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What is LAW?

Law is a legislative system of rules 
particular to a given country or community 

that regulates the actions of its’ citizens 
and enslaved members 

with penalties set 
after deducing from the statement of facts 

the degree of restitution or other punishment 
for the alleged infraction.

      



iii

P  reface

Pro Bono Legal Fund 
 www.probonolegalfund.org

probonolegalfund.org was created to assist both lawyers and those seeking the assist-
ance of a lawyer. The aim of the fund is to assist those in need of legal representation that 
cannot afford those services to be able to pay for a portion of those needed services. Simply, 
probonolegalfund.org’s purpose is to  pay for the first one hour consultation fees of those needing 
legal representation. Our goal is to pay toward the consultation fees and/or other legal needs of 
those selected by our team needing legal services. In paying those fees, we will challenge attor-
neys to “match” our payment through a “probono legal challenge” which will allow the public 
up to $300 in monies to pay for their needed legal consulting services. These legal services may 
range from business start up applications, copyright & enfringement laws, sports & entertainment 
advisory services, family law, criminal law issues and other needed services.

When an attorney purchases any one of our Deliberations Art Giclee’s and/or accompanying 
Book Set, probonolegalfund.org will donate 20% of the profits to the fund, which is free to the 
public on a first-come, first-received bases and approved by our team. Our goal is to provide a 
minimum of $1,000,000 (one-million dollars) toward the fund through the sale of the Delibera-
tions project. Through our “attorney challenge”, we hope to provide an additional $1,000,000 to 
the fund which will allow over 6,500 people to have free legal advice and services.

When an attorney purchases any Giclee Art Print and/or Book Set, they have the option of up-
loading their own BIO and photograph to the webstie and they will be highlighted as the first 
attorney listed in their “keepsake” book set. The cover of the book(s) are designed to be person-
alized with the attorney’s name and law firm printed on the cover as well. The purchasing attor-
ney’s name is also placed on the “Honor Roll” of the probonolegalfund.org website which gives 
the participating attorney market visibility through our promotions and marketing campaigns. 
Potential consumers can visit the website to find a particiapting attorney to assist them with their 
legal needs. In essence probonolegalfund.org becomes a vehicle for the attorney’s to reach their 
potential clients as well as those in need of legal services find a “caring” attorney to assist them 
with their legal issues.

probonolegalfund.org is a free attorney listing service for both the attorney and the needing con-
sumer, well needed, and designed to help both the general public and attorneys alike. The Book 
Set is designed to showcase attorney’s, past and present.
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PUBLISHER

W ILLIAM
REGINALD 
“REGGIE”

                 COLBERT

...was born in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma in 1952 to 
Odessa Faye Perryman 
(Colbert) and Jimmy 
Colbert. After complet-
ing high school and to 
begin his undergraduate 
studies in Fine Art, Col-

bert enrolled into the University of Minnesota in Min-
neapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota. While a student there, he 
accepted an internship with the Minneapolis Star and Tri-
bune newspaper in their cold type division. His job was 
to set type, in reverse, for the printing department. 
 Colbert’s true print production journey began when 
the nineteen year old freshman student’s greater graph-
ic talents were recognized by management. After only a 
few months on the job, he was moved to the advertising 
and layout department where he was given the task of 
creating layouts for retail advertisers. His creative designs 
caught the owner’s eye of one of the newspaper’s largest 
advertisers at the time, Walsh’s Grocery Stores located in 
Bloomington. He was given that account to personally 
serve. Within six months, he had produced more agate 
lines of type and layout than some workers who had been 
on the job for several years.
 Unfortunately for the Star and Tribune, when the cold 
Minnesota winter came, Colbert found the weather to 
bearing for him so he left the newspaper and the Univer-
sity of Minnesota after only two quarters, transferring to 
Arizona State University in Tempe and warmer weather. 
There, still a freshman, he co-founded with fellow actor, 
Rod Ambrose, a theatrical company, The Peculiar Institu-
tion Theatre Ensemble, PITE for short. For the next four 
years, the troupe would create, write, and produce many 
campus and local Phoenix area theatrical productions 
that brought social awareness to issues surrounding many 
societal ills as well as international civil rights issues, 
including  Apartheid in South Africa. Their most famed 
production was that of the Tony Award winning South Af-
rican play, “Sizwe Bansi is Dead”. 
 For his efforts, Colbert was selected out of five thou-
sand students in 1976, to become the Stage Manager in 
Washington, D.C. for Smithsonian Institutions’ twelve 
week art and cultural production for the Bi-Centennial 

celebration of the United States. At twenty-three years 
old, he became the co-third ranking manager for the Afri-
can Diaspora section of the Bi-Centennial. In that role, he 
oversaw performing artists, musicians, painters, folk story 
tellers, and a twenty-five member production team with 
selected volunteers in the Diaspora’s production needs 
and the artists’ required services.
 Since then and for forty years, Colbert has owned and 
operated several graphic and print production companies 
and has produced and printed many decorative and fine 
art reproductions for many world renown artist. He has 
produced print production for corporations, associations 
and organizations as one of the few minority printing op-
erations in the country. His graphic design abilities have 
awarded him the opportunity to attract artist, corporate, 
educational and health care professionals as clients. 
 Combining his graphic arts talents with those of illus-
trators, painters and portrait artists, he and his companies 
were able to create magazine layouts, medical drawings 
for educational training, comic book illustrations, chil-
dren’s book drawings, and decorative and fine art repro-
ductions that have been seen and collected around the 
world. His company was one of the early graphic design 
and printing companies selected by Range Rover when 
they brought their cars to the United States and was se-
lected by the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. to produce 
the print production for the 2011 unveiling of the Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Memorial on the National Mall. Col-
bert also created, published and  commissioned the silk 
screen, Letter From Birmingham Jail, by famed artist Jo-
seph Holston for the event.
 In producing this publication and accompanying gi-
clee print, Colbert’s desire is to help attorney’s through 
pro bono efforts take on cases they would not otherwise 
take on as the client may not be able to afford their ser-
vices. Proceeds from the sale of this publication and gi-
clee are earmarked as a donation to legal bar associations 
across the country to aid in the legal support of those 
in need of legal help. Through the probonolegalfund.org 
website, Colbert’s hopes are to assist those in need of le-
gal services obtain those services. This is his way of given 
back to those in need as well as assisting attorney’s build 
their client base through community service. 
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ROBERT 
STENGSTACKE
ABBOTT 

...was born on November 
24, 1870 in St. Simons 
Island, Georgia some be-
lieve while other sources 
give Savannah, Georgia as 
his birthplace. His parents, 
Flora and Thomas Abbott 
were freedman, who had 
been enslaved before the 
American Civil War. Their 
heritage stemmed from the 

Gullah people of The Sea Islands, a chain of tidal and barrier 
islands on the southeastern United States’ seaboard. Located off 
the coasts of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, the islands 
number over one hundred. The people from The Sea Island, are 
of African descent and live their lives in an African lifestyle. 
 Abbotts’s father died when he was a baby. His widowed 
mother remarried a German American immigrant of mixed-race, 
John Sengstacke. John cared for one-year-old Robert as if he were 
his own. Together the couple had seven children and their family 
crossed many racial boundaries. Robert was given the middle 
name Sengstacke to mark his belonging to a German clan.
 The country had become industrialized and educating 
yourself in a trade was a path to a secure Future. Abbott enrolled 
into Hampton Institute (now Hampton University), a historically 
black college in Virginia. Studying the printing trade, he grad-
uated in 1896. While there, he sang with the “Hampton Choir 
and Quartet,” which toured nationally. In 1898, he received his 
Law degree from Kent College of Law, Chicago, Illinois.
 For the next few years, Abbott set up law practices in, In-
diana, Kansas; Georgia, and finally Chicago, where thousands 
of new migrants were arriving from the rural U.S. South. He 
could see the city changes coming and knew he had to place 
his stake in Chicago. In 1905, with an initial investment of $.25, 
equivalent to $800 in 2016 values, Abbott founded The Chicago 
Defender newspaper. With the encouragement of his landlady, 
he began printing in one room of her boardinghouse. He later 
bought her an eight-room house as gratitude.
 Abbott’s community concerns centered on job opportunities 
and social justice. He persuaded blacks to leave the segregated, 
Jim Crow South for Chicago to better themselves. To distrib-
ute his newspapers, he formed a network of African-American 
railroad porters that were highly respected among blacks, and 
began to disseminate information pertinent to the black com-
munity in his columns and editorials.
 Through the sleeping car porters, Abbot was able to cir-
culated his newspapers quickly and in mass. The Defender’s 
circulation grew rapidly reaching 50,000 by 1916; 125,000 by 
1918; and more than 200,000 by the early 1920s. The Chicago 
Defender became the most widely circulated black newspaper 
in the country, known as “America’s Black Newspaper.” Taking 
on causes directly affecting the black community and job re-

lated issued, by 1925, Abbot and others had organized a labor 
union, The Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters. Both are cred-
ited with contributing to the Great Migration of rural southern 
blacks to Chicago.
 Closed out of the political systems, black neighborhood 
schools and other public facilities reserved for blacks were typ-
ically underfunded and ill-maintained. The unconstitutional Jim 
Crow legislation of “separate” but never “equal” imposed on 
blacks by southern racists, Abbott fought to remove as many 
people from those conditions as possible. 
 The industrial centers of the Midwest and North were in 
dire need of workers to help in the manufacturing and infra-
structure production for the increasing U.S. population and the 
war going on in Europe in 1914. The U.S. railway system was  
expanding across the North and the steel industry, both needing 
workers for plant operations and construction, were recruiting 
from all over the country. The Defender served as a vehicle for 
the disenfranchised and oppressed people in the South hope 
and to see a better way of living. Abbott, through his writings 
encouraged people to leave the South for the North. He even set 
a date of May 15, 1917, for what he called ‘The Great Northern 
Drive’ to occur. 
 A defender of human rights, Abbott created nine goals that 
he listed in his, “The Defender’s Bible”. He verses read: 1) Amer-
ican race prejudice must be destroyed; 2) Opening up all trade 
unions to blacks as well as whites; 3) Representation in the Pres-
ident’s Cabinet; 4) Hiring black engineers, firemen, and conduc-
tors on all American railroads, and to all jobs in government; 5) 
Gaining representation in all departments of the police forces 
over the entire United States; 6) Government schools giving pref-
erence to American citizens before foreigners; 7) Hiring black 
motormen and conductors on surface, elevated, and motor bus 
lines throughout America; 8) Federal legislation to abolish lynch-
ing; and 9) full enfranchisement of all American citizens. 
 A member of the Bahá’í Faith, Abbott sought refuge in an 
atmosphere free of race prejudice. He found that even in reli-
gious communities, mixed-race African Americans with light-
er skin sometimes demonstrated prejudice against those who 
were darker. To combat thise, Abbott invented a fictional char-
acter “Bud Billiken” with David Kellum. Form that Abbott es-
tablished the Bud Billiken Club and in 1929 Abbott and Kellum 
founded the Bud Billiken Parade and Picnic. It became and 
today still is an occasion for African Americans to celebrate 
their pride and history.
 In 1919, Illinois Governor Frank Lowden appointed Abbott 
to the state Race Relations Commission. The commission con-
ducted studies about the changes resulting from the Great Mi-
gration; in one period, 5,000 African Americans were arriving 
in the city every week. The Commission collected data to assess 
the population and published the book, The Negro in Chicago.
 Abbott died in 1940 in Chicago of Bright’s disease. He was 
buried in Lincoln Cemetery in Blue Island, Illinois.
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SHEILA
ABDUS-SALAAM

(née Sheila Turner) …was 
born on March 14, 1952 
in Washington, D.C.. She 
grew up in a middle-class 
family and had six sib-
lings. She attended public 
schools before attending 
Barnard College in New 
York City where she com-

pleted her undergraduate degree in 1974. She then enrolled 
into the Columbia Law School, also in New York, where in 
1977, she obtained her law degree. 
 After passing the New York State Bar exam, she accepted 
a position with the Brooklyn Legal Services as a staff attor-
ney representing New York residents that could not afford an 
attorney. She then worked as an Assistant Attorney General 
for the New York State Department of Law in its’ Civil Rights 
Bureau. There, she worked on civil rights and real estate fi-
nancing cases. In one of the first cases that she litigated, she 
was victorious in an anti-discrimination suit against the New 
York City Transit Authority who had denied promotions to 
more than thirty female Transit bus drivers.
 In 1992, Abdus-Salaam was appointed to the New York 
City Civil Court where she served for one year. She was then 
named as a Justice to the New York Supreme Court where 
she would serve for six years. In being named to the Court, 
she became the first African American woman and the first 
Muslim woman to serve on the state’s highest Court. 
 In 2009, then Governor David Paterson appointed Ab-
dus-Salaam as an Associate Justice for the Appellate Divi-
sion, First Judicial Department. She again became a first, the 
first Muslim woman appointed to this Court. In 2013, Gover-
nor Andrew M. Cuomo named her to the New York Court of 
Appeals, once more becoming the first Muslim woman to sit 
on the Court of Appeals.
 As a Judge, Abdus-Salaam served the Courts as a moral 
trailblazer, whose decisions and opinions were fair and just 
to the residents of New York. Having been raised in a work-
ing-class family, she had an understanding and concern for 
the working-class everyday people that came before her in 
the Courts. As a liberal, she many times sided with the im-
poverished and poor and opposed to the more established 
and powerful parties. In cases involving of breach of contract 
brought by a person of menial means against a wealthy cor-
poration, she tended to give the claimant more of the benefit 
in her rulings. When it came to an injured party or a claim 
of misconduct by a wealthier defendant, she favored the 
injured hoping to restore them to a position similar to that 
which they had before the issue arose. As for the mentally ill, 

any grievance brought against the, she was extremely harsh 
on the perpetrator.
 Amongst her peers, she was admired for her candidness. 
Although she did not use her position on the Courts as a 
soapbox for any personal beliefs, she did use her voice as 
a means of addressing issues surrounding the fairness and 
equality in how the Court addressed issues that affected the 
citizens of New York. In her opinions, she had a style of writ-
ing that was restrained and crafted in a way that she could 
make a political point without being political. In some of her 
precedent setting rulings, she was able to hand out decisions 
that were thoughtful and exact.
 In one of her major decisions, in Brooke S.B. v. Elizabeth 
A.C.C., Abdus-Salaam changed a twenty-five year Court rul-
ing related to child custody and visitation rights in the state 
of New York. In her 2016 decision, she was able to assist in 
the overturning of a previous ruling that held that the non-bi-
ological parent in a same-sex marriage or relationship had 
no rights to custody or visitation after a separation from the 
other partner. Citing that in today’s diverse and varied family 
structure, the rule in effect was no longer workable in the 
society in which we live today. The Court was able to expand 
upon the definition of family structure, parental rights, and 
what was best for the overall families involved. She was able 
to give the non-biological parent parental rights if they were 
able to show “clear and convincing evidence that all parties 
agreed to conceive a child and to raise the child together”. 
This monumental ruling gave great opportunities to those 
that otherwise were left in a position to not see children they 
had helped raise and to be involved in their lives.
 Abdus-Salaam, who was married three times, was born 
Sheila Turner. She changed her name to Abdus-Salaam af-
ter marrying her first husband. She would retain his name 
throughout her professional career. After divorcing him, she 
married James Hatcher, the son of Andrew Hatcher who 
founded the organization of the 100 Black Men of America 
and Associate Press Secretary to President John F. Kennedy. 
Her last husband was Gregory A. Jacobs, a Christian minister 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Newark. 
 On April 12, 2017, Abdus-Salaam was found dead, her 
body floating in the Hudson River near Manhattan. She had 
been reported missing from her Harlem home just hours ear-
lier. Showing no signs of foul play, her death was placed 
under investigation by the New York City Police Department. 
She was sixty-five years old.
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JOHN 
ADAMS, JR. 

