney working for the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). With law degree in 
hand, she joined the NAACP staff of their Legal Defense Team (LDF) 
in their Baltimore offices. She soon worked her way to the national 

offices in New York City. The two of them worked together for the 
NAACP on some of the most important civil rights cases in Ameri-
can history.
 At the NAACP, Mitchell was tasked with increasing the voter 
registration for black voters in Baltimore and for the organization in 
general. In one of her campaigns, she and her organizers, marched 
on Annapolis, the capital of Maryland, to voice their protests and a 
get out the vote rally. Her “Register and Vote” campaign was a huge 
success. By years end, Mitchell and her team had registered over 
11,000 new voters. Her 1958, “Register to Vote” campaign brought 
in over 20,000 more registered voters.
 Mitchell, and the rest of the LDF team of attorneys, turned their 
focus to the desegregation of public schools and public accommo-
dations. She litigated many cases related to integrating public facili-
ties and schools. Working alongside Thurgood Marshall, Constance 
Baker Motley, her husband Clarence, and many other learned attor-
neys, Mitchell counseled and litigated many of the civil rights cases 
that are U.S. landmarks.   
 Suits were filed against the Baltimore City school board to inte-
grate all public schools in the city. From Mitchell’s and the LDF’s ef-
forts, Baltimore became the first southern city to have their schools 
desegregate. In 1950, she and Thurgood Marshall filed suit which 
ultimately led to the 1955 U.S. Supreme Court ruling that desegre-
gated state parks and pools in Maryland
 While Mitchell was busy litigating civil rights suits, her hus-
band Clarence had become the Chief lobbyist in Congress for the 
NAACP and its’ agenda. Clarence had become a go-to-guy on Cap-
itol Hill in Washington, D.C. while Juanita litigated toward a com-
mon outcome, civil rights legislation. As Mitchell performed her 
LDF tasks, she also gave time to the campaign to elect her broth-
er-in-law Parren J. Mitchell in his 1970 Congressional victory as 
Representative from the Stat of Maryland.
 For her years of service to the NAACP and the LDF, with pres-
idential respect, Mitchell has been appointed to several presiden-
tial committees. She served on President John F. Kennedy’s, White 
House Conference on “Women and Civil Rights”. She also served 
on President Johnson’s, White House Conference “To Fulfill These 
Rights”. 
 In gratitude for her years of public service to Marylanders, 
Mitchell was inducted, in 1987, into the  Maryland Women’s Hall 
of Fame. For their appreciation, the NAACP recognized her years 
of accomplished and successful works by creating their “Juanita 
Jackson Mitchell Award for Legal Activism”. The award was created 
as a gesture and to her as an African American woman having great 
feats in the legal field.
 Mitchell was a devoted member of the Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority. She was a standing member of the Black American Profes-
sional Women’s Club and the National Association of Negro Busi-
ness. She was inducted into the Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame in 
1986.
 Juanita Jackson Mitchell died on July 7, 1992 in Baltimore, 
Maryland of heart failure. She was seventy-nine years old.

JAMES
DOUGLAS
MONTGOMERY

…was born on February 
17, 1932 in Louise, Missis-
sippi to Mildred and James 
Montgomery. He attended 
the Wendell Phillips High 
School in Chicago, Illinois 
graduating in 1949. He re-
ceived his Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University 
of Illinois in Champaign at 

Urbana in Political Science before enrolling into the university’s 
law school where he earned his Juris Doctorate degree in 1956.
 After graduating from law school, Montgomery took a job 
at the law firm of Rogers, Stayhorn and Harth in Chicago. After 
working for the firm for two years, he became an Assistant Unit-
ed States Attorney for the Northern District of Illinois serving as 
a prosecutor. He then entered private practice.
 Montgomery practiced law with several law firms before 
founding his own firm, James D. Montgomery and Associates, 
Ltd.. He focused his attention on the civil rights issues of Chi-
cago’s disenfranchised black community. His client list soon 
included members of the Black Panthers and the Blackstone 
Rangers, both civil right activists groups.
 In the 1960s, civil rights protests were at an all time high, 
especially in the inner cities of the country and Chicago was a 
hot bed. For the Black Panthers, Montgomery represented the 
family of its’ leaders, Chicago’s Fred Hampton and Rockford, 
Illinois leader Mark Clark, who were assassinated by Chicago 
police in a house raid. The Chicago Police ruled the killings as 
justifiable. Montgomery brought suit against the city and after 
an eighteen month trial and an appeal, the Chicago police set-
tled the case paying $1.8 million in damages to the two mur-
dered civil rights activists’ family.
 During the turbulent 1960s, Montgomery would file sever-
al lawsuits that challenged school segregation in Chicago. He 
also challenged the disparity in compensation paid between 
Chicago’s African American Full Time Basis substitute teachers 
and that paid to their white counterparts. He would also try 
hundreds of civil rights cases, challenging the charges brought 
against the litigants.
 In 1983, Montgomery was named by then Mayor Harold 
Washington as the Corporation Counsel to the City of Chicago. 
In being named, he became the first and only African American 
as Corporation Counsel. As Corporation Counsel, Montgomery 
supervised over 190 lawyers and staff members and oversaw 
the trial dockets that were before the city’s legal representatives. 
That year, he was invited to become a Fellow to the prestigious 
International Academy of Trial Lawyers. 
 In 2000, Montgomery became the Managing Partner in the 
law firm of Cochran, Cherry, Givens, Smith and Montgomery. 
One of his legal partners was famed attorney Johnnie L. Co-
chran, who years later would represent the infamous football 

player, O.J. Simpson in a 1994 double murder trial. That same 
year, Montgomery and Cochran represented a client obtaining 
a $9.8 million damages settlement against an automobile man-
ufacturer for defective designs of its’ car roof structures after 
his client was injured in an accident. Montgomery and Co-
chran would become known as the “Dynamic Duo” due to the 
amount and type of cases that they took on.
 In 2001, Montgomery won an $18 million victory against 
the City of Chicago for the family of LaTanya Haggerty, who had 
been killed by a police officer two years prior. The settlement 
paid at that time by the city was one of the highest settlements 
ever paid by the Illinois state government. Montgomery won an-
other settlement for $16 million in the case of Rashidi Wheeer, 
a Northwestern University football player who died during an 
unauthorized football practice. In a 2006 verdict, Montgomery 
won a staggering $23.5 million for a client in an auto negli-
gence case and another $6.75 million in a malicious-prosecu-
tion case.
 While serving his clients with their legal issues, Montgom-
ery was a frequent lecturer to law schools and scholars across 
the country. He was called upon to speak to many profession-
al law groups teaching trial and litigation techniques. He ran 
skills workshops for advocacy students at several university law 
schools and workshops for law firms and legal organizations. 
DePaul University in Chicago has called upon him to speak to 
their law students to show successful applicable techniques, as 
has the University of Chicago. 
 Montgomery has given advice on these techniques to the 
Harvard Law School in Cambridge, Massachusetts and the Illi-
nois Institute for Continuing Legal Education. The National As-
sociation of Criminal Defense Lawyers has called upon Mont-
gomery to showcase his legal teaching talents as well. For the 
University of Chicago Law School, he taught an Intensive Trial 
Practice Course for its’ Intensive Trial Practice Workshop.
 Montgomery has served on several advisory groups and 
committees during his career. For the United States District 
Court for the Northern District of Illinois, he served as an advi-
sor to its’ Civil Justice Expense and Delay Advisory Groups. For 
the state and federal courts, he served on their Judicial Evalu-
ation Committees. Montgomery also served as a trustee to the 
University of Illinois Board of Trustees.
 Montgomery, during his career, has been honored and giv-
en many accolades and awards. In giving honor to him, the 
Illinois Academy of Lawyers inducted him as a Laureate in the 
Academy. To receive the prestigious award, a Laureate must 
“personify the greatness of the legal profession and help to es-
tablish and maintain its’ highest principles through a pervasive 
record of service to the law, the profession and to the public”. 
Montgomery fit that description and the award was well de-
served. He also was awarded the Earl Burrus Dickerson Award, 
the Edward H. Wright Award, and the National Bar Associa-
tion’s Hall of Fame Award.
 Montgomery is married to Pauline Montgomery and togeth-
er the have six adult children, Linda, James, Michelle, Lisa, Jew-
el and Jilian. Their three oldest children are attorneys and are 
members of the Illinois State Bar. 
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CECIL
BASSETT
MOORE

…was born on April 2, 
1915 in West Virginia. He 
was raised in a middle 
class family. After grad-
uating from high school, 
he enrolled into Bluefield 
College in Bluefield, Vir-
ginia where he earned his 
undergraduate degree. 

 Following his graduation from college, he chose to enlist 
into the United States Marine Corps and served overseas during 
World War II. Completing his tour of duty in the Marines and 
reaching the rank of Sergeant, Moore moved to Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania where he enrolled into Temple University. He at-
tended night school and paid his tuition by working as a liquor 
wholesaler. 
 In 1963, Moore became the President of the Philadelphia 
Chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP). In assuming the leadership role of the 
local chapter of the NAACP, he focused on the civil rights is-
sues that plagued Philadelphia residents in their pursuit of equal 
rights afforded to other city residents not provided to the African 
American community. He fought for Philadelphia’s poorest cit-
izens, specifically the city’s north side. During Moore’s tenure 
as President of the NAACP, the chapter’s membership expanded 
from 7,000 to over 50,000 participants.
 As President of the NAACP, Moore organized picket lines to 
protest injustices within the municipal government of Philadel-
phia. He gathered supporters to picket city construction sites in 
the black community that had no black workers, he picketed the 
Trailways Bus Terminal, as Trailways had no black workers, and 
he picketed the headquarters of the local trade union that over-
saw the hiring of workers in many of the city’s specialty trade 
jobs. Although Moore’s pickets did not initially bring major re-
sults, his protests did increase the number of African American 
workers in the city’s employment rolls.
 In the 1964 riot that engulfed the city, Moore is credited 
with assisting the city come to grips with issues surrounding the 
Columbia Avenue riot while he helped to restore order. In quell-
ing the vandalism and violence, he spoke to the rioters and city 
officials to bring an end to the destruction calling upon the city 
to address the causes of the rioting, which included fair employ-
ment, in and outside of the trade unions, economic advance-
ment for the black community including African American busi-
nesses, school integration, and political empowerment..
 In 1965, Moore was pivotal in the fight to integrate Girard 
College, an independent college preparatory boarding school in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He organized a picketing campaign 

at the college to fight for desegregation of the school. Young Af-
rican American students wanting to attend the college and other 
civil rights leaders supported Moore in his campaign. His direct 
attack on the school subsequently ended racial segregation at 
Girard College, and black students were admitted to attend.
 Moore took an aggressive approach to his fight for civil 
rights and equal representation under the law. Many felt his tac-
tics were too confrontational and he alienated many city lead-
ers, black and white, with his style and methods. Some members 
of the NAACP even disliked his tactics who preferred a behind 
closed doors approach to solving the city’s issues while Moore 
conducted a more direct form of action that he had learned 
while serving in the military. His position on his style of leader-
ship was that if the black community wanted equal rights, it was 
necessary to use whatever weapons available in their democrat-
ic arsenals and he was not taking orders from anyone.
 Moore called into question other civil rights leader’s meth-
ods of non-violence and even discouraged civil rights activists 
Martin Luther King, Jr. from visiting Philadelphia as he felt his 
approach to fighting civil rights was to weak. He instead, sided 
with Malcolm X who took a more in your face approach to the 
civil rights movement. Despite his questionable confrontational 
style, Moore developed a following that was loyal to his ideals. 
 Members of the NAACP, unhappy with Moore’s tactics, split 
into three separate sub-branches. Moore remained steadfast his 
position and continued his fight, his way. He ran independent 
political campaigns outside of the traditional middle-class net-
works, taking his platform to the poorest sections of the city 
where he maintained great support.
 In 1975, Moore ran for a seat on the Philadelphia City 
Council representing the 5th District. He was victorious in his 
campaign. He served on the Council for four years. In the 1979 
election, Moore ran for re-election against fellow attorney John 
Street. Unfortunately, Moore fell ill and suddenly died before 
the primary election. Street went on to win the seat held by 
Moore. 
 Cecil Bassett Moore died on February 13, 1979 from cardi-
ac arrest. He was sixty-three years old. As a gesture to the com-
munity upset with John Street’s initial challenge of Moore, Street 
sponsored a bill in the City Council to rename Columbia Ave-
nue in Moore’s honor, Cecil B. Moore Avenue. Philadelphia’s 
local SEPTA transit system dedicated a station to him, the Cecil 
B. Moore Train Station on the north side of Philadelphia, the 
side of the city that he fought so hard to empower. The station is 
located at 17 North Broad Street. 
 To show their appreciation for his fight to integrate schools, 
students gathered enough signatures to force the city to rename 
the Columbia Avenue Branch neighborhood library, the Cecil 
B. Moore Branch, which is free to the public. The Library then 
established the “Changing Lives” campaign in honor of Moore’s 
lifetime of care for the residents of North Philadelphia.

CORNELL
LEVERETTE
MOORE

…was born on Septem-
ber 18, 1939 in Tignall, 
Georgia to Luetta T. 
and Jesse L. Moore. He 
graduated from William 
James High School in 
1957 before entering 
Virginia Union Universi-

ty in Richmond, Virginia where he received his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1961. He then attended Washington, 
D.C.’s Howard University School of Law where he ob-
tained his law degree in 1964.  While studying for his law 
degree, Moore worked for the United States Department 
of Treasury as a staff attorney.
 Leaving Howard, Moore accepted a job with Crocker 
National Bank as a Trust Administrator. He next became 
the Regional Counsel to the U.S. Treasury Department’s 
Comptroller of Currency. After serving for several years as 
Regional Counsel, in 1968, he took the job as Assistant 
Vice President and Legal Officer at Minneapolis, Minne-
sota based Northwestern National Bank. He worked at 
the bank for two years.
 In 1970, Moore moved to the Shelter Mortgage Com-
pany, serving as its’ Executive Vice President and Di-
rector. After three years, he became the Director of the 
Shelard National Bank where he stayed for five years. He 
then accepted the position as President of the Hennepin 
County Bar Foundation for three years.
 Moore left the Bar Foundation to become the Presi-
dent and CEO of Lease More Equipment. He would serve 
in that capacity for nine years. He then became the Di-
rector of Golden Valley Bank, serving for the next twen-
ty-four years. During that time, Moore served as Senior 
Vice President and General Counsel to Miller & Schroed-
er Financial Inc.. That year, he became part owner of the 
Minnesota Twins, the city’s professional baseball team. In 
1995, Moore joined the law firm of Dorsey and Whitney, 
LLP.. The firm represented energy and natural resource 
companies. 
 As a member of the Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, the first 
African American Greek organization organized in the 
United States, in 2004, Moore was elected Grand Sire 
Archon of the Grand Boulé. 

 Moore has served on several organizational and uni-
versity Boards. He sat on the Board of Directors of the 
Boy Scouts of America, Dunwoody College of Technolo-
gy, Howard University, Johnson C. Smith University, Min-
neapolis Public Housing Authority, and the Twin Cities 
Diversity in Practice. He also sat on the Boards of Virgin-
ia Union University and the William Mitchell College of 
Law.
 Moore has received many awards and has been given 
much recognition for his achievements in the financial 
world. One prestigious award bestowed upon him was 
the Legacy Award from the Pan African Community En-
dowment. He also received the Whitney M. Young Ser-
vice Award from the Boy Scouts of America and the Child 
of America Award. In addition, Moore received the Kappa 
Alpha Psi Distinguished Citizen Award.
 Cornell Leverette Moore is married to Wenda Weekes 
Moore and together they have three children, Lynne, Jon-
athon, and Meredith. 
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RODNEY
G.
MOORE

…graduated from the Silver 
Creek High School in Santa 
Clara, California where he 
was a star athlete earning 
letters in football and track 
and field. He attended the 
University of Washington 
in Seattle, Washington 
where he earned his Bach-
elor of Arts degree. In un-

dergrad, he served as the President of the Black Student Union. 
 In 1985, he obtained his law degree from the University 
of Santa Clara School of Law, in Santa Clara, California. While 
studying at the University, he served as the Associate Editor of 
the Computer and High Technology Law Journal. He also served 
as the Treasurer of the Student Bar Association.
 After leaving the University of Santa Clara, Moore began 
his professional legal career as a practicing attorney. His first 
major legal position was achieved in 1997 when he became 
General Counsel and Chief Legal Officer for the East Side Union 
High School District in the San Francisco, California bay area. 
He oversaw the legal matters of the school districts over four 
thousand employees and provided counsel to the East Side Con-
sortium, a coalition of seven school districts having over 14,000 
employees. 
 In 2000, Moore became the General Counsel to the At-
lanta, Georgia Public Schools. There he serves as Chief Legal 
Officer to over 8,000 employees. His responsibilities included 
labor negotiations, contract approvals, employment contracts, 
media legal compliances, and advised the Executive and other 
appointed or elected officials in business and legal matters.
 In 2005, Moore became a staff attorney for the law firm 
of Greenberg Taurig. There he served as a member of the firm’s 
Labor & Employment and Litigation & Education divisions. He 
developed National Education laws and advised the firm’s lo-
cal and national School Board Executives on risk management 
and compliance issues. He also negotiated any entertainment 
licensing agreements and defended clients in collective actions 
needed under the federal Fair Labor Standards Act.
 In 2008, Moore was elected as President of the National 
Bar Association (NBA). The NBA is the oldest and largest nation-
al legal association of predominately African American lawyers 
and judges in the United States and has over 45,000 judges, 
lawyers, law clerks, and law students in its’ membership. In ac-
cepting the leadership of the organization, Moore became the 
first and only Georgia lawyer to be elected and serve as a NBA 
President.
 In 2009, Moore became a partner in the law firm of Baker 
Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz PC.. He was and 
equity shareholder and served as a member of the Business 
Litigation and Labor & Employment division. He handled the 

firms collective bargaining agreements, contract disputes, Title 
VII compliance issues, and advised clients on strategic partner-
ships. He left the firm after three years.
 In 2013, Moore stepped out on his own forming the law 
firm of Moore Sparks LLC. After a year of operations, he accept-
ed a partnership with Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP. As a 
partner, he advised the firm’s clients on risk management mat-
ters, ethics and compliance issues, arbitration and commercial 
disputes. 
 Moore then accepted a position in Tennessee with the Shel-
by County Schools as its’ General Counsel and Chief Legal Offi-
cer. He currently serves as the legal mind for the largest school 
district in the state and twenty-second larges in the country. He 
serves on the Senior Management Team and manages the over-
sight for the school district’s administrative legal affairs. Moore 
handles all litigation for in-house staff and outside legal firms 
that may be needed to litigate an issue that may come before the 
district’s legal team.
 As General Counsel, he oversaw the litigation of a lawsuit 
filed by the School Board against the state of Tennessee. The 
School Board made claim that the state was not equitably and 
adequately funding public education for all students as was re-
quired through the federal government’s Basic Education Plan. 
As were most school districts in the country, Tennessee schools 
faced funding challenges and the Tennessee School Board felt 
the state, even though it planned to increase funding, were not 
allocating the necessary funds needed to operate fashionable 
for the Atlanta schools. Many school districts in the state had the 
same funding concerns but none had taken the state to court. 
Moore was brought in to litigate on behalf of the school district.
 Moore has served as President of the Santa Clara County 
Black Lawyers Association, President of the California Associa-
tion of Black Lawyers, and President of the National Bar Asso-
ciation. He is licensed to practice before the California Bar and 
the Georgia Bar. He has been approved to argue cases in the 9th 
and 11th U.S. Circuit of Appeals Court and the U.S. Supreme 
Court.
 Moore is a member of the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, the 
Board of Visitors and Alumni Board for Santa Clara Universi-
ty School of Law, and the National School Board Association’s 
Council of School Attorneys. He also is a member of the Atlanta 
chapter of the 100 Black Men of America, the San Jose Metro-
politan Chamber of Commerce, and serves as a Trustee for the 
Santa Clara County Bar Association. 
 For his service to the school districts that he has served on 
behalf of the students, parents, teachers and school adminis-
trators, Moore has been honored of many occasions. He has 
been listed as one of the “Best Lawyers” in America and the 
National Journal named him as one of its’, “50 Most Influential 
Minority Lawyers in America”. He received a Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People’s Silicon Valley chapter and the “Loran Mill-
er Statewide California Attorney of the Year” award.The Santa 
Clara University Alumni Association also awarded Moore with 
a Special Achievement Award.

HOWARD
MOORE, JR.