...was born on August 
14, 1906 in Columbia, 
South Carolina to the 
Reverend John Adams 
Sr. and Hattie (Bow-
man) Adams. His fami-
ly eventually moved to 
Pueblo, Colorado where 
John Jr. attended Pueblo 
High School graduating 

in 1923. After graduation, his family moved to Omaha, 
Nebraska where he enrolled into the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln. At the University, Adams became one of 
the twenty-one (21) black students in attendance. While 
attending the University, as a gifted boxer, Adams placed 
second in the Junior Middle Weight Class (160 pounds) in 
the AAU Mid-Western Senior Boxing Championship.  He 
received his undergraduate degree in 1927.
 Adams continued his studies at the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln where he received his law degree in 
1929. He was the only black in the graduating class of 
that year. After graduation, in April of 1932, Adams en-
listed into the U.S. Army as an infantry officer and served 
in World War II. During his stint in the Army, he rose to 
the rank of Captain and served as a Trial Judge Advocate 
at Camp Knight in Oakland, California.
 After completing his military duties, Adams remained 
in California and began his legal practice specializing in 
real estate law. He soon became involved in California 
politics and began assisting the Republican Party where 
he would assist Ronald Reagan in his pursuit of the Gov-
ernorship of California. Although a Republican and al-
though he assisted Governor Reagan in his Gubernatorial 
bid, during the later Presidential Election, he opted not to 
vote for Reagan, instead casting his vote for Jimmy Carter.
 Adam’s first major campaign for himself came when 
he campaigned for the Nebraska State Legislature as a Re-
publican running in the Tenth District against Democrat 
Edward J Dugan. Unfortunately, he lost that campaign. 
In 1933, Adams teamed with Republican John Andrew 
Singleton, a black dentist, and formed the Consolidated 
Negro Political Organization. A year later, he ran for state 
legislature in the Ninth District Election against incum-
bent Democrat Johnny Owen and Dan Phillips, a local 
policeman. He won that election by 101 votes. 

 In 1936, the Nebraska Legislature proposed chang-
ing the state legislature to a unicameral form of legis-
lature, i.e., a practice of having one legislative branch 
or parliamentary chamber. Adams was opposed to this 
transformation and lobbied against the proposition to no 
avail. Unsuccessful in his stance, he served the 9th Dis-
trict under an expanded territory, which produced more 
white voters and constituents than he had served before. 
Despite having a legislative territory that became over 
80% white, Adams ran in the 1937 election and easily 
defeated his white challenger, Edgar D Thompson with a 
vote of 7,313 votes to 6,681. His victory came due to his 
opposition to increased sales and income taxes. He sup-
ported appointments by the Governor rather than through 
election of judges and supported unemployment insur-
ance practices and funding of education.
 Adams, the first black member of the Nebraska Uni-
cameral, went on to be re-elected in the 1939 and 1941 
elections but lost in the next election to Dr. Harry Fos-
ter after campaigning for modernize the Douglas County 
legislative offices. He was named by the Omaha World 
Herald as one of the most able members of the State Leg-
islature. During his time in the state legislature, he intro-
duced bills that focused on public housing and welfare 
support for his constituents. He was also given the honor 
of serving as Honorary Sergeant-At-Arms during the 1936 
Republican National Convention.
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O OSCAR 
WILLIAM
ADAMS 

...was born on Febru-
ary 7, 1925 in Birming-
ham, Alabama to Oscar 
William Adams and Ella 
Virginia (Eaton) Adams. 
He and his older broth-
er Frank were raised in a 
household that centered 
on both politics and com-
munity awareness. Their 

father, was the publisher of “The Birmingham Reporter”, 
the local African American newspaper and their maternal 
great-grandfather, Frank Threatt, was a state legislator during 
the Reconstruction era serving Alabama’s Marengo County.
 Adams, Jr. attended elementary, junior high and high 
school in the Birmingham Public School system graduat-
ing from A. H. Parker High School. He went on to attend 
Alabama’s Talladega College where he earned a degree in 
Philosophy in 1944. Because of Alabama’s segregated law 
schools, Adams attended Howard University School of Law 
in Washington, D.C. completing his studies in 1947.
 With his law degree in hand, he returned to Alabama 
and was admitted to the Alabama State Bar. In 1949, he mar-
ried Willa Ingersoll and together they had three children. 
Focusing his legal practice on civil rights and labor cases, 
Adams would go on to have a most distinguished legal ca-
reer serving Alabama residents and other national figures for 
over five decades. Some of his most notable clients included 
Fred Shuttlesworth’s Alabama Christian Movement for Hu-
man Rights, Martin Luther King Jr., the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People, and the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, to name a few.
 Adams’ firm took on cases involving school desegre-
gation, discrimination, and voting rights. In 1964, he ar-
gued Armstrong v. Board of Education of City of Birming-
ham, Alabama, which resulted in the forced desegregation 
of Birmingham’s City Schools. In 1969, Adams took on the 
case Terry v. Elmwood Cemetery, a case involving African 
American Vietnam soldier Bill Terry who was killed in ac-
tion during the Vietnam War. Although he had served his 
country valiantly with honors and his life, when his body 
was returned to Alabama with the traditional military escort, 
he was refused interment in Elmwood Cemetery. Another 
African American was denied purchase of a burial plot at 
the cemetery and Adams filed a discrimination suit against 
Elmwood to end the discriminatory and racial practices. 
 Adams became the first African American member of 
the Birmingham Bar Association on July 8, 1966. He op-
erated his own law office for a year 1967 leaving it to join 

practice with a white attorney, Harvey Burg, which created 
Alabama’s first integrated law practice. He remained with 
Burg for two years before joining Ivy League civil right’s law-
yer, James Baker from Philadelphia. Together they founded 
Birmingham’s first African American law firm. They were lat-
er joined by attorney U. W. Clemon and formed the law firm 
of Adams, Baker and Clemon.
 In 1974, Adams acted as counsel to Rush Pettway in 
the case of Pettway v. ACIPCO, (American Cast Iron Pipe 
Company), taking action against Pettway’s employer invok-
ing “acts of racial discrimination in the workplace”. In their 
pleadings, Adams used provisions of Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 as its’ base. The court’s rulings and de-
cree set in motion the elimination of racial restrictions in 
Alabama’s workplaces.
 In 1980, after serving his constituents for more than thir-
ty years, then Alabama Governor Forrest “Fob” James ap-
pointed Adams to the Alabama Supreme Court making him 
the first African American Supreme Court Justice appointed 
and first African American to serve on an appellate court in 
Alabama. In 1982 when he ran for election to a full term, 
he overwhelmingly received the endorsements by members 
of the largest bar associations in the state. He was easily 
elected and became the first African American elected to 
a statewide constitutional office in Alabama. That year, his 
wife Willa died from breast cancer complications. Adams 
would later remarry, this time to Anne-Marie Bradford. To-
gether, they adopted Bradford’s two grandchildren.
 During his tenure on the bench, Adams oversaw many 
cases and notably wrote a special concurrence in the case of 
Beck v. Alabama, a case that upheld Alabama’s death penal-
ty statute making it consistent with Alabama’s constitution. 
The U.S. Supreme Court case ruled that a jury must be al-
lowed to consider lesser included offenses and not just capi-
tal offense or acquittal. Adams would serve on the bench for 
thirteen years retiring in 1993. He joined the Birmingham 
law firm of White, Dunn & Booker (now White, Arnold & 
Dowd). He also served as Co-Chairman of the Second Citi-
zens’ Conference on Judicial Elections and Campaigns. 
 Adams has been given many honors and accolades 
during his illustrious legal career. A school was renamed in 
his honor by the City of Gadsden. In 2005, he was posthu-
mously inducted into the Alabama Lawyers’ Hall of Fame. 
His judicial robe hangs in the Birmingham Civil Rights Insti-
tute serving as a tribute and reminder of the successes of his 
good deeds.
 On February 15, 1997, Oscar William Adams Jr. died 
from complications related to cancer. Ironically, he was bur-
ied in Elmwood Cemetery in Birmingham, the same ceme-
tery that he had taken on years before allowing blacks to be 
buried there. 
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SHEILA
R.
TILLERSON

       ADAMS

...was born on December 
16, 1957 in Washington, 
D.C. Her introduction to 
law began in the seventh 
grade when a African 
American female law-
yer gave a speech at her 
school. From that com-
manding appearance, Ad-

ams knew she wanted to become a lawyer.
 After graduating high school, Adams received her under-
graduate degree In Psychology from Morgan State University 
in Baltimore, Maryland graduating cum laude in 1979. She 
went on to receive her law degree from Howard University 
Law School in 1982. She received a Master of Law degree in 
1987 from Georgetown University, also located in Washing-
ton, D.C..
 After completing her law studies, Adams took a position 
with the Legal Aid Bureau (LAB) providing free legal services 
to low income Maryland residents. Working there for two 
years, she left after earning a Reginald Heber Smith Fellow 
in the Domestic Law Unit for work performed on behalf on 
divorce and adoption cases. Leaving LAB, she took the posi-
tion of Assistant State’s Attorney for  Prince George’s County 
Maryland working in its’ Felony Criminal Trials Division. It 
was not long before she received a promotion to Chief of the 
Sexual Assault/Child Abuse Unit.
 One of her most noted cases as Chief was the prosecu-
tion of Isaac Grey in 1987. Grey had been accused of, while 
impersonating a police officer, stopping women and then 
raping them. Twice tried, the trials twice ended in a dead-
locked jury and a mistrial. In his last accusation of illegally 
pulling women over, he claimed that he had mistaken the 
driver for his ex-wife. Adams tracked down Grey’s ex-wife 
and learned that she was black and not white as the latest 
victim was. She brought the real ex to the trial discrediting 
Grey’s testimony and he was eventually found guilty of the 
crimes on the third try.
 In 1988, for her dedicated work, then Prince George’s 
County Executive Parris Glendening, in a historic move, ap-
pointed Adams as Deputy County Attorney. This appointment 
made Adams the first African-American in the county to hold 
this position. Her appointment carried a five-year term where-
by she was charged with overseeing the contracting and pur-
chasing of the county government’s procurements. She over-
saw the largest construction for the county in its’ infrastructure 
and public facility program expansion. She also served as 
Counsel o the Minority Business Opportunity Commission.

 In 1993, new Governor William Donald Schaefer ap-
pointed Adams to sit as a Judge on the Prince George’s Coun-
ty’s District Court for District 5. Again, Adams made history 
by becoming the first African-American woman Judge in the 
county’s history. By 1996, County Executive Glendening had 
replaced Schaefer as Governor. He again rewarded Adams 
by appointing her to the Seventh Judicial Circuit Court for 
Prince George’s County.
 As a Circuit Court Judge, Adams has presided over sev-
eral noteworthy cases in Maryland. In the 1998 case of Ale-
jandro Jose Grant, Adams sentenced Grant to life in prison 
plus twenty years for the senseless murder of a nineteen year 
old woman. Grant, while riding his bicycle in traffic, the 
young woman accidently hit Grant. After getting out of her 
car to check on him, Grant pulled a gun and shot the woman 
in the head and casually rode away only to be caught soon 
afterwards.
 In 1999, she presided over the case of Ronald Everett 
Strouth. She sentenced Strouth to twenty-five years in prison 
for paying a crack addicted mother $25 to $100 to support 
her habit in exchange for abusing her six-year old son. She 
sentenced the mother to fifteen years.  
 In 2000, in a lawsuit brought against the Safeway grocery 
store chain, a former employee Richard Talley had filed a def-
amation suit alleging that a Safeway Human Resources Man-
ager had published an unsubstantiated sexual harassment 
charge made against Talley. Tally subsequently soon began 
to be harassed, attempted suicide, was admitted to a men-
tal health facility, was fired from his job. A lower court jury 
awarded Talley an $11 million judgment. Adams reversed the 
lower court ruling, reduced the verdict and awarded Talley 
on $2,500 citing that there was not enough evidence to make 
Safeway liable and placed the smaller judgment against the 
the Safeway employee. Her ruling was appealed. 
 Outside of her bench duties, Adams has served on the 
Law Foundation of Prince George’s County, Maryland’s 
Board of Directors. She works to ensure that low income 
county residents who enter the county’s judicial system have 
viable and free representation by connecting lawyers who 
volunteer their time (pro bono) with those needing legal rep-
resentation. Her tireless work  has aided countless state res-
idents in their need of legal help.
 Having received numerous awards and accolades, Ad-
ams has been recognized by Prince George’s County when 
she received the County Attorney’s Recognition Award. The 
National Bar Association honored her with their Outstand-
ing Regional Award. She also received from the Washing-
ton, D.C. Chapter of the Urban League their Outstanding 
Achievement in Government and Politics Award. Adams 
continues to be a leader amongst African American women 
in the legal profession who work to open doors so that others 
may follow in her footsteps.
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ALISIA
MARY
ADAMSON

       
…was born and raised in 
Bradenton, Florida. She 
graduated from Florida 
State University (FSU) in 
Tallahassee, Florida with 
a Bachelor in Science 
degree in Marketing. 
She remained at FSU to 
earn her Juris Doctorate 

degree from the University’s School of Law. 
 While in law school, Adamson served as Vice Pres-
ident Black Law Students Association (BLSA) before be-
coming President of the association. During her Vice 
Presidency, the BLSA was named as the Florida State Uni-
versity Organization of the Year. When she became Presi-
dent, she established a College Student Division of BLSA. 
The Student Division was created to inform undergradu-
ate students considering law school about the application 
process and the life of a law student. The Student Division 
disseminates other relevant information referencing how 
to obtain a law degree. 
 Still in law school, Adamson mentored younger law 
students and pre-law undergraduate students. She was 
selected by the Dean of the Law School to serve on the 
Dean’s Kitchen Cabinet, which she served as the liai-
son between the faculty and the entire student body en-
rolled at the law school. She became a Certified Legal 
Intern with the Public Interest Law Center and as an in-
tern served low income resident with family law issues, 
such as a the dissolving of a marriage, child custody and 
visitation right, injunctions against personal or family vi-
olence, and paternity claims. Adamson also serves her 
clients with court ordered modifications and contempt of 
court citations. 
 After completing her law requirements, Adamson 
took a job as a Public Defender with the Ninth Judicial 
Circuit Court. She served her clients much in the same 
way she had done at the Public Interest Law Center. As a 
Public Defender, she worked toward taking a client to tri-
al as opposed to look for a settlement agreement. During 
her time with the Court, she honed her skills and learned 
from other lawyers as they prepared and presented their 
cases. She soon built a reputation of honest and fair liti-
gations and won several difficult and complicated cases.
 Adamson currently serves as a partner at Hylton Ad-
amson Watson, PLLC, (HAWM) in Orlando, Florida and 

specializes in criminal defense. She has been able to 
brand her HAWM acronyms as “HAVING an ATTORNEY 
WHEN it MATTERS”. She serves as a legal analyst for sev-
eral local and national TV news and broadcast stations 
and appears regularly as a legal expert for CFNews13. 
She served as the station’s legal expert during the infa-
mous Trayvon Martin vigilante killing case. 
 In 2012, Ms. Adamson served as a panelist for the 
“Hang your Own Shingle” seminar held at the National 
Black Law Students Association’s Annual Convention. In 
her remarks, she urged for more young lawyers entering 
the field look at beginning their own practice as opposed 
to the cooker cutter boxed legal practices of the main 
stream and larger law firms that may offer a higher salary 
to begin their careers. In her own right and as a young 
attorney, Adamson has litigated over fifty jury trials in-
volving cases from misdemeanor traffic tickets to felony 
criminal cases. 
 Adamson serves as a member of the Executive Board 
of the Young Lawyers Section for the Orange County 
Bar Association. She also served as the Co-Chair of the 
Backpack Project, whereby a school supplies drive was 
produced for one of Central Florida’s most economical-
ly disadvantaged schools. In taking concern and care of 
children, Adamson coaches 3rd and 4th graders basket-
ball and mentors other youth on weekends. 
 Adamson is a Title I sponsor with the Orange Coun-
ty Public School System and is called upon regularly to 
speak to youth at various schools teaching them their le-
gal rights and how to avoid the criminal justice system al-
together. She is also a member of the Central Florida Asso-
ciation for Women Lawyers. In addition, Adamson serves 
as a member of the Seminole Club of Greater Orlando.
  Adamson, for her service to the legal profession, has 
been recognized by the National Bar Association, as one 
of its’ “Nation’s Best Advocates”. She was named as a 
National Top 40 Lawyers Under 40 by IMPACT. The orga-
nization, Helping Young People Excel (H.Y.P.E.) presented 
her with its’ Unsung Hero Award for her dedication and 
commitment to her community. 
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MARILYN
VIRGINIA
YARBROUGH

              AINSWORTH

…was born on Aug. 
31, 1945 in Bowling 
Green, Kentucky to 
Merca L. Toole and 
William O. Yarbrough. 
When she was very 
young, Ainsworth’s fam-
ily moved to Raleigh, 

North Carolina where she would graduate from J.W. Li-
gon High School. She enrolled into Virginia State Univer-
sity in Petersburg, Virginia where she earned her Bache-
lor’s degree in 1962. 
 After law school, Ainsworth took a job as an engineer 
at International Business Machines (IBM). She later took 
a position with the Westinghouse Aerospace and Defense 
Center. She was an engineer at Westinghouse also.
 Ainsworth decided to complete her requirements for 
her law degree and entered the University of California, 
Los Angeles (UCLA) Law School where, in 1973, she re-
ceived her law degree. Ainsworth paid for her law degree 
tuition from winnings won from daytime TV game shows, 
Concentration, The Match Game, and The Hollywood 
Squares Show. In winning all three shows, she was able to 
pay for her full law tuition.
 After leaving law school, Ainsworth took a teaching 
fellow position at Boston College in Boston, Massachu-
setts. In accepting the job, she became the first African 
American woman to teach law at a major university’s law 
school. She then joined the faculty of Kansas University’s 
School of Law in Lawrence, Kansas as an Associate Pro-
fessor.  In 1981, she was named full professor. In 1983, 
Ainsworth would serve as Associate Vice Chancellor for 
Research and Graduate Studies at the university. She 
would serve in that role for four years. In 1986, Ainsworth 
was named President of the Law School Admissions 
Council. She would serve as President for two years. 
 In 1987, Ainsworth left the University of Kansas mov-
ing to the University of Tennessee Law School in Knoxville 
(UT). At UT, she served as the Dean of the law school. As 
Dean, she was the first African American woman to serve 
as Dean of a major university in the South. She would 
serve as Dean until 1991.
 Leaving Tennessee, Ainsworth became Chair of the 
William J. Maier Jr. School of Law at West Virginia Uni-
versity in Morgantown, West Virginia. She then took a po-

sition as the William Rand Kenan Jr. Visiting Professor of 
Law at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
In 1993, she would become a full-time faculty member. 
A year later, she became Provost of the school where she 
served for two years.
 While serving the many universities that she did, 
Ainsworth also gave of her time and services to several 
associations, legal organization’s, social, and community 
based groups. She served as was Executive Director of 
the Black Law Journal and was a member of the Pulitzer 
Prize Board to the American Bar Association’s work on 
legal education. She served on the Infractions Committee 
of the NCAA and for Kenyon College she was a Board of 
Trustees member.
 For many years, Ainsworth gave great support to the 
United Way of America. While she was in Lawrence, 
Kansas, she served as the Board President. While she was 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, she served on the local United 
Way’s Board as well. She was a member of the Council to 
Duke Chapel and was President of the congregation at the 
Altar Guild for three years.
 In becoming one of the first African American women 
to achieve her accomplishments, Ainsworth laid ground-
work for future women that wanted to enter the field of 
law, be able to do so. She broke down barriers long de-
nied to women of any color. In obtaining her position of 
power in the South during a time when segregation was 
the norm, Ainsworth was able to ease some of the ten-
sion as she taught the color of the law. Ainsworth would 
also be designated a distinguished law professor at Duke 
University in Durham, North Carolina and the University 
of North Carolina in Chapel Hill. Recognized as a great 
leader for the causes of women and African Americans, 
Ainsworth walked a path that no other had trod before. 
 Marilyn Virginia Yarbrough Ainsworth died on March 
9, 2004. She was fifty-eight years old.
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ADJOA
A.
AIYETORO

…received her Bache-
lor of Arts degree from 
Clark University in 
Atlanta, Georgia. She 
obtained her Juris Doc-
torate degree from the 
Saint Louis University 
School of Law in St. 

Louis, Missouri. She began her legal career working as 
a staff attorney for the United States Department of Jus-
tice’s Civil Rights Division. She served as staff attorney in 
the Special Litigation Section where she litigated cases 
involving the rights of prisoners and other institutional-
ized U.S. citizens. As an expert on prisoner rights, she 
joined the American Civil Liberties Union’s (ACLU) Na-
tional Prison Project. She remained with the project for 
eleven years, leaving in 1992.
 After leaving the National Prison Project, Aiyetoro 
worked as a social worker and served as the Supervisor 
for the Malcolm Bliss Community Mental Health Center’s 
Model Cities’ outpatient program. She then became the Ex-
ecutive Director of the National Conference of Black Law-
yers. She would later become the Director of Administra-
tion for the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation, Inc..
 In 1995, Aiyetoro served as a consultant to the Law-
yers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law and organized 
the Committee’ 1995 delegation to the United Nations 
Beijing Conference on Women. She represented the Wom-
en’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) 
at the beginning meetings held for the World Conference 
Against Racism (WCAR) in South Africa and served as the 
Chief Legal Consultant for the National Coalition of Blacks 
for Reparations in America (N’COBRA). Aiyetoro then 
joined the faculty of the University of Arkansas at Little 
Rock (UALR) William H. Bowen School of Law.
 In 2011, Aiyetoro served as the inaugural Director of 
UALR’s Institute on Race and Ethnicity. The Institute’s mis-
sion is “to seek racial and ethnic justice in Arkansas by 
remembering and understanding the past, informing and 
engaging the present, and shaping and defining the fu-
ture”. She served as Director, however, for only one year. 
 Aiyetoro then became a Professor of Law and the Di-
rector of the Racial Disparities in the Arkansas Criminal 
Justice System. She was charged with developing a team 
to research hundreds of records of Arkansas prisoners and 

to determine the reasons for the significant racial dispar-
ities within the state’s criminal justice system. The study 
showed that there indeed were racial disparities in prison-
er’s sentences in Arkansas. To make an attempt to correct 
the disparity, a conference was held and sponsored by 
the Racial Disparities Project’s Steering Committee where 
legislation was developed to create support for the racial 
impacts highlighted in the report.
 Aiyetoro served as a Board member of the Arkansas 
Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty. While working 
with this coalition, she was able to successfully convince 
the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee to hold a special 
hearing on the death penalty. She assisted in the introduc-
tion of a death penalty abolition bill that was voted “do 
pass” that came out of the Committee. That was the first 
time any Arkansas legislative committee had endorsed 
such a bill since 1968. 
 Aiyetoro has also worked on recognizing and com-
memorating civil rights history as well as raising aware-
ness on issues of race in Arkansas. She has served as a 
leading voice in the struggle to end racial disparities in 
the Arkansas and the national criminal justice system. In 
that regard, she organized a one-day conference held in 
Pulaski County entitled, “Arkansas Media, Race and Eth-
nicity: Accountability, Responsibility and Opportunity”. 
 Aiyetoro then organized a forum that honored the 
55th Anniversary of the Little Rock Nine. For her dedi-
cated work to the legal field, Aiyetoro was honored by 
Washington University’s George Warren Brown School 
of Social Work’s, “Distinguished Alumni Award”. The Ar-
kansas chapter of the ACLU presented Aiyetoro with its’ 
“Civil Libertarian of the Year Award”. 
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PAMELA
G.
ALEXANDER

…received her Bache-
lor of Arts degree from 
Augsburg College in 
Minneapolis, Minneso-
ta in 1974. She earned 
her Juris Doctorate de-
gree in 1977 from the 
University of Minnesota 

Law School also located in Minneapolis. While obtaining 
her law degree, Alexander worked as a law clerk at the 
Neighborhood Justice Center and the Legal Rights Center. 
She also worked for one year as a Trust Administrator at 
First Bank.
 In 1978, Alexander took a job as a criminal defense 
attorney with the Legal Rights Center. After two years at 
the Center, she left the Center taking a job as a prosecutor 
with the Hennepin County Attorney’s office in the Crim-
inal Division. Three years later, in 1983, then Governor 
Rudy Perpich appointed Alexander as a Judge to Minne-
sota’s Fourth Judicial District in Hennepin County. She 
became the youngest person to be named to the Court 
and also was the first African American woman to be ap-
pointed.
 In 1986, the Hennepin County Municipal Court and 
the County’s District Court merged and Alexander be-
came a member of the District Court. She again became 
the first African American woman to sit on the District 
Court bench. She was re-elected to the bench in the next 
three general elections, 1990, 1996, and 2002. During 
that time, she served as the Assistant Chief Judge as well 
as the Presiding Judge over the Juvenile Division.
 In 2008, Alexander became the President of the 
Council on Crime and Justice. She was re-appointed to 
the Fourth Judicial District Court on March 1, 2013. She 
will remain on the bench until her term ends in January of 
2021.
 Alexander has taught as an Adjunct Professor of Law 
at William Mitchell College of Law in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
now the Mitchell Hamline School of Law. She also taught 
at the University of St. Thomas Law School. While teach-
ing at St. Thomas, Alexander was given recognition and 
received the law school’s Dean’s Award for Outstanding 
Teaching.
 Alexander has served as a member of the Children’s 
Defense Fund, the Juvenile Judges Leadership Council, 

and the Minneapolis Foundation Board of Trustees. She 
has also served as a member of the Minnesota Supreme 
Court’s Equal Fairness in the Courts Committee, sits on 
the Board of Directors of the Minneapolis Children’s Hos-
pital & Clinic, the Emma Howe Memorial Foundation, 
and Way to Grow. In addition, Alexander has served as 
the Chair of the Governance Committee to the Executive 
Committee of the Minneapolis Foundation.
 Alexander has been given many awards and citations 
including being named by the Minneapolis/St. Paul Busi-
ness Journal as one of the Twin Cities’ top minority cor-
porate executives. She has received a Woman of Courage 
Award from the Emmett Till Legacy Foundation and the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People’s Profiles in Courage Award. In addition, Alexan-
der received the Toastmasters International Communica-
tion and Leadership Award for her outstanding service to 
the Minneapolis and St. Paul communities.
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ELRETA
ALEXANDER-
RALSTON,

       MELTON

...was born Elreta Nar-
cissus Melton on March 
21, 1919 in Smithfield, 
North Carolina to Joseph 
C. and Alian A. Reyn-
olds Melton. Her father 
was a Baptist minister 
and her mother was a 

schoolteacher. Raised by stout middle class parents who 
believed in higher education as an essential ingredient 
to a successful life, she grew up with the understanding 
of her parents that she must stand against and not take 
part in any form of racial injustices as she was a the de-
scendant of two white grandparents. Instead, her parents 
taught her how to be a leader in the community.
 An exceptional student, Alexander graduated at the 
age of nineteen with a Bachelor of Arts degree from North 
Carolina Agricultural and Technical University in 1937. 
After completing her course studies there, she enrolled 
into Columbia Law School where she became the first Af-
rican-American woman to graduate from the law school. 
Returning to North Carolina to begin her legal practice, 
she earned the distinction of becoming the first Afri-
can-American woman to practice law in North Carolina.
 Setting up her law practice in Greensboro, it did not 
take her long to begin her successful career. She took on 
the case of Charles Yoes, who along with three other men 
were charged with the rape of a white woman, Mary Lou 
Marion. At the time, the trial became the longest running 
trial in Guilford County, North Carolina’s history. The trial 
was credited with changing the County’s jury selection 
procedures.
 Alexander began to take on more cases that centered 
on racial inequality and the Jim Crow segregation laws 
that controlled the everyday lives of blacks. She was an 
avid opponent of laws that affected inter-racial relation-
ships and racial bias as she was of mixed race herself. 
She took on cases involving sexual assault, drug posses-
sion, and juvenile offenders. She once even represented 
members of the Ku Klux Klan. Her aim was to steer the 
KKK members away from their evil deeds in attempts to 
have the ”drift away from the fold.” A gifted writer, Al-
exander penned a poetry book, “When is a Man Free?” 
which dealt with the meaning of freedom to mankind and 
individuals.

 In 1968, Alexander ran and became the first Afri-
can-American woman to be elected a District Court 
Judge. As a sitting Judge, she developed a controversial 
program, Judgment Day, which focused on first-time of-
fenders and the rehabilitation of the young offenders. 
Her 1974 bid for North Carolina’s Supreme Court Chief 
Justice was unsuccessful, losing to white Republican to 
James Newcomb who in turn lost his bid to Democrat Su-
sie Sharp, who became the first elected female State Su-
preme Court Chief Justice in the United States. Although 
she lost the election for Chief Justice, Alexander’s loss 
began the process of making changes to North Carolina’s 
judicial election requirements.
 Alexander’s own family life was not without heart-
ache and some strife as her only son from her first mar-
riage to Dr. Girardeau “Tony” Alexander, a prominent 
surgeon at Greensboro’s L. Richardson Hospital, a seg-
regated hospital for African Americans, had been diag-
nosed with schizophrenic in his teenage years. Girardeau, 
III was institutionalized and placed in and out of several 
psychiatric facilities during the couples’ troubled thir-
ty-year marriage. They divorced in 1968 and a year later 
they Judge married John Ralston, a white, retired Internal 
Revenue Service Officer that was ten years older than she, 
assuming the name Elreta Alexander Ralston.
 On March 14, 1998, Judge Alexander Ralson died. 
She was seventy-nine years old. Her dying request was 
that there be no funeral held and no pomp and circum-
stance celebrations. She was cremated and her ashes 
were buried in a small grove behind a Greensboro nurs-
ing home. Her legacy stands strong in the fact that her life 
was dedicated to the causes she felt dear to her heart. Al-
though she was not a popular advocate of Civil Rights is-
sues of the time, without doubt her accomplishments and 
dedication to challenging the status quo of the segregated 
South has influenced many to follow in her footsteps. A 
brilliant, tough and fair Judge, Elreta Melton Alexander 
Ralson was a pioneer who made life changing decisions 
for many while always protecting the civil rights of those 
that came before her.
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SADIE
TANNER
MOSSELL

       ALEXANDER

…was born on January 
2, 1898 in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania to Mary Lou-
isia Tanner and Albert Mos-
sell II. Alexander grew up 
in a family steeped with 
historical significance, ar-
tistic appreciation, and a 
civic duty to the communi-
ty in which they lived. Her 

grandfather, Bishop Benjamin Tucker, was a part of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, which was founded in Philadel-
phia. Her uncle, Henry Ossawa Tanner, a 19th century painter, 
was the first African American artist to reach international ac-
claim after being accepted in France’s artistic circles. Her aunt, 
Hallie Tanner Johnson, was a physician credited with establish-
ing the Nurse’s School and Hospital at the Tuskegee Institute in 
Alabama and another uncle, Nathan Francis Mossell, was the 
first African American graduate to graduate from the University 
of Pennsylvania School of Medicine.
 Alexander, during her teenage years, lived Washington, 
D.C. with her uncle, Lewis Baxter Moore, who was a Dean at 
Howard University and the first African American to earn a Doc-
tor of Philosophy from the University of Pennsylvania. Alexan-
der attended high school in what is now known as Dunbar High 
School graduating in 1915. She returned to the city of her birth 
to attend the University of Pennsylvania majoring in Econom-
ics. She completed her studies in 1918. Pursuing her graduate 
degree, she remained at the University to earn her Master’s de-
gree within one year. She was awarded the prestigious Francis 
Sergeant Pepper fellowship, which allowed her to continue her 
doctorial studies. 
 On June 15, 1921, Alexander became the second African 
American woman to receive a Ph.D. in the United States after 
Georgiana Rose Simpson had done so. Simpson had received 
her Ph.D. in German from the University of Chicago the day 
before. Alexander earned her Ph.D. in Economics, which made 
her the first African American woman to receive the degree in 
her field of study.
 Unable to find work in Philadelphia, Alexander, still Mos-
sell then, moved to Durham, North Carolina where she took a 
job working for North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Company, 
a black owned insurance company. She would stay in North 
Carolina for two years. In 1923, after marrying Raymond Pace 
Alexander, who she had met in law school, the two of them 
moved back to Philadelphia. 
 After applying to the University of Pennsylvania Law School 
and being accepted, Alexander became the first African Ameri-
can woman ever admitted to the law school. Upon completion 
of her law studies, she became the first African American wom-
an to receive a law degree from the University of Pennsylvania 
Law School. She was also the first African American woman to 
pass the Pennsylvania State Bar. Ironically, her father, Aaron Al-