…was born on Febru-
ary 28, 1932 in Atlanta, 
Georgia to Bessie Sims 
Moore and Howard 
Moore, Sr.. Growing up in 
Atlanta as a child, he de-
livered newspapers and 
his route included famous 
Auburn Avenue. As the 

heartbeat of the Atlanta’s black community, Moore was able 
to encounter many of Atlanta’s more prominent residents, 
including some of the established lawyers in the city. These 
encounters left a lasting impression on the young Moore and 
would establish a drive within him that would prove to be 
beneficial to him in years to come.
 When he was young, he mother left Atlanta to take a job 
in an Ohio steel plant. Moore was left behind to live with 
an aunt. He graduated high school from David T. Howard 
School before enrolling into Atlanta’s Morehouse College 
where he earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Sci-
ence in 1954. 
 Completing undergraduate school, Moore enlisted into 
the United States Army where he served until 1956. After com-
pleting his military duties, Moore moved to Ohio to be near 
his mother. He worked in Cleveland for a short period before 
enrolling into the Boston University School of Law in Boston, 
Massachusetts where he obtained his LL.B. degree in 1960.
 In his first professional job, Moored worked as a clerk 
for United States District Court Judge Charles E. Wyzanski, 
Jr.. In 1961, he was admitted to the Massachusetts State Bar. 
He then returned to Atlanta and joined the African American 
law firm of Hollowell and Ward. He later joined the firm of 
Moore, Alexander and Rindskopf.
  At that time, there were less than ten lawyers practicing 
law in Atlanta, which caused Moore to work long hours in 
preparation for his cases. He became friends with attorney 
Vernon Jordan and the two often travelled together litigat-
ing cases. As the civil rights movement began to grow, civil 
rights organizations such as the Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference (SCLC), the Student Nonviolent Coordi-
nating Committee (SNCC), the Congress of Racial Equality 
(CORE), and the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) began to put pressure on local, 
state, and federal governments to face needed changes as it 
related to the civil rights of African Americans, Moore and 
the other black attorneys in Atlanta were called upon for the 

legal expertise to litigate civil rights cases going before the 
Atlanta and national courts.
 Moore took on cases involving anti-discrimination 
laws, discrimination in the workplace, human rights viola-
tions, and voting rights laws. With the passing of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act and the 1965 Voting Rights Act, Moore be-
came even more involved in the civil rights movement as 
more and more cases needed attention as many southern 
whites simply disregarded the new laws. In working with the 
NAACP and its’ Legal Defense and Educational Fund, more 
was instrumental in several of the organization’s more nota-
ble cases. He was involved in the Georgia v. Peacock and 
the Georgia v. Rachel cases. Argued before the United States 
Supreme Court, these federal civil action cases were pivotal 
in the counterattack against unconstitutional practices of Jim 
Crow laws that prevented African Americans from exercising 
their constitutional rights. 
 In a case involving civil rights activist Julian Bond, who 
had been denied an elected seat in the Georgia House of 
Representatives in 1966, Moore acted as legal counsel to 
Bond in his successful challenge to the opposition he faced 
upon winning the election and being denied his seat in the 
state legislature. Moore was able to secure Bond’s seat after 
filing suit against the Georgia state government.
 In 1970, as a member of the NAACP team, Moore suc-
cessfully challenged Georgia county governments on their 
anti-black grand jury selections. In the case of Turner v. 
Fouche, Moore and his team of gifted lawyers again were 
successful in changing the dynamics and process of how 
grand juries and hearing juries were selected, which gave 
way to African Americans being involved more readily in 
sitting on juries as peers of litigating defendants. In 1971, 
Moore moved to Berkeley, California to defend civil rights 
activists Angela Davis. He represented her during her trials 
for six years. 
 In a 1986 case, Moore was cited by a court and fined 
$5,000 for criminal contempt. After asking questions of a 
witness during the case of, United States v. Albert Turner, et 
al, that the court deemed inappropriate, Moore was sanc-
tioned and fined by the Court. The National Bar Association 
filed an “amicus curiae brief” in protest citing the contempt 
charge was a violation of Moore’s lawyer’s rights. Moore was 
subsequently resolved of the contempt charge. If convicted 
of the charge, the effects could have been detrimental to 
African American lawyers across the country.
 Moore remained in California and continued trying civil 
rights cases in the Bay area. He formed another law firm, 
Moore and Moore in Oakland where he is loved by many 
of the city’s residents. Howard Moore, Jr. is married to Jane 
Bond Moore and together they have three grown children.
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CLAUDIA
CLEMENTINE
HOUSE

           SHROPSHIRE
           MORCOM

… was born on June 7, 
1932 in Detroit, Michigan 
to Lillian Stuart House and 
Walker House. She gradu-
ated from Detroit’s North-
ern High School where 
was involved with sev-

eral school activities, including dance, skiing, drama, and the 
school’s cheerleading team. At the age of fifteen, she became 
the first African American teen to swim a mile in an annual all 
girls swim meet.
 Morcom obtained her law degree from Detroit’s Wayne State 
University. She was able to pay for her law studies by winning 
the 1953 annual Shriner’s Beauty and Talent Show. She graduat-
ed from Wayne State in 1956 as one of the few African American 
women in the legal field. 
 Morcom began her legal career working with the Detroit 
Housing Commission as a public housing aid. She also worked 
as a Public Defender in Detroit’s Recorder’s Court. She later 
joined Goodman, Crockett, Eden, Robb and Philo, the state’s 
first integrated law firm. At the law firm, Morcom handled cases 
involving probate, family law, personal injury, and criminal law.
 She was actively involved in supporting human rights and be-
came the Southern Regional Director for the National Lawyers 
Guild Program. During the summer of 1963, she participated in 
the “Freedom Summer” in Jackson, Mississippi, which was a civ-
il rights movement organized by the Guild and other civil rights 
organizations that challenged Mississippi’s segregated policies 
and other civil rights abuses. That summer, massive protests 
were held in opposition to the Jim Crow laws that were being 
practiced. She was one of only two African American women 
to work for the Guild in Mississippi that summer. For her work, 
she was featured on the cover of the Jet magazine, an African 
American publication.
 In 1965, Morcom returned to Detroit to become the found-
ing Director and Program Administrator of the Wayne County 
Neighborhood Legal Services. She then initiated a Detroit ballot 
initiative that called for an end to the Vietnam War. In her law 
practice, she worked to serve clients that were underprivileged 
and underserved.
 In 1972, Morcom served as an Administrative Law Judge for 
the State of Michigan’s Worker’s Compensation Court. She re-
mained with the Court for ten years. She then was appointed to 
the Wayne County Circuit Court where she served until retiring 
in 1998. She was the first African American woman to serve on 
the Court.
 Judge Morcom, while sitting on the bench, continued her 
work for human rights and anti-war engagements. She co-
chaired the Michigan Committee to Free Angela Davis, a civ-
il rights activist and leader of the Communist Party USA. After 

Davis was acquitted of federal conspiracy charges involving a 
1970 armed take over of a Marian County, California courtroom 
in which four people were killed, Judge Morcom founded and 
served as the Executive Board Member of the National Alliance 
Against Racist and Political Repression. She served as a member 
for twenty years. 
 Judge Morcom also served on the Boards of the International 
People’s Tribunal of Conscience in Support of the Vietnamese 
Victims of Agent Orange, the Meiklejohn Civil Liberties Insti-
tute, National Conference on Human Rights, and the New Nica-
ragua Constitution. She also represented the Non-Governmental 
Organization of the Association of America Jurists at the United 
Nations International Conference on the Relationship between 
Disarmament and Development. Judge Morcom used her posi-
tion as a sitting Judge to speak out for human rights for all people 
around the world.
 She served as a Delegate to the 2001 World Conference on 
Eliminating Racism and Xenophobia in South Africa and was the 
spokesperson for the International Association of Democratic 
Lawyers on a trip made to Cairo, Egypt; Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Isra-
el; and Ramallah, Palestine. She also made reports to the United 
Nations Committee on Human Rights in Geneva, Switzerland, 
voicing her opinions on U.S. human rights violations. In addi-
tion, Judge Morcom participated in the Convention against Tor-
ture violations after the 9/11 attacks on the World Trade Center 
in New York.
 A lover of the arts, Judge Morcom gave time to community 
Boards, including Alternatives for Girls, the Music Hall for the 
Performing Arts, Metropolitan Detroit YMCA, and the YWCA. 
She supported Kids in Need of Direction, the Merrill Palmer In-
stitute for Child and Family Counseling, and served as the Pres-
ident of the Millender Fund. Judge Morcom was the President 
former President of Wayne State University Alumni Association, 
the founding Board member of the Organization of Black Alum-
ni, and served as a Delegate on the China Study Tour for the 
Center for Peace and Conflict Studies.
 A gifted singer and avid jazz lover, Judge Morcom, for over 
twenty years was a featured jazz vocalist with the Mike Wahls 
Trio. She served as a Saturday morning host on a local radio 
show where she shared her vast knowledge of jazz and served 
on the Board of Trustees to the Detroit Jazz Festival. For her sup-
port and contributions of jazz music, the Detroit Jazz Festival 
Foundation presented Judge Morcom with a Robert E. McCabe 
Guardian Award for preserving the legacy of jazz music.
 For her lifetime of work in the legal profession, Judge Morcom 
was given the Detroit Urban League Distinguished Warrior 
Award, the Michigan State Bar Association Champion of Justice 
Award, the Wayne State University Center for Peace and Conflict 
Studies Award, and the Maurice Sugar Voice for Justice Award. 
She also received the Damon Keith Humanitarian Award, the 
Center for Constitutional Rights Award, the American Civil 
Liberties Award, and the Wayne State University Outstanding 
Alumni Award. In addition, Judge Morcom was inducted into 
the Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame.
 Judge Claudia Clementine House Shropshire Morcom died 
on August 19, 2014. She was eighty-two years old.

CLEMENT
G.
MORGAN

…was born into slavery in 
January 9, 1859 in Stafford 
County, Virginia. He re-
ceived his freedom with the 
signing of 1963 Emancipa-
tion Proclamation. His par-
ents moved to Washington, 
D.C. to find better opportu-
nities where Morgan would 

graduate from the M Street High School. While in high school, 
he took training to become a barber.
 After completing his high school studies, he moved to St. 
Louis, Missouri, where he took a job as a teacher in an all-black 
school. After four years, he left St. Louis and moved to Boston, 
Massachusetts to further his education. He enrolled into the 
Boston Latin School where he studied for two years to prepare to 
attend college. At the school, as a gifted student, Morgan earned 
a Franklin Medal and for his reading capabilities, he won a Law-
rence Prize. 
 In his last year at the school, Morgan served as the Adju-
tant t the school’s battalion squad. He graduated in 1886 with 
honors. He then enrolled into Harvard University in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts at the age of twenty-seven. To pay his tuition, 
Morgan’s high school training as a barber came in handy. 
 He received his undergraduate degree from Harvard in 
1890 and remained at the university attending its’ law school 
where he obtained his LL.B. degree in 1893. He was the first Af-
rican American to earn degrees from the undergraduate school 
and the law school. In his senior year, Morgan won the honor of 
delivering the class oratory speech of the six students nominat-
ed. He was the first African American to be selected to delivery 
an oratory speech. Morgan had previously been named the win-
ner of a Boylston Prize for oratory and in receiving the honor to 
deliver the oratory speech he beat out fellow student W.E.B. Du-
Bois who had earned the second top nomination. The following 
year, DuBois received dual degrees from the university when he 
earned his Ph.D.
 After leaving Harvard, Morgan passed the Suffolk bar exam 
and opened an office in Boston. Morgan became active in the 
Republican Party and in 1894 and was elected in Cambridge’s 
predominantly white Ward 2 to the Cambridge Common Coun-
cil. He served on the Council for two years and then was elect-
ed to the Cambridge Board of Aldermen. He became the first 
African American to become an Alderman in Cambridge and in 
New England.
 In 1897, Morgan married Gertrude Wright in her home-
town of Springfield, Illinois. The newlyweds settled in Boston’s 
Inman Square neighborhood at 265 Prospect Street and had not 

children. They were members of the exclusive clubs of the city 
including the famed Omar Khayyan Circle Club, which was a 
black literary and intellectual group.
  In 1902, Morgan and fellow attorney Butler R. Wilson 
represented Monroe Rogers, a black factory worker due to be 
extradited back to North Carolina accused of the capital crime 
of arson. Morgan argued before the court that Rogers had not 
committed arson but had simply shut off a water value at the 
request of his girlfriend who worked for the homeowner. The 
homeowner subsequently claimed that Rogers did so in order 
to burn down the house, which there would be no water to ex-
tinguish the flames. Morgan argued that if Rogers were to be 
returned to North Carolina, he would be hung. Rogers was not 
extradited to North Carolina.
 In 1903, Morgan successfully represented in Sheffield, Mas-
sachusetts, two black parents who refused to send their children 
to a segregated black school created for the town’s thirty-three 
black children. Morgan argued before the court that the substan-
dard conditions of the school were not adequate to teach any 
child, let alone the gifted children of his clients. The court sided 
with Morgan and the school was shut down.
 In 1905, Morgan joined forces with classmate DuBois in the 
Niagara Movement, which was a civil rights organization found-
ed by DuBois. Morgan served as the head of the Massachusetts. 
The Niagara Movement was opposed to Booker T. Washington’s 
compromise approach to higher education for blacks during that 
time. Washington took a more accommodating approach to ed-
ucation, which granted whites an acknowledged higher position 
than blacks in exchange for more agricultural and labor related 
jobs for blacks. 
 Morgan and DuBois, as one of the original twenty-nine 
members of the Movement took a position of higher education 
as the answer to improved employment for blacks. The Niagara 
Movement was a precursor to the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). Once the NAACP 
was founded, Morgan organized and was a founding member 
of the Boston chapter of the organization and became its’ first 
leader.
 In 1915, Morgan was involved with the protest and attempt 
to ban the showing of the infamous movie film, “The Birth of a 
Nation”. The film glorified the Ku Klux Klan and vilified blacks. 
When the Mayor of Boston refused to ban the showing of the 
film in Boston, Morgan and his fellow Niagara Movement activ-
ists called for the Mayor to resign. Morgan’s group found an ally 
in the Catholic Church and in 1921 the film was finally banned.
 Clement G. Morgan died on June 1, 1929. He was seventy 
years old. Long after his death, on February 11, 1991, the city 
of Cambridge dedicated a city park in Morgan’s honor. They city 
erected a plaque and a mural that stands today. 
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ERNEST
NATHAN
“DUTCH”

       MORIAL

…was born on October 9, 
1929 in New Orleans, Lou-
isiana to Leonie and Walter 
Morial. His mother worked 
as a tailor and his father 
was a cigar manufacturer. 
The family’s bloodline con-
sisted of a mixture of black 

freed slaves and white French European. Morial was the young-
est of six children and grew up speaking French, a common lan-
guage of newly established African Americans in New Orleans 
during that time. As a religious family, the family practiced the 
Roman Catholics religion.
 Morial attended both parochial and public schools before 
enrolling into New Orleans’s Xavier University where he earned 
his undergraduate degree in 1951. To obtain his law degree, he 
attended Louisiana State University School of Law (LSU) in Ba-
ton Rouge, Louisiana completing his studies in 1954. He was the 
first African American graduate of the university’s law school. 
 After law school, Morial enlisted into the United States 
Army Intelligence Corps. He spent two years in the Corps before 
returning to New Orleans. After passing the state bar, he began 
taking on cases having civil rights issues involving discrimina-
tion and racial inequality. He soon was litigating cases centered 
on segregation in hotels, rooming houses, restaurants, city trans-
portation, and public recreation. 
 In 1955, Morial was appointed as an Assistant Attorney 
General in the United States Attorney General’s Office in Louisi-
ana. He served in the office of six years. As an Assistant Attorney 
General, Morial began to look at city corruption and prosecuted 
those that he discovered were operating illegally.
 In 1962, Morial became the President of the New Orleans 
chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP). He served as President for three years. He 
became a member of the Democratic National Committee.
 In 1965, Morial was appointed as an Assistant Attorney 
General to the United States Attorney Generals Office. He be-
came the first African American to serve in that capacity. He 
served in the Attorney Generals Office for two years.
 In 1967, Morial was elected to the Louisiana House of Rep-
resentatives as a Democrat. He was the first African American to 
serve in the state legislature since Reconstruction. While serving 
in the House, Morial sponsored a bill to end Louisiana’s death 
penalty and another that would grant the right to vote to eigh-
teen year olds.
 In 1969, Morial made a run, unsuccessfully, to a seat on the 
New Orleans City Council. The following year, he was appoint-

ed to the bench of the Louisiana State Juvenile Court. He again 
became a first, the first African American to sit on the Juvenile 
Court.
 In 1972, Morial was elected as a Judge to the Fourth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. He became the highest-ranking African Amer-
ican in the Louisiana state government. He served on the bench 
for five years.
 In 1977, Morial was elected as Mayor of New Orleans de-
feating Joseph V. DiRosa. He won 51.5% of the casted votes. As 
he had done several times before, Morial became the first Afri-
can American to serve as Mayor of New Orleans. In 1982, he 
was re-elected to a second term. That year, he was elected as the 
President of the United States Conference of Mayors and served 
as President for four years.
 When Morial assumed the highest job in the city of New 
Orleans, the city was rated as the third-poorest major American 
city in the country. During his tenure, he was able to improve 
the city’s economic state. He cut unneeded bureaucratic city 
jobs, balanced the city budget by eliminating a $40-million defi-
cit the city faced that he inherited, and secured federal funds 
that ignited economic development in the city. In that, a $102 
million, 7,500 acre industrial district was developed that spured 
over $1 billion in private investment that sparked a boom of 
development in downtown New Orleans.
 After serving his time limit two terms, Morial introduced 
legislation to remove that law for the city charter but his at-
tempt was defeated by referendum. He then returned to private 
practice and became a partner in the law firm of Brook, Morial, 
and Cassibry. As a private citizen, he continued his political 
activism.
 In 1988, Morial became a member of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee. As a member of the Committee, he was re-
quested to serve as Senior Advisor to Massachusetts Governor 
Michael Dukakis, the Democratic National Committee Presi-
dential candidate. Dukakis was not successful in his bid to be-
come the President of the United States. 
 The following year, New Orleans received an unusually bit-
ter cold weather blast. Morial, after leaving the home of a friend, 
suffered an asthma attack due to the cold weather, which trig-
gered a cardiopulmonary collapse. Unfortunately, Mayor Morial 
was unable to survive his ailment and died on December 24, 
1989. 
 Survived by his wife Sybil and his five children, Morial was 
honored with a funeral attended by thousands of New Orleani-
ans, as well as national and international dignitaries. The legacy 
left behind by Morial would continue when five years later, his 
son, Marc Morial, would become the Mayor of New Orleans. In 
his death, Ernest Nathan “Dutch” Morial made another first. It 
was the first time in the history of New Orleans that an African 
American father and son duo has served as Mayor of the city. 

MARC
HAYDEL
MORIAL   

…was born on January 3, 
1958 in New Orleans, Lou-
isiana to Sybil Haydel Morial 
and Ernest Nathan “Dutch” 
Morial. His mother was a 
teacher and university ad-
ministration. His father was 
a former Mayor of New Or-
leans, the first African Ameri-

can to sit in the seat. He is the second of five children and grew up 
in the Seventh Ward of the city. 
 He graduated from Jesuit High School in 1976. He matricu-
lated to the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia where he 
earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1980 in Economics. While in 
undergraduate school, he joined the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. For 
his Juris Doctorate degree, Morial attended Georgetown University 
in Washington, D.C. and completed his studies in1983.
 After passing the Louisiana State Bar, Morial entered private 
practice. After practicing for a few years, he was appointed to the 
Board to the Louisiana American Civil Liberties Union. He served 
on the Board for two years.
 In 1990, Morial ran, although unsuccessful, for a seat in the 
United States Congress. He lost his bid for Congress placing sec-
ond in the race, which forced a runoff against eventual winner Bill 
Jefferson. Two years later, Morial made a run for the Louisiana State 
Senate this time winning a seat in the state legislature. He stayed in 
the Senate for two years.
 In 1994, Morial ran for the top job in New Orleans, that of 
Mayor. Successful in his bid, he took the job that his father “Dutch” 
Morial held five years previously. In winning the election to become 
Mayor, the Morials became the first African American father and son 
team to be named Mayor of New Orleans. Ironically, the candidate 
that Morial defeated to become Mayor, Mitch Landreau, a son of 
another former New Orleans Mayor, would become Mayor in 2010. 
Landreau and his father would become the second father and son 
team to serve in the office of the Mayor.
 As Mayor, Morial went about his campaign theme of cleaning 
up the New Orleans City Hall using “a shovel, not a broom”. There 
was citywide corruption in the city’s police department. One of Mo-
rial’s first appointment as Mayor was that of Richard Pennington as 
New Orleans Police Superintendent. 
 Pennington, along with investigators from the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, immediately began investigations into the police 
department. The investigations resulted in several police officers be-
ing charged with corruption and other city officials were removed 
from their jobs for various improprieties. 
 Under Morial, the city of New Orleans revamped itself, both 
in image and in economic growth. The city’s tourism and travel in-
dustry, one of its’ main sources of revenue, grew expeditiously, with 
fourteen new hotels being built in downtown New Orleans. The 
growth of the tourism was largely due to the reduction in crime as 
a result of Morial and Pennington’s lowering of the city’s crime rate. 
The city’s violent crimes rate reduced itself by 60%, which made 

the city a bit more safe and those that visited the city feel a bit more 
secure.
 With the crime rate being reduced, more Louisiana and other 
outside investors poured money into the city, particularly in New 
Orleans’s older and historic neighborhoods. With revamped devel-
opment in the downtown area, more people moved back into the 
city. Morial secured city bonds that repaired and improved the city’s 
streets, he provided funds to improve the Canal Street streetcar line, 
and he expanded the city’s Convention Center, which brought more 
conventions, conference, and special events to the city.
 For the city’s minority communities, Morial worked to ensure 
fairness in the city’s contracting policies. He opened the doors for 
minority contractors to participate and invited them to bid on pos-
sible contracts with assurances that their chances of being awarded 
contracts were greatly improved. For the city’s police department, 
he instituted city residency rules for police officers and other city 
workers that had not been previously enforced.
 For sports fans, Morial was able to secure the return to the city 
of a National Basketball Association professional basketball team 
when he negotiated with the owners of the Charlotte Hornets to 
move from Charlotte to New Orleans. For the 2011 National Foot-
ball League, after the September 11, 2001 attack on New York’s 
World Trade Center, Morial was able to negotiate with organizers of 
a large automobile trade show scheduled to be held in New Orleans 
a week after the deadly attack to move their convention so that the 
Super Bowl could still be held in New Orleans, which was sched-
uled to be played during the week the attack happened. His ability 
to satisfy both entities, Morial saved millions of dollars that may 
have gone to another city, if the Super Bowl needed to be moved 
elsewhere.
 During Morial’s tenure, his approval rating amongst city voters 
remained at nearly 70% citywide and nearly 100% in the African 
American and minority communities. In the 1998 election, Mori-
al easily won another term as Mayor receiving 79% of the casted 
votes. His closest opponent, Kathleen Cresson received 20% of the 
casted votes.
 As did his father, Morial attempted to change the City Charter 
in order to run for a third term. 61% of the voters rejected the pro-
posed amendment. Morial left the Mayor’s office at the end of his 
second term and returned to private practice.
 In 2001, Morial was elected as President of the United States 
Conference of Mayors. In 2003, he was selected to become the Pres-
ident and CEO of the National Urban League, the oldest and largest 
civil rights organization in the country. That year, he also served as 
a member of the Debt Reduction Task Force at the Bipartisan Policy 
Center. 
 In 2012, then President Barack Obama appointed Morial to 
the President’s Advisory Council on Financial Capability.  He served 
on the Executive Committee of the Leadership Conference on Civil 
Rights. He also served as a Board Member of the New Jersey Per-
forming Arts Center in Newark, New Jersey and the Muhammad Ali 
Center in Louisville, Kentucky. In addition, Morial has served the 
Leadership 18 and the Black Leadership Forum.
 Marc Haydel Morial married to Michelle Miller, a CBS news cor-
respondent. Together they have two children, Mason and Margeaux.
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EDWARD
H.
MORRIS

…was born into slav-
ery in 1858 in Flem-
ingsburg, Ken¬tucky to 
Elizabeth Hopkins and 
Hezekiah Morris. His 
father was able to pur-
chase his freedom as a 
mattress maker. His fa-

ther died when he was two years old. His mother, after 
the end of the Civil War, moved the family north to New 
Richmond, Ohio. 
 Morris’s family moved to Chicago, Illinois where 
he attended high school. After Morris completed high 
school, he attended St. Patrick’s College in Chicago, Il-
linois. After studying law, he was admitted to the Illinois 
Bar on June 12, 1879 after passing the exam before the 
Appellate Court. He was the fifth black to be admitted to 
the bar.
 During the next several years, Morris would become 
one of the most successful Black attorneys in Chicago. He 
not only represented many black Chicago residents, his 
client list include many whites as well. His legal practice 
became successful and he invested his earnings into real 
estate acquiring a vast amount of property. 
 In 1881, Morris was admitted to the Wisconsin Bar 
where he began to practice and became successful there 
as well. Four years later, he was admitted to argue cases 
before the United States Supreme Court. He then became 
legal counsel to the town of South Chicago.
 In 1891, Mr. Morris, as a Republican, was elected 
to the Illinois General Assembly representing the Third 
Senatorial District. While in the state legislature, Morris 
represented Cook County, Illinois and was in charge of 
their taxes. In that role, he introduced the School Teach-
er’s Pension Bill, which became a state law. He also in-
troduced legislation that legalized slave marriages for the 
purpose of inheritance.
 In 1895, Morris was appointed as an Assistant Attor-
ney for Cook County. His success was widely noticed, so 
much so that he became known as “The Dean of Colored 
Lawyers”. He assisted young black lawyers in their cases 
and gave support to up and coming law students, includ-
ing Fredrick L. McGhee who would become a successful 
attorney in his own right. The two later became partners. 

 Years later, in 1917, Morris, along with attorney Clar-
ence Darrow defended Oscar DePriest, Chicago’s first 
black Alderman. DePriest was indicted, accused of graft 
and was forced to resign his seat on the City Council. Two 
years later, he attempted to regain his seat on the Council 
but was unsuccessful.
 Morris success as an attorney in Chicago is legend-
ary. He and McGhee would win countless lawsuits and 
would litigate cases throughout the state, in Wisconsin, 
and in Washington, D.C. before the Supreme Court. Mor-
ris, as a great lawyer had a brother attorney, William R. 
Morris, who became a successful attorney in Minneapo-
lis, Minnesota.
 Edward H. Morris died in 1943. He was eighty-five 
years old.

WILLIAM
R.
MORRIS

…was born into slavery 
on February 22, 1859 in 
Flemingsburg, Ken¬tucky 
to Elizabeth Hopkins and 
Hezekiah Morris. His fa-
ther was able to purchase 
his freedom as a mattress 
maker. His father died 
when he was two years 
old. His mother, after the 

end of the Civil War, moved the family north to New Rich-
mond, Ohio. 
 Morris began his formal education in public schools in 
New Richmond but was able to attend a private school later 
after winning a scholarship to a Catholic school at Chicago, 
Illinois. After graduating from high school, Morris enrolled 
into Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee. He graduated 
with his undergraduate degree in 1884 with honors. While 
at Fisk, Morris was known for his debating and oratory skills.
 Morris, after graduation, remained at Fisk to study for his 
law degree. He took a position as a teacher at Fisk teaching 
Language, Mathematics, and Science and was the only Af-
rican American faculty member for four years. He remained 
in that position for five years, obtained his law degree, was 
admitted to the Tennessee bar, and left Fisk moving to Chi-
cago, Illinois to pursue his law profession.
 Morris was admitted to the bar in Illinois. After a period 
of time in Illinois, he made his way to Minneapolis, Minne-
sota. He was admitted to the Minnesota State Bar and set up 
a law practice. He became the first African American lawyer 
to litigate cases in Hennepin County. He soon became a suc-
cessful lawyer in the city handling several important cases. 
In one of his more notable cases, he represented Thomas Ly-
ons in a murder case, which attracted widespread attention. 
 In 1885, Morris represented southern blacks in their 
fight for equal justice under the law. At a meeting held by the 
American Missionary Association at Madison, Wisconsin, he 
presented an address entitled, “The Negro at Present”, which 
spoke on the conditions of blacks in the United States at that 
time. The next year, he assisted black teachers in Tennessee 
attempt equal rights as teachers. 
 In 1891, Morris was elected president of the Minnesota 
State League of Negroes. As a member of the Republican Party, 
he was well informed on the government’s role in the condi-
tions of blacks across the country and questioned government 
officials about their roles. A few years later, Morris would mar-

ry his wife, Anna M. La Force on July 14, 1896. They had two 
children, Richard Edward and Elizabeth Zellouise. 
 In 1895, after attending the Harvard University’s School 
of Law in Cambridge, Massachusetts, Morris graduated with 
his law degree. He returned to Minnesota to set up his pri-
vate practice. He would practice law for several years before 
making an application to become a member of the American 
Bar Association.
 In 1911, Morris, along with fellow African American law-
yers, William Henry Lewis and Butler Roland Wilson, were 
admitted to the American Bar Association (ABA). Learning 
that three black attorneys had been admitted to the all-white 
bar, Southern attorneys protested their admission based on 
their race. They wanted the three attorneys expelled for not 
disclosing that they were black. The Executive Committee, 
the committee that nominates members, had their own qual-
ifications questioned for admitting Morris, Butler and Wil-
son. Soon other ABA members across the country joined in 
with opposition to their admission.
  In 1912, at an annual convention, Morris and the others 
were asked to resign to avoid embarrassment. Morris com-
plied from pressure from the DOJ but the others did not. 
Then U.S. Attorney General, George Wickersham, wrote a 
letter to the ABA and expressed his displeasure with the at-
tempts to have the men removed from the organization cit-
ing the constitution gives them the right be members of the 
bar. He himself threatened to resign over the issue. 
 The ABA ultimately issued a resolution at the conven-
tion that required black applicants to identify themselves as 
black when they submitted their applications to the Execu-
tive Council. The resolution passed, which gave the Council 
the power to veto any application they deemed necessary to 
keep the ABA all white. After much debate and legal ram-
ifications, the three black attorneys were admitted to the 
ABA as members. After the three were admitted, only one 
black attorney was admitted to the ABA, T. Gillis Nutter, until 
1943.
 Morris was a member of the Colored Masonic Order 
and was a honorary 33rd Degree Mason for his service to the 
Order. Morris had previously served as Grand Master and 
Grand Secretary. He was also a Most Venerable Patriarch of 
the Grand United Order of Odd Fellows. 
 For the Knights of Pythias, he served as a Grand Chan-
cellor and Deputy Supreme Chancellor. For the state of Min-
nesota, he served as a Brigadier General and was a member 
of the Charter Commission. Morris was also a member of the 
Plymouth Congregational Church of Minneapolis.
 In 1889, after suffering from nervous exertion, Morris 
committed suicide. He was seventy-one years old. 

Photo Not 
Available
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HERMAN 
MORRIS, JR.

was born on January 
16, 1951 in Memphis, 
Tennessee. He attended 
the public school sys-
tem in Memphis where 
he graduated from high 
school. He attended 
Rhodes College, now 

Southwestern University at Memphis in Memphis, Ten-
nessee in 1973. As a Rhodes Scholar, Morris obtained his 
law degree in 1977 from the Vanderbilt University School 
of Law in Nashville, Tennessee.
 Morris, after being admitted to the Tennessee State 
Bar, entered private practice in Memphis. Over the next 
twelve years, he practiced law working for several differ-
ent law firms in the Memphis area. He handled a variety 
of cases for the different firms he worked for.
  Morris served for a time as a City Attorney for the 
City of Memphis before becoming the general counsel 
for the Memphis Light, Gas & Water Company in 1989. 
He was the first in-house legal counsel the company ever 
hired. As legal counsel, Green oversaw the company’s 
daily legal issues of city, state and federal energy regula-
tions. He oversaw the company’s legal issues surrounding 
employee and staff operations and contracts associated 
with procurement and expenditures. 
 In 1997, Morris was promoted as the Memphis Light, 
Gas & Water’s President and CEO after serving for twelve 
years as the company’s legal counsel. As President and 
CEO, he is in charge of the company’s 2,700 employees 
and oversees a $1.4 million annual budget. He is respon-
sible to the citizens of Memphis’s utility programs and is 
entrusted to ensure the community has affordable energy 
and water.
 In his role as head of the utility company, Morris ini-
tiated programs to support the local communities that he 
served including teaming with the Boy Scouts of America 
to create the Inner-City Legal Explorer Post. The program’s 
purpose is to allow inner city youth the opportunity to 
gain knowledge of the law, which might inspire them to 
pursue a legal career. The program was met with great 
success.
 Morris served as the Director to the Perrigo Company, 
a global leader in the pharmaceutical industry. The com-

pany specializes in over-the counter consumer goods. As 
Director, he has served as a member and Chairman of 
the company’s Nominations and Governance Committee, 
Audit Committee, and Compensation Committee. 
 Morris has been involved in many community and 
professional associations and organizations during his 
over forty-year career. He has served as member of the 
American Public Power Association, Memphis & Shelby 
County Library Foundation, and the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People’s (NAACP) Spe-
cial Contribution Fund. He also has been a member of the 
National Petroleum Council and the Tennessee Supreme 
Court Board of Professional Responsibility. In addition, 
Morris served on Rhodes’ College Board of Trustees.
 He served as the Director of the University of Tennes-
see Medical Group and as Director of the Tennessee Val-
ley Public Power Association. For the Bank of America, 
he served on its’ Advisory Board and served as Campaign 
Chairman of the United Way of the Mid-South. He served 
as past President of the Memphis and is actively involved 
with the operations of the Boy Scouts of America.
 Morris still serves as a private practicing attorney 
specializing in corporate and employment law, energy 
policies and procedures, mediation, and public policy. 
He also continues to give back to the local and national 
communities that he is involved with. Morris and his wife 
Brenda continue to live in Memphis.

JAMES 
BRAD
MORRIS, SR.

...was born on October 
15, 1890 in Covington, 
Georgia, a small town 
east of Atlanta to Wil-
liam and Salemma Mor-
ris, both of whom had 
been born into slavery. 
At a very young age, the 

family moved to Atlanta. Unfortunately, shortly after the 
move, his father left, leaving behind Morris, his mother 
and two brothers, Bill and Clyde. 
 In his early teens, Morris witnessed his friend be 
lynched and set afire by the Ku Klux Klan, when a white 
woman falsely accused him of raping her. The Klan threat-
ened to do the same to him. His mother quickly sent him 
to Baltimore, Maryland to live with her sister and broth-
er-in-law. He completed highs school there and  in 1912 
graduated from Hampton Institute and the Howard Uni-
versity School of Law in 1915.
 Morris began working his way west on the railroads 
after graduation after hearing a speech by then Sena-
tor William E. Borah’s highlighting the opportunities for 
black attorneys there. George H. Woodson, a Virginia 
native, 25th Infantry Veteran, and Des Moines attorney, 
extended an invite for Morris to join him in his practice. 
Morris accepted in 1916. 
 Morris enlisted in the U.S. Army a year later. Assigned 
to the black officers’ Fort Des Moines Officer Training 
Camp, he earned a commission as a Second Lieutenant. 
After training African American enlisted men at Camp 
Dodge, he married Georgine Crowe, his Howard Uni-
versity sweetheart, and shortly thereafter, in 1918, was 
shipped to France with the Third Battalion, 92nd Divi-
sion, 366th Infantry. 
 During the skirmish at Metz, France, he suffered a 
bad leg wound, which delayed his return to the United 
States until July 1919. By that time he returned, his son 
had been born five months earlier. Both George Woodson 
and S. Joe Brown welcomed Morris back with open arms 
to their law firm. 
 Three years later, Morris seized the opportunity to 
purchase The Iowa Bystander, an Iowa newspaper tar-
geted toward the African-American community. In 1937, 
due to financial constraints of the Great Depression, Mor-

ris sold the paper. Fortunately, a year later, with the sup-
port of Des Moines Register Editor Harvey Ingham, it was 
back in his hands. They launched a successful drive to 
revive it and they did. In 1940, Morris co-founder the Na-
tional Newspaper Publishers Association, the first nation-
al black media organization. He operated the newspaper 
until selling it in 1972.
 For over fifty years, Morris was one of the leading Af-
rican Americans in Iowa. From the state capital, his voice 
reached deep into black communities across the state. He 
spread weekly news about national, state, and local hap-
penings. He lauded African American achievements and 
voiced protests, all while linking large and small events 
together and making a record of  all of them. 
 Morris also built a successful legal practice. In 1925, 
he was one of the co-founders of the National Bar Asso-
ciation in Des Moines. The organization was formed as a 
result of the American Bar Association excluded blacks. 
    Morris’s success in journalism and law came from his 
ambition and activism. He presided over the Des Moines 
chapter of the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP), and was instrumental in es-
tablishing the State Conference in 1940. He was active in 
his church’s affairs, attending Corinthian Baptist, St. Paul 
African Methodist Episcopal, and St. Paul’s Episcopal. He 
contributed to his political party, the Iowa Republican 
Party, by co-chairing and serving as Delegate to the Na-
tional Convention in 1964. James Brad Morris, Sr., died 
on December 30, 1977.
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ROBERT 
MORRIS, SR.

...was born on June 8, 
1823 in Salem, Massa-
chusetts and was admit-
ted to the State of Mas-
sachusetts bar in 1847. 
It is believed that he 
was the first black male 
lawyer to file a lawsuit 
in the United States. It is 

known, however, that he was the first black lawyer to win 
a lawsuit in the U.S.
 Morris, in his early years, received some of his formal 
education at Master Dodge’s School in Salem. He later 
became a student of Ellis Gray Loring, a well known law-
yer and a true abolitionist at the time. Opposed to slavery, 
as was Loring, along with William Lloyd Garrison and 
Wendell Philips, Morris worked to oppose the Fugitive 
Slave Act of 1850.  
 On February 15, 1851, Morris, with the help of Lewis 
Hayden, managed to remove an arrested fugitive slave, 
Shadrack Minkins, from the court house. Shadrach was 
fugitive slave from Norfolk, Virginia, who in 1850 es-
caped, leaving Virginia and making his way to Boston, 
Massachusetts. While working as a waiter at a restaurant, 
he was captured and held under the Fugitive Slave Law 
of 1850. Morris, along with help from others, assisted 
Shadrack in leaving the United States and going to Cana-
da. Everyone involved was arrested but all were acquitted 
of all charges. 
 In the early 1850s, Morris was appointed a Justice of 
the Peace and began to practice law before the U.S. Dis-
trict Courts. He served as a Magistrate in Courts in Boston 
and Chelsea, Massachusetts. These positions were not of 
high judicial status but they did give him experience and 
earned him the distinction of being the first African Amer-
ican to have performed law with any judicial power.
 When the Civil War began, Morris heard President 
Abraham Lincoln’s call for volunteers but he objected to 
any enlistment of African Americans unless they were to 
receive fair and equal treatment including officer’s po-
sitions. He gave his help in the recruitment of soldiers 
for the 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment, the first 
officially sanctioned African American unit in the U.S. 
Army. He spoke out  continuously  against discrimination 
against the 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment and 
other black soldiers.

 History shows that Morris and Macon Bolling Al-
len opened first black law office in the United States in 
Boston, Massachusetts while other say there is no direct 
knowledge that Allen and Morris ever met. There are his-
torians that state that there was no partnership between 
the two, yet others maintain that they worked together 
during that time.
 Morris was very active in black and abolitionist caus-
es. He filed and tried the first U.S. civil rights challenge 
against segregated public Schools. In the 1848 case of 
Roberts v. Boston. Morris and Charles Sumner plead the 
case, which was the first legal challenge to the “separate 
but equal” practice of segregation in the United States. 
Unfortunately for Morris and his team, in 1850, The Mas-
sachusetts Supreme Judicial Court ruled against them. 
The U.S. Supreme Court later cited Roberts v. Boston case 
in support of the Plessy v. Ferguson ruling of 1896. That 
ruling codified the “separate but equal” standards. “Sep-
arate but equal” was ultimately overturned by the high 
court in Brown v. Board of Education in 1954.
 Other notable cases the Morris carried included the 
case of Anthony Burns, another fugitive slave who was 
captured and tried under the same Fugitive Slave Law of 
1850. That trial also was held in Boston. Although un-
successful, Morris  and Richard Henry Dana, Jr. acted as 
Burns’ attorneys. The ruling made against Burns caused 
the government to place Boston under martial law. Pro-
tests and demonstrations occurred and attacks toward 
U.S. Marshals guarding the courthouse. After the trial, 
Burns was transported by ship back to Virginia. He was 
ransomed from slavery, having his freedom purchased by 
Boston sympathizers. Burns later attended Oberlin Col-
lege and after graduation, he became a Baptist preacher, 
moving to Upper Canada for a post.
 Morris, Thomas Dalton, and William Cooper Nell 
also argued the importance of integration in Boston 
schools. Morris stated during one of his arguments that, 
“It is very hard to retain self-respect if we see ourselves 
set apart and avoided as a degraded race by others... Do 
not say to our children that however well-behaved their 
very presence is in a public school, is contamination to 
your children.” The three said that black and Latin schools 
were not provide the same level of education as the white 
schools in Boston.
 Morris was later commissioned as a Magistrate of Es-
sex County, Massachusetts by the Governor, making him 
the second black lawyer to hold a judicial post. He un-
successfully ran for Mayor of Chelsea, Massachusetts in 
1866. He died on December 12. 1882.

EVERETT
FREDERIC
MORROW

…was born on April 9, 
1909 in Hackensack, New 
Jersey to Mary Ann Hayes 
and John Eugene Morrow. 
His mother worked as a 
maid and farm worker and 
his father worked as a li-
brary custodian. His father 
later became an ordained 
Methodist minister.

 Morrow graduated from Hackensack High School in 1925. 
He was a member of his high school debate team for three years 
and was the President of his senior class. He attended Bowdoin 
College where he received his undergraduate degree in 1926, 
stopping before re-enrolling in 1930. He was forced to with-
draw in his senior year to help his family finically although he 
did well academically. While a student at Bowdoin, he was one 
of only two African American students at the college.
 He took a job working as a bank messenger on Wall Street 
and another as a social worker. In 1935, he found work as a 
business manager for the National Urban League’s Opportunity 
Magazine. Two years later, he accepted the position of Field 
Secretary for the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP). He traveled nationally conducting 
fundraising and membership campaigns.
 In 1942, Morrow joined the United States Army. Within a 
month of him enlisting, he was promoted to Sergeant. Within a 
year, he graduated from Officers Candidate School. He left the 
military soon thereafter at the rank of Major of Artillery.
 Leaving the military, through the G.I. Bill, Morrow was able 
to return to school to complete his law degree. He then enrolled 
into the Rutgers Law School in Newark, New Jersey. There he 
obtained his law degree in 1948. 
 After completing law school, Morrow worked as a clerk in 
Englewood, New Jersey. With the breakout of the Korean War, 
he returned to active duty in the military. After a year serving, 
he returned to civilian life. He took a job with Columbia Broad-
casting Company (CBS) as a writer in their Public Affairs De-
partment.
 In 1952, Morrow was hired by then General Dwight Eisen-
hower as a personal adviser and administrative assistant to his 
Presidential campaign. With Eisenhower’s victory, he was re-
warded for his work by being appointed as Advisor of Business 
Affairs in the Department of Commerce. He held that post until 
1955.
 In July of the following year, Morrow became an aide to 
President Eisenhower. He was the first African American Pres-
idential aide in history. He was then appointed as an Adminis-
trative Officer for Special Projects. He served on the President’s 
staff for six years.

 During his time in the White House, Morrow was the only 
African American serving the President. At the time there ra-
cial tensions across the country were increasing and he him-
self faced difficult and professional struggles in Washington as 
a black man. Public segregation in schools was being protested, 
witnessed by the Supreme Court’s 1954 landmark ruling in the 
Brown v. the Board of Education case. Public transportation was 
being protested for its’ segregated policies, witnessed by the 
1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott and in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
federal troops were needed to enforce the 1954 Supreme Court 
ruling to integrate public schools in the Little Rock Crisis of 
1957. Each of these landmark and historical events, Morrow 
witnessed first hand as the only African American serving in the 
White House.
 Much of Morrow’s racial struggles centered on the fact that 
there were many other African American’s that were qualified 
to hold high level positions in the federal government and oth-
er public or private industries that were excluded due to their 
skin color. He found that there were staff members in the White 
House that were opposed to the positive gains that his fellow Af-
rican Americans were fighting for in the streets, yet he served in 
the White House. Nonetheless, his mere existence in the White 
House was a symbol of progress for blacks across the country to 
many.
 Morrow wrote a book about his time spent in the federal 
government entitled, “Black Man in the White House. In the 
book, he speaks of how some White House staff was more con-
cerned with their own personal growth than that of others. He 
tells of how he, while serving as an aide to the most powerful 
man in the country, the President of the United States, many 
times was thought by visiting dignitaries and other White House 
visitors to be the coat boy or a driver. 
 Morrow goes on to elaborate in the book about the turbu-
lent racial tensions the country faced inside and outside of the 
White House during his stay. In 1973, he wrote his autobiogra-
phy, Way Down South Up North. In 1980, Morrow would write 
his last autobiography, Forty Years a Guinea Pig: A Black Man’s 
View from the Top. 
 Leaving the White House, Morrow accepted a position as 
Vice President of the African-American Institute in New York, a 
privately funded education and cultural organization. He then 
took a position for three years with The Bank of America. Leav-
ing the bank, he became the first African American to be named 
as Vice President of the bank’s International Subsidiary Divi-
sion, where he focused on business development and foreign 
loans. In 1975, Morrow retired from the bank as their Senior 
Vice President to accept a position with the Education Testing 
Service in Princeton, New Jersey in an executive position. 
 Everett Frederick Morrow died on July 20, 1994 at Mount 
Sinai Hospital in New York City, New York. He was eighty-four 
years old. For his service to the country and to President Eisen-
hower’s tenure, Bowdoin College awarded Morrow an honorary 
LL.D. degree. Morrow was a member of the Alpha Phi Alpha 
fraternity.



60 61

JOHN
MORTON-FINNEY

…was born on June 25, 
1889 in Uniontown, Ken-
tucky. His mother was a 
free slave and his father 
was not. He and his six 
siblings were taught the 
value of education at an 
early age. His mother 
died when he was four-

teen years old and his father sent his children to live with 
their grandfather to be raised in Missouri on the grandfa-
ther’s farm.
 After completing high school, he served in the United 
States Army and was a member of the 24th Infantry Regi-
ment, which was given the name as “The Buffalo Soldiers”. 
Morton-Finney fought twice in the unit, first in the Philip-
pines and again during World War I and reached the rank of 
Sergeant. 
 After his first tour of duty, Morton-Finney earned his un-
dergraduate degree from Lincoln College in Jefferson City, 
Missouri. He then took a job as a teacher in a small one-
room schoolhouse in Missouri. After the breakout of World 
War I, he re-enlisted and fought in France as a member of 
the American Expeditionary Forces. After his duties in France 
were complete, he returned to the United States and Lincoln 
College to pursue his law degree.
 Back in Missouri, Finney-Morton took college classes in 
History, French and Math. He heard that a new teacher from 
Cornell University was teaching French and he enrolled in 
the class as he spoke some French, learning it while serving 
in France. Morton-Finney took the class taught by Pauline 
Ray, the Lincoln College French teacher, and the two fell 
in love and were married in 1922. Together they moved to 
Indianapolis, Indiana where he took a teaching job.
 He first taught at Indianapolis Junior High Public 
Schools #17 and #27 and later became a Principal. He was 
then hired as the first teacher at the newly established all-
Black Crispus Attucks High School. He served as the head of 
the Foreign Language Department where he taught French, 
German, Greek, Latin, and Spanish. 
 While serving as a teacher at the high school, Mor-
ton-Finney his law degree at the age of twenty-two. He 
would go on to practice law until the age of one hundred 
and six, a legal career of over eighty-five years. He holds the 
record serving as the longest practicing attorney in the Unit-
ed States out distancing Rush Limbaugh, Sr., the father of 

radio host and conservative political pundit Rush Limbaugh, 
who practiced law actively for seventy-five years. 
 During World War II, Finney-Morton directed the U.S. 
Government’s rationing program. He oversaw the disburse-
ment of butter, gasoline, meat, rubber and sugar, which was 
strictly controlled. Much of these consumer goods were in 
short demand and Finney-Morton worked to ensure every-
one got their fair share of the disbursements.
 While working to assist the community where he lived, 
Finney-Morton continued his educational studies at Indi-
ana University in nearby Bloomington, Indiana. In 1935, 
he earned his law degree. During his record setting career, 
Morton-Finney would earn five law degrees and six other 
degrees in various fields of study. He would hold degrees 
in Law, History, Mathematics, and Sociology. He would be 
given countless honorary degrees for his highly regarded ed-
ucation and knowledge. He earned his last degree at the age 
of seventy-five from Butler University in Indianapolis. 
 John Morton-Finney died January 28, 1998. He was one 
hundred and nine years old. He was given a full honor mil-
itary memorial service and was laid to rest at the Crown 
Hill Cemetery. In his honor, the Indianapolis Public Schools 
Board renamed the Center for Educational Services as the 
Dr. John Morton-Finney Center for Educational Services. In-
diana University, in Finney-Morton’s honor, named a student 
residential dormitory on its’ Purdue, Indiana after him. Even 
then President George H. W. Bush held a dinner in his honor 
to give credence to the life of Finney-Morton and his lengthy 
legal and teaching career.
 Indianapolis’ Martin University awarded Finney-Morton 
an honorary Doctorate degree. The University, founded in 
1987, is the only higher education institution in the state 
that specializes in serving adults. The school’s student popu-
lation is 98% African American. For his military service and 
as a Buffalo Soldier, Indiana Congresswoman Julia Carson 
on the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives gave trib-
ute to Finney-Morton. 