bert Mossell II, had been the first African American to graduate 
from the same law school years before.
 Prior to earning her doctorate degree, Alexander had served 
as the first National President of the Delta Sigma Theta, a sorori-
ty comprised of African American women, serving from 1919 to 
1923. After completing her studies and passing the Pennsylvania 
Bar, she began practicing law with her husband, Raymond Pace 
Alexander, a graduate of Harvard’s Law School in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. He would go on to become a Judge in the Court 
of Common Pleas in Philadelphia. Together, they specialized in 
estate and family law.
 In 1928, Alexander was appointed as Assistant City Solicitor 
for the City of Philadelphia, the first African American woman to 
hold that position. She served for two years before returning to 
private practice. She returned to the job in 1934 and served for 
another four years. 
 Alexander again returned to private practice. In 1943, she 
was elected as the Secretary of the National Bar Association, the 
first woman to serve the organization in that capacity. Active 
in civil rights issues during that time, in 1946, Alexander was 
appointed by then President Harry S. Truman to the Presiden-
tial Committee on Civil Rights. In the Committee’s report to the 
President, the gap between American ideals and those that were 
practiced were cited.
 In 1952, she accepted an appointment to the Commission 
on Human Relations for the City of Philadelphia where she 
would serve for the next sixteen years. During that time, she 
served on then John F. Kennedy Lawyer’s Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law. In 1959, when her husband was appointed as 
a Judge to the Court of Common Pleas in Philadelphia, Alexan-
der ran their law offices alone. 
 Alexander would operate her law offices for the next sev-
eral years until 1976, when she closed the law firm. She joined 
the offices of Atkinson, Myers, and Archie as a General Counsel 
where she would remain until her retirement. In her last ap-
pointment, in 1981, she would serve then President Jimmy Car-
ter as Chairwoman of the White House Conference on Aging. 
 Alexander gave of her self to several civil organizations, 
civic associations, and political entities while practicing law. 
She assisted the American Civil Liberties Union, the Americans 
for Democratic Action and was a Board member of the National 
Urban League.  
 Alexander wrote several articles on topics surrounding 
women’s rights. In her “Negro Women in Our Economic Life”, 
published in the Urban League’s Opportunity Magazine, she 
advocated black women’s employment issues. She supported 
the integration of labor unions, government regulation of public 
utilities, and the regulation of the securities market. 
 Honored by many, Alexander received the “Woman of the 
Year Award” from the National Urban League, an Honorary 
Doctorate from the University of Pennsylvania, (she received a 
total of seven from different law schools), a school named after 
her in Philadelphia, and a Professorship named in the name of 
her and her husband, Raymond.
 Sadie Tanner Mossell Alexander died of pneumonia as a 
complication from Alzheimer’s disease on November 1, 1989. 
She was ninety-one years old.
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CLLIFORD
LEOPOLD 
ALEXANDER, JR.

...was born on Septem-
ber 21, 1933 in New 
York City to Clifford 
Leopold Alexander and 
his wife. He attend-
ed the private schools 
of Ethical Culture and 
Fieldston. First graduat-

ing cum laude from Harvard College in 1955, and then 
Yale’s Law School in 1958, Alexander enlisted in the New 
York National Guard and served for a short period with 
the 369th Field Artillery Battalion at Fort Dix, New Jersey.
 In 1959, he married Adele Logan who became a pro-
fessor at George Washington University specializing in 
African-American history. They had a daughter, Elizabeth 
Alexander and son Mark C. Alexander). After being ad-
mitted to the bar, he began to practicedlaw in New York 
City. For two years, Alexander served as an Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney for New York County. He became Executive 
Director of the Manhattanville Hamilton Grange Neigh-
borhood Conservation Project. He next served as Program 
and Executive Director of Harlem Youth Opportunities. 
 During the John F. Kennedy administration of 1963, 
Alexander was called to serve as a Foreign Affairs Officer 
in Washington, D.C., on the National Security Council 
staff. From that appointment, he served as Deputy Special 
Assistant to President Lyndon B. Johnson, Associate Spe-
cial Counsel, and Deputy Special Counsel on the White 
House staff. Alexander’s next appointment was as Chair-
man of the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission in 1967. In 1968, after being appointed as Secial 
Representative of the President, he headed the U.S. del-
egation to the Kingdom of Swaziland independence day 
ceremonies. 
 After Republican Richard M. Nixon was elected to 
the presidency, Alexander left government service. He 
practiced law with the Washington firm of Arnold and 
Porter from 1969 to 1975. He became a television news 
commentator in Washington, D.C., from 1972 to 1976 
and taught law at Howard University from 1973 to 1974. 
In 1974, he unsuccessfully ran for Mayor of the District of 
Columbia.
 After the defeat, Alexander returned to practicing law. 
In 1975, he became a partner in the law firm of Verner, 
Liipfert, Bernhard, McPherson and Hand. In 1977, under 

the Carter Administration, he returned to public service 
taking on the position as Secretary of the Army serving 
from February 14, 1977, to January 20, 1981 the first Af-
rican American ever to occupy this cabinet-level posi-
tion. He had the responsibility for a budget of more than 
$33 billion. During that time, his focus was to make the 
all-volunteer Army Better. He stressed programs to en-
hance professionalism, he placed emphasis on the award-
ing of contracts to minority businesses, and he worked to 
fulfill the federal government’s diversity commitment. He 
was opposed to the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy calling 
for its’ repeal by Congress. 
 In 1981, he formed the consulting firm of Alexander 
and Associates becoming its’ President. His firm has con-
sulted with numerous Fortune 500 companies promoting 
effective recruitment of minorities and women. While 
practicing law, Alexander has served on the Board of Di-
rectors for American Home Products Corporation, MCI 
Worldcom, IMS Health, and Mutual of America.  He was 
also been a member of the Board of Governors for the 
American Stock Exchange. 
 When Dun & Bradstreet Corporation’s Chief Exec-
utive Officer retired in 1999, Alexander was chosen to 
oversee the operations of their 1.97 billion dollar compa-
ny and to head the search for a permanent CEO.
 A member of Omega Psi Phi fraternity, Clifford Leo-
pold Alexander, Jr., is proud of his achievements, proud 
of the legacy that he leaves behind and so very proud of 
his daughter Elizabeth Alexander who became a poet and 
Professor of English at Yale University and  his son Mark 
C. Alexander who became a law professor at Seton Hall 
University. 
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RAYMOND
PACE
ALEXANDER

…was born on October 
13, 1898 in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania to Virginia 
Pace and Hillard Boone 
Alexander. Both of his 
parents were born into 
slavery in Mecklenburg, 
Virginia but were freed in 
1965 with the signing of 
the Emancipation Proc-
lamation. The family left 

the South and moved to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1880 to 
make a better life for themselves. 
 Alexander grew up in Philadelphia’s working class Seventh 
Ward, an all black community. The Ward became nationally 
recognized when famed historian and sociologist, W.E.B. Du 
Bois showcased the Ward in his seminal published work, “The 
Philadelphia Negro”, in 1899. Both Alexander’s father and his 
uncle were businessmen. They shared a business that gave 
horseback riding lessons to some of the wealthiest whites in 
Philadelphia. The money they earned allowed the family to live 
in the more “well-to-do” white section of the city.
 The business flourished for almost twenty years until more 
and more blacks became “middle-class” and their white cus-
tomers did not feel the need to patronize black business as they 
had done before, and the horse business failed. Alexander’s 
mother also died suddenly. Unable to support the family, he 
and his four siblings were forced to move in with an aunt and 
uncle in a black neighborhood in North Philadelphia.
 He attended the prestigious all boys and mostly white Cen-
tral High School where he was an exceptional student. He was 
the first black Editor of the school newspaper, a gifted athlete, 
and a star on the track team. As the Editor of the newspaper, he 
attended a lecture given by historian Carter G. Woodson, who 
had just received his Ph.D. from Harvard, entitled, “A Stranger 
in the House”. In his lecture, Woodson illustrated the contribu-
tions of African Americans to American history and to the world 
stage, which elevated Alexander’s consciousness and gave a 
confidence he did not have before. At Central High, the white 
teachers had not given him any support in that manner before.
 As Alexander finished high school, as class Valedictorian, 
his grades earned him a scholarship to the University of Penn-
sylvania where he studied Economics. Although he lived and 
attended school in the North, Southern racism was alive and 
well. Black students were not allowed to eat in the school’s caf-
eteria. In his junior year of college, he and several friends were 
prevented from entering a movie theater because they were 
black. Alexander began to question the Manager of the theater 
in Spanish. The Manager allowed them into the theater after 
stating, “They are not Niggers. We just don’t allow niggers”. It 
was then that Alexander decided to become a lawyer.
 Completing his undergraduate degree in three and a half 
years, in 1920, Alexander became the first black graduate of 

the Wharton School of Business. He then enrolled into Harvard 
University Law School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Harvard 
too had segregated facilities and organizations. Alexander and 
other black students formed their own organizations, including 
the Paul Lawrence Dunbar Society and the Nile Club. Alexan-
der earned his law degree in 1923.
 He returned to Philadelphia where he promptly passed the 
Pennsylvania Bar. His goal was to end segregation in Philadel-
phia. He married Saddie Tanner Mossell, whom he had met 
while in college. She was the first African American woman to 
receive a Ph.D. in Economics in the United States. 
 At the time, there were only thirteen black lawyers in Phil-
adelphia. In one of his first cases, he defended a black woman, 
Louise Thomas on appeal, who had been charged with murder-
ing a black police officer. Found guilty in her first trial, Alexan-
der retried the case. During the trial, Alexander, a passionate 
and gifted speaker, delivered the facts in a way that made some 
members of the all white jury cry. He won an acquittal for Ms. 
Thomas. His name grew rapidly and his case load increased 
tremendously.
 He won larger personal injury cases against the Philadel-
phia Transit Authority (PTA). Prior to Alexander taking on cases 
against the PTA, no matter the extent of an injury caused by 
PTA negligence, the cap for compensation or “the black fee” 
was $50. Alexander was able to win settlements of four and five 
figures for his clients.
 Alexander began to fight racism and discrimination when-
ever and wherever it raised its’ head. He sued hotels, theaters, 
restaurants or any other establishment that refused to serve Af-
rican Americans. He became the lead attorney in the fight for 
school desegregation. In 1932, the City of Berwyn, a suburb of 
Philadelphia built a new segregated school. Many of the black 
parents refused to enroll their children because it was a seg-
regated school. Some were even jailed for their refusals. The 
parents hired Alexander and with the help of the International 
Labor Defense (ILD) they began a boycott of the school. The 
school was eventually desegregated and Alexander’s reputation 
soared even higher.
 Alexander’s cases became even more high profile. He de-
fended sixteen-year-old Thomas Mattox from Georgia that had 
been accused of injuring a white driver there. He argued to a 
Philadelphia judge that if the sixteen year old were to be ex-
tradited back to Georgia, he would be hanged. He represented 
two of six black men accused of murdering a white storeowner 
in Trenton, New Jersey. He won acquittals for them. Two of the 
other defendants were acquitted as well.
 Alexander then threw his hat into the political ring. He ran 
and was elected to the City Council and served for eight years. 
As a Councilman, he fought to integrate Girard College, a pri-
vate white school for male orphans. In 1959, then Pennsylvania 
Governor George Leader appointed Alexander to the Court of 
Common Pleas. He became the first African American to be 
appointed to the Court. He was elected to a full ten-year term in 
the next election.
 Judge Raymond Pace Alexander remained on the Court of 
Common Pleas until his untimely death. True to his word of liti-
gating cases on behalf of his community, he died on November 
24, 1974 at his desk in his law office. 
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CHERYL
LYNN
ALLEN

…is a native of Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania. 
His received her under-
graduate degree from 
Penn State University 
in State College, Penn-
sylvania in 1969. She 
earned her Juris Doc-
torate degree in 1975 

from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law in her 
hometown of Pittsburgh.
 While earning her law degree, Allen served as an el-
ementary school teacher teaching in the Pittsburgh public 
school system. In her first professional legal job, Allen 
served as a staff attorney for Pittsburgh’s Neighborhood 
Legal Service. After a year there, she became a staff attor-
ney for the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission. 
That same year, Allen entered private practice where she 
would practice law for thirteen years.
 In 1977, Allen took a job as a staff attorney with Penn-
sylvania’s Allegheny County working in its’ Law Depart-
ment. After serving for three years as a staff attorney for 
the County, Allen earned a merit selection appointment 
as a Judge for the Allegheny County Court of Common 
Pleas. In the 1991 general election, she won a full ten-
year term on her own merits. In 2001, she was re-elected 
to a second ten-year term. Seven years later, Judge Allen 
was elevated to a judgeship in the Pennsylvania Superior 
Court. In 2015, Allen made a run for a seat on the bench 
of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania but was unsuccess-
ful, receiving only 13.9% of the votes. She then retired 
from the Superior Court of Pennsylvania.
 Judge Allen has served on many civic and legal asso-
ciations during her legal career. She is the co-founder of 
Women Without Walls (WWW). WWW is a ministry hav-
ing a mission to promote unity among women from dif-
ferent cultural and denominational backgrounds. She has 
served as a member to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
Juvenile Court Judges Commission, as a Board member to 
the Pittsburgh Leadership Foundation, as a Board mem-
ber to the Hosanna House, and as a Board member of 
the Cornerstone Television network. Judge Allen has also 
served as a Trustee to Waynesburg University in Waynes-
burg, Pennsylvania. In addition, she has served as an Ad-

visory Board member to National Regional Church CARE 
and the Child Watch and Court Appointment Special Ad-
vocates (CASA).
 Judge Allen has been given many awards and cita-
tions during legal career. A few of those awards include:

– University of Pittsburgh, Alumni of the Year, 1999
– University of Pittsburgh, Women’s Law Association,

Woman of the Year, 2002
– Second Chance Inc., Women of Standard Award,

2004
– CASA Volunteer Recognition Award, 2004
– Allegheny County Bar Association, Juvenile Justice

Award, 2004
– Juvenile Court Judges Commission Award, 2004
– Pennsylvania Commission for Women, Woman’s 

History Month Award, 2005
– Greater Pittsburgh YWCA, Tribute to Women 

Award, 2006
– Three Rivers Youth Nellie Leadership Award, 2006
– Celebrate & Share Woman of Achievement Honor 

Award, 2008
– Camp Fire USA Incredible Kid Day Breakfast of 

Champions, 2008
– The Legal Intelligencer & Pennsylvania Law 

Weekly Women of the Year, 2008
– New Pittsburgh Courier’s Women of Excellence 

Award, 2008
– Geneva College Serving Leader Award 2015
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GEORGE
W.
ALLEN