CAROL
ELIZABETH
MOSELEY-

           BRAUN

...was born on August 16, 
1947 in Chicago, Illinois to 
Edna and  Joseph Moseley. 
Her mother was a medical 
technician in a hospital 
and her father was Chicago 
police officer. Raised Cath-
olic, Moseley Braun  grew 
up in a segregated mid-
dle-class neighborhood on 

the south side of Chicago. When she was in her teens and after 
her parents divorced, she went to live with her grandmother. 
Although Catholic, she attended public and parochial schools. 
 Moseley Braun attended Ruggles Elementary School and 
Parker High School (now the site of Paul Robeson High School) 
in Chicago. She began her college studies at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana–Champaign, dropping out after four months.
She picked up her studies at the University of Illinois at Chicago 
majoring in Political Science graduating in 1969. In 1972, she 
earned her Juris Doctor degree from the University of Chicago 
Law School.
 She began her legal career as a Prosecutor in the United 
States Attorney’s Office in Chicago in 1973. As an Assistant 
United States Attorney, she worked on the civil and appellate 
law cases. Before leaving that position, she won the Attorney 
General’s Special Achievement Award for her outstanding work 
related to housing, health policy, and environmental law. She 
left in 1977 to pursue elected offices.
 In 1978, she ran and won a seat in the Illinois House of 
Representatives. She quickly rose through the ranks to become 
the Assistant Majority Leader being recognized for her liberal 
social causes and her proposed a moratorium on the Illinois 
death penalty. In a landmark reapportionment case, Crosby vs 
State Board of Elections, she sued her own party and the State 
of Illinois successfully on behalf of African-American and His-
panic citizens. 
 Leaving the state legislature, Moseley Braun  was elected 
as Cook County, Illinois, Recorder of Deeds, holding that po-
sition for four years. In 1991, she challenged the incumbent 
Democratic Senator defeating him to became the first woman 
and first African-American woman to be elected to the United 
States Senate. During her entire time, she was the sole African 
American in the Senate. She was also the first woman to serve 
on the Senate Finance Committee. She served for only one term.
 While in the Senate, although she had a reputation as a 
liberal, Moseley Braun  held moderate political views on eco-
nomic issues. She voted in favor of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA), the Private Securities Litigation Re-
form Act, and supported the Common Sense Product Liability 
and Legal Reform Act of 1995. On other matters, she was more 

conservative voting against the welfare reform laws passed in 
1996, and voted opposite to her party’s interests by voting for 
the Freedom to Farm Act and the Telecommunications Act of 
1996. 
 She voted in favor of a Balanced Budget Amendment to 
the United States Constitution and voted in favor to place a nu-
clear spent fuel storage facility in Nevada, which was strongly 
opposed by many Democrats. She was a pro-choice advocate 
and voted against the ban on partial-birth abortions and the 
restrictions on abortion funding on military bases. She voted 
against the death penalty and in favor of more gun control mea-
sures. She voted against the Communications Decency Act and 
against the Defense of Marriage Act. 
 On social issues, Moseley Braun  was much more Liber-
al. She once convinced the Senate Judiciary Committee to not 
renew a design patent for the United Daughters of the Confed-
eracy. The Senate was poised to pass a resolution on the patent 
which contained the image of the Confederate flag. For nearly a 
century, the patent had been renewed. This time Moseley Braun  
took a stand threatening to filibuster the legislation, stating she 
would speak “until this room freezes over.” To further her claim 
not to renew, she made a plea to her colleagues about the sym-
bolism of the Confederate flag, stating that, “It has no place in 
our modern times, place in this body, place in our society.” The 
Senate ultimately declined to renew UDC’s patent application.
 In 1993, Moseley Braun  was investigated by the Federal 
Election Commission concerning $249,000 in unaccounted-for 
campaign funds. Finding nothing but small bookkeeping errors, 
no action against Moseley Braun was taken. In 1996, she again 
found herself under a cloud of suspicion after taking private trip 
to Nigeria notified nor registered her trip with the State Depart-
ment. Nigeria was under U.S. sanctions due to human rights 
violations. Her former fiancé had served on her campaign staff 
and was a  lobbyist for the Nigerian government at the same 
time, a violation of U.S. immigration laws. She had paid him a 
salary of $15,000 a month during the campaign.
 Despite the controversy and opposition to her nomination, 
on October 8, 1999, President Clinton nominated Moseley 
Braun to be the United States Ambassador to New Zealand. The 
Senate confirmed her nomination on November 10, 1999, in 
a 96-2 vote and she served through the end of Clinton’s presi-
dency. She then ran for the Democratic Party presidential nom-
ination in February 2003 eventually dropping out after several 
primaries finishing third.
 Deciding to run for Mayor of Chicago in the 2011 elections, 
Moseley Braun showed a strong campaign having endorsements 
from two African-American candidates who had dropped out of 
the race. Unfortunately for her, she finished fourth in the field of 
six, receiving only nine percent of the vote.
 Moseley Braun currently runs a private law firm, Carol Mo-
seley Braun LLC in Chicago. She has also has launched Ambas-
sador Organics, a line of organic food products. Unfortunately 
she ran into financial problems and her home was foreclosed 
on. She was able to sell the house before actions were taken. As 
a gesture to her dedication, she was given an honorary member 
of the Delta Sigma Theta sorority.
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AARON
ALBERT
MOSSELL, II

…was born November 
3, 1863 in Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada to Eli-
za Bowers and Aaron 
Albert Mossell I. His 
parents had left Mary-
land in the 1850s mov-
ing to Canada to escape 
the racial discord and 

discrimination that was occurring in the United States. 
He was the youngest of six children. At the time his par-
ents decided to return to the United States, they only had 
three children. Mossell’s other three siblings were born in 
upstate New York where he ran a successful brick man-
ufacturing business that provided bricks for homes and 
schools. He built brick church that he belonged to and a 
hotel that he owned.
 After completing high school, Mosell enrolled into 
Lincoln University in Lincoln University, Pennsylvania, 
one of the only higher education institutions that blacks 
could attend in the country. He completed his studies 
graduating in 1885. He obtained his law degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania in 1888. Mossell was the first African Amer-
ican to graduate from the University.
 He entered private practice working from offices in 
Philadelphia’s Witherspoon Building that he shared with 
two other African American attorneys, one being John 
Adams Sparks, a fellow graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School who would later become an As-
sistant City Solicitor in charge of Tax Sales of Real Estate. 
After working in private practice for a short time, Mossell 
obtained a job as a Solicitor at the Frederick Douglass 
Memorial Hospital. His brother Nathan happened to be 
the founder and Medical Director of the hospital.
 In 1917, race riots were erupting all across the Unit-
ed States. After the aftermath of Philadelphia’s rioting, 
Mosell represented many of those arrested and jailed for 
participating in the uprising. As a Christian young man, 
he wanted to assist those in need both legally and spir-
itually. For his spiritual path, Mossell served as Mother 
Bethel A.M.E. Church’s Sunday School Superintendent.
 In 1890, Mossell married Mary Louisa Tanner. Her 
father, Bishop Benjamin Tucker Tanner conducted the 
marriage ceremony. Together they had three children. In 

moving together to set up their home, they shared a home 
with famed artist Henry Osawa Tanner. The couple would 
eventually separate before getting a divorce in 1889.
 After the divorce, Mosell left his family and the Unit-
ed States, moving to Cardiff, Wales where he spent the re-
mainder of his life. His youngest daughter, Sadie, would 
later become the first African American woman to earn a 
Ph.D degree in Economics from the University of Penn-
sylvania and the first African American woman to earn a 
law degree from the university. She was also the first Af-
rican American woman to be admitted to the Pennsylva-
nia Bar. She and her husband, Raymond Pace Alexander, 
would become two of the most prominent lawyers and 
civil rights activists in Philadelphia and the United States.
 Aaron Albert Mossell II died on February 1, 1951 in 
Cardiff, Wales. He was eighty-seven years old. 

H.
CARL
MOULTRIE, I

…was born on April 3, 
1915 in Tampa, Florida 
to Anne and Reverend 
William Edward Moul-
trie. He was raised in 
Charleston, South Caro-
lina and graduated high 
school from Avery Insti-

tute. He received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Lincoln 
University in Chester, Pennsylvania in 1935. In 1937, 
Moultrie earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sacred The-
ology from the Lincoln Theological Seminary.  He then 
attended New York University in New York City, New York 
where he received a Master of Arts degree.
 He began his professional career when he took a job 
as a columnist for the Wilmington Journal newspaper in 
Wilmington, North Carolina. He then became the Exec-
utive Director of the Wilmington Community Boy’s Club. 
Before becoming National Executive Secretary of Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. in 1949, Moultrie served as a Pro-
bation Truant Officer. 
 Moultrie, for his Omega Psi Phi fraternity desired to 
establish a national office to serve the fraternities growing 
needs. He felt the organization needed a full time Execu-
tive Secretary and support staff to address the needs of its’ 
members and to better service the future of the fraternity. 
Moultrie, referred to as “Mr. Omega”, was not only able 
to establish a national office for the fraternity, he became 
its’ first National Executive Secretary.
 To obtain his Juris Doctorate degree, Moultrie en-
rolled into Washington, D.C.’s Georgetown University 
School of Law at the age of forty-one years old. After 
completing his studies, he joined the prestigious law firm 
of Cobb, Howard, Hays and Windsor. The firm was also 
located in Washington, D.C.. 
 In 1972, Moultrie was appointed as a Judge to the Su-
perior Court of the District of Columbia by then President 
Richard M. Nixon. In 1978, he was named as Chief Judge 
of the Court. He became the first African American Chief 
Judge of the D.C. Court.
 As Chief Judge, Judge Moultrie is credited with bring-
ing reforms to the D.C. Court. He added the procedure of 
having a Presiding Judge oversee each operating division 
of the Court. He added arbitration and mediation facil-
ities that made it less expensive for litigants to resolve 

conflicts. The Multi-Door Dispute Resolution Division is 
credited with saving both the Court time in its proceed-
ings and made it easier for those involved with the Court 
to maneuver through the process. 
 Judge Moultrie developed new sentencing guidelines 
for Judges and gave the Court primary responsibility for 
the enforcement of child support orders for struggling sin-
gle parents. He also introduced mandatory videotaping 
of confessions as evidence to the prosecution of alleged 
criminals. In addition, Judge Moultrie introduced the idea 
of a one-trial and one-day service for jurors to be tested 
and adopted for the Court.
 Judge Moultrie was a member of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and 
served as a past President of the Washington, D.C. branch. 
He also served on the civil rights organization’s Legal Re-
dress Committee. He served as past Chairman of the Civil 
Rights Division for the Washington Bar Association and as 
a member of the Steering Committee of Citizens of Pub-
lic Welfare Crisis. In addition, Judge Moultrie served as a 
member of the Washington OIC Board of Directors.
 Judge Moultrie has been given many honors and 
awards for his dedicated service to legal jurisprudence 
including a ; a Distinguished Service Award, 7th District, 
Biloxi, Mississippi; a Distinguished and Outstanding 
Service Award, Raleigh, North Carolina; Urban League 
Service Award, Washington, District of Columbia; a Mer-
itorious Service Award, Los Angeles, California; a Meri-
torious Service Award, Tuskegee Institute, Tuskegee, Ala-
bama; and a Senior Citizen of the Year Award, District of 
Columbia Federation of Civic Association. Judge Moultrie 
also received an Outstanding Service Award, Freedom 
Fun Committee from the NAACP and a Resourcefulness 
and Civic Leadership Award also from the NAACP. From 
his fraternity, he was awarded the Civil Right and Ded-
ication Award, the Meritorious Service Award from the 
Nu Omega Chapter in Detroit, Michigan, and the Sigma 
Omega Award of Excellence from the Chicago Illinois 
chapter. In his honor and for recognition of the leadership 
he gave to the D.C. Court, the Joint Committee on Judi-
cial Administration in the District of Columbia named the 
courthouse in which he judged for so many years as The 
H. Carl Moultrie Courthouse. The courthouse is located 
at 500 Indiana Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C..
 Judge H. Carl Moultrie was married to the former 
Sara-Ellyn and together they had one son, H. Carl Moul-
trie, II. He died on April 9, 1986. He was seventy years 
old. 
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HARRIETT
M.
MURPHY

 
…was born and raised in At-
lanta, Georgia. She attended 
public schools in Atlanta be-
fore enrolling into Atlanta’s 
Spelman College where she 
received her undergraduate 
degree. She then entered 
her hometown Clark-Atlanta 
University where she earned 
a Master’s degree. 
    Growing up in Atlanta and 
then to receive her formative 

education in the city, Murphy was surrounded by some of the most 
gifted African American civil rights activists and leaders that the 
country had to offer. From Martin Luther King, Jr. to Julian Bond to 
current U.S. House of Representative John Lewis, she was able to 
witness some of the greatest to ever fight for equal rights. She was 
able to witness first hand the struggles of those with and education 
and those without formal schooling, sacrifice not only their lives 
but the lives of so many others who fought for the right to equal and 
fair education under the law.
 While earning her Master’s degree, Murphy taught school in 
Georgia for several years. Once her Master’s studies were complet-
ed, she decided to move to Prairie View, Texas to teach at Prairie 
View University. She ran into Dr. King at the airport who offered 
her a job with the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. She 
graciously said no and made her way to Texas.
 Arriving at Prairie View University, she met her future husband, 
a doctor living in Longview, Texas. She got married and moved to 
Longview where she joined forces with local political leaders on a 
voter registration campaign. Several years later, her husband passed 
and Murphy decided to return to school to obtain her law degree.
 For her law degree, Murphy chose the University of Texas Law 
School in Austin, Texas. In 1966, she moved from Longview to Aus-
tin to begin her studies, her and her white Cadillac. At the law 
school, she was the only African American woman in her class. 
There was only one other African American in the entire law school 
who graduated the year of her arrival.
 Although she did not face as much overt racism as she saw 
and faced growing up in Georgia, she did see subtle signs of it. The 
teaching professors did not show her any discriminatory actions 
nor did the single her out for any particular embarrassment. She 
was not, however, invited to participate in any of the schools study 
groups that were important to preparation for the exams she had to 
take. 
 While earning her law degree at the university, she did receive 
some discouragement from a few African American naysayers who 
did not believe that she could graduate from the school. Not that 
they did not want her to succeed, but they had seen others make 
the attempt and were unable to complete the task. They had seen 
others take the state bar exam only to fail it. Murphy was not de-
terred as she had witnessed civil rights activists in Atlanta fight for 
her to have the opportunity and she was determined to succeed. 

She proved them wrong on both endeavors. She graduated from the 
law school and she passed the Texas State Bar exam.
 During and after her graduation from the University of Tex-
as Law School, Murphy was an activist and advocate for African 
American rights. Her protests for equal justice were not only aimed 
at current issues facing African Americans but she fought to ensure 
those that came before her were recognized as well. During one 
protest held at the university, she held a sign that read, “Put the 
black man in the history books”. She also protested at the univer-
sity’s football games, as there were no African American football 
players on the team.
 On one occasion, then U.S. Solicitor General Thurgood Mar-
shall, later U.S. Supreme Court Thurgood Marshall, was scheduled 
to visit Texas to meet with future President Lyndon B. Johnson. Hear-
ing of the scheduled meeting, Murphy wrote to Marshall asking him 
to pay a visit to the school to make a speech. Marshall replied that 
he would not have time for speech but did invite her to lunch. In 
the meeting, she told him of her displeasure, after twenty years of 
the passing of federal governments ending segregation, she was the 
only African American student at the law school. Something needed 
to be done.
 After receiving her law degree and passing the Texas State Bar, 
Murphy entered private practice. After working as a private practice 
attorney for eight years, she accepted a job as head of the Govern-
ment Department at Huston-Tillotson College in Austin. She taught 
at the school for five years. 
 In 1973, Murphy was appointed as a Judge on the City of Aus-
tin Municipal Court. With her appointment, she became the first 
African American woman to be appointed as a Judge in the state 
of Texas. She would sit on the Austin Municipal Court bench for 
twenty years.
 Judge Murphy became a founding member of the Austin Black 
Lawyers Association, the Travis County Women Lawyers Associa-
tion, and the Austin Urban League. She has served on the Mayor’s 
Task Force for the Homeless and the Task Force for Travis County 
Public Defenders. For two years, she served on the United States’ 
State Department Council on African Affairs. There she participated 
in a fact-finding Commission to South Africa. She also served on the 
Black Alumni Steering Committee of the Texas Executives and the 
National Alumnae Association of Spelman College. Judge Murphy 
was a charter member the Austin Urban League, the Black Lawyers 
Association, and the Travis County Women Lawyers Association. 
 Judge Murphy has been awarded countless awards and con-
gratulatory recognitions, far to many to list here. Amongst the many 
awards that she has been given during her lengthy career, one of the 
more coveted awards given to her, was given by the Austin branch 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple when the organization awarded her their very first Thurgood 
Marshall Legal Society Award presented at the University of Texas 
Law School and handed to her by students of the school. For her 
dedicated service, the National Bar Association also inducted Judge 
Murphy into their storied Hall of Fame. 
 Judge Murphy also received the inaugural Austin Black Law-
yers Association’s Legacy Award. She has been awarded the Ray-
mond Pace Alexander Award and the Gertrude E. Rush Award. 
Judge Murphy has also received the Yellow Rose of Texas Award 
and the International Hospitality Council of Austin Award. 

WILLIAM
“BILLY”
MURPHY, JR.

...was born in Baltimore, 
Maryland’s Cherry Hill 
neighborhood to William 
H. Murphy Sr., and Made-
line Wheeler Murphy. 
William, Sr., was one of 
the first African-American 
Judges to serve on Balti-

more’s District Court and Madeline was a staunch activist 
for human and civil rights. Taking after his mother, rom 
the beginning of his career, Murphy was especially active 
as an advocate in civil-rights-related cases.
 In 1965, he completed his B.S. degree  in electrical 
engineering at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
Following his father’s footsteps and choosing law, Murphy, 
Jr. enrolled into law school at the University of Maryland, 
where he earned his J.D. in 1969. While there, he was a 
member of the University of Maryland’s Law Review.
  He has practiced law for forty-two years, which en-
compassed three years as a Judge on the Circuit Court 
for Baltimore City, the highest level Maryland trial court. 
Judge Murphy has tried numerous high-profile criminal, 
civil cases, and class action cases including some of the 
most celebrated criminal and civil cases in the state of 
Maryland’s history.
 From the beginning of his career, Murphy was espe-
cially concerned about the civil rights of People. In his 
first successful case, he defended the First Amendment 
rights of a Black Panther Party newspaper thought to be 
to controversial to some people’s likings. That first trial 
gave Murphy a particular public prominence as a crimi-
nal defense lawyer and helped to draw public attention 
to the history of injustice toward African-Americans in 
Baltimore.
 In 1980, Murphy was elected to Baltimore’s Circuit 
Court, Maryland’s highest trial court, where he served as 
a Judge for two and a half years. In 1983, he resigned to 
challenge incumbent Mayor William Donald Schaefer in 
the primary election. Though unsuccessful, in his cam-
paign, he spoke of the “other Baltimore” which had been 
neglected by those that were focused on improving the 
city’s public image, leaving the “other Baltimore” without 
the investments or resources that could help solve the 
city’s long-term problems.

 After the defeat, Murphy returned to practicing law. 
In 1986, he partnered with longtime collaborator Richard 
Falcon and founded Murphy, Falcon & Murphy, a law firm 
in which he continues to serve as a Senior Partner. The 
practice focused on civil litigations. 
 In 1994, The Baltimore Sun described Murphy as 
having “a reputation for pushing client advocacy to its 
legal limits”. Murphy’s response was that his role was to 
help prevent the rules from being bent against unpopular 
people. In 2015, he served as attorney for the family of 
Freddie Gray, the man who died in police custody spur-
ring the Baltimore riots of the spring of 2015. Murphy had 
long been critical of the way in which law-enforcement 
practiced policing in African-American neighborhoods. 
Before the Gray incident, back in 1999, Murphy de-
nounced a “zero tolerance” as an approach to bad polic-
ing and advocated for police officers to carry “audiotape 
recorders” as a means of improving courtesy and making 
officers “less inclined to commit perjury.”
 Murphy’s ties to the State Attorney Marilyn Mosby, who 
filed the charges against the officers involved in the Gray 
case, became a source of controversy with the defense at-
torneys alleging  in a motion to dismiss the case, that those 
ties constituted a conflict of interest on her part. Murphy 
had donated to Mosby’s election campaign, had served as 
one of fourteen members of her transition team, and had 
represented her in an Attorney Grievance Commission pro-
ceeding, which the State’s Attorney’s office thought was 
without merit. The Fraternal Order of Police, the union that 
represents Baltimore police officers, also called for Mosby 
to recuse herself from the case. 
 In response, the prosecution asserted that none of the 
reasons alleged constituted a legal basis for charges to be 
dismissed as they were not. The prosecution also pointed 
out that Murphy’s $4,000 contribution to Mosby’s cam-
paign amounted to only 1.3 percent of her overall cam-
paign funds and was in par to a $3,250 donation by the 
Fraternal Order of Police to her campaign. Throughout the 
controversy, Murphy defended Mosby and asserted that 
there would be no conflict of interest.
 Murphy’s workload has earned him numerous honors, 
including recognition as the “Top Attorney in Maryland” 
by Baltimore Magazine Super Lawyers for both 2009 and 
2010 and garnered a listing among the American Trial 
Lawyers Association’s “100 Top Trial Lawyers in the U.S.” 
in 2011. In 2004, the University of Baltimore presented 
him with its inaugural Charles Hamilton Houston Award 
for Lifetime Achievement in Litigation.
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WILLIAM
H.
MURPHY, SR.

…was born was born 
on April 20, 1917 in 
Baltimore, Maryland to 
Grace Hughes Murphy 
and George B. Murphy 
Sr.. His mother’s fami-
ly owned a successful 
catering company and 
his father was a high 

school Principal. He also served as the Treasurer to the 
Afro-American Newspaper founded by his grandfather, 
John H. Murhpy, Sr..
 Murphy graduated from Baltimore’s Frederick Doug-
lass High School in 1935. He attended Oberlin College 
in Oberlin, Ohio where he received his undergraduate 
degree in Economics in 1939. He also studied classical 
music at the college. He returned to Maryland to earn 
his law degree enrolling into the University of Maryland 
School of Law located in his hometown of Baltimore. 
 Before completing his legal studies, he was drafted 
into the United States Army. He served in an Army intel-
ligence unit stationed in North Africa. By the time he left 
the Army, he had reached the rank of Second Lieutenant. 
He completed his tour of duty and returned to Baltimore 
to continue earning is law degree at the University of 
Maryland. He was the third African American student to 
attend the law school and was awarded his law degree 
in 1946. In 1947, Murphy was admitted to the Maryland 
bar. 
 After receiving his law degree from Maryland, he 
co-founded the law firm of Brown, Allen, Watts, Murphy 
& Russell. He opened offices in his Cherry Hill neighbor-
hood before moving the law firm to downtown Baltimore. 
When he opened his downtown offices, his firm became 
the first African American law firm to occupy space in 
downtown Baltimore. The firm was located in the One 
Charles Center building. As one of the few African Amer-
ican law firms in the city and the only one downtown 
having close proximity to the courthouse, the law firm 
grew quite rapidly.
 In of his earliest cases, the young Murphy represented 
his brother George B. Murphy Jr.. His brother was called 
before the U.S. House of Representatives’ Un-American 
Activities Committee. George was a labor organizer and a 

friend of activists and professional singer Paul Robeson at 
a time when the country sought out anyone thought had 
Communist or radical ideas. Murphy was able to quell 
any governmental attacks aimed at his brother, George.
 In 1970, Murphy, along with former Baltimore City 
State’s Attorney Milton B. Allen, took on the challenge 
of bringing changes to the city’s courthouse which was 
dominated by attorneys, white clerks, and white Judges. 
He ran for a seat on the Baltimore Municipal Court, now 
the District Court. He placed his name on an all black 
ticket. Allen ran for the City State’s Attorney’s office. A 
third African American, Paul L. Chester, ran for Court 
Clerk. All three won their respective slots.
 Judge Murphy was a man that did not mince words 
and spoke his mind. A loyal man to his friends and asso-
ciates, he took it upon himself to help and mentor young 
attorneys. He had a recall memory and was able to state 
facts and figures even if they were from an old case or 
thirty years old. His humor was contagious and wanted 
to share it with everyone, especially is children.
 Judge Murphy was especially interested in the suc-
cess of black businesses and their financial success. He 
studied the stock markets and called upon white broker-
age firms to hire African American brokers long before 
desegregation forced entry into the industry or it became 
fashionable. Murphy believed in the economic advance-
ment of the black community and aspired to make a dif-
ference and he did.
 In 1982, Judge Murphy retired from the bench. He 
then heard cases as a Special Assignment Judge filling in 
when the Court’s docket became overloaded or another 
Judge was unable to sit on the bench. For twelve years, 
Judge Murphy tried cases for the Baltimore Municipal 
Court, protecting the law and those that came before him.
 During his time on the bench, Judge Murphy served 
as Chairman of the Board of the old Provident Hospi-
tal and the Monumental City Bar Association. He did 
the same for the Ideal Savings and Loan Association. He 
was member of the National Judicial Conference of the 
National Bar Association and his church, the Cherry Hill 
Presbyterian Church. He was also a member of the Elks 
and his fraternity, the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity.
 William H. Murphy Sr. died on May 22, 2003. He 
was eighty-five years old.
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PAULINE “PAULI”
MURRAY

was born on November 20, 1910 
in Baltimore, Maryland to Agnes 
and William Murray. Her mother 
died when Anna was four years 
old from a cerebral hemorrhage. 
Her father, a graduate of Howard 
University in Washington, D.C. 
was a teacher. He later contract-
ed typhoid fever and was con-
fined to Crownsville State Hos-
pital in Crownsville, Maryland. 
Unfortunately, he was murdered 

by a guard while confined in 1923. She was thirteen years old and an 
orphan.
 She was sent to Durham, North Carolina to live with an aunt and her 
grandparents. Her aunt was an elementary school teacher and gave Mur-
ray a solid foundation for education. She graduated from Hillside High 
School in 1926 with a “Certificate of Distinction”, their version of an Hon-
or Roll.
 After graduating high school, Murray enrolled into Hunter College in 
New York City. She paid her tuition by working various Jobs. Unfortunately, 
after the Wall Street Crash of 1929, Murray was forced to abandon her 
studies. She took a job as a teacher working for the Works Projects Adminis-
tration (WPA), a national program began by then President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt in his “New Deal” campaign created to put American workers back 
to work. She also taught for New York City’s Remedial Reading Project. 
 To earn more income, she published articles and poems in various 
magazines. She wrote a novel, “Angel of the Desert”, that was published 
in the Carolina Times, a black newspaper in Durham, North  Carolina. The 
newspaper was later purchased by North Carolina Central University. She 
then became involved in the civil rights movement. 
 In 1938, Murray attempted to enroll in the all-white University of 
North Carolina. She received national attention when the National As-
sociation for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) came to her 
aid in her attempt. Unfortunately, her efforts were to no avail. It would be 
thirteen years before the university would admit its’ first black student, 
admitting Floyd McKissick in 1951.
 While making her attempt to enter N.C. State University and from 
her time working with the WPA, Murray developed a life-long friendship 
with Eleanor Roosevelt, the wife of President Roosevelt. She became a 
member of the Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR), a consortium of reli-
gious nonviolent organizations. To help end segregation on public trans-
portation in the South, Murray, in March of 1940, was arrested for refusing 
to sit at the back of a bus in Virginia. From that arrest, she became even 
more determined to fight for civil rights, hers and others.
 To better equip herself, in 1941, Murray enrolled into Howard Uni-
versity”s School of Law wanting to become a civil rights lawyer. While in 
law school, Murray joined forces with James Farmer, George Houser, and 
Bayard Rustin, to form the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE). Influenced 
by the teachings  of Henry David Thoreau and Mahatma Gandhi, they felt 
that advocating nonviolent civil disobedience was a way of obtaining civil 
rights in America for blacks.
 Heavily involved in civil rights issues, in 1943, Murray published 
two important essays, “Negroes Are Fed Up” and another about the Har-
lem, New York race riot of 1935. She also wrote her famous  poem on race 

relations, “Dark Testament” that same year. Silvermine Press of Norwalk, 
Connecticut published the poem in a collection of her work in 1970.
 After completing her law studies at Howard University in 1944, Mur-
ray wanting to continue her law education, chose Harvard University in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts as the school to attend. She was awarded the 
prestigious Rosenwald Fellowship, however, Harvard Law School declined 
to accept her because of her gender. To complete her education, she en-
rolled into the University of California’s Boalt School of Law where she 
earned her law degree. Her master’s thesis was  entitled, “The Right to 
Equal Opportunity in Employment”. Some say that the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission established on March 6, 1961 by President John 
F. Kennedy was a result of her works.
 Moving to New York City, Murray continued her support for  the 
growing civil rights movement. In 1951, she wrote the book, “States’ Laws 
on Race and Color”. The book became “The Bible” for civil rights lawyers 
of that time. Murray continued to write about the struggles with racial 
prejudice penning in 1956, “Proud Shoes: The Story of an American Fam-
ily”, a biography of her grandparents and growing up in Durham.
 Murray wanting to explore her African cultural roots, in 1960 traveled 
to Ghana, Africa. Upon her return, President John F. Kennedy appointed 
her to the Committee on Civil and Political Rights. Working closely with 
the likes of Philip Randolph, Bayard Rustin and Martin Luther King, she 
became critical of the dominating leadership of the men in the civil rights 
organizations. Murray was the first to criticize the sexism of the civil rights 
movement. In her speech “The Negro Woman and the Quest for Equality”, 
she took a hard stance against sexism, even in the black community. 
 In the 1963 civil rights “March on Washington”, she became exas-
perated with the fact that there were no women giving major speeches or 
a part of the delegation of leaders invited to the White House. She pointed 
out in a 1963 letter written to Randolph that she had: “been increasingly 
perturbed over the blatant disparity between the major role which Negro 
women have played and are playing in the crucial grass-roots levels of 
our struggle and the minor role of leadership they have been assigned in 
the national policy-making decisions.” She was heard and the men took 
notice. It was Murray that coined the term “Jane Crow,” which depicted 
Murray’s belief that Jim Crow laws also impacted African-American wom-
en in a negative way. She co-authored the landmark article “Jane Crow 
and the Law: Sex Discrimination and Title VII””
 In her 1971 brief of Reed v. Reed, a U.S. Supreme Court opinion 
that ruled that administrators of estates could not be named in a way 
that discriminated between sexes, U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg named Murray an honorary co-author. President John F. Kenne-
dy then appointed Murray to his Presidential Commission on the Status of 
Women. She wrote a memo for him entitled, “A Proposal to Reexamine 
the Applicability of the Fourteenth Amendment to State Laws and Practic-
es Which Discriminate on the Basis of Sex Per Se”, which argued that sex 
discrimination and racial discrimination were forbidden according to the 
Fourteenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution.
 To culminate her career, Murray became the first African American 
female Episcopal priest in August of 1963. As a priest, she continued her 
lifelong struggle for racial equality. Suffering from cancer, Murray died in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on July 1, 1985. Posthumously, her autobiogra-
phy, “Song in a Weary Throat: An American Pilgrimage” was published in 
1987 as a re-release entitled, “Pauli Murray: The Autobiography of a Black 
Activist, Feminist, Lawyer, Priest and Poet”. Author Anne Firor Scott wrote 
a book about Murray, “Pauli Murray & Caroline Ware: Forty Years of Letters 
in Black and White” and author Anthony Pinn published his book, “Pauli 
Murray: Selected Sermons and Writings” in her honor.
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DONALD 
GAINES
MURRAY, SR.

…was born on May 24, 
1914 in Baltimore, Mary-
land. He was the first Af-
rican American to be ad-
mitted to the University of 
Maryland School of Law 
in Baltimore, Maryland 
since 1890. In order to 

gain entry to the law school, he had to sue the University 
for admission. He was successful in his litigation and was 
admitted.
 Murray had obtained his undergraduate degree in 
1934 from Amherst College in Amherst, Massachusetts 
before making application to the University of Maryland 
Law School. On January 24, 1935, Murray applied for 
admission to the University Law School but his applica-
tion was rejected by the Admission’s Office because of his 
race. He appealed to the University’s Board of Regents 
but his appeal was also rejected. He then filed a lawsuit 
in a third attempt to be admitted to the law school.
 In his first attempt for admission, his application was 
denied by then University President Raymond A. Pearson 
who sent Murray a letter stating that the Maryland state 
law that had designated the Princess Anne Academy as 
the higher learning institution for Negroes. The President 
instructed Murray that according to the Maryland law, 
Morgan College in Baltimore was designated as a school 
that awarded partial scholarships to Negroes or he had 
the option of attending school outside of the state.
 Murray replied to President Pearson’s letter indicating 
that as a citizen of Maryland, he was qualified to become 
a student at Maryland’s Law School and that there existed 
no other school in the state that offers a law degree. He 
stated in his reply to the President that his refusal to admit 
him was unconstitutional and unjust. Murray appealed to 
the President to accept his application and enclosed a 
money order to cover the cost of his tuition. Pearson sent 
a second letter to Murray again denying his application 
suggesting that he look into nearby Washington, D.C.’s 
Howard University’s Law School that admitted Negroes 
to gain his law degree. Pearson returned Murray’s money 
order stating that Howard’s tuition was less than what he 
would have to pay at the University of Maryland’s Law 
School.

 Murray, with the assistance of the Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, which was headquartered in Baltimore, then 
filed a petition against the University. Although Murray 
was not a member of the fraternity, the organization hired 
attorney African American attorney Belford Lawson, Jr. 
to litigate the case. As the case progressed, by the time 
the case was ready to be heard by the Maryland Court, 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) had become involved. The organization’s 
Legal Defense and Educational Fund attorneys Thurgood 
Marshall, William I. Gosnell and Charles H. Houston 
were hired as Murray’s legal counsel. 
 The three legendary and esteemed lawyers brought 
suit, Murray v. Pearson, against University President Pear-
son and nine other University personnel. In the trial, Mar-
shall, as lead attorney, argued that, “since the State of 
Maryland had not provided a comparable law school for 
blacks that Murray should be allowed to attend the white 
university”. He was able to show the Court that the Uni-
versity’s organization’s policy of racial segregation was 
unconstitutional and Murray should be admitted. 
 The Maryland Court ruled in favor of Murray’s petition 
and issued a writ of mandamus, which ordered the Uni-
versity President to admit Murray to the Law School. The 
University appealed the ruling to the Maryland Court of 
Appeals, which upheld the lower Court’s decision. Mur-
ray was then admitted to the law school. Unfortunately, 
by that time he was not able to pay his tuition. Again, the 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity came to Murray’s rescue. They 
paid for his tuition and h is books for his entire stay at the 
law school.
 After completing his law studies and receiving his 
law degree from the University, Murray co-founded the 
law firm of Douglass, Perkins and Murray in Baltimore. 
He immediately took on a case aimed at integrating the 
University of Maryland’s graduate schools. The Universi-
ty, rather than litigate another case before the Maryland 
Courts, opened its’ undergraduate school to students of 
color.
 Murray became a member of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union and the Baltimore Urban League. Ironically, 
he did join a fraternity but not the Alpha Phi Alpha frater-
nity that had come to his rescue. He instead joined the 
Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity.
 Donald Gaines Murray, Sr. died on April 7, 1986. He 
was seventy-one years old.

JOHN
MYERS

…was born in the early 
1800s. His father, A.G. 
Myers, was a white man. 
His mother, Harriett 
Cosmay was an African 
Creek Freedwoman and 
a member of the Mus-
cogee Creek Tribe of 

Georgia, Alabama, and Oklahoma. During the late 1700s 
and the early 1800s, the United States instituted the Indi-
an Removal Act, which relocated Native American Tribes 
from the Southeastern parts of the country to Indian Ter-
ritory in Oklahoma.
 Many escaped slaves and others that had purchased 
their freedom made their way to Indian Territory. Most 
Native American Tribes owned slaves, as did their white 
counterparts and so did the Muscogee Creek Tribe. Once 
in Oklahoma, many blacks and other outsiders were ad-
opted into the Tribe and were treated as equals. Some 
even married Creek Tribal members while others were 
welcomed into leadership roles. Myers was one of those 
chosen to assist in leading the Tribe.
 Myers was a slave of Muscogee Creek Chief Ispar-
hecher and served as one of the Chief’s personal inter-
preters. During the Indian Wars and through the Civil 
War, Myers assisted in the interpretations of many of the 
treaties that were signed between the United States Gov-
ernment and the Muscogee Creek Tribe. The Creeks and 
their loyal black members sided with Union soldiers.
 In 1861, there became a split within the Creek Na-
tion as the Southern members (Lower Creeks) in Oklaho-
ma and Alabama sided with the Confederacy while the 
Northern Creeks (Upper Creeks) believed in freedom for 
all and sided with the North. In their differences, the Up-
per Creeks wanted to succeed from the Tribe to form a 
separate Nation. Fighting erupted and the Lower Creeks 
forced some of Chief Isparhecher’s Upper Creek faction, 
along with their free and adopted slaves to flee to Kansas 
and Comanche territory.
 By 1863, many though the Civil War was ending and 
negotiations began to settle northern and southern dif-
ferences. Isparhecher and his group of freed slaves hav-
ing joined forces with the Union soldiers to fight against 
the Lower Creeks and the Confederate Army returned to 

Oklahoma with the escort of Union soldiers. Believing 
the war was over, the federal government called mem-
bers of the Tribes together to formulate Indian Councils 
charging them with governing the Tribes tribal lands and 
to oversee their sovereign citizens. Myers was one of the 
black Creek interpreters to translate the agreements be-
tween the English speaking negotiators and the Creek 
Chief Isparhecher. 
 At that time, there were no lawyers in the legal sense 
and qualifications practicing law in the country. Myers 
and his fellow interpreters became the legal represen-
tatives for the Tribe. They negotiated for the Chief and 
advised him during his negotiations with the federal gov-
ernment.
 Myers, as did the other interpreters, spoke several In-
dian languages and assisted the Chief in finalizing the 
1963 and the 1965 Creek Treaty between the tribe and 
the federal government. At the final signing of the Treaty 
gathering of all of the Chiefs of the Five Civilized Tribes, a 
name given to the tribes that signed the final treaty at Ft. 
Smith, Arkansas in 1965. Present were Chiefs represent-
ing the Cherokee Tribe, the Choctaw Tribe, the Chicka-
saw Tribe, the Seminole Tribe, and the Creek Tribe. The 
Musogee Creek Tribe was the only Tribe that had black 
representative present in a leadership and an official role. 
Myers, Sugar George, and Cow Tom lead the Chief’s del-
egation to the historic signing that officially ended the 
Civil War.
 After the Civil War ended, Myers became a member 
of the Creek Lighthorseman, the Creek’s police force. He 
served as a Lighthorseman for eight years. He married 
Hagar Lewis, a Creek Freedwoman, as was his mother. 
Together, they had four children. 
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JAMES
MADISON
NABRIT, JR.

...was born on Septem-
ber 7, 1900 in Atlanta, 
Georgia to Gertrude Au-
gusta West and James 
Nabrit, Sr.. His father 
was a baker and a Bap-
tist minister. He graduat-
ed from Morehouse Col-
lege in Atlanta, Georgia 
in 1923. In 1927, he re-

ceived his Doctorate in Law from Northwestern Universi-
ty in Chicago, Illinois. He then moved to Houston, Texas 
to begin his legal career.
 In Houston, Nabrit, Jr. opened his own private prac-
tice. Over the next six years, he would build a very suc-
cessful practice. While practicing law, he also taught law 
classes in Arkansas and Louisiana. 
 In 1936, he moved to Washington, D.C., where he 
became a member of Howard University’s law school 
Faculty. There he established the first civil rights course 
for a U.S. law school. As a faculty member, Nabrit taught 
his students while at the same time working of several 
significant civil rights cases.
 One such case was the 1939 case, Lane v. Wilson. In 
this United States Supreme Court case, the State of Okla-
homa had instituted a twelve hour window for citizens 
to register that wanted to vote in the general elections. 
Nabrit represented Lane, an African American banned 
from voting under Oklahoma’s Rules and had brought 
suit against the state seeking $5,000 in damages. The Su-
preme Court ruled that Oklahoma’s  twelve hour regis-
tration period of discriminatory to blacks in nature and 
intolerable to the Fifteenth Amendment.
 In one of his most important cases, Nabrit, Jr., along 
with George E.C. Hayes, represented a group of parents 
that were fed up with the overcrowding of one of Wash-
ington, D.C.’s public schools designated for black stu-
dents. In 1952, Nabrit, Jr. and his team sued the D.C. 
Board of Education, Bolling v. Sharpe, which became one 
of the four cases that was the foundation for the landmark 
Brown v. Board of Education case. Losing in the District 
of Colombia Federal District Court, they were later suc-
cessful in their attempts, in 1954, when the higher court 
ruled that segregated schools were unconstitutional.
 In 1953, Nabrit, Jr. interceded in the Terry v. Adams 
case. Arguing successfully, the case centered on the rights 

of African Americans to vote in Texas primary elections. 
During these times, Nabrit, Jr. was able to team with some 
of the most prominent African American legal minds pur-
suing the rights of blacks to be a just part of the American 
Society. He became colleagues with noted lawyers such 
as Charles Hamilton Houston, Thurgood Marshall, and of 
course, George E. C. Hayes.
  In 1958, Nabrit, Jr., with the coaxing of his good 
friend and colleague, George E.C. Hayes became the Vice 
Dean of the Howard University’s Law School. Hayes had 
been appointed Dean of the law School. Two years later, 
Nabrit, Jr., would become the President of the university, 
serving from 1960 to 1965.
 President Lyndon B. Johnson, in 1966, appointed 
Nabrit, Jr. as U.S. Deputy Ambassador to the United 
Nations. He was the first African American to ever hold 
this position. After serving for one year, he returned to 
Howard’s Law School. Arriving, he found a campus ripe 
with student protests. Eighteen students and five faculty 
members had been expelled from the university for their 
disruptive protests. Students and some alumni were not 
happy with how Nabrit, Jr. handled their concerns so the 
demonstrations increased. Amidst the turmoil, the Amer-
ican Association of University Professors professed their 
displasures with the situation and Nabrit, Jr., in 1969, re-
signed as President of Howard  University School of Law.
 Nabrit became ill from an infection and was under 
home care at his northwest Washington, D.C. Residence. 
Rushed to Walter Reed Army Medical Center, on Decem-
ber 27, 1997, James Madison Nabrit Jr. died at the age of 
ninety-seven years old in Washington, D.C., a city that he 
had taught in and called home for sixty-one years.

JAMES
MADISON
NABRIT, III

...was born on June 
11, 1932 in Houston. 
His family relocated 
to Washington, D.C. 
where he attended all 
Black public segregat-
ed schools through the 
tenth grade. Leaving 

Washington’s Dunbar High School, he transferred to the 
Mount Hermon School, located in Mount Hermon, Mas-
sachusetts. Nabrit matriculated to Bates College in Lew-
iston, Maine, completing his studies in 1952. For his law 
school studies, he enrolled into  Yale University in New 
Haven, Connecticut graduating in 1955.
 Nabrit’s father was the President of Howard Universi-
ty in Washington, D.C. from 1960 to 1969 and again from 
1965 to 1967. His father also served as United States Am-
bassador to the United Nations. Nabrit’s grandfather was 
also a lawyer.
 After obtaining his law degree, Nabrit accepted a 
position with the Washington, D.C. based aw firm of 
Reeves, Robinson & Duncan. After practicing privately 
for a period of time, he was called to military duty. After 
serving two years, he was released honorably.
 A position was available at the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People’s (NAACP) Legal 
Defense Fund’s (LDF) in New York City offices. Working 
for the LDF was more in line with Nabrit’s desired focus. 
Having grown up with the President of Howard Univer-
sity as your father, he was constantly surrounded by civil 
rights issues and the best attorneys that were litigators 
them seeking equal justice. His father worked hand in 
hand with Thurgood Marshall on the 1954 U.S. Supreme 
Court landmark ruling in Brown v. Board of Education 
decision. That decision ended segregation in education 
in the United States.
 In LDFs’ small New York offices, Nabrit joined El-
wood Chisholm, Constance Baker Motley,  Jack Green-
berg, and Thurgood Marshall, who together began to fo-
cus on ending school segregation in the U.S.. It wasn’t 
long, before Nabrit was named LDF’s Deputy Director 
Counsel. He held that position until he retired in 1989. 
In retirement, he served as Board member and Corporate 
Secretary.