…was born on March 3, 
1936 in Sanford, Florida 
to Lessie Mae Williams 
and Fletcher Allen al-
though he was raised by 
his mother and stepfa-
ther, Bruce Brown. In his 
early years, Allen as did 
all of the black children 

in Sanford, would attend school part time. During the 
winter months, the schools were closed as all able-bod-
ied people had to work the farms harvesting celery. Every-
one had to work the fields or stand the chance of being 
arrested.
 He began his formal education at the segregated Mid-
way Elementary and Junior High School but graduated in 
1954 from Crooms High School. He matriculated to Flor-
ida A&M University in Tallahassee, Florida intending on 
becoming a physician. After acting in a school play as a 
lawyer, he changed his major. 
 Allen received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Political 
Science, minoring in Economics in 1958. He was accept-
ed to both Harvard University’s Law School in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts and the University of California at Berke-
ley. Turning down both, he decided to stay in Florida and 
to integrate the state school there. He enrolled into the 
University of Florida Law School in Gainesville, Florida 
to earn his J.D. degree. He was the first African American 
to graduate from the law school.
 At the University, blacks could not live in student 
housing and racial threats were constant. Allen would 
sometimes get death threat telephone calls. Not afraid, 
he would tell them to “go to hell” and hang up. His fa-
ther had given him a rifle instructing him that if the racist 
whites came to his house, to shoot them. Allen did not 
believe in non-violence. His motto was, “You bother me. 
I’m violent”.
 He was told that he didn’t belong at the school and 
even got into a few fistfights with white students that dis-
respected him. Allen never considered calling it quits. He 
instead decided to study with determination and to out-
smart them. He set his goals on graduation and never lost 
eyesight of that goal.
 Once, while studying for his law degree, he paid a 
visit to the public library to conduct some research. He 

was told that he couldn’t go into the public library for it 
was for whites only. Defiantly, he ignored the directive, 
entered the library and found the books that he needed, 
sat down and began to do his research. Although he got 
stares, scowls, and whispers, no one approached him. He 
was not afraid and those staring and scowling, seemed to 
know that.
 Allen then enlisted into the U.S. Army to serve his 
two-year mandatory service requirement to the govern-
ment. He served as a Special Agent in the Counter Intel-
ligence Corps. He left the Army with an Honorable Dis-
charge having risen to the rank of First Lieutenant.
 Having grown up in segregated schools and experi-
encing some racism in the military, returning to Florida, 
Allen became involved in social activism. He began to or-
ganize lunch counter sit-ins in the Gainesville area. Upon 
completing his law degree studies and passing the Florida 
State Bar, Allen filed a suit against the Broward County 
Public School District that would lead to integration of 
their public schools.
 In 1963, Allen moved to Fort Lauderdale, Florida. He 
took a job with the law firm of Orr & Kaplan. Wanting to 
work for himself, six months later, he left to form his own 
firm. He would operate the firm for the next forty-two 
years. His specialty became personal injury law, insur-
ance defense, probate, and wrongful death. 
 Allen would take on a variety of cases involving many 
different issues. He litigated civil rights cases, discrimina-
tion cases, housing, and education. He tried capital mur-
der cases, drug cases and family law. He accepted any 
case that paid. His philosophy was, where ever the money 
was, he wanted to get there.
 Allen, a Florida icon, has served on several associa-
tions, Boards, and organizations including his fraternity, 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.; the Florida Bar Associ-
ation; the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People; the University of Florida Foundation; and 
the Urban League of Broward County. He also served as 
the President of the Broward County Bar Association. He 
was appointed by then Governor Jeb Bush to serve on the 
Board of Trustees at Florida A&M University.
 Allen has received numerous awards and citations for 
his many achievements including the National Confer-
ence for Community and Justice Silver Medallion Award 
and the University of Florida Distinguished Alumnus 
Award. In 2003, the National Bar Association inducted 
him into their Hall of Fame.
 Allen lives in Florida with his wife, Enid Allen. 
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JACQUELINE 
F. 
ALLEN

…is a native of Mem-
phis, Tennessee. She re-
ceived her undergradu-
ate degree from Lincoln 
University in Lincoln 
University, Pennsylva-
nia. She obtained her 
Juris Doctorate degree 

from Temple University’s Beasley School of Law in Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania in 1979. She also received a Mas-
ters of Laws degree in English Literature from Ohio State 
University in Columbus, Ohio. Allen also has received 
certification in Civil Mediation and Dispute Resolution 
for the National Judicial College in Reno, Nevada.
 After passing the bar exam, Allen worked as a law 
clerk for the Honorable Julian King in Philadelphia’s Civil 
Trial Division. She also served as a practicing attorney 
for the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Author-
ity (SEPTA). She also spent time working as an Assistant 
General Counsel for the Consolidated Railroad Company 
(Conrail ) and as an Assistant General Counsel for Unisys 
Corporation, a global information technology company 
with headquarters in Blue Bell, Pennsylvania. 
 In 1993, Allen was elected to serve as a Judge on the 
Philadelphia County Court of Common Pleas in Philadel-
phia County, Pennsylvania. She was re-elected to another 
term in the 2003 election and a third in 2013. Her current 
term ends in 2023. She was assigned to the Trial Division 
and serves as a team leader over the Civil Program.  
 Judge Allen conducts settlement conferences and 
rules on all discovery motions and petitions for extraor-
dinary relief having a possible verdict of over $50,000 
prior to assigning cases to judicial team members for trial. 
She serves regularly as a presenter and discussion group 
leader for the New Judges Training Conference. The Con-
ference is sponsored by the Administrative Offices of the 
Pennsylvania Courts.
 Judge Allen has served as the Co-Chair of the Penn-
sylvania Conference of State Trial Judges, as the Secretary 
of the Board of Trustees to The Barnes Foundation and as 
a Board member to the Presbyterian Community Minis-
tries of the Delaware Valley. She has also served as the 
Chair of the Scholarship Committee to the Foundation of 
the National Bar Association Women Lawyers Division’s 

Philadelphia Chapter. In addition, Judge Allen has served 
as the Chair of the Board of Judges Committee for the 
Board of City Trusts.
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MACON 
BOLLING 
ALLEN 

...was born in 1816 in 
the state of Indiana as 
a “free-man” under the 
name, Allen Macon 
Bolling. He taught him-
self to read and write at 
a young age and later 
became a school teach-

er where he continued his learning. At the age of twen-
ty-four, his family moved to the state of Maine where he 
changed his name to Macon Bolling Allen. In the ear-
ly 1840s, he began his studies in law and in 1844, he 
became the first African American to be admitted to the 
State of Maine bar. He also became the first African Amer-
ican to be licensed in Massachusetts doing so in 1845. 
Soon after being licensed, he was appointed Justice of the 
Peace for Middlesex County. For the next twenty-three 
years, he practiced law in Massachusetts. In 1868, Allen 
left Massachusetts for South Carolina and a warmer cli-
mate. He eventually landed in Washington, D.C., where 
he died in 1894.
 Known as the first African-American man to be li-
censed as a lawyer in the United States, Macon Bolling 
Allen first began his working career working as a school-
teacher. Upon moving from his birthplace in Indiana to 
Portland, Maine, he was able to study law in the offices of 
several attorneys, one of whom was General Samuel Fes-
senden, a well-known abolitionist, who befriended and 
supported him in his studies. 
 Fessenden, an anti-slavery opponent, had recently 
opened a law practice and took Allen on as an apprentice 
and law clerk. Allen quickly acquired a proficiency in the 
law practice, so much so, that Fessenden introduced him 
to the Portland District Court and emphatically stated that 
he felt Allen should be able to practice law as a lawyer. 
Unfortunately, Allen was refused that opportunity on the 
grounds that he was not a citizen of the state of Main, 
although according to Maine law, any person “of good 
moral character” could be admitted to the bar. Not being 
able to be admitted to the bar by the recommendation of 
Fessenden, Allen took another approach. He decided to 
apply for admission to the bar through the examination 
process. After taking the exam and passing, his recom-
mendation was given and he was declared a citizen of 

Maine and given his license to practice law on July 3, 
1844. 
 Although Allen passed the bar in Maine, he never 
practiced law in the state. Because of his race, finding 
work and clients there became very difficult. Not many 
whites wanted a black man to represent them in the le-
gal affairs. Rather than continuing his practice there, Al-
len moved to Massachusetts. There, on May 5, 1845, he 
passed the exam, was admitted to the bar and gained the 
distinction of being the first African-American to be li-
censed by the state of Massachusetts. His ground break-
ing achievements continued when he was appointed the 
Justice of the Peace for Middlesex County, Massachusetts 
in the late 1840s. Allen is also believed to have been the 
first African-American member of the country’s judiciary.
 In Massachusetts, Allen met Hannah Allen who later 
became his wife. They gave birth to five sons and most 
of them became teachers. Not long after moving to Mas-
sachusetts, Allen met Robert Morris, Jr., another aspiring 
attorney and together the two of them opened the first 
black law office in the United States. Three years later, Al-
len saw a larger prize, that of becoming the Justice of the 
Peace for Middlesex County, Massachusetts. This aspira-
tion soon became an accomplishment. Along with being 
credited with being the first black lawyer and opening the 
first black law practice, Allen is believed to be the first 
black man to hold a judiciary position.
 After years of law practice in Massachusetts, Allen re-
located to Charleston, South Carolina and was admitted 
to the South Carolina bar in 1868. After the Civil War, the 
United State’s “South”, was going through reconstruction 
and Allen saw vast opportunities. He opened a law of-
fice, began to take on clients and again soon became a 
first. In 1873, he became a Judge in the Inferior Court of 
Charleston and in 1874 was elected a Judge Probate for 
Charleston County, South Carolina.
 In the late 1870s, after the U.S. Reconstruction end-
ed, Allen relocated to Washington, D.C., to take a posi-
tion as an attorney with the Land and Improvement As-
sociation. He continued his diligent work as an attorney 
until he died at the age of 78 in October of 1894.
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MILTON
BURKE
ALLEN 

…was born on Decem-
ber 10, 1917 in Balti-
more, Maryland to Min-
nie Magee Allen and 
Claude Mercell. His 
mother was a housewife 
and his father was a city 
contractor. He gradu-
ated from Baltimore’s 

Douglass High School in 1935 before enrolling into Balti-
more’s Coppin State College where he received his teach-
er’s certificate in 1938. 
 Prior to joining the United States Navy in 1943, Al-
len worked for the U.S. Government Printing Office in 
Washington, D.C.. In the Navy, he was stationed in Ha-
waii where he organized training programs for enlisted 
soldiers. He also taught classes to those with remedial 
education to those have some college level experience. 
 Returning to Baltimore from the military, Allen entered 
the University of Maryland Law School in Baltimore to he 
obtained his LL.B. degree. To pay his tuition, he worked 
as a waiter at a local country club and took pictures as 
a photographer. Because of his military service, he was 
able to take the bar exam before he actually graduated 
from law school. He was awarded is law degree in 1949. 
He would go on to be awarded a J.D. degree in 1971 as 
well. 
 In 1949, Allen along with Emerson Brown and Rob-
ert B. Watts, co-founded the law firm of Brown, Allen, 
& Watts. The firm became the first African-American law 
firm in the state of Maryland. The Baltimore law firm 
would litigate cases involving discrimination and civil 
rights.
 In 1970, Allen became the first African American 
State’s Attorney in Maryland. Other than a judgeship, he 
was the first African-American elected to a citywide of-
fice in Baltimore and the first African American to hold 
a position as Chief Prosecutor of any major city in the 
country. He served in that capacity for four years, losing 
in the 1974 election to challenger William A. Swisher in a 
racially contested race. Leaving the State’s Attorney’s Of-
fice, he entered private practice law.
 In 1976, then Governor Marvin Mandel appointed 
Allen to the Supreme Bench of Baltimore City, which lat-
er became the Baltimore City Circuit Court. In the 1978 

general election, Allen was re-elected to his seat on the 
bench. Sitting on the Court, Allen was firm in his ap-
proach and stern in his sentencing. He once sentenced a 
man to sixteen years in prison for Contempt of Court. His 
verdict was overturned on appeal, but he set a precedent 
for others that dared to disrespect him or his Court.
 In 1986, Judge Allen retired from the bench. In re-
tirement, he spent time enjoying his family, his wife Mar-
tha Patterson, and on his favorite social organizations. 
He contributed to the United Negro College Fund and 
his alma mater Coppin State University. He also assisted 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People and was a lifetime member.
 Judge Allen was a member of the Maryland State’s At-
torney Association and the Maryland State and Baltimore 
City Bar Associations. He was also a member of the Mon-
umental City Bar Association. In addition he served as a 
member to the National District Attorneys Association.
 Judge Allen has been given many awards and honors 
during his tenure on the bench. He received the Univer-
sity of Maryland School of Law’s Order of the Coif and 
the Maryland State Bar Association’s Robert C. Heeney 
Award. Having served in the Maryland legal field for 
four-decades, Judge Allen set a precedent for future law-
yers and Judges that raised the bar high.
 Judge Milton Burke Allen died on February 12, 2003. 
He was eighty-five years old. 
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SYLVIA
XIMINES
ALLEN 

… was born in Havana, Cuba 
on July 18, 1923. Her family 
moved to Jamaica, West In-
dies where she spent her ear-
ly childhood. At the age of 
twelve, the family moved to 
the United States landing in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
With family both inside and 
outside of the U.S., Allen 
had always been influenced 

by law, as her grand uncle was a Circuit Court Judge in Jamaica and 
pushed her in that direction. 
 After completing high school in Philadelphia, Allen enrolled in 
the city’s Chestnut Hill College where she earned a double major 
in Music and Psychology. Having a gifted voice, after graduation, 
she entered the workforce as a vocalist. She would later become a 
registered nurse and a public schoolteacher. 
 In 1941, Allen met and married Dr. Gladstone Wesley Allen 
who held a position as a resident at the University of Pennsylvania 
Medical School. Several years later, the family would relocate to 
Fayetteville, North Carolina where they would raise eight children, 
Resna, Wesley, Cyril, Robert, John, Kathryn, Klare and Elizabeth. 
They would remain married until he died in 1995. 
 Mrs. Allen became involved in local Fayetteville and national 
civic, social and several professional organizations. She was very 
concerned with homelessness and poverty, especially in the way 
poverty impacted children. She became involved with the Fayette-
ville Human Services Commission, eventually becoming its’ Vice 
Chairwoman. She is credited with spearheading, “Arms Around 
Fayetteville”, a program designed to raise money for the homeless 
and bring increased awareness to the poor. She also was crucial to 
Fayetteville’s Fair Housing Ordinance, which centered on ensuring 
the poor had access to sufficient housing and care. She eventually 
served on the Board of the Fair Housing Commission. In addition, 
Allen served as Chairwoman of North Carolina’s Tri-County Adviso-
ry Commission on the Aging.
 Due to her concerns for public health and wanting to do more, 
Allen decided to become a lawyer. Although she had recently given 
birth of her sixth child, Allen made a visit to the University of North 
Carolina Law School seeking enrollment. After the then Dean of the 
law school, Henry Brandis, Jr. reviewed her academic transcripts, he 
immediately accepted her application and she enrolled into the law 
school. In order to take classes, she made a daily commute from her 
home in Fayetteville to Chapel Hill, which took almost two hours 
each way. This sacrifice was necessary in order for her to earn her 
degree while ensuring that she was home each evening to cook and 
care for her six children, which was a must for her.
 In her second year of law school, Allen was involved in a near 
fatal automobile accident. Her injuries were so severe that her at-
tending doctors were concerned that she may never walk again. De-
spite their prognosis, Allen was determined to continue her studies. 

While hospitalized, she insisted that her eldest daughter read to her 
law cases and other law books. She not only recovered, although 
she left the hospital in a full body brace, with the help of her family, 
she returned to the University of North Carolina Law School to com-
plete her studies losing only one year of studies. In 1962, due to her 
determination and resolve, Allen graduated from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill becoming the first African American 
female law graduate of the school.
 With law degree in hand, Allen returned to Fayetteville to open 
her general law practice. Opening her offices in downtown Fayette-
ville, Allen began to take on cases involving civil rights activists that 
were protesting desegregation issues throughout the State of North 
Carolina. Seven years later, in 1969, North Carolina’s Cumberland 
County District Attorney Charles G. Rose, appointed Allen to be-
come an Assistant District Attorney. This appointment made Allen 
the first woman and first African American ever named to that post.
 Weeks after taking the position, Allen, a woman known for 
speaking directly in representing her convictions and positions, 
gave notice to the local City Council that she would not prosecute 
the poor and those protesting against city policies of distribution of 
city funds for public programs that were not inclusive of the local 
poor, black, and Native American citizens. Having seen the police 
tactics and manhandling of citizens who had demonstrated in front 
of city hall, Allen felt that the police officers and departments were 
extremely heavy handed when it came to addressing the concerns 
of the protestors. Several city officials demanded her resignation, 
citing her disregard of city laws and not upholding the authority 
of the District Attorney’s Office. Unapologetically, Allen refused to 
resign and offered no apology for her stance. She held the appoint-
ment until 1974 when District Attorney Charles G. Rose ran and 
won a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives in Washington, 
D.C. With Rose’s departure, she returned to private practice. Several 
years later, then Governor James B. Hunt named Allen as an Assis-
tant Attorney General for the State of North Carolina.
 During the following years, Allen would remain involved in 
local civil issues in Fayetteville. She played a pivotal part in the 
passage of the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday in Fayetteville. She 
assisted in the development and construction of the Fayetteville Au-
ditorium and the city’s new public library. She chaired Fayetteville’s 
Ebony Fashion Fair event, the most successful and public attended 
fund-raising event in the city, with proceeds divided between the 
American Cancer Society, Sickle Cell Anemia, and the United Ne-
gro College Fund. 
 Nationally, Allen started the Fayetteville Chapter of Chums 
Inc., a nonprofit organization that focused on women’s issues. She 
would go on to serve as the National Treasurer for the organization 
and it’s National President. For the Imperial Court Daughters of Isis 
and the Golden Circle, an auxiliary to the Ancient and Accepted 
Scottish Rite of Freemasons in North Carolina, she served as the 
legal advisor. 
 For her good deeds and services to the state, she was honored 
with the North Carolina Citizen Award. She was also inducted into 
the National Bar Association Hall of Fame. After an extended illness, 
Sylvia Ximines Allen died on February 23, 2012 surrounded by her 
family and loved ones.
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CHARLES
W.
ANDERSON

...was born in Louis-
ville, Kentucky to Tabe-
tha Murphy Anderson 
and Dr. Charles W. An-
derson in 1907. After 
graduating high school, 
Anderson, Jr. enrolled 
into Kentucky State Col-

lege before transferring to Wilberforce University in Ohio 
where he graduated in 1927 with a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree. He moved to Washington, D.C. where he enrolled 
into Howard University where he was awarded his J.D. 
Degree in 1931. Two years later, he passed the bar exam, 
returned to Louisville where he opened his own law prac-
tice.
 Entering the world of politics, in 1935 Anderson 
made a run for the Kentucky House of Representatives as 
a Republican. Victorious in his campaign, Anderson be-
came the first black state legislator in Kentucky since the 
Reconstruction Era. A champion of civil rights causes, he 
worked tirelessly to further the educational goals of his 
constituents during the six terms that he served.
 A co-sponsor of a state bill, the Anderson-Mayer State 
Aid Act, Anderson helped to provide an annual payment 
of $7,500 to African American students toward their col-
lege tuitions. Because of Kentucky’s segregated college’s 
and due to the fact that there was only one all-black state 
school, Kentucky State College, in Frankfort, the financ-
ing allowed African American students to attend out of 
state colleges as he had to do himself to obtain his col-
lege degrees.
 During his tenure in the Kentucky state legislature, 
Anderson helped pass bills that improved public school 
facilities, provided additional travel expenses for black 
students forced to attend out of state colleges, and is 
credited with repealing Kentucky’s public hanging law. 
He was heavily involved with the local chapter of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) and in 1940 was awarded the Lincoln Institute 
Keya s a tribute to his dedicated service to the black com-
munities he served. 
 In 1943, Anderson accepted the position as President 
of the National Negro Bar Association, which was found-
ed in 1909 in Little Rock, Arkansas. In 1946, he became 
the highest state judicial African American in the U.S. 