 Working to end segregation in public schools in the 
1960s Deep South was life threatening. Nabrit and his 
colleagues took on education cases from four states, 
combining them into one case that became the ultimate 
Brown v. Board of Education case. There were many 
nights, while traveling in the South, where someone 
would have to watch, with gun in hand, while the others 
slept.
 During Nabrits’ time at the LDF, the organization 
became the defender and torch bearer for the majority 
of the cases that involved civil rights. Nabrit represented 
students arrested during the Civil Rights Movement sit-
ins at white lunch counters. He and his team performed 
many pro bono cases.
 In 1961, Nabrit wrote briefs for several cases related 
to lunch counter sit-ins in Louisiana. Peaceful protesters 
were being arrested by police. The LDF took on three cas-
es related to the sit-ins, Garner v. Louisiana, Hoston v. 
Louisiana and Briscoe v. Louisiana. He won the cases. The 
wins ultimately were the foundation for the passage of 
the 1964 Civil Rights Act.
 For the planed 1963 civil rights Selma to Montgom-
ery, Alabama right to vote march, Martin Luther King, Jr’s 
camp had received a court injunction to halt the march. 
Overnight, Nabrit and other members of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference wrote write a detailed 
report to the sitting judge, outlining each step of the 
march. In a 1973 Denver case involving school segre-
gation, Nabrit again before the U.S. Supreme Court in 
Nabrit and Gordon G. Greiner. 
 Nabrit and the LDF gave much time and effort to-
wards the unfair death sentences given to both Black and 
white death row inmates. He is credited with saving  five 
defendants from execution. A brilliant strategist, a not-
ed legal author and an advocate for civil rights, Nabrit 
argued twelve cases before the U.S. Supreme Court win-
ning nine.
 On March 22, 2013, James Madison Nabrit, III died 
at the age of eighty in Bethesda, Maryland.
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JAMES
CARROLL
NAPIER

… was born on June 9, 
1845 in Davidson Coun-
ty, Tennessee near Nash-
ville to Jane Elizabeth 
Napier (née Watkins) 
and William Carroll Na-
pier. Both his parents 
were slaves. His father, 
white master Dr. Elias 

Napier had impregnated one of his slaves, Judy, and Dr. 
Napier granted the family their freedom in 1848. 
 When Napier was old enough to attend school, he 
was sent to a private school for free blacks in Nashville, 
Tennessee to begin his education. The school was forced 
to close by angry whites in 1856 so Napier moved his 
family, including Judy, William and their children to 
Ohio. There, Napier completed his high school studies 
and enrolled into Wilberforce College in Wilberforce, 
Ohio. He later transferred to Oberlin College, in Oberlin, 
Ohio. Oberlin was the first higher learning institution es-
tablished in the United States that accepted black, female 
and white students.
 In 1867, Napier left Oberlin without graduating. He 
returned to Tennessee and landed a job as the Commis-
sioner of Refugees and Abandoned Lands in Davidson 
County. After serving as the Commissioner for one year, 
he moved to Washington, D.C. to accept a job as a State 
Department Clerk. Napier became the first African Amer-
ican to serve as a clerk in the State Department.
 To complete his education, Napier enrolled into 
Washington, D.C.’s Howard University. He would com-
plete his undergraduate studies and then enroll into the 
University’s Law School where he received his degree in 
1871. He then married his fiancé, Nettie Langston, the 
daughter of John Mercer Langston, the first Dean of the 
Howard University Law School.
 Napier and his new bride left Washington, moving to 
Nashville. In Nashville, the two soon became a part of the 
city’s more influential African American residents. Napier 
became involved in the city’s politics and was elected 
to serve on the Nashville City Council. He then became 
the President of the Council, the first African American to 
serve as Council President.
 As President of the Council, Napier was instrumen-
tal in the hiring of more African American teachers for 

black public schools. He organized the Black Fire-engine 
Company to ensure African Americans employment in 
the city’s fire department. He joined the Republican Par-
ty and was then appointed to the Tennessee Republican 
Executive Committee. He remained on the Committee for 
thirty-five years.
 In 1911, then President William Taft appointed Na-
pier as the Register of the Treasury in Washington, D.C.. 
He served as Register for two years before resigning in 
protest over a Department of Treasury order that required 
separate restrooms for black and white employees. He 
returned once again to Nashville.
 Back in Nashville, Napier entered private practice. 
In 1904, he founded the One Cent Savings Bank, later 
renamed the Citizen’s Savings Bank and Trust Company, 
which still is in operation today. As he helped Nashville 
residents with their financial needs and for his assistance 
in business matters in the city, he was selected to lead, 
as President, the National Negro Business League. He 
also was instrumental in organizing the “Negro Streetcar 
Strike” that year.
 In 1958, the Nashville Christian Leadership Council 
was formed and Napier became a member of the organi-
zation. The Council would become a pivotal part of dis-
mantling racial segregation in the city. He then became 
the President of the Nashville Negro Board of Trade, now 
the Nashville Black Chamber of Commerce.
 As he continued to serve Nashville citizens, Napier 
assisted in the founding of the Tennessee Agricultural and 
Industrial State College, now Tennessee State University. 
He also served on the Board of Directors to Nashville’s 
Fisk University, and his alma mater, Howard University. 
In addition, Napier became the first African American to 
sit on the Board of the Nashville Housing Authority. For 
his fraternity, the Sigma Pi Phi, along with Josiah T. Settle, 
Napier established the Memphis chapter of the fraternity. 
 James Carroll Napier died on April 21, 1940. He was 
ninety-four years old. In death, Napier was given an hon-
orary Doctor of Laws degree from Fisk University and The 
Historical Commission of Metropolitan Nashville and 
Davidson County erected a historical marker to honor his 
lifelong accomplishments. 

EARL
LANGDON
NEAL

…was born in Chica-
go, Illinois on April 16, 
1928. He earned his un-
dergraduate degree from 
the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign 
in 1949 and his law de-
gree from the University 

of Michigan Law School in Ann Arbor, Michigan in 1952. 
He began his legal career working in the law offices of 
his father, Earl James Neal. The older Neal served as an 
Associate Judge in Cook County, Illinois.
 After obtaining his law degree, Neal enlisted into the 
United States Army to fulfill his military duties. Returning 
from the Army in 1955, he joined his father’s Chicago 
law firm. In one of the first cases assigned to the younger 
Neal, he and his father had to make the almost three hour 
commute between Chicago and Lincoln, Illinois, the 
place of the trial, as no hotels in Lincoln allowed blacks 
to stay in their hotels.
 In 1960, Neal was appointed by then Mayor Richard 
J. Daley as Special Assistant Corporation Counsel to the 
City of Chicago. He also served as trial lawyer for the 
Land Acquisition Division and the Land Clearance Com-
mittee. In his new positions, Neal worked closely with 
the Bureau of Engineering to begin searching for land and 
to establish processes to grow the city’s public facilities 
and orchestrate its’ growth. In his role as Assistant Cor-
poration Counsel, he is credited with the acquisition of 
land to build the Dan Ryan Expressway, the Deep Tunnel 
Project and the redevelopment of the Near South Sides. 
The land where the University of Illinois-Chicago campus 
now sits was acquired under the leadership of Neal.
 Neal, as Special Assistant Corporation Counsel ac-
quired the land that hosts Comiskey Park, now U.S. Cel-
lular Field and the land where the United Center sits. He 
is credited with helping both the Midway Airport and the 
O’Hare International Airport expand their land territory 
and due largely to the cities land acquisitions, the Central 
Loop business district was developed. Chicago’s Soldier 
Field, Stroger Hospital, and the McCormick Place Con-
vention Center all owe their current existence to Neal 
and his performance as Special Assistant Corporation 
Counsel.

 In 1962, Neal’s father was appointed to a Judgeship 
and he took over as principal to his father’s law firm. He 
ran his father’s firm for six years before breaking off in 
1968 to form his own firm, Earl L. Neal and Associates. 
His firm handled trial cases for the City of Chicago and 
other city and public agencies.
 In 1980, he Illinois elected to the Democratic Nation-
al Committee. Two years later, he was named as President 
of the Chicago Metropolitan Housing Development Cor-
poration by then Mayor Jane Byrne. He was later named 
as a member of the Chicago Housing Authority Board. 
Several years later, Neal would be named to the task force 
assigned to restructure the city’s minority set-aside con-
struction programs.
 In 1975, Neal was named as President of the Uni-
versity of Illinois’s Board of Trustees. He became the first 
African American to be named as President of the Trustee 
Board not only at the University of Illinois but of any oth-
er Trustee Board in the United States. He would serve on 
the Board for twelve years. Sitting on the Board, Neal was 
pivotal in increasing minority medical school recruitment 
and improved health services to Chicago’s communities. 
 In 1995, then Mayor Richard M. Daley named Neal 
as the Chair of the Chicago/Gary Regional Airport Au-
thority. As Chair, Neal lead efforts to grow aviation trans-
port at and through Chicago’s airports. He brought eco-
nomic growth to the city’ airports, it’s employees, and the 
city contractors and vendors that serviced the airports. 
Neal also worked to ensure that the job quotas set for the 
Chicago Police Department was achieved.
 A learned and skilled writer, Neal authored several 
articles published for the Illinois Institute of Continuing 
Education and the International Academy of Trial Law-
yers. He was a wonderful communicator, and his lead-
ership skills were administered without becoming visi-
bly angry or showing a scowl to those that he disagreed 
with. Neal gave input to every Chicago Mayor for over 
fifty-years.
 Neal has been awarded many honors and citations 
during his legal career including the Defender of Justice 
Award, the Justice John Paul Stevens Award, and the Rob-
ert S. Abbott Memorial Award. In return, Neal has ser-
viced his community serving as a member of the Chicago 
Urban League and the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People. For the Teachers Academy 
for Mathematics and Science, he served as Co-Chairman. 
 Earl Langdon Neal died of cancer on February 13, 
2005. He was seventy-seven years old.
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ADRIENNE
NELSON

…was born in Kansas 
City, Missouri although 
she was raised in Arkan-
sas by her single mother. 
When Nelson was an in-
fant, her father was killed 
in an accident caused by 
a drunk driver. Her moth-
er supported the family as 
a schoolteacher. Pushed 

by her mother to excel, Nelson and her brother early on 
knew that higher education would be a part of their futures. 
 In high school, Nelson was a member of the Arkansas 
Governor’s gifted and talented program and the federal gov-
ernment’s Close Up program. She achieved the highest grade 
point average of her 1985 high school graduating class and as 
the top senior achiever she was pegged to be the class Vale-
dictorian. Unfortunately, she received her first full blast of rac-
ism, when school administrators gave the title to the first-run-
ner up, a white student. Her mother hired a local attorney 
who sued the school over its’ decision to bypass her daughter.
 The outcome and settlement in the case was that the 
Principal of the high school resigned and Nelson was giv-
en her rightful title of Valedictorian. Although she took her 
stand at the high school podium and delivered her speech, 
the episode left a mark and scar on her heart and psyche. The 
positive of the situation is that, Nelson was the first African 
American student to become Valedictorian since integration. 
Another positive is that she gained more determination to 
succeed despite any obstacle that she may face. That lesson 
would play a big part in her overall success years later as a 
practicing attorney.
 After graduating from high school, Nelson enrolled 
into the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. She earned 
her undergraduate degree in English and Criminal Justice, 
graduating summa cum laude. To obtain her law degree, she 
attended the University of Texas at Austin. 
 In 1993, Nelson completed her law degree require-
ments, left Texas moving to Portland, Oregon where her 
mother had relocated. She obtained her first legal job as a 
contract and compliance analyst with the Standard Insur-
ance Company. After two years working with Standard, she 
went to work at Portland’s Metro Public Defender’s Office.
 She left the Public Defender’s Office after two and a half 
years to join the private practice law firm of Bennett, Hart-
man, Morris & Kaplan. There she handled cases that dealt 
with family and labor law. After several years, Nelson then 
took a job as the Senior Attorney in Student Legal and Medi-
ation Services at Portland State University.
 In 2006, Nelson was appointed by then Oregon Gov-
ernor Kulongoski to fill the vacancy left by departing Judge 
Sidney Galton on Multnomah County Circuit Bench. She 

became the second African American woman to serve as a 
Judge in the state of Oregon. In sitting on the bench, the 
majority of her cases involved criminal trials, both misde-
meanors and felony cases. As a Judge, she was cognizant of 
the fact that some jurors saw their civic jury duty as an honor 
while others saw it as a burden. She understood that both se-
lected jurors had biased feelings of why they were chosen as 
jurors and the duty they had to protect the truth and decide 
innocence or guilt accordingly.
 Nelson has served for six terms being elected to a state-
wide seat in the American Bar Association (ABA) House of 
Delegates. She has also served as a member of the ABA’s 
Commission on Disability Rights, served as a member of 
the ABA’s Law Practice Management Magazine Board, and 
served on its’ Gavel Awards Standing Committee. In addi-
tion, Nelson has served as the Chair of Lewis and Clark Col-
lege’s Roosevelt Robinson Scholarship Committee operating 
at the Northwestern School of Law and has served as the 
President of the Oregon Law Foundation’s Board of Direc-
tors for the Oregon State Bar Association.
 Nelson has served as the President of the Queen’s 
Bench, which is the Portland chapter of the Oregon Women 
Lawyers Association (OWLs). She became the first African 
American woman to lead the association. She has served as 
the former President of the Multnomah Bar Foundation and 
also sat on the Multnomah Bar Association Court Liaison 
Committee. She has been a member of the Convocation on 
Equality Steering Committee and has served on the Oregon 
State Bar’s Affirmative Action Committee. Nelson has also 
served as a member of the Owen M. Panner Inn of Court, 
the Oregon Minority Lawyers Association, and the Oregon 
chapter of the National Bar Association.
 Nelson has been honored for her service to the legal 
community by organizations including the Greater Oregon 
Chapter March of Dimes, The Northwestern School of Law, 
and Lewis and Clark College. The National Organization of 
Black Law Enforcement Executives presented Nelson with 
its’ Equal Justice for All Award and the Oregon State Bar pre-
sented her with its’ President’s Public Service Award. She 
was named by the Northwest Women’s Journal as one of the 
100 Most Powerful Women in Oregon and the OWLs gave 
Nelson its’ Judge Mercedes Deiz Award. The Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority presented her with their “Woman of Excel-
lence Award” for her leadership and service to the African 
American community.
 Nelson is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and has served 
as a member of the Advisory Board of the Girl Scouts Be-
yond Bars Committee. She served the Advisory Board of the 
African American Mental Health Commission and was a for-
mer member of the Multnomah County Policy Panel on Early 
Childhood Trauma. She has given of her time to the Black 
United Fund of Oregon, the Columbia-Willamette YWCA, 
and the Rosemary Anderson/ POIC Board of Directors. 

GEORGE
B.
NESBITT

…was born in 1912 in 
Champaign, Illinois. He 
was the second oldest to 
five brothers. His moth-
er worked as a cook 
while his father worked 
as a janitor. The family 
lived by meager means, 

as the Great Depression affected many citizens through-
out the country.
 After graduating from high school in Champaign, 
Nesbitt enrolled into the University of Illinois in Cham-
paign. He would earn undergraduate degree from the 
University in 1938. He remained at the school to study 
for his law degree, attending the University’s Law School. 
 While a student at the University, he filed several 
lawsuits against the school in efforts to integrate the Uni-
versity’s student facilities. It was at the University that he 
began his advocacy of civil rights for the poor, minorities 
and common working class people. A very controversial 
student, Nesbitt brought several suits against the Univer-
sity to force the University to make school more accom-
modating to the needs of the African American students.
 In one such suit filed by Nesbitt, he is credited with 
forcing school administrators to integrate common school 
areas where students gathered including the area they 
met for snacks and coffee. By the time of his graduation, 
the Dean of the Law School was hesitant to award Nesbitt 
his degree due to the various lawsuits that he had brought 
against the University. In fact, the Dean vowed to nev-
er award Nesbitt his degree. A group of five local clergy 
came to the defense of Nesbitt, and after some persua-
sion, the Dean of the Law School relented and awarded 
Nesbitt his law degree.  
 The religious leaders that stood up for Nesbitt are 
credited with instilling in him a greater sense of com-
munity involvement and giving assistance to those that 
stood up for the rights of others, as he had done back at 
the University of Illinois for other students. He invested of 
himself in that regard to the community he chose to ser-
vice. For the disenfranchised, Nesbitt felt a responsibility 
to help in any way he could, as others had paved the way 
for him and had helped him to obtain his law degree. 

 Nesbitt served in the military during World War II. 
He was stationed in Texas where he witnessed the dis-
parity and unfair treatment of black soldiers as opposed 
the treatment given to white soldiers. He wrote letters to 
the National Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP) about his concerns with hopes that 
the organization would address the issues and file suit 
against the military as he had done against the University 
of Illinois for their mistreatment and unfair treatment of 
their African American students.
 After being discharged from the military at the rank 
of Captain, Nesbitt took a job as a Deputy Assistant to 
the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development in 
President John Kennedy’s Administration. In his role in 
the administration, Nesbitt worked to make public hous-
ing more accessible to African Americans and other mi-
norities. He focused on improved housing facilities in 
neighborhoods that blacks and other minorities had been 
excluded from renting in or owning due to the color or 
minority status.
 Nesbitt continued his education by enrolling into 
Washington’ D.C’s Howard University where he received 
a Master’s degree in Public Administration. He was able 
to use his added educational skills to better serve those in 
need of public housing throughout the United States. His 
care and concerns for better living conditions of the poor 
of all races gave way to better federal housing communi-
ties to be built across the country.
 George B. Nesbitt died of pneumonia on March 15, 
2002 while being transported from his home to an Evan-
ston, Illinois hospital. He was ninety years old.

Photo Not 
Available
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THEODORE
R.
NEWMAN, JR.

…was born on July 5, 
1934 in Birmingham, Al-
abama. He spent some 
time being raised in Tus-
kegee, Alabama before 
the family relocated to 
Mount Hermon, Mas-
sachusetts where he at-

tended high school graduating in 1951. After graduating, 
he enrolled into Brown University in Providence, Rhode 
Island where he received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1955 in Philosophy. He obtained his law degree in Con-
stitutional Law and Jurisprudence from Harvard Univer-
sity’s Law School in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 1958.
 He then enlisted into the United States Air Force 
to fulfill his military duties. He was stationed in France 
where he served as a Judge Advocate for three years. Re-
turning to the states, Newman took a job working for the 
law firm of Houston, Bryant & Gardner in Washington, 
D.C. as an Associate Attorney. 
 After spending time in Houston, Bryant & Gardner’s 
office, Newman joined the law firm of Pratt, Bowers & 
Newman, also located in Washington, D.C. where he 
spent eight years. He then accepted a job with the De-
partment of Justice (DOJ) in its’ Civil Rights Division. He 
left the DOJ when he was appointed to the D.C. Superior 
Court. 
 In 1970, Newman was named as an Associate Judge 
to the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. The 
D. C. Court handles general trial cases for Washington, 
D.C. where Newman served on the bench for six years. In 
1976, then President Gerald R. Ford appointed as Chief 
Judge of the Court of Appeals. He served as Chief Judge 
for three years. 
 Newman became a member of the Board of Trustees 
to his alma mater, Brown University in 1979. The follow-
ing year, for his service to the University, he was awarded 
an Honorary Doctorate of Laws degree while still serving 
the Court of Appeals. Judge Newman was named a Court 
of Appeals Associate Judge and remained an Associate un-
til 1991 when he retired. He then assumed senior status.
 Judge Newman has served as a Fellow to the Amer-
ican Bar Foundation of the American Bar Association 
and as President of the National Center for State Courts. 
He also Chairman of the Judicial Council of the Nation-
al Bar Association (NBA). For his dedicated service and 
outstanding service to the bar association, NBA award-

ed Newman its’ highest honor, the C. Francis Stradford 
Award. The Board of the Judicial Council bestowed upon 
Newman their highest award, the William H. Hastie 
Award.
 Newman has served as an Adjunct Professor at Wash-
ington, D.C.’s Howard University Law School and the 
Georgetown Law Center. He has been called upon to give 
lectures at Harvard Law School as well. In addition, he 
has lectured in the U.S. Virgin Islands and several coun-
tries in Africa.

ODAS
NICHOLSON

…was born on March 
25, 1924 in Pickens, 
Mississippi to Temple 
Johnson Nicholson and 
George Nicholson. She 
was the seventh child 
of the couple. When 
she was thirteen years 
old, the family moved to 
Chicago, Illinois.

 Nicholson graduated from high schools in Chicago’s 
John Marshall High School before entering Wilson Junior 
College, now Kennedy-King College. She then enrolled 
into Chicago’s DePaul University where she received 
her Bachelor of Philosophy degree. She remained at De-
Paul and obtained her J.D. degree from the schools law 
school. She became the first African American woman to 
graduate from the DePaul University School of Law.
 After passing the Illinois State Bar exam, Nicholson 
began her private practice career in Chicago. As an at-
torney, she represented several large clients including 
serving as legal counsel to the Supreme Life Insurance 
Company. She also served as Chief Legal Officer for the 
U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) 
serving Chicago and Kansas City. Nicholson litigated cas-
es in the courts of Chicago for many years before being 
elected as a Cook County Circuit Court Judge. 
 Once elected to the bench, she became the first Afri-
can American woman to be assigned to the Law Division. 
She also was the first woman assigned to the Motions 
Section. In addition, Judge Nicholson was the first African 
American woman to be given her own calendar. 
 In 1970, Judge Nicholson served as a Delegate to the 
Sixth Illinois Constitutional Convention. She was elected 
to serve as the Secretary of the Convention by the attend-
ing delegates. Several years later, in 1977, she served as a 
Fellow in the National Endowment for Humanities’ “Law 
& Justice in American Society” at Harvard University in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts.
 In 1980, the Supreme Court of Illinois appointed 
Judge Nicholson as a Judge of the Circuit Court of Cook 
County. In 1982, in the general election, she won a full 
term to the Circuit Court. She served as a Judge on the 
Court for fourteen years. In 1994, Judge Nicholson retired 
from the bench. 

 During her time on the bench, Judge Nicholson 
served as President of the Women’s Bar Association of 
Illinois. She was the first African American woman to be 
named as the association’s President. She was also the 
first woman assigned an individual calendar. 
 In 2000, Nicholson became a chartering member of 
the Phi Kappa Omega Chapter of the Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority. She was also a member of the American 
Bar Association, the National Bar Association of Wom-
en Judges, and the Illinois State Bar Association. She was 
also a member of the Cook County Bar Association and 
the Women’s Bar Association of Illinois serving as a past 
President. She served on the Board of Managers of the 
Chicago Bar Association and the Board of Directors of the 
Chicago Bar Foundation.
 Judge Odas Nicholson died March 10, 2012 of Alze-
himer’s disease. She was eighty-eight years old. 
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ROBERT 
NELSON
CORNELIUS

         NIX, JR.

...was born on July 13, 
1928 in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania to Ethel La-
nier Nix and Robert N. 
C. Nix Sr.. An only child, 
Nix, Jr. grew up grew sur-
rounded by the law and 
lawyers. His father was 

Pennsylvania’s first black Congressman serving twenty-two 
years in Washington. His grandfather, Nelson Cornelius Nix, 
was born into slavery but rose to become a minister and a 
Dean of South Carolina State College at Orangeburg.
 Nix, Jr. graduated with highest honors from Central High 
School in Philadelphia. He matriculated to Villanova Uni-
versity, also in Philadelphia, where he majored in Philoso-
phy. He became valedictorian He graduated, in 1952, at the 
top of his class as Valedictorian with an A.B. degree.
 After graduation, Nix served in the U.S. from1953 to  
1955. After his military duties were complete, he returned to 
Philadelphia and enrolled into the University of Pennsylvania 
where in 1955, he earned his J.D. degree. He then attended 
Temple University’s graduate school, also in Philadelphia, 
where he studied Business Administration and Economics.
 With degrees in hand, Nix entered the workforce. He 
took the job of Pennsylvania’s Deputy Attorney General for 
two years before joining his father’s law firm, Nix, Rhodes 
and Nix. As a partner, he became a civil rights advocate. 
 For the next several years with the firm, he represent-
ed a community citizens’ group, United Neighbors. They 
advocated city improvements in their community in west 
Philadelphia. In that role, the Mayor asked him to sit on an 
advisory committee for civil rights. He focused his attention 
on racial discrimination in the city government’s hiring prac-
tices, and attacked slumlords in their housing and rentals to 
blacks in the city.
 In 1966, Nix, in a political case ripe with racial over-
tones, defended Philadelphia Magistrate Earl Lane. Accused 
of charging people accused of crimes $2 to $20 fees for 
signed copies of their police charges, Lane, a former Pull-
man porter and Democratic committeeman, felt he had been 
unfairly singled out for prosecution on those charges. The 
process for obtaining the reports were supposed to be free 
or, if bail was set, the report cost a dollar. Nix took on the 
case arguing for a change of venue and stating that other 
magistrates faced with similar crimes were not brought to tri-

al. Although nineteen other magistrates had committed the 
same “crime”, none had not been charged. Unfortunately, 
Lane was convicted and sentenced to 11 to 23 months in 
prison.
 A year later, Nix was elected a Philadelphia Court of 
Common Pleas Judge. In 1971, he was appointed by then 
Governor Milton Shapp as Associate Justice of the Pennsyl-
vania Supreme Court. He became the first African American 
elected to statewide office in Pennsylvania history. He went 
on, in 1984, to become Chief Justice, replacing former Chief 
Justice Henry X. O’Brien. He subsequently served as the 
President of the National Conference of Chief Justices from 
1991 to 1992.
 Taking on the role of protector of individual rights, Nix 
fought to bring more liberties to the citizens of Pennsylvania 
and those granted by the U.S. Constitution, especially in the 
areas of searches, seizures and sovereign immunity. He espe-
cially was concerned with state prosecutors using their pow-
er to exclude African Americans from selected juries in trial 
cases. Although considered a liberal, he stood for upholding 
Pennsylvania’s death penalty statute.
 In 1966, a scandal involving Justice Nix was unveiled. 
It was discovered that Nix was receiving a payroll from his 
father’s congressional payroll as a Congressional Assistant, 
while working as an attorney in private practice. He was also 
collecting money monthly from Congress for rent of offices 
to his father out of Nix’s office. Nix and his father stopped 
that practice soon afterwards.
 After serving on the State Supreme Court for over thir-
ty years, Nix, two years prior to his mandatory retirement, 
announced his retirement from the bench. In his retirement 
speech, he stated his plans of doing things that he had put 
on hold, including traveling and writing. Justice Nix’s official 
biography was published in 2010. While on the State Su-
preme Court, Nix was honored with twelve Honorary Doc-
torate degrees and sat on the Board of Trustees of the Amer-
ican Inns of Court and the Boards of several universities. He 
was also inducted as a Commander Knight in the Order of 
St. Gregory the Great by Pope John Paul II.
 In retirement, Nix became involved in many community 
projects. He served on several school and college committees, 
served as a member of the electoral college, and became a 
member of the President’s Committee on Civil Rights. After suf-
fering from Alzheimer’s disease for a period of time, Nix died 
on August 23, 2003, in his hometown of Philadelphia. Hear-
ing of his death, then Pennsylvania Governor Ed Rendell 
said of Nix that “during the course of his entire career as 
lawyer and judge, Chief Justice Nix dedicated his consider-
able intellect and energy to breaking down barriers that have 
no place standing in any system of Democracy.”