South when he was selected as the Assistant Common-
wealth Attorney in Kentucky’s 30th Judicial District, Jeffer-
son County. Later, then Kentucky Governor Albert “Hap-
py” Chandler awarded Anderson with the commission of 
Kentucky Colonel which made him the first African Amer-
ican in Kentucky to receive such an honor. 
 Years later, in 1959, then President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower would name Anderson as an Alternate Delegate 
to the United Nations in New York City, NY. In appreci-
ation of Anderson’s life’s long achievements toward the 
advancement of issues surrounding the black commu-
nity, the National Bar Association in Washington, D.C. 
renamed the local black bar association, the Louisville 
Black Lawyers Association, Inc., in his honor,  the Charles 
W. Anderson, Jr., Bar Association, Inc. of Kentucky. The 
chapter’s purpose is to advance, develop and support the 
activities of minority attorneys in the metro Louisville 
area.
 Married twice, Anderson had two children, Charles III 
and Victoria. He died on June 19, 1960 in a train accident 
in Shelbyville, Kentucky. 
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RUEBEN
V.
ANDERSON

…was born on August 
16, 1942, in Jackson, 
Mississippi. He grew up 
in segregated era where 
blacks and whites did 
not intermingle unless it 
was related to some type 
of work being performed 

by the blacks for a white. His father was a bricklayer and 
wanted his son to follow in his footsteps. Anderson want-
ed no part of that as it was indeed hot in Mississippi in 
the summer and bricklaying was not appealing to him. 
Luckily, he met Jack Young, one of the four black lawyers 
in Mississippi at the time who prodded him to look into a 
law career.  He took the advice and began to study.
 He first attended Holy Ghost Catholic School in Jack-
son but graduated from Jim Hill High School. He then en-
rolled into Tougaloo College, a private, historically black 
liberal arts college located just north of Jackson on an 
athletic scholarship playing football. He completed his 
studies in 1965.
 Anderson began the pursuit of his legal career at 
Southern University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana but com-
pleted his studies at the University of Mississippi earn-
ing his law degree in 1967. After passing the bar, he 
partnered with three other black lawyers and opened a 
practice, Anderson, Banks, Nichols & Stewart, as a civil 
lawyer. He also took the position of Associate Counsel 
for the Mississippi NAACP Legal Defense and Education-
al Fund. Collectively, the law firm played a pivotal roll 
in the integration of over one hundred Mississippi school 
systems, public accommodation facilities, and repealing 
antiquated voting rights issues. The one case most memo-
rable is Alexander v. Holmes County Board of Education, 
whereby the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that immediately, 
all public schools in the South had to become integrated. 
He would remain with the firm for nine years before being 
appointed to the Jackson Municipal Court for a two-year 
stint, 1976 through 1977.
 From 1977 to 1982, Settle served as a Judge for the 
Hinds County Court. From 1982 to 1985, he served as a 
Judge on the 7th Circuit Court. In 1985, he was appointed 
to the Mississippi State Supreme Court becoming the first 
African American to serve in that capacity. He would sit 
on the bench until 1990.

 Since 1991, Anderson has served as a Senior Partner 
at Phelps Dunbar, LLP in Jackson, Mississippi. Specializ-
ing in the areas of commercial litigation, regulatory and 
governmental affairs, Anderson has cultivated a profes-
sional career that has spanned across many years and 
many clients. Although a quiet person, his lengthy and 
impressive trail of accomplishments have placed him in 
the forefront of legal minds across the country. 
 Some of these accomplishments include serving as 
Director of Trustmark National Bank, Director of Burl-
ington Resources Inc., Director of The Kroger Company, 
Director of AT&T Inc. (southeast), Director of BellSouth 
Corporation, Director at Terra Mississippi Holdings Cor-
poration, and the Chairman of the Board of Minact, Inc. 
Settles also has served as the Jamie L. Whitten Chair of 
Law and Government at the University of Mississippi. An-
derson is currently married to the former Phyllis Wright 
and together they have two children, Vincent and Raina. 
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TIFFANY
HANNA
ANDERSON

…was born on October 
12, 1970 in California. 
She received her Bach-
elor of Arts degree in 
1992 from the University 
of California at San Di-
ego majoring in Political 
Science. While earning 

her undergraduate degree, Anderson served as an intern 
for then California Lieutenant Governor Mervyn Dymally. 
Dymally was elected to represent California’s 31st District 
in the U.S. House of Representatives and offered Ander-
son an opportunity to work for him on Capital Hill after 
she graduated. She accepted and moved to Washington to 
continue working for Dymally.
 Anderson attended Columbus School of Law at The 
Catholic University in Washington, D.C. where she ob-
tained her Juris Doctorate degree in 1997. She was ad-
mitted to the Maryland Bar that same year. She obtained 
rights to argue cases before the U.S. District Court of 
Maryland in 1998 and before the U.S. Supreme Court in 
2003.
 In her first professional legal job, Anderson worked as 
an associate attorney in the law offices of Gabriel J. Chris-
tian & Associates where she remained for one year leav-
ing in 1998. She then became an Assistant State’s Attorney 
for Prince George’s County, Maryland where she worked 
for four years. In 2003, Anderson became the Legislative 
Liaison for the Prince George’s County Executive serving 
for one year.
 In 2004, Anderson became of counsel to the law firm 
of Funk & Bolton, P.A.. She made partner in 2005 and 
remained with Funk & Bolton for three years. She was 
then, in 2008, appointed as an Associate Judge to the Dis-
trict Court of Maryland, District Five, in Prince George’s 
County by then Governor Martin O’Malley, where she 
served for six years. Judge Anderson served on the Do-
mestic Violence Subcommittee of the Judiciary’s Family 
Law Committee and the Criminal Law, Legislative, and Ju-
dicial Compensation Committees. Her main assignments 
centered on domestic violence and criminal matters.
 A year later, Judge Anderson was appointed as a 
member of the Judicial Compensation Committee where 
she served for five years. In 2013, she was named as a 
member of the Maryland Judicial Conferences’ Legislative 

Committee. In 2014, Judge Anderson was appointed as 
the District Administrative Judge of the District Court of 
Maryland by District Court, Chief Judge John P. Morrissey. 
She was the first woman and the first African American 
woman to be named as a District Administrative Judge. 
She served in that capacity for two years. That year, Judge 
Anderson became a member of the Administrative Judg-
es Committee and a member of the District Court’s Drug 
and Alcohol Abuse Council for Prince Georgia’s County. 
She later became a member of the District Court’s Chief 
Judge’s Committee’s Judicial Council.
 Judge Anderson serves as a member of the Ameri-
can Bar Association, the National Bar Association, the J. 
Franklyn Bourne Bar Association, and the Prince George’s 
County Bar Association. She is a member of the Maryland 
State Bar Association and has served as the Co-Chair to 
its’ law-related education & mock trial programs. Judge 
Anderson is also a member of the Women’s Bar Associ-
ation of Maryland, serves as a member of the National 
Black Prosecutors Association and the Maryland Defense 
Counsel, Inc.. She has served as a Board member to Lead-
ership Prince George’s, served as a member of Leadership 
Washington, and served on the Prince George’s County 
Chamber of Commerce’s Legislative Committee. In addi-
tion, Judge Anderson is a member of the Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Inc., volunteers for So Others Might Eat, and 
for Christmas in April.
 In fulfilling her civic duties, Judge Anderson has 
served as a Mock Trial Coach for Prince George’s Largo 
High School, has been a mentor to Prince George’s Coun-
ty, Adopt-a-School Program, and has served as a Moot 
Court Judge for her alma mater, the Columbus School of 
Law at The Catholic University of America. She is a certi-
fied mediator from the Maryland Alternative Dispute Res-
olution Program and a member of the Maryland National 
Capital Building Industry Association.
 For her dedicated work to the Court and to the le-
gal process, Judge Anderson has been presented with an 
“Outstanding Service and Dedication Award” from the 
Homicide Division of the Prince George’s County Police 
Department. She also received a “Certificate of Apprecia-
tion” from the Prince George’s County Municipal Training 
Academy. In addition, The Daily Record awarded her its’ 
Maryland Leadership in Law Award.
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VIOLETTE
NEATLEY
ANDERSON

…was born on July 16, 
1882 in London, En-
gland to Marie Neatley 
and Richard. The fam-
ily immigrated to the 
United States and chose 
Chicago, Illinois as their 
home. Anderson attend-

ed local Chicago public schools graduating from high 
school in 1899. She continued her education at the Chi-
cago Athenaeum and the Chicago Seminar of Sciences.  
 When Anderson turned twenty-one years old, she 
married Albert Johnson. That marriage lasted only a short 
time. She then married Dr. Daniel H. Anderson, an Afri-
can American general practicing doctor in 1906.
 Anderson found a job working as a court reporter 
where she would work for the next fifteen years. She then 
decided to obtain her law degree. In 1920, Anderson re-
ceived her law degree from the University of Chicago’s 
John Marshall Law School. While studying for her law 
degree, she worked for the Chicago’s Recorder’s Office. 
She then took and passed the Illinois State Bar to become 
the first African American woman to be admitted to the 
state bar and to try cases before the United States Eastern 
District of Illinois.
 Anderson opened her own law firm becoming the 
first women, black or white, to practice law in the state. 
After receiving her law degree, she established an agency 
performing court-reporting services for the Domestic Re-
lations branch of the Municipal Court. Anderson focused 
her attention on both her law career and her business 
serving the local courts. 
 In 1922, Anderson became the first African Ameri-
can woman to successfully defend a murder case in the 
United States. She represented a black woman charged 
with killing her common law husband. Anderson re-
ceived great pressure from prosecutors and others in the 
legal community that wanted her to have her client plead 
guilty in the case. Instead Anderson argued self-defense 
in the case and won the woman’s freedom. 
 With her victory in the case, she received praise from 
legal scholars and her peers for her legal acumen and 
knowledge of the law. She had litigated the entire case 
alone relying on her “woman’s intuition” that the accused 
killer was indeed innocent of the murder charge and was 

simply defending herself against an abusive husband. De-
spite the amount of evidence the state presented in the 
case, Anderson was able to get the jury to understand the 
woman’s abusive husband’s actions that lead up to the 
killing. 
 With her victory, Anderson was courted by the Chica-
go Prosecutor’s Office to join their offices. She accepted 
and became the first African American woman to be ap-
pointed as an Assistant Prosecutor. She also became the 
first African American female attorney to be admitted to 
practice in front of the United States District Court, East-
ern Division of Illinois.
 In 1923, of the eighty-one African American attor-
neys listed in Simms Blue Book, a publication that listed 
professional businesses and professionals, Anderson was 
the only African American attorney amongst those listed 
practicing in Chicago. Three years later, she became the 
first African American attorney to be admitted to argue 
cases before the U.S. Supreme Court. This rare achieve-
ment was covered by the national press and printed in 
local and national newspapers.
 In 1936, Anderson became an active lobbyist in 
Washington, D.C. where she fought for the passage of 
the Bankhead-Jones Act. The Act was created to assist 
sharecroppers and tenant farmers in obtaining low-inter-
est loans to buy small farms and other parcels of land 
to enter into agriculture. The bill was signed into law by 
then President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1937.
 During her professional legal career, Anderson served 
as a member of the Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs 
and Chicago’s Council of Social Agencies. She also served 
as Vice President of the Cook County Bar Association. For 
her fraternal Sorority, the Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorpo-
rated, she served as the Eighth Grand Basileus. 
 Violette Neatly Anderson died on December 24, 
1937 in her Chicago home. In her death, she willed her 
belongings to an all-black resort in Idlewild, Michigan on 
behalf of her sorority. As a gesture to Anderson, the soror-
ity honors her each year in April, celebrating the “Violette 
Anderson Day”. 
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DENNIS
WAYNE
ARCHER

was born on January 1, 
1942 in Detroit, Mich-
igan but was raised in 
the western town of 
Cassopolis, Michigan. 
Archer credits his par-
ents for convincing him 
that school and educa-

tion would be his escape from Cassopolis. He graduated 
from Cassopolis High in 1959 and washed dishes to put 
himself through college, graduating from Western Mich-
igan University in 1965.
 At that time, it was his dream to be a school teacher. 
After earning his bachelor’s degree, he moved east  to 
Detroit and joined the public school system, where he 
worked with emotionally disabled youngsters. He met a 
young teacher, Trudy DunCombe who had grown up in 
one of Detroit’s historic and affluent neighborhoods. An 
unlikely match, as it may have seemed to their families, 
nonetheless, the two married in 1967 and began a long 
journey of mutual support and encouragement. A lawyer 
and politician from Michigan, he served on the Michi-
gan Supreme Court and as Mayor of Detroit. He later 
served as President of the American Bar Association, 
becoming the first black president of the organization, 
which, until 1943, had barred African American lawyers 
from membership.
 He earned his Bachelor of Science Degree in Edu-
cation from Western Michigan University. After gradua-
tion, he returned to Detroit taking a job teaching learn-
ing disabled children in the Detroit Public Schools from 
1965 to 1970. While teaching, he earned his J.D. from 
the Detroit College of Law in 1970.
 Archer served as a Justice on the Michigan Supreme 
Court from 1986 to 1990. In his last year as a Michigan 
Supreme Court Justice, he was named “Most Respected 
Judge in Michigan” by Michigan Lawyers Weekly. He 
served as Mayor of Detroit from 1993 to 2001. As May-
or, he worked to repair the city’s relations with the De-
troit suburbs and the  local business community through 
cooperation with suburban business leaders on their re-
development plans for thecity which eased much 
ofthe tensions in the communities of Detroit.
 Archer was a strong supporter of the many construc-
tion projects that occurred in downtown Detroit doing 

his Administration. He helped construct two new stadi-
ums for the city, Ford Field for the Detroit Lions and Co-
merica Park for the Detroit Tigers. During his last year as 
Mayor, he became President of the National League of 
Cities.
 Archer was not a popular Mayor, as loyalists of his 
predecessor, Coleman Young, favored Sharon McPhail, a 
former member of the Detroit City Council, and wanted 
her to succeed him. In the 1993 race to succeed Young, 
Archer did not win a majority of the black vote. Archer 
was re-elected by a large margin in 1997, but was sub-
ject to a recall campaign in his second term, launched 
by many of his original opponents. He declined to run 
for re-election in 2001.
 Upon leaving office as Mayor of Detroit in January 
2002, Archer was appointed as Chairman of the De-
troit-based law firm Dickinson Wright, and the Board 
of Directors of Compuware. He also became a Fellow 
of the Litigation Counsel of America. In 2004, he was 
appointed to an eight-year term that ended on Decem-
ber 31, 2012 to the Board of Trustees of the Western 
Michigan University by then Michigan Governor Jenni-
fer Granholm. He was later appointed legal for famous 
civil rights activist Rosa Parks in October 2004.
 In February of 2008, Archer announced that he was 
considering running for Governor of Michigan in the 
2010 Election but ultimately changed his mind and de-
cided not to enter the race. Archer serves as a Co-Chair 
of the National Transportation Policy Project at the Bi-
partisan Policy Center. He is currently a member of in-
vestment bank, Jefferies Global Senior Advisory Board. 
He is also a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity and 
a member of Geometry Lodge #49, F&AM PHA, and 
Prince Hall Freemasonry.
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KARL
WESLEY
ARMSTRONG

…graduated from Lind-
blom Technical High 
School in Chicago, Illi-
nois. He was a member 
of the Lindblom Hon-
or Society, the National 
Honor Society, and was 
involved with the Junior 

Achievement program where he served as a President of four 
different companies during his involvement. He served as 
the President of the Caduceus Club, President of the Ger-
man Club, and served as the Managing Editor of the Lindb-
lom Leader Newspaper. In high school, Armstrong was also 
a National Achievement Scholarship Semifinalist, a Junior 
Achievement Leadership Award winner, and the winner of 
the Top 10 Outstanding Seniors Award. In addition, he was 
the recipient of the Lindblom Leadership Scholarship and 
was the winner of the School Science Fair.
 Armstrong began to earn his higher learning degrees at 
Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois in 1977. While 
attending the University, he served as a member and Chair of 
the Student Activities Funding Board. He also served as the 
Treasurer of the Associated Student Government. 
 Armstrong then entered the University of Illinois at Chi-
cago where he received his undergraduate degree in 1985 
majoring in Criminal Justice and Corrections. While study-
ing at the University of Illinois, he served as the Vice Chair-
man of the Chicago Circle Center Board of Directors and as 
Treasurer of the Student Body Government. Armstrong also 
served as the Chair of the Recreation Committee for Circle 
Center. 
 He obtained his law degree from the University of Iowa 
College of Law in Iowa City, Iowa in 1988. While studying 
at Iowa, Armstrong served as the Managing Editor and staff 
member to the Journal of Corporation Law. He was a semi-fi-
nalist in the school’s Van Oosterhout Moot Court Compe-
tition and served as the Vice President and member of the 
Black Law Students Association. 
 After passing the Illinois Bar exam and being admitted as 
a member of the bar in 1993, Armstrong took a job with the 
Travelers Insurance Company as a Senior Claims Counselor. 
He worked for the insurance company for twelve years. At 
Travelers, Armstrong litigated cases that involved worker’s 
compensation claims.
 In 2002, Armstrong became a Commissioner with the 
Nevada Commission on Judicial Discipline located in Car-

son City, Nevada. For the last fifteen years, he has been a 
member of the Commission and has been charged with in-
vestigating allegations of Judicial misconduct while serving 
in an elected position or working in a governmental agency. 
The Commission receives complaints and after a full investi-
gation of the alleged breach makes a determination of inno-
cence or guilt and authorizes appropriate punishment of the 
alleged violation or dismisses the complaint altogether.
 In 2016, after serving as a Commissioner of fifteen years, 
Armstrong then took the job as an Appeals Officer with the 
Nevada Department of Administration in its’ Appeals and 
Hearings Division. He became the first African-American 
Appeals Officer in Nevada. At the Administration, Armstrong 
conducts appeals ruled by Hearing Officers and directs ad-
ministrative law matters in relation to a claimant’s appeal. 
 Armstrong hears disputes concerning state procurement 
disagreements, Medicaid appeals, State Purchasing bid dis-
putes, and Department of Business and Industry issues. He 
oversees any Division of Industrial Insurance Regulation ap-
peals, any Financial Institution hearings, and Purchasing Di-
vision bid award appeals. In addition, Armstrong evaluates 
the Department of Education teacher certification appeals 
and other administrative law matters of the Administration.
 Armstrong is certified to practice law in the First Judi-
cial District Court, the Second Judicial District Court, and 
the Eight Judicial District Court of Nevada. He is a member 
of the National Bar Association and has severed as a Vice 
President and Treasurer of the Las Vegas Chapter of the as-
sociation. Armstrong is a member of the Nevada State Bar 
Association, and a member of the bars of the Illinois State 
Courts, the U.S. District Court of Nevada, and the 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals.
 He is a member of the Board of the Nevada Commission 
on Judicial Discipline and is a member of the Standing Com-
mittee on Judicial Ethics and Election Standards. He sits on 
the Board of FAME Transportation, Inc.; the Southern Neva-
da Disciplinary Board; the Easter Seals of Southern Nevada, 
and the 100 Black Men of Las Vegas. Armstrong is also a 
Board member of the Boulder Dam Area Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America.
 For his professional work over the years, Armstrong has 
been honored by the University of Illinois at Chicago by re-
ceiving its’ Alumni Association’s Student Leadership Award. 
He has been named an Outstanding Young Man in American 
and h as a BV rating from Martindale Hubbell. Armstrong 
also is listed amongst the Who’s Who among Students in 
Colleges and Universities in America.
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MARVIN
STEPHENS
ARRINGTON, SR.

…was born February 10, 
1941 in Atlanta, Georgia to 
Maggie Andrews Arrington 
and George Robert Ar-
rington. His mother worked 
as a domestic and his father 
was a truck driver. He com-
pleted his high school re-
quirements at Henry McNeal 

Turner High School graduating in 1959. He then entered Clark At-
lanta University in Atlanta, Georgia on a football scholarship where 
he earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1963. 
 Arrington spent a year at Howard University School of Law in 
Washington, D.C. before transferring to Emory University School of 
Law back in his hometown of Atlanta. At Emory, he was one of the 
first two African American students to attend the law school full-
time. Arrington completed the requirements needed to receive his 
Jurist Doctorate degree, which he did in 1967. 
 After passing the Georgia State Bar exam, Arrington became 
more involved with the local political scene in Georgia. In 1973, 
he joined the law firm of Kleiner and Herman before bringing in 
other lawyers to the firm to become Arrington, Winter, Krischer 
and Goger. Just two years later, Arrington, along with future Atlanta 
Mayor Maynard Jackson ran for a seat in the 1969 city elections for 
seats on the Atlanta Board of Aldermen, the precursor to Atlanta’s 
City Council. Neither of them was successfully, however, four years 
later, Jackson would run for Mayor of Atlanta and defeat incumbent 
Sam Massell and become the first African American to be elected 
Mayor of a large southern city during that time.
 Arrington would soon be elected to the City Council and served 
on the Council until 1997, serving seven years as the President of 
the Council. While sitting on the City Council, Arrington support-
ed and introduced legislation that supported federal prohibitions 
in housing discrimination and aggressively fought for enforcement 
of state and federal housing laws having a purpose of stabilizing 
transitional neighborhoods needing help. She worked to ensure in-
clusion of minority-owned banks as equal partners with other par-
ticipating banks.  
 Arrington worked hand in hand with Georgia Senator Leroy 
Johnson to make way for Atlanta to host the return of Heavyweight 
Boxing Champion Muhammad Ali’s return to the ring after his four-
year ban from boxing for refusing to enlist into the United States 
military when drafted, instead choosing to face prison time and 
having his Heavyweight Championship Belt taken away. Ali’s first 
rematch against Jerry Quarry, thanks to the work of Senator Johnson 
and Arrington, was held in Atlanta, which brought revenue to the 
city’s coffers and also aided in future tourism for the city.
 Arrington was instrumental in the first woman being named as 
the Chair of the City Council’s powerful Finance Committee. He 
helped in the funding of expansions at Zoo Atlanta and initiated 
measures requiring all City Council meetings be recorded and kept 
on file at the City Clerks office for review by anyone wishing to do 
so. He pushed legislation to address the city’s run down housing 
and coordinated funding for city improvements. Arrington was also 
pivotal in erecting the Hank Aaron statute, which stands at the en-
trance of Atlanta’s Turner Field professional baseball stadium. 

 Arrington left the Council in 1997 to make a run for Mayor of 
Atlanta but was unsuccessful in his bid. Away from the Council, he 
co-founded and became the Senior Partner in the law firm of Ar-
rington and Hollowell. The two attorneys handled a variety of crim-
inal, domestic and business related litigated cases. They specialized 
in cases involving corporate bonds, labor relations, litigation and 
worker’s compensation. 
 Arrington would remain in private practice until being appoint-
ed by then Governor Roy Barnes as a Judge on the Fulton County 
Superior Court in 2002. In the following election, he was elected 
to a full term. While serving on the bench, Judge Arrington was in 
courthouse on the day that fellow Judge Rowland Barnes was shot 
and killed by Brian Nichols who had been convicted of a crime 
and was to be sentenced. In his appearance before Judge Barnes, 
Nichols was able to over power the Deputy taking her gun, shoot-
ing and killing the Judge and the Court Reporter. Nichols fled the 
courthouse later shooting a Sheriff’s Deputy and a FBI agent, killing 
them both. During the episode, the Fulton County Courthouse was 
on lockdown and Judge Arrington, the other Judges and court staff 
serving citizens that day, and those awaiting the court’s process, 
were all in lock down for several hours.
 In 2008, Judge Arrington became involved with controversy 
when, while presiding over a case, he ordered all white people, 
particularly white lawyers, to leave his courtroom while he spoke 
frankly to those that remained, some gallery participants but mostly 
defendants. He told those listening to stop violating the law and to 
make something of their lives. He urged young defenders to go to 
school, find a role model, and to look for someone that could help 
them make advancements in life. Judge Arrington made a heartfelt 
plea to them to do better with whatever opportunity they had so he 
would not have to hand out the court’s punishment for their crimes, 
petty or criminal. For his exclusion of white people and spoke only 
to those of color, he was brought under fire for a discriminato-
ry act of exclusion. He nonetheless, did what he felt was best to 
reach those from the communities in which he was governed to 
adjudicate. Judge Arrington would shortly thereafter take that same 
speech and message to everyone he could, inside and outside of the 
Court.
  Judge Arrington has been voted one of Atlanta’s “Top 25 Law-
yers” during his professional career and his law firm, Arrington and 
Hollowell, has been listed as one of the “Top 10 Black Law Firms’ 
in America. In 2008, Mercer University Press in Macon, Georgia 
published his autobiography, “Making My Mark: The Story of a Man 
Who Wouldn’t Stay in His Place”. Arrington is the father of two 
adult children and attends the Big Bethel African Methodist Episco-
palian Church. Two of his children chose the field of law and are 
themselves accomplished attorneys. 
 Arrington has served on the Board of Trustees of Atlanta’s Clark 
Atlanta University and the Board of Trustees to Emory University’s 
Law School. He is a member of the American Bar Association the 
State Bar of Georgia, and the Gate City Bar Association. He is also 
a member of the Lawyers Club and Kiwanis International. 
 Arrington has been awarded many awards and honors for his 
service to the legal profession. Clark Atlanta University awarded 
him with an honorary doctorate degree and the Gate City Bar As-
sociation inducted him into its’ Hall of Fame. His legal peers and 
many practicing attorneys have given respect and praise to Judge 
Arrington for his dedicated work while sitting on the bench and rep-
resenting African American Judges, lawyers, and other’s involved in 
the legal field as a respected role model. 
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HELEN
ELSIE
AUSTIN 

...was born in Alabama 
in 1908. Her parents 
both worked at Tuskegee 
Institute where her fa-
ther served as the Com-
mandant of Men. The 
family moved to Cincin-
nati, Ohio, where her 

mother worked at Harriet Beecher Stowe School, named 
after the famous Cincinnati abolitionist and author of Un-
cle Tom’s Cabin.
 Austin attended Walnut Hills High School in Cincin-
nati. She was one of a very few black students that at-
tended her school as it was 98-percent white. In a world 
history class, she pointed out to her fellow classmates 
that the textbooks being used were disparaging to the 
contributions of Africans to the history of the world. She 
graduated in 1924 at the age of sixteen.
  A very bright student, Austin would go on to gradu-
ate, at the young age of twenty-two, from the University 
of Cincinnati College of Law in 1928 with Bachelor of 
Arts degree. She continued her studies at the same uni-
versity to gain her law degree. She did so in 1930 becom-
ing the first African American woman to graduate from 
the school. 
 While at the University of Cincinnati, Austin served 
on the staff of the Rocky Mountain Law Review and the 
Cincinnati Law Review. She joined the Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority where she would later become the organization’s 
8th President. She then enrolled into Ohio’s Wilberforce 
University where she received a Doctor of Laws degree. 
While in Ohio, she accepted a position as Assistant Attor-
ney-General of the State of Ohio. She was the first African 
American woman to serve in this position in Ohio or any 
other state in the U.S..
 She left Ohio for Maryland, landing in Silver Spring. 
She accepted a position with a federal government agen-
cy working in their legal divisions. During the next sever-
al years, she would remain with the government working 
for several federal agencies in Washington, D.C. 
 Austin retired from the government and took a con-
sulting job with the the United States Information Agency 
in Lagos, Nigeria and later in Nairobi, Kenya.. During this 
time, Austin became a member of the Bahá’í Faith. She 

would spend almost the next ten years in Africa as a For-
eign Service Officer. In her role, she developed cultural 
and educational programs. She also created the first pro-
gram associated with women’s activities.
 Devoted to her Bahá’í Faith, Austin She served the 
National Spiritual Assemblies of the Bahá’ís of the United 
States as a member  from 1946 to 1953. For the next five 
years, she served as a member of the faith focusing on 
North and West Africa. She also served the Local Spiri-
tual Assemblies in five countries, namely, the Bahamas, 
Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria, and the United States. For in-
troducing her faith to the country of Morocco, Austin was 
given the title of “Knight of Ghusnu’lláhu’l-Athar.” 
 Austin became the Executive Director of the Nation-
al Women’s Council in 1958. In 1975, she became the 
Chair of the Baha’i delegation to the International Wom-
en’s Conference in Mexico City. She assisted the Phelps 
Stokes Fund in China where she inspected schools, busi-
nesses and community services affecting education and 
opportunities for minorities.
 Returning to the United States, Austin chose San An-
tonio, Texas as her home. She died on October 26, 2004 
from congestive heart failure at the age of ninety six. 
The Bahá’í House of Worship in the United States and 
in Uganda held memorial services in her honor. Austin 
was honored with an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters 
from the University of Cincinnati in 1960. In 2000, the 
university named a scholarship in her Honor.
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REGINA 
AUSTIN
 

…was born in Washing-
ton. Her parents sepa-
rated when she was four 
years old. Her mother 
supported the family as 
a hairdresser. As a child, 
Austin always wanted to 
become a lawyer. She 
would watch her favorite 

television show, Perry Mason, the life of a defense attorney, and 
aspire to stand in front of a judge and jury. Many years later, 
she would watch reruns of the Perry Mason Show.
 After high school graduation, Austin was able to attend 
University of Rochester on an academic scholarship where 
she majored in History. When her undergraduate requirements 
were complete, she enrolled into the University of Pennsylva-
nia’s (Penn) Law School in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She was 
the first in her family to achieve her educational achievements. 
 While contemplating whether civil rights law would be 
her field of expertise, Austin took a job clerking for a local 
judge. She then took a job as an associate lawyer at a larger law 
firm before deciding that teaching was what she wanted to do. 
She set about to find a job as a Professor.
 She found a tenure-tracked position back at her alma ma-
ter, the University of Pennsylvania’s Law School. There she fo-
cused on torts and insurance law. While teaching, Austin began 
to research the impact of culture on labor, consumer regula-
tions, social inequality, and status in society. She researched 
and wrote about how shopping and selling by African Ameri-
cans could be seen as deviant. She talked about the informal 
economy of Black America and its’ associated street vending. 
 Austin spoke on how African Americans are restrained 
when it comes to leisure activities due to their economic 
plight. She taught of the importance of less formal transactions 
when it came to money and loans to the black community. She 
believed that law, culture and economics go hand in hand as 
one.
 Ethnography played a pivotal part in Austin’s teachings. 
She studied the working class of the country and how race, 
class, and gender gave rise to legal disputes. In conducting 
her research, Austin began to develop documentaries to show-
case her work. In that, she became the Director of the Penn 
Program on Documentaries & the Law. Each year the Program 
holds an annual Visual Legal Advocacy Roundtable for lawyers 
interested in the public interest. It also hosts the screening of 
law-genre documentary films year round. The Program also 

houses a national repository of dozens of clemency videos. 
These videos have been extremely helpful to attorneys that 
represent defendants charged with capital murder. She also 
uses these videos in her classroom teachings.
 In her teaching, Austin implores her students to approach 
the law with the perspective of viewing its’ conflicts from an 
intragroup as opposed to an intergroup. She asked her stu-
dents to look at the facts from the subordinate group’s per-
spective. She looks at the age, class, ethnicity, gender, sexual 
orientation, and or religion. Austin encouraged her students, 
specifically African American, to view the rules of law and 
how they were applied equally among higher learning stu-
dents. Austin advocated racial separatism and called for cul-
tural and ethnic discord in her approach to equaling the law 
for African Americans.
 Austin is a proponent of the critical race theory, a theory 
that uses racism as a permanent basis for favored compensatory 
preference in the American lifestyle. She believed that the U.S. 
operated from a race and privilege position and that whites 
interpreted the law that gave them privilege over nonwhites. As 
an anti-capitalist, Austin pointed out the unemployment and 
meager pay that blacks received and higher education was out 
of the reach of the masses. Austin believes in the redistribution 
of wealth to accommodate the needs of the less fortunate
 Austin today is a one of the nation’s leading scholars when 
it comes to economic discrimination, minority disenfranchise-
ment, and feminism in law. Her views on racial discord and its’ 
economic benefits and disasters begin with the premise that 
black people are at the center of the universe. When it comes 
to race and the law, she promoted an aggressive political agen-
da as opposed to a more academic and scholarly approach.
 In 1990, Austin accepted a position at the Harvard Law 
School in Cambridge, Massachusetts as a Visiting Professor. 
Harvard African American professor Derrick Bell citing there 
were not enough African American female attorneys that oth-
er African American aspiring female lawyers could use as role 
models, lobbied for Harvard to hire Austin as a tenured faculty 
member. When Harvard refused, Bell then issues a “non-ne-
gotiable demand” for the university to hire Austin or else he 
would leave his teaching post at the school. The school refused 
to hire Austin, and Bell took a leave of absence in protest.
 Regina Austin is a leading authority on economic discrim-
ination and minority legal feminism. Her work on the overlap-
ping burdens of race, gender, and class oppression, recognized 
for its insight and creativity, has been widely reprinted. Her use 
of video as a resource to aid attorneys in the defense of their 
clients has become an invaluable tool in saving the lives of 
those on death row.
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D’ARMY 
BAILEY

…was born on November 29, 
1941 in Memphis, Tennessee 
to Will Ella Bailey and Walter 
Bailey Sr.. His mother worked 
as nurse while his father 
worked as a railroad porter. 
He, his brother Walter, and his 
sister Elsie all attended segre-
gated Booker T. Washington 
High School with Bailey grad-
uating in 1959. He enrolled 

into Southern University, the nation’s largest historically black university, 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana to earn his undergraduate degree.
 Bailey was President of his freshman class at Southern. He joined 
forces with other students in the fight against segregation. He participat-
ed in a sit-in at a Greyhound bus station, led a march from the campus 
of Southern University to downtown in support of fellow students jailed 
for demonstrating, and protested local Baton Rouge businesses who had 
discriminatory hiring practices. Bailey was eventually expelled from the 
university because of a class boycott he led.
 When the civil rights community at Clark University heard of his 
ouster, sympathetic students initiated a scholarship fundraising cam-
paign and raised $2,400 through a bake sale, a car wash, and a com-
munity outreach campaign for Bailey. With the funds, Bailey was able to 
continue his education at Clark where repeated his junior year studies 
and continued organizing and fighting for civil rights. His fellow stu-
dents named him as the Director of the Worcester Student Movement.
 As Director, Bailey invited famed civil rights activists Malcolm X as 
a guest speaker to the Clark campus. He interacted with political activist 
Abbie Hoffman, student civil rights activists, Tom Hayden, John Lewis, 
James Meredith, Allard Lowenstein. The Worcester Student Movement, 
in an effort to help the city’s low-income neighborhoods, created tutor-
ing classes to help the slower reading students improve. Bailey and his 
fellow students filed legal complaints with federal agencies hoping to 
end discrimination in the city. In filing these legal papers, Bailey decid-
ed that through the law, he could be of better service.
 For his law degree, Bailey attended Yale Law School in New Haven, 
Connecticut. He received his law degree in 1967. He then moved to 
New York City, New York to accept a job as the National Director of Law 
Students Civil Rights Research Council. At the Council, he recruited law 
students to fill legal positions in the segregated South.
 Several years later, Bailey relocated to San Francisco, California. 
He passed the California bar and began to practice law there. Within 
two years, he was elected to the Berkeley, California City Council. On 
the Council he lobbied for jobs, expanded housing, improved child-
care programs, and new recreational facilities for the city’s youth. Bailey 
would serve for only one term leaving in 1973.
 In 1974, Bailey returned to Memphis. After passing the Tennessee 
State Bar, he and his brother, Walter Lee Bailey, Jr. opened a law prac-
tice together. After practicing law in Memphis for several years, Bailey’s 
interest in civil liberties and injustices increased. The Lorriane Motel, 
the Memphis motel where Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated in 
1968 was in foreclosure and was to be sold on the Shelby County Court-
house steps. Bailey joined forces with a group of attorneys and activists 
who raised $144,000 and purchased the property.

 The following year, Bailey made an unsuccessful attempt to win 
the job as Mayor of Memphis. He and his partners began a campaign to 
raise funds to renovate the Lorriane Motel with the hopes of making it 
the National Civil Rights Museum. In 1983, Bailey was appointed as the 
Board President of the venture. 
 Bailey would remain the President for the next eight years until the 
group raised enough money for the Civil Rights Museum to open, which 
it did in 1991. Bailey resigned from the Board just three months before 
the grand opening of the Museum citing that Board members had lost 
sight of the mission of the museum, to inspire others to become involved 
in civil rights and to carry the torch forward for equal justice for African 
Americans.
 In 1976, Bailey took on a part-time job with the Shelby County, 
Tennessee Public Defender’s Office. While representing low-income de-
fendants, he also wrote a weekly opinion column for a local Memphis 
newspaper, Memphis Forum. He also appeared on Court TV as a legal 
and political analyst. Bailey was elected as the President of the Memphis 
Chapter of the National Bar Association. He would serve for three terms 
as President.
 In 1990, Bailey was elected as a Judge to the Circuit Court of Ten-
nessee’s Thirtieth Judicial District. He would serve the court for the next 
nineteen years. He would resign from the bench on September 15th, 
2009. He returned to private practice where he focused on civil rights 
cases, medical malpractice, catastrophic injuries, and nursing home li-
abilities. She then joined the law firm of Wilkes & McHugh, P.A., a long 
time law firm that focused on litigation involving nursing home abuse.
 Bailey penned a book in 1993, “Mine Eyes Have Seen: Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s Final Journey”, in 1992, which spoke on the civil rights 
during that time. Bailey’s writing led him to the film industry. Several 
years later, Bailey would act the film, “The People vs. Larry Flynt”. He 
would go on to act in seven other films where he portrayed a variety 
of roles from a minister to a pool-playing hustler from the streets. He 
became a member of the Screen Actor’s Guild.
 In 1999, while serving on the Circuit Court, Bailey presided over 
a trial that lasted four months and was followed closely by leading to-
bacco industry officials. Three tobacco smokers, Florence Bruch, James 
Karney, and Bobby Newcomb, had filed wrongful death suits against 
three major tobacco firms, the Philip Morris Companies, the R. J. Reyn-
olds Tobacco Company, and Brown & Williamson Tobacco Corporation, 
citing false advertising in the marketing which caused them to take up 
the habit of smoking which lead to their sicknesses and deaths of lung 
cancer. The tobacco firms were eventually acquitted of any wrongdoing.
 In 2009, Bailey wrote his second book, “The Education of a Black 
Radical”, published by the Louisiana State University Press, where he 
recalls his own civil rights movement history. In 2010, Bailey received 
an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from Clark University in Worces-
ter, Massachusetts. That year, he retired from the bench. He joined the 
national civil litigation law firm of Wilkes & McHugh, PA as a private 
practicing attorney.
 Four years later, in 2014, he was re-elected to the Circuit Court 
bench. In his spare time, Bailey taught at several law schools across the 
country including Harvard in Cambridge, Massachusetts; Loyola Uni-
versity in California; Notre Dame University in Notre Dame, Indiana; 
Washington and Lee University in Lexington City, Virginia; and Wash-
ington University in St. Louis Missouri. Bailey also published articles on 
law for several universities’ Law Review publications. 
  D’Army Bailey died on July 12, 2015 of cancer at Memphis’ Meth-
odist Hospital. He was seventy-three years old. 
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WALTER 
LEE
BAILEY, JR.

…was born in 1940, in 
Memphis, Tennessee 
to Will Ella Bailey and 
Walter Bailey Sr.. His 
mother worked as nurse 
while his father worked 
as a railroad porter. Bai-
ley attended Rosebud 

and LaRose Elementary Schools as a child. He graduated 
high school from Booker T. Washington high School with 
honors. 
 A gifted high school athlete, Bailey won a football 
scholarship to Southern University in Baton Rouge, Lou-
isiana. His brother, D’Army Bailey attended Southern at 
the same time and was a leader of the Civil Rights Move-
ment, a campus student civil rights group. Walter helped 
his brother in the fight for civil rights although the uni-
versity administrators wished otherwise. Both Walter and 
D’Army were expelled from the school for their protests 
activities, but were later readmitted conditionally, as Wal-
ter was a valuable player on the football team.
 Bailey would complete his undergraduate studies and 
his law studies at Southern. He received his law degree 
from the Southern University Law Center, returned to 
Memphis, passed the bar and opened a law firm with his 
brother, D’Army. The pair quickly gained a reputation as 
fierce civil rights attorneys. Bailey filed the first housing 
discrimination against the City of Memphis and brought a 
freedom of speech suit against Memphis State University 
for denying Vietnam veterans from distribution anti-war 
literature on their campus. He took on the case of deseg-
regating the Shelby County public schools and represent-
ed Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in his defense during the 
Memphis sanitation workers’ strike in 1968.
 In 1971, Bailey was selected to serve out the unex-
pired term of a Commissioner on the Shelby County Com-
mission. The following year, he was elected to a full term 
on the Commission. Bailey would serve on the Commis-
sion for the next thirty-five years. While serving on the 
Commission, Bailey was named Chairman Pro Tempore 
and Chairman Proper.
 In 1984, Bailey filed a suit against the local Memphis 
Police Department that was eventually heard by the U.S. 
Supreme Court. He was successful in arguing a limit to 
the deadly force the police departments could use when 

apprehending suspects that posed no threats to the po-
lice officer’s lives or those of the general public. In the 
Supreme Court case of “Tennessee vs. Garner”, Bailey 
served as lead counsel. He was victorious in winning a fa-
vorable decision that prohibited Tennessee police officer’s 
from using deadly force in making arrests unless probable 
cause was established which would show that the perpe-
trator posed a deadly threat to the arresting police officer 
or may cause harm to bystanders. 
 In 2010, after Bailey had waited the four-year manda-
tory time limit since he last served on the Shelby County 
Commission, he re-ran unopposed for a seat on the Com-
mission and won his old seat back. While serving on the 
Commission, Bailey acted as the President of the Shelby 
County Democratic Club. He campaigned for the polit-
ical campaigns of Senator Albert Gore, Sr. and for John 
Jay Hooker, who sought the Governor’s job. Bailey also 
served on the Board of the American Civil Liberties Union 
and was active with the Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People.
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CLYDE 
EDWARD
BAILEY, SR. 

…was born on August, 24, 
1946 in Petersburg, Virginia 
to Eunice King Bailey and 
John Richard Bailey, Sr. He 
was the third of four children 
and began his formal educa-
tion in the public schools of 
Petersburg. An avid reader, 
he graduated from Peabody 
High School in 1964. He 

attended Petersburg’s Virginia State University where he received 
his Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics. He also received 
from the university a Master of Science degree in Physics. He then 
attended the University of Rochester in Rochester, New York where 
received another Master of Science degree, this time in Materials 
Science. 
 For his law degree, Bailey attended Cleveland State University 
in Cleveland, Ohio. He then enrolled into National Law Center of 
The George Washington University in Washington, D.C. where he 
earned a LL.M degree in Patent and Trade Regulation law. Bailey 
also completed the Executive Development Program at The George 
Washington University and received a certificate of completion 
from the Weatherhead School of Business at Case Western Reserve 
University in Cleveland, Ohio.
 Bailey’s legal career is long and storied. He served as a prac-
ticing attorney with the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration (NASA) where he specialized in the legal areas of equal em-
ployment, intellectual property, and space commercialization. He 
served as a Congressional staff attorney for Ohio U.S.  Congressman 
Louis Stokes before becoming a Senior Engineer and Physicist at the 
Xerox Corporation in Rochester, New York. He also worked for the 
General Electric Company in Cleveland, Ohio as a Technical Lead-
er. In addition, Bailey served as an Adjunct Professor at Cuyahoga 
Community College in Cleveland, Ohio teaching Mathematics.
 During his distinguished career, Clyde served as Patent Coun-
sel for Eastman Kodak Company of Rochester, New York. While 
working at Kodak, he defended Kodak’s patents in over 500 cas-
es worldwide. He prosecuted patents applications that dealt with 
components and materials of advanced turbo machinery, ad-
vanced ceramic/composite materials, packaging, photosensitive 
film/paper processing equipment, and space and terrestrial ana-
lytical equipment.
 Bailey’s brilliance has been called up internationally where he 
has met with world leaders and government officials from several 
countries interested in protecting their nation’s patent and propri-
etary products. In 1996, he served as Legal Counsel to the South 
African Embassy in the United States for six years. In 2000, during 
the International Affiliate Meeting in South Africa, he coordinat-
ed the Forums on Human Rights, Africa Growth Opportunity Act 
(AGOA), and Corporate Responsibility. That year, he also met to 
assist in solving patent issues with South Africa’s Interministerial 

Security Council’s Minister of Corrections, Minister of Justice, and 
Minister of Security.
 In 2001, he served as Chair to the National Bar Association’s 
International Affiliate Meeting held by the U.S. Ambassador to Italy 
in Rome, Italy to discuss patent information. He also spoke, giving 
legal advice at the World Conference Against Racism, Xenophobia 
and other Intolerances. Bailey was also invited by the South Afri-
can Minister of Justice, Penuell Maduna and the National Director 
of Public Prosecutions and Constitutional Development, Bulelani 
Ngcuka, as one of several international speakers to speak to the 
National Prosecution Authority’s management team on “Challeng-
es Facing Prosecuting Services in the 21st Century”. That year he 
gave an address to the law faculty of the University of Natal in 
Durban, South Africa. He also served on the Board of the Friends of 
the University.
 In 2002, Bailey worked with the U.S. Embassy in Pretoria, 
South African. Two years later, he served as lead to a National Bar 
Association delegation that went to the Republic of Botswana to 
meet with then President Mogae to direct Botswana’s economic and 
legal agendas. The same year, he again represented the National 
Bar Association at the World Conference on Sustainable Develop-
ment in Johannesburg, South Africa.
 In 2003, Bailey was elected as the President of the National 
Bar Association. As President, one of his major goals was to estab-
lish services to the community they chose to serve. He wanted the 
membership to focus on civic responsibility and community ser-
vice. In that, Bailey founded and Co-Chaired the National African 
American Drug Policy Coalition that consisted of twenty-three or-
ganizations. He was also a life member of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People. In addition, Bailey served 
as President of the National Inventors Hall of Fame Foundation 
Board of Directors. 
 Bailey has received far to many awards and honors to list her. 
He was highly respected by world leaders and his peers in the legal 
profession. One of his most coveted awards was from the Lexnoir 
Foundation and the National Bar Association when they established 
the Clyde E. Bailey, Sr. International Scholarship Fund in his honor. 
He also was appreciative of receiving the National Bar Association’s 
Ron Brown Award of International Distinction, the Minority