ROBERT 
NELSON
CORNELIUS

         NIX, SR.

...was born on August 
9, 1905 in Orangeburg, 
South Carolina to Syl-
via Benjamin and Nel-
son Cornelius Nix. His 
father was the Dean of 
South Carolina State 

College. Growing up in the segregated south, Nix Sr., was 
somewhat cushioned from the impact of southern life due 
to his father’s status as an educator and that he attended 
high school in New York City.
 Graduating from Townsend Harris High School in 
New York City, Nix matriculated to Lincoln University in 
Chester County, Pennsylvania where he received his de-
gree in 1921. Three years later, he received a law degree 
from University of Pennsylvania located in Philadelphia. 
He began practicing law the following year. 
 He soon became involved in Democratic politics and 
in 1932, he was elected as a Committeeman from Phila-
delphia’s Forty-fourth Ward. While a Committeeman, he 
held various positions for the next eight years in a private 
law firm. He became a Special Deputy Attorney Gener-
al in the Pennsylvania State Department of Revenue and  
also with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
 In 1956, Nix became a Delegate to the Democratic 
National Convention. Two years later, he defeated two 
opponents in a special election to fill the vacancy of then 
U.S. House of Representative Earl Chudoff whoe had re-
signed his Fourth Congressional District seat to become 
a Philadelphia judge. Nix sworn on May 20, 1958 be-
coming the first African American to represent the state of 
Pennsylvania in the House of Representatives.
 While in the House, Nix served on several important 
committees. He served on the Veterans’ Affairs Commit-
tee, Foreign Affairs Committee, and the Committee on 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries. He became Chairman 
of the Committee of the Post Office and Civil Service in 
1977. On these committees, he played an integral part in 
protecting the rights of Veterans after the had completed 
their service duties.
 As a member of the House, Nix sponsored bills aimed 
at keeping the Philadelphia Navy Yard open and the es-
tablishment of a “Senior Service Corps”. The purpose of 

the Senior Service Corps was to gain employment for vet-
erans that were over sixty years of age. His desire was to 
assist senior vets who may have fallen on hard times.
 Nix supported and worked to ensure several  land-
mark civil rights legislations of the 1960s including the 
1964 Civil Rights Act and the 1965 Voting Rights Act. He 
became the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Interna-
tional Economic Policy in 1975 and took the lead on the 
investigations of the use of funds by defense contractors. 
Looking into payments to foreign consultants, agents, 
governmental officials and political parties, Nix and his 
committee worked to ensure irregularities ceased.
 From the committee findings, Nix introduced an 
amendment to Congress, the Foreign Military Sales Act, 
which required the Defense Department to provide to 
Congress the identities of agents who negotiated arms 
deals and sales transactions for American military arms 
manufacturers. The Act also called for providing the 
amount of fees received by agent. This landmark Act 
helped the government better track those dealings.
 In his 1978 bid to win a nomination for an eleventh 
term he House, Nix lost to William H. Gray III. Despite 
losing his seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, Nix 
remained a leader in Philadelphia’s Thirty-Second Ward 
until his death in Philadelphia on June 22, 1987. In his 
honor, the City of Philadelphia and the federal govern-
ment named a federal building after him.The Robert N. 
C. Nix, Sr. Federal Building and Post Office is located 
at the southwest corner of Ninth and Market Streets in 
downtown Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
 Congressman Nix’s son, Robert N.C. Nix Jr., lat-
er became the first African American to be elected to a 
Pennsylvania statewide office when he was elected to the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court. Robert Nelson Cornelius 
Nix, Sr. die on June 22, 1987.
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THEOPHILUS 
R.
NIX, SR.

...was born on July 21, 
1925 in Chicago, Illi-
nois to Ida Nix and 
he Andrew Nix Sr.. His 
mother was a seamstress 
and his father was a 
preacher. The family left 
Chicago relocating to 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
 After graduating high school, Nix attended Lincoln 
University located in Oxford, Pennsylvania. He complet-
ed his studies in 1951 with a degree in Political Science. 
He matriculated to Howard University’s Law School in 
Washington, D.C., graduating in 1954.
 While at Howard, Nix became involved with the civil 
rights movement. He and other Howard students assisted 
civil rights attorney Thurgood Marshall and his team of 
lawyers on the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education case 
heard by the U.S. Supreme Court. That landmark case 
ended segregation in education in the United States.
 After completing his education at Howard, Nix 
joined the Army to complete his military Duties. He 
served during World War II. In the Army, he was a mem-
ber of  Army bands playing the saxophone. He was also 
the bands’ drum major.
 Once Nix completed his military service, he returned 
to Delaware to take the state bar exam. Passing on the his 
first attempt, he was admitted to the bar on Nov. 27, 1956. 
He became the second black admitted to the state bar in 
twenty-nine years. He was the second black to practice 
law in the state of Delaware behind Louis Redding who 
was admitted and opened his practiced in 1927. In addi-
tion to Delaware’s Bar, . Nix was admitted to both Massa-
chusetts and Michigan bars.
 After founding his practice, Nix focused his legal ca-
reer on protecting the rights of minorities, helping disen-
franchised residents, the disabled, and the ensuring the 
legal rights of criminal defendants in Delaware’s court 
system. He had a great desire to improve the conditions 
for minorities in Delaware. He later became the first Af-
rican-American criminal prosecutor for the Municipal 
Court in Wilmington.
 During Nix’s thirty-six year career practicing law, he 
handled many landmark civil rights Cases. Once such 

case was Belvedere Fire Company v. New Castle County. 
The lawsuit, filed in 1958, was done so to ensure that 
the only African American fire company involved in the 
fire industry received an equal share of county funds as 
white fire companies did. He handled small business cas-
es, individual civil and criminal cases and represented 
entertainers in their contract negotiations. Two of his ce-
lebrity clients were jazz musician Thelonious Monk and 
legendary singer Sarah Vaughan.
 Nix, in 1960, filed the lawsuit, Echols v. Superior 
Court, which addressed job discrimination in employ-
ee hiring by the Superior Court itself. He then filed suit 
against the Wilmington police Department. That lawsuit 
mandated changes in the hiring practices of the police 
department to guard against racial discrimination in any 
form. Nix used the law and lawsuits to promote social 
change.
 Because of his dedication to civil service in law, 
President Lyndon B. Johnson appointed  Nix to serve on 
the Committee on Equal Employment Opportunity. The 
500,000-member denomination, United African Method-
ist Episcopal Church selected him as their General Coun-
sel. In 1969, he also led a successful effort to obtain fund-
ing for an affordable housing project. He gave his time 
on many pro bono cases helping grassroots community 
organizations on behalf of poor families  in Wilmington.
 In 2003, Nix was awarded from Wilmington Friends 
School their Alumni of the Year Award. At the awards cer-
emony, Joe Biden, Delaware U.S. Senator and later Vice 
President of the United States said of Nix, “When you 
think about justice in Delaware, you think of Theo Nix.”  
After receiving the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People’s Diversity in the Legal Commu-
nity Award, Nix said of himself and his legal service to 
the community at large that law, “...has taken me to the 
courtroom, the street, the projects, the classroom, and 
the church,” and indeed it did.
 Nix and his wife of fifty-seven years, Dr. Lulu Mae 
Nix, had four children, Theophilus Jr., Sheldon, Denise, 
and  Crystal. Nix died on September 11, 2008. A scholar-
ship fund was established in his honor, the Theophilus R. 
Nix Sr. Scholarship Fund to assist the Wilmington Friends 
School in their endeavors. The scholarship fund was cre-
ated to benefit low-income African American children 
in their education pursuits by attending the Wilmington 
Friends School.

THOMAS
GILLIS
NUTTER

…was born on June 15, 
1876 in Princess Anne, 
Maryland to Emma (Henry) 
Nutter and William Nutter. 
He attended Maryland’s 
segregated public schools 
where he graduated from 
high school. He attended 
Washington, D.C.’s How-

ard University where he received his undergraduate degree. He 
remained at Howard where he obtained his law degree from the 
University’s Law School.
 After receiving his law degree, in 1905, Nutter moved to 
Atlantic City, New Jersey where he began practicing law. He 
became the city’s first African American lawyer. He tried nu-
merous criminal cases and other varied cases in the New Jersey 
courts.
 After his father died, he returned to Maryland to care for 
his mother. He accepted the job as Principal to the Fairmont 
School. He served the school as its’ Principal for two years. He 
turned his attention to law, however, Maryland did not allow 
blacks to be admitted to its bar, so Nutter moved at Marion 
County, Indiana where he was admitted to the Indiana bar in 
1901.
 Nutter then moved to Charleston, West Virginia and opened 
a law office there. He relocated his mother to Charleston and 
over the next several years built a reputable legal practice in 
the city. He became involved with the Mutual Savings and Loan 
Company of Charleston, which at the time was the only African 
American owned bank in the state of West Virginia.
 Nutter next took a position as an Assistant Land Clerk with 
the West Virginia State Auditor’s Office. He worked at the office 
for six years. During that time, Nutter successfully introduced a 
bill to the West Virginia state legislature, which as passed that 
amended the state’s tax laws.
 In 1913, Nutter was elected as the national leader of the 
Improved Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the World. 
He also served as the Orders “Grand Exalted Ruler” for one 
year. During that year, he created and reinstated more local 
lodges than any other Ruler had done in the past thirteen years.
 Nutter joined the Republican Party and began to support 
the proposed agenda of the Party. In 1918, he ran in the primary 
election for a seat in the West Virginia State House of Represen-
tatives. With support from then Governor George W. Atkinson, 
he easily won the election in a district that had less than a ten 
percent black population. He was re-elected to a second term in 
the 1920 general election. During his tenure in the state legisla-
ture, he was the only black serving or elected in the state. This 
trend would continue well into the 1960s.

 In 1920, Nutter married Sarah Meriwether Nutter, a fellow 
student he met while at Howard. While at Howard, she was a 
founding member of Alpha Kappa Alpha, the first sorority orga-
nized in the United States by and for African American women. 
She became a schoolteacher after the two were married.
 While in the state legislature, Nutter served on the House 
Judiciary Committee. He pushed for construction of state in-
stitutions to assist African Americans including the building of 
an Industrial School for Colored Boys and an Industrial Home 
for Colored Girls. He also called for the creation of an insane 
asylum for Coloreds. 
 In 1926, Nutter was appointed as Polemarch to the Middle 
Eastern Province of the Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity. At that time, 
the Middle Eastern Province encompassed the chapters of the 
Cincinnati Alumni, the Cleveland Alumni, the Delta, the Pitts-
burgh Alumni, the Tau, and the Zeta chapters. For his service 
to the fraternity, the organization bestowed upon Nutter their 
highest award, the Laurel Wreath Award.
 By 1929, Nutter had joined the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). He became in-
volved with the organizations fight for civil and equal rights. 
Nutter played a part in the desegregation of West Virginia’s pub-
lic libraries. That year, he was admitted to the American Bar 
Association. During the same year, he represented a client in a 
$12 million land deal, one of the largest monetary cases of his 
career.
 In 1947, Nutter successfully sued the city of Montgomery, 
West Virginia to integrate the city’s public swimming pools. In 
the 1948 case of Lawrence v. Hancock, Nutter was victorious 
in the federal courts to provide evidence that the city were vio-
lating the civil rights of blacks by excluding them for enjoying 
the city’s public pools. The courts agreed with Nutter and or-
dered the pools be granted equal access to the services offered 
to whites. In satisfying the “equal but separate doctrine”, the 
city realized they could not afford to build a separate swimming 
pool, so they decided to close the only one they had. Unwilling 
to allow blacks in the one pool the city had, the City of Mont-
gomery decided to close the city’s pools altogether. Pools in the 
city were not reopened until 1961.
 In 1924, Nutter published an article in “The Messenger”, a 
West Virginia publication, as part of a series on blacks in Amer-
ica entitled, “These Colored United States”. He interviewed 
twenty-eight successful blacks, both male and female, in their 
respective business ventures or educational endeavors, includ-
ing his wife Sarah, and spoke of their success to showcase the 
greatness of African Americans at that time. He showed that the 
owned property, produced crops, and were upstanding mem-
bers of their given communities.
 In 1928, Nutter was elected as the West Virginia leader of 
the Knights of Pythias, a black fraternal association. He was 
a member of the First Baptist Church in Charleston, a black 
church founded in 1868. At the church, he served as the Men’s 
Sunday School Teacher. Thomas Gillis Nutter died in 1959.
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BARACK
HUSSEIN
OBAMA 

...was born on August 
4th, 1961, in Honolulu, 
Hawaii, to his mother, 
Stanley Ann Dunham a 
white woman from Kan-
sas, U.S.A. and his fa-
ther, Barack Obama, Sr., 
a black man from Kenya, 

Africa. After his mother’s death, Barack was raised by his 
grandmother and grandfather. His grandfather had served 
in “Patton’s Army” while his grandmother worked her way 
up from the secretarial pool to become Vice President at a 
local bank.
 On his way to the Presidency of the U.S., Obama 
worked diligently through high school, Occidental Col-
lege in Los Angeles, Columbia University in New York, 
and later, Harvard Law School, with the help of scholar-
ship money and student loans, he completed his studies.
 In 1985, Obama moved to Chicago, where he got his 
start in community organizing on the city’s South Side, 
working to help rebuild communities devastated by the 
closure of the local steel plants. He called that time in his 
life “...the best education I ever had. Better than anything 
I got at Harvard Law School.” He has credited that expe-
rience as crucial to finding his identity, something that 
shaped his path to the White House.
 Obama is a graduate of Columbia University and 
Harvard Law School, where he served as President of the 
Harvard Law Review. He was a community organizer in 
Chicago before earning his law degree. He worked as a 
civil rights attorney and taught constitutional law at Uni-
versity of Chicago Law School between 1992 and 2004. 
He served three terms representing the 13th District in the 
Illinois Senate from 1997 to 2004, and ran unsuccessfully 
in the Democratic primary for the United States House of 
Representatives in 2000 against incumbent Bobby Rush.
 Obama was elected to the Illinois State Senate in 
1996. During his time in Springfield, he helped pass the 
first major ethics reform in twenty-five years in Illinois, 
cut taxes for working families, and expanded health care 
for children and their parents. Elected to the U.S. Sen-
ate in 2004, he reached across the aisle to pass the far-
thest-reaching lobbying reform in a generation, helped 
locked up the world’s most dangerous weapons, and 

helped to bring transparency to government by tracking 
federal spending online.
 Obama was sworn in as the 44th President of the 
United States on January 20th, 2009, in the middle of 
the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression. A 
time when the U.S. economy was losing 800,000 jobs a 
month. He acted immediately to get the economy back 
on track. His administration worked to improve the lives 
of working families. The private sector added more than 
ten million jobs during the longest, uninterrupted period 
of job growth in the nation’s history.
 In his first term, the Obama cut taxes for every Ameri-
can worker, putting $3,600 back in the pockets of the typ-
ical family. He passed historic Wall Street reform to make 
sure taxpayers never again would have to bail out big 
banks. He passed the Affordable Care Act, which helps 
to put quality and affordable health care within the reach 
of millions of American people. He ended the war in Iraq 
and is worked to end the war in Afghanistan in a respon-
sible manner.
 Obama was the first sitting President to stand up for 
marriage equality, and fought for equal pay and a wom-
an’s right to make her own health decisions. He made 
college education more affordable for millions of stu-
dents and their families and is working diligently to bring 
a comprehensive solution to fix the U.S. broken immigra-
tion system.
 Obama believes in an economy that should be built 
to last. To do so, he believed that a sound economy starts 
by growing and strengthening the middle class. His plan 
was to create jobs and restore economic security to work-
ing families. He believed that America will prospers when 
everyone is all in it together. Hard work and responsibili-
ty, he believed, pays off and is rewarded when everyone, 
from Main Street to Wall Street, does their fair share and 
plays by the same rules.

MICHELLE
LAVAUGHN
ROBINSON

    OBAMA

...was born on January 17, 
1964, in DeYoung, Illinois, to 
Marian (née Shields) and Fra-
ser C. Robinson III. The Rob-
inson and Shields’ roots stem 
from the Gullah people of 
South Carolina’s Low Coun-
try region. Michelle Obama 
grew up in Chicago’s South 

Shore community. Raised in a conventional American home, i.e., 
the mother at home while father works, dinner around the table at 
a set hour, and the elementary school was blocks away, in walking 
distance. Michelle and her brother Craig enjoyed playing, as most 
kids did, but they also enjoyed reading and music with Michelle 
playing the piano.
 Growing up in a Methodist lifestyle, the family attended 
church regularly, vacationed during the summer months and doing 
the school years, education was the major focus. Both Obama and 
her brother Craig skipped the second grade. Joining a gifted class at 
Bryn Mawr Elementary School (later renamed Bouchet Academy), 
she was determined to stay away from trouble and became an ex-
ceptional student. She went on to attend Chicago’s first magnet and 
selective enrollment high school, Whitney Young High School.
 While taking advanced placement classes, Obama was an 
honor roll student all four years of her high school matriculation. 
She was a member of the National Honor Society, and  served as 
Student Council Treasurer. Graduating in 1981, she proudly was 
Salutatorian of her class.
 After law school, Obama became an Associate at the Chicago 
office of the law firm Sidley Austin. Her duties surrounded market-
ing and intellectual property Issues. While there she met Barack 
Obama, her future husband. Assigned to mentor the new summer 
associate, their relationship began from their common concerns 
in community organizing. Impressed with Barack, she ignored the 
promise she had made to her mother, that she would focus solely 
on her career, and began to date Barack. Married in October of 
1992, the Obama’s have two daughters, Malia Ann, born in 1998 
and Natasha (known as Sasha), born in 2001.
 For the next few years, Obama held several public sector po-
sitions in the Chicago city government. She became Assistant to 
the Mayor, Assistant Commissioner of Planning and Development, 
and Executive Director for the Chicago Office of Public Allies, a 
non-profit organization focused on social issues in nonprofit groups 
and government agencies. She served as the Associate Dean of Stu-
dent Services at the University of Chicago, developed the Universi-
ty’s Community Service Center.
 Obama, in 2002, became  Executive Director for Community 
Affairs for the University of Chicago Hospitals, and then Vice Pres-
ident for Community and External Affairs. She held that position 
leaving only to assist her husband, Barak, on his primary campaign, 
and to take a leave to spend the growing years with her daughters 
and family. While attending to her position at the University Hos-

pial, she was a Board of Directors member of TreeHouse Foods, a 
major Wal-Mart supplier. She also served on the Board of Directors 
of the Chicago Council on Global Affairs.
 At that time she was the majority household “bread winner”, 
earning a much higher salary at her job than her husband did in 
the U.S. Senate. Having reservations about Barak’s presidential 
campaign, using fear of a negative effect on their daughters as an 
excuse, Obama jumped on board after negotiating  an agreement  
between the two of them whereby she would reduce her profes-
sional responsibilities to assist in the campaign, if he would give up 
smoking in exchange. Of course, he gave up smoking.
 Becoming First Lady of the United States upon the election of 
her husband, Barack Hussein Obama II, as the 44th President of the 
United States. Believing that “that you work hard for what you want 
in life, that your word is your bond, and you do what you say you’re 
going to do, that you treat people with dignity and respect, even 
if you don’t know them, and even if you don’t agree with them,” 
Michelle Obama is the epitome of hard work, family values, civil 
dignity, and ceaseless class.
 As First Lady, Obama has visited homeless shelters, served at  
soup kitchens, and has been an advocate for schools and public 
service. She held White House reception for women’s rights and 
put her efforts toward  the enactment of the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay 
Act of 2009 Pay equity law. Involved in politics, to the dismay of 
many, Obama supported the economic stimulus bill, visiting the 
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development and 
United States Department of Education to show support. 
 Other initiatives of the First Lady included advocating on be-
half of military families, helping women balance family and ca-
reer, promoting national service, and supporting the arts and arts 
education. Having military families as a personal agenda, Obama 
bonded will with military families. She supported the campaign to 
bring back the school girls kidnapped in Nigeria by Boko Haram 
militants. Her resolved was shown in gratitude in April of 2012, 
when she and husband were given the Jerald Washington Memorial 
Founders’ Award by the National Coalition for Homeless Veterans), 
the highest honor given to homeless veteran advocates.
 Obama efforts toward healthy eating was shown by her plant-
ing an organic White House Kitchen Garden, the first vegetable 
garden since Eleanor Roosevelt served as First Lady. She launched 
the “Let’s Move!,” aimed at reducing childhood obesity and created 
the Task Force on Childhood Obesity. Her goal was to put together 
a national plan towards changing the health of America’s youth. 
Healthy eating and a healthy body, she made a part of her legacy.
 An opponent of constitutional amendments banning same-sex 
marriage, Obama has given her support to the struggles for gay 
rights and civil rights. She has stood up for LGBT rights, fought 
against gender violence, and supported the Employment Non-Dis-
crimination Act, the legislation that repealed  “Don’t Ask Don’t 
Tell”. To show her support, in her national military families initia-
tive, Obama included openly gay service members.
 During her term as First Lady of the United States, Michell 
Obama has carried herself with grace and showed a passionate 
heart. Her care for the children, hers and the nation’s, is a testament 
to a First Lady that will be remembered in history as not only one of 
supreme class but one of the most intelligent to serve in that covet-
ed position.
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CHARLES
JAMES
OGLETREE, JR.

...was born on December 31, 
1952, in Merced, California, 
the first of their five children 
born to migrant workers, 
Charles Sr. and Willie Mae 
Ogletree. When Charles, Jr., 
became old enough, he also 
began working in the fields, 
picking figs and other fruit. 
His parents’ marriage was 
plagued by spouts of violence 

and they divorced, remaining on good terms. 
 In high school, Ogletree ran with a closely held  clique of young 
black males determined to stay out of trouble and to do well in school. 
One of his closest friends who dated the high a white Judge’s daughter 
was charged with arson in a fire at the coach’s home and convicted. 
Sent to a youth camp, a race riot broke out and the friend was charged 
with the murder of a white inmate. He was convicted and sent to San 
Quentin Penitentiary where he found himself co-charged with killing 
a prison guard and placed on Death Row. That decision was eventual-
ly overturned but left a lasting impression on Ogletree of how difficult 
it was for young black males to receive fair treatment once inside the 
criminal justice system.
 That childhood incident coupled with witnessing his father, after 
an incident of domestic violence, being taken away in handcuffs in-
stilled in him a deep distrust toward the law enforcement community. 
To combat this feeling of powerlessness, as a child, Ogletree, Jr. spent 
countless hours in the public library studying. His good grades from 
school were a testament to his dedication and he stayed out of trouble.
 After high school, Ogletree enrolled in Stanford University in 
1970. His dormitory was the first room he had ever had to himself. 
He soon became dismayed by the elitism at the institution and orga-
nized an Afrocentric dormitory, where he met his future wife, Pamela 
Barnes. Being near the center of the Black Power movements of San 
Francisco, the city of Oakland, and the University of California at 
Berkeley, he took a on a more radical stance. He lent his expertise, 
learned from his time spent in the library in his youth and edited the 
campus Black Panther, “The Real News”. He traveled to Africa and 
Cuba as part of his student activist groups.
 Ogletree’s first became interested in a law career during the trial 
of Black Power activist and Communist Angela Davis. He attended 
nearly every day of the trial. Although tedious, he became fascinated 
with the process. Completing his Bachelor’s degree, with distinction, 
in Political Science in 1974, Ogletree earned his Master’s degree a 
year later. In the fall of 1975, he applied and was accepted to Har-
vard Law School. There he aligned himself with other African-Ameri-
can students and continued his political activism, becoming National 
President of the Black Law Students Association.
 After graduating from law school  in 1978, Ogletree began work-
ing for the District of Columbia Public Defender Service, first as a staff 
attorney, then as Training Tirector, Trial Chief, and Deputy Director. In 
1985, he became a Professor at Harvard Law School. In 1992, he be-
came the Jesse Climenko Professor of Law and Vice Dean for Clinical 
Programs.
 Ogletree’s resume is vast and long. In short, he was the Dis-
trict of Columbia Public Defender Service, Washington, DC, staff at-
torney, 1978-82; Director of Staff and Training, 1982-83; American 
University, Washington, Adjunct Professor, 1982-84; Deputy Direc-

tor, 1984-85; Antioch Law School, Washington, Adjunct Professor, 
1983-84; Partner, Jessamy, Fort & Ogletree, Washington, 1985-89; 
Counsel, Jessamy, Fort & Botts, of, 1989–; Harvard Law School, Cam-
bridge, MA, visiting Professor, 1985-89; Director, Introduction to Tri-
al Advocacy Workshop, 1986; Assistant Professor, 1989-93; Director, 
Criminal Justice Institute, 1990–; Professor, 1993; Director of Clinical 
Programs, 1996; Jesse Climenko Professor of Law, 1998; Associate 
Dean for the Clinical Programs, 2002; Vice Dean for the Clinical Pro-
grams, 2003; Director, Charles Hamilton Houston Institute for Race 
and Justice, 2004.
 His selected memberships include the National Legal Aid and 
Defender Association; Southern Prisoners Defense Committee (Chair 
and Board of Directors); Society of American Law Teachers; National 
Mentor Program; Stanford University Board of Trustees; and the Uni-
versity of the District of Columbia Board of Trustees.
 His selected awards include the Award of Merit, Public Defend-
er Service Association, 1990; Personal Achievement Award, National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the Black Net-
work, 1990; Nelson Mandela Service Award, National Black Law Stu-
dents Association, 1991; National Bar Association, Presidential Award 
for The Renaissance Man of the Legal Profession, 1996; Washington 
Bar Association, Charles Hamilton Houston Medallion of Merit, 2001.
 Ogletree has made countless media appearances and contribu-
tions including State of the Black Union; Where Do We Go from Here: 
Chaos or Community; Ethics in America; Hard Drugs, Hard Choices, 
Liberty and Limits: Whose Law, Whose Order?; Credibility in the News-
room, Race to Execution, 2006; Beyond Black and White; Liberty & 
Limits: Whose Law, Whose Order?; That Delicate Balance II: Our Bill of 
Rights; and other Public Broadcasting Service broadcasts. He has been 
a guest on many television programs, including Nightline, This Week 
with David Brinkley, McNeil-Lehrer News Hour, Crossfire, Today Show, 
Good Morning America, Larry King Live, Cochran and Company: Bur-
den of Proof, Tavis Smiley, Frontline, America’s Black Forum, and Meet 
the Press. He has contributed to periodicals such as New Crisis, Public 
Utilities Fortnightly, and the Harvard Law Review.
 In 2003 he visited the University of Washington, Seattle, to speak 
on reparations. At the time several of the majority-Black audience 
asked him how much money could potentially be wrought from rep-
arations. While Ogletree would not elaborate on a particular number 
he seemed to support an audience member’s suggestion of more than 
$2 trillion or more.
 On July 21, 2009, Harvard Professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr., was 
arrested at his own home after being mis-identified as the home own-
er. The incident became a major news story showcasing the issues 
surrounding politics, police power, and race in Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts. Ogletree issued a statement in response to the arrest of 
his Harvard colleague and client and later penned a book about the 
events titled “The Presumption of Guilt: The Arrest of Henry Louis 
Gates, Jr.” and “Race, Class and Crime in America”.
 In February 2011, he gave a three-part lecture at Harvard Law 
School entitled “Understanding Obama”, which provides an inside 
look at President Barack Obama’s journey from boyhood in Hawaii 
to the White House. A note of importance is that Ogletree taught 
both Barack and Michelle Obama when they attended Harvard. 
 He is a founder of the Benjamin Banneker Charter Public School 
and serves on the school’s foundation board. The school library is 
named in his honor. He has received the National Conference on 
Black Lawyers, People’s Lawyer of the Year Award, the Man of Vision 
Award, Museum of Afro-American History (Boston), the Albert Sacks-
Paul A. Freund Award for Teaching Excellence, Harvard Law School 
in 1993, the Ellis Island Medal of Honor, 1995, the Ruffin-Fenwick 
Trailblazer Award, and the 21st Century Achievement Award, Urban 
League of Eastern Massachusetts.

HAZEL
ROLLINGS
REID

            O’LEARY

..was born on May 17, 1937 
in Newport News, Virginia. 
To give her a better opportu-
nity for an education, rather 
than send her to the public 
segregated schools in New-
port News, her parents sent 
her to New Jersey to live 
with an aunt hoping for a 

better opportunity for their daughter. In New Jersey, O’Leary at-
tended a school for artistically gifted students.
 After graduating high school, O’Leary enrolled into Fisk Uni-
versity in Nashville, Tennessee where she received her undergradu-
ate degree with honors in 1959. She graduated as a member of the 
Phi Beta Kappa National Honor Society. She returned to New Jersey 
to attend Rutgers University in New Brunswick.
 O’Leary took her first professional job as an attorney working 
in the New Jersey State Attorney General’s Office. She served as a 
New Jersey attorney for several years before moving to Washington, 
D.C. where she became a partner at Coopers and Lybrand. The ac-
counting firm was one of the larger accounting firms in the nation.
 Several years after arriving in Washington, she joined the ad-
ministration of President Gerald Ford as General Counsel at the 
Community Services Administration (CSA). The CSA was the U.S. 
Government agency that oversaw the nation’s anti-poverty programs. 
She was later appointed by then President Ford as the Director of 
the Federal Energy Administration’s Office of Consumer Affairs. In 
her position as Director, she represented the concerns of American 
citizens and consumers of energy in negotiations of fair costs with 
energy manufacturers and distributors. O’Leary also served as an 
administrator to the Economic Regulatory Administration.
 In 1977, then President Jimmy Carter appointed O’Leary to 
head the Department of Energy’s (DOE) Economic Regulatory Ad-
ministration. She oversaw more than 2,000 employees and en-
forced price controls on energy producers. She was successful in 
her lobbying to pass the Fuel Use Act, which decreased demands 
for natural gas. She also created conservative usage programs for 
low-income residents. It was at the DOE that she met and married, 
John F. O’Leary, who also served at the DOE.
 In 1981, O’Leary and her husband established the consulting 
firm of O’Leary & Associates, where she served as Vice President 
and General Counsel. Two years later, she was named as the Exec-
utive Vice President of the Northern States Power Company’s Envi-
ronmental and Public Affairs Division in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
She then became the President of its’ natural gas division.
 In 1993, then President Bill Clinton nominated O’Leary as Sec-
retary of Energy. She became the first woman and the first African 
American woman to serve as Secretary. In her role as Secretary, 
she investigated long held claims of American citizens, during the 
Cold War era, being used in human radiation experiments by the 
U.S. Government, as human guinea pigs. She was able to get gov-

ernment classified papers declassified, which proved the rumors 
correct. From those findings, President Clinton issued an Executive 
Order that created the Advisory Committee on Human Radiation 
Experiments (ACHRE) to prevent such abuses of power ever hap-
pening again.
 In 1996, O’Leary was criticized after an audit by the U.S. Gen-
eral Accounting Office, the watchdog for government spending, that 
called into question her spending on travel and hotel accommoda-
tions that they found unsatisfactory. Her spending had exceeded the 
budget set for the office and she was called before a Congressional 
Committee to testify about her spending. O’Leary apologized for 
her overspending and resigned her post.
 The following year, O’Leary again was involved in political 
scandal. Johnny Chung, a political donor to the Democratic Party, 
alleged that after giving $25,000 to one of her favorite charities, 
Africare, a Washington, D.C. based charitable organization that fo-
cuses on the development of African countries, O’Leary met with 
Chinese oil officials on his behalf in a business deal. An FBI investi-
gation was called for from the Department of Justice (DOJ) by then 
FBI Director Louis Freeh. DOJ Attorney General Janet Reno, after a 
thorough investigation, determined that there was no evidence of 
wrong doing by O’Leary and she was cleared of the allegations.
 In 2004, O’Leary was named as the new President of Fisk Uni-
versity, her alma mater. She is credited with increasing fundraising 
revenues and other financial support for the university. She was 
able to recapture the schools historical position in academia, which 
attracted more top students from across the country that chose Fisk 
to attend, both in the undergraduate school and its’ law school. 
After eight years at the helm, O’Leary retired from the Presidency of 
the University in 2012.
 While serving as President of the University, O’Leary spear-
headed a proposal to raise much needed capital for the University 
by selling half of its’ prized art collection, the Alfred Stieglitz Col-
lection, to a museum in Arkansas. The collection contained valu-
able original paintings by famed artist Georgia O’Keefe, the wife 
and widow of Stieglitz. O’Keefe had bequeathed to Fisk with the 
stipulation that the collection never be sold.
 O’Leary and Fisk administration officials made an appeal to 
the Chancery Court to vacate the stipulation and allow the school 
to sell one half of ownership to the museum, as the University was 
in dire need of funding to continue to operate. Some in the com-
munity were outraged that the collection would leave the university 
and Nashville to go to a museum in Arkansas where not as many 
people may be able to see the collection and that the collection 
belonged at Fisk. 
 As a result and compromise to Fisk’s financial needs, the Court 
ordered the State Attorney General to develop an alternative plan 
that would allow the collection to remain in Nashville. Attorney 
General Bob D. Cooper devised a plan that allowed the collection 
to remain in Nashville. The collection would be housed at the Frist 
Center for the Visual Arts, a museum in Nashville and would be 
known as the “Alfred Stieglitz Collection at Fisk University”. Fisk 
was able to raise needed capital and Nashville art patrons, Fisk 
students, and Fisk alumni could still visit the collection without 
traveling to Arkansas. The proposal was backed financially as a joint 
city and state museum project.
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REVIUS
OLIVER
ORIQUE, JR.

..was born on June 14, 
1924 in New Orleans, 
Louisiana. He attended 
segregated public schools 
before entering college at 
Dillard University in New 
Orleans where he received 
his B.A. degree in Sociolo-
gy in 1947. He received his 

M.A. degree from the University of Indiana in Bloomington in 
1949 before obtaining his J.D. degree from Southern University 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana in 1956.
 After having served in World War II and having passed the 
Louisiana Bar, Ortique began his professional legal career by 
opening his own private law practice. In his early beginnings, 
he accepted any type of case that came his way. He then began 
to focus on cases related to estates. He would eventually be-
come one of the largest estate practicing firms in the state.
 In 1958, Ortique was elected as the President of the Urban 
League of Greater New Orleans. He would serve in this capac-
ity for five terms. He was elected as President, in 1959, of the 
National Bar Association. He would serve in that capacity for 
two terms. He also served as President of the Community Rela-
tions Council in New Orleans. He served in that role for three 
terms. With continued protesting by blacks aimed at ending de-
segregated restaurants and public use facilities, Ortique served 
as the chief negotiator in the fight that brought an end to deseg-
regation in New Orleans. With his help, the city changed their 
desegregation policies as it came to the use of lunch counters, 
hotels, and public facilities in New Orleans. 
 In 1966, then President Lyndon Johnson appointed him to 
the Federal Hospital Council. In 1970, President Richard Nixon, 
after the killings of students that protested the Vietnam War at 
Jackson State University in Jackson, Mississippi and Kent State 
University in Kent, Ohio, appointed Ortique to serve on the 
President’s Commission on Campus Unrest. Ortique would play 
a pivotal part in calming the unrest that was occurring across 
the college campuses across the country.
 In 1974, Ortique was again called upon by President Nixon 
to serve. This time, Ortique was asked to serve on the newly 
created Legal Services Corporation, a non-profit private corpo-
ration created and established by the U.S. Congress to assist in 
the funding of U.S. citizens who were unable to pay for or gain 
equal access to the criminal justice system. In 1978, the Louisi-
ana Supreme Court appointed Ortique as a Judge Pro Tempore 
of Orleans Parish Civil District Court.

 In 1979, Ortique ran and was elected to the seat he held 
as Judge of the Orleans Parish Civil District Court. He became 
the first African-American judge elected to the Court. Serving 
on the Court with distinction, in 1984, he was elected as Chief 
Judge by his fellow Judges. His selection made him the first Af-
rican American to serve as Chief Judge of the Court.
 A firm believer in giving back to his community and over 
the years working with the Louisiana State Bar Association’s 
Legal Aid Committee, Ortique’s pro bono legal work provided 
legal assistance to many New Orleans citizens that could not 
otherwise afford legal services. The care and assistance given to 
his New Orleans community paid off when he ran for a seat on 
the Louisiana Supreme Court.
 In 1992, Ortique ran and was elected to the Fourth Circuit 
Court of Appeal. His election was a step towards being appoint-
ed to the Louisiana Supreme Court. With his appointment to the 
Supreme Court, he became the first African-American to serve 
on the state’s highest court. He would serve until 1994. He then 
became the President of the New Orleans Urban League. In 
1999, then President Bill Clinton named Ortique as an Alternate 
Representative to the United Nations General Assembly.
 Ortique was a member of many law Bar associations, com-
munity based organizations and national committees including 
serving as President of the Southwest Bar Association. He was 
a member of the Louis A. Martinet Legal Society, the Louisiana 
State Bar Association’s (LSBA) Legal Aid Committee, the New 
Orleans Metropolitan Area Committee, and the National Legal 
Aid and Defender Association. He sat on the Board of Trustees 
of the Civil Justice Foundation and chaired the Louisiana Cau-
cus of Black Judges.
 Ortique has been recognized for his legal work by many 
of his legal peers, private organizations, national leaders, and 
government officials. He was awarded honorary degrees from 
several colleges and universities including Campbell College in 
Jackson, Mississippi; Ithaca College in New York; Loyola Uni-
versity in New Orleans, Louisiana; Morris Brown University 
in Atlanta, Georgia; Southern University Law School in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana; and the University of Indiana in Blooming-
ton. For his efforts, the LSBA bestowed upon him their “Pro 
Bono Lifetime Achievement Award”. The National Bar Associa-
tion awarded him their “Gertrude Rush Award” and the Ameri-
can Bar Association honored him with their “Thurgood Marshall 
Award”. The Southern University Law Center renamed their an-
nual Symposium on Law, Politics, Civil Rights and Justice in 
after Ortique. In addition, four U.S. Presidents, during Ortique’s 
time on the bench, appointed him to five Presidential commis-
sions.
 Revius Oliver Ortique, Jr. passed away on Sunday, June 22, 
2008. He was eighty-four years old. 

MORRIS
L.
OVERSTREET

…was born in 1950 and 
graduated from Amarillo 
High School in Amarillo, 
Texas where he excelled 
in both academics and 
athletics as a football and 
track star. He attended 
Angelo State University in 
San Angelo, Texas where 

he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology and a mi-
nor degree in Biology and Chemistry. He went on to ob-
tain his law degree in 1975 from Texas Southern University 
School of Law in Houston, Texas.
 To begin his professional legal career, Overstreet to a 
position with the 47th Judicial District at the District At-
torney’s Office in Amarillo. For five years, he served as a 
Prosecutor where he prosecuted thousands of criminal cases 
with none of the convictions being reverse on appeal due 
to any error committed by him or his staff during his time in 
the District Attorney’s Office. By the time of his departure, 
Overstreet had advanced to First Assistant District Attorney. 
During that time, for four years, he also presided over the 
Potter County Court at Law Number 1 in Amarillo.
 After leaving the District Attorney’s Office, Overstreet 
decided to place his name in the pool of statewide lawyers 
seeking a judgeship in the courts of Texas. He entered his 
name into the pool and won a 1990 seat on the Texas Court 
of Appeals of Criminal Appeals, the state’s highest criminal 
Appellate Court. He became the first African American to 
ever be elected in Texas to a statewide office. He would be 
elected twice more to the Court serving from 1990 to 1998. 
While sitting on the bench, Overstreet authored over five 
hundred opinions.
 Upon his departure from the Court of Appeals, Over-
street, in January of 1999, became a certified contract advi-
sor with the National Football League Players Association. 
This privileged authorization gave him the right to negoti-
ate contracts between potential and current football players 
and their prospective National Football League teams. While 
performing his duties as a legal representative for his football 
clients, Overstreet also served at his alma mater, the Thur-
good Marshall School of Law at Texas Southern University 
as a Distinguished Visiting Professor of Law.
 In September of 2002, Overstreet became the Director 
of the Legal Clinic and Professor of Evidence and Criminal 
Procedure at Texas Southern where he would serve four 

years. He has served in the past as General Counsel to the 
Texas State Baptist Convention where he chaired their state-
wide Bible Drill Competition. He served as Chair of the Tex-
as State Bar Crime Victims Committee in addition to serv-
ing the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, of which he is a member, 
as their National Legal Counsel. Overstreet is a member of 
the Mount Zion Baptist Church in Amarillo, Texas and also 
attends both the Windsor Village United Methodist Church 
and the Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church, both located in 
Houston.
 Overstreet is a life member of the National Bar Associ-
ation and a member of the American Bar Association. He 
became the Chair of the Judicial Council Division while a 
member. A life member of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, he has devoted uncountable 
time to the civic and civil causes of the organization. 
 A frequent lecturer and public speaker, Overstreet contin-
ues to teach continuing legal educational classes throughout 
the state of Texas. A decorated legal professional, he teaches 
classes for organizations such as Constitutional County Judg-
es, Justices of the Peace, local Bar Associations, the National 
Bar Association, and the State Bar of Texas Advance Criminal 
Law Seminar. He has assisted the National Medical Associa-
tion, serving as their President of the Auxiliary.
 Overstreet is a now a private practice attorney serving 
Houston. He continues to serve his football clients while 
turning into an entrepreneur. He purchased a funeral service 
entity in Amarillo, Warford and Walker Mortuary, as a means 
of transitioning from his law profession to one in business. 
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CHARLES 
L.
OWENS

...was born on April 13, 
1930 in Tulsa, Oklaho-
ma. Growing up in the 
segregated South, al-
though many say Okla-
homa is in the mid-west, 
Owens faced many ob-
stacles in overcoming 

the prejudice and racism that he experienced in his ev-
eryday life. From a very young age, he seemed to have a 
mission, although he has admitted that he did not know 
for sure what that was. From the determination and drive 
his parents had instilled in him, he knew he had to over-
come the obstacles he faced in order to establish his own 
right.
 Owens graduated from Booker T. Washington High 
School, a segregated black school in north Tulsa in 1948. 
He matriculated to Lincoln University in Jefferson City, 
Missouri. From Lincoln, he would obtain, in 1952, his 
undergraduate Business degree. It was in college that he 
first became interested in becoming a lawyer.
 After graduation, he entered the military to complete 
his required service. During his two years of service in 
the military, his interest in the law continued to peak. 
After completing his military service, Owens returned to 
Tulsa. Back in his home town, he took a job with the city’s 
police department. While working the graveyard shift, 11 
p.m. - 7 a.m., as a police officer, for four years, he studied 
and took day and evening classes from The University of 
Tulsa Law School. 
 After a grueling four years where he often would see 
his wife, Edythe, in passing as he worked nights and she 
worked days as a school teacher. He would sleep for only 
a few hours, rise and begin either his studies or his trek to 
campus to attend classes. Owens spent countless hours 
away from home at the school library, in class or working 
his night shift police job. He would earn his law degree 
from the University of Tulsa Law School in 1960.
 After obtaining his law degree, Owens still worked 
as a police officer for a bit. In 1963, then Oklahoma At-
torney General Charlesa Nesbitt chose him as Assistant 
Attorney General. Admired for his dedicated work and 
his impressive legal abilities, Owens was asked to stay 
on as Assistant Attorney General when the next elect-
ed Attorney General, G.T. Blankenship, assumed office. 

Two years later, Owens would receive a most coveted 
appointment, that of sitting on the State of Oklahoma’s 
District Court’s bench. 
 In 1968, then Gov. Dewey Bartlett appointed Owens, 
just thirty-eight years old, as an Oklahoma District Judge. 
With that appointment, he became the first African Amer-
ican to sit on the state’s District Court’s bench, a most 
coveted seat. He would hold that seat for thirty years.
 As judge, Owens presided over the first and only case 
to be televised from Oklahoma, State v. Roger Dale Staf-
ford. Stafford, his wife and brother went on a multi state 
killing spree, killing ten people. Some believed there 
were more victims but he was tried for killing six peo-
ple at an Oklahoma restaurant, and 3 others who had 
stopped to help his broken down car. Found guilty, Staf-
ford was executed in by lethal injection on July 1, 1995. 
 Although Owens handed out many tough sentences, 
as he did in the Stafford case, as a sitting judge, he had a 
more soothing style than some of his associates. Known 
for his fairness, many times when he handed a defendant 
a lengthy jail sentences, many of them would thank him 
for his treatment of them during their trials. Despite a de-
fendants guilt or innocence, Owens gave them a sense of 
dignity and respect while his gavel laid down the law.
 When Owens retired, he retired only from the bench 
and not from life. He became President of the Board for 
the Oklahoma Foundation for the Disabled. His daugh-
ter, born blind, has always given him motivation, as he 
watched her over the years deal with her Handicap. In 
retirement, he could work to help others suffering from 
blindness as he had helped his daughter overcome her 
condition for many years.
 Honored many times over, Owens is in a unique class 
of people and firsts. He is among the first alumni class 
to be inducted into his high school’s Hall of Fame, the 
Booker T. Washington Hall of Fame. The University of Tul-
sa Law School honored him with their Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award, and with their Distinguished Alumni from 
The University of Tulsa as well. He was also recognized 
by Lincoln University as a favored alumni.
 Charles L. Owens, after a lifetime of public service, 
died on Tuesday, May 31, 2016. He was buried  in Memo-
rial Park Cemetery in Oklahoma City. 
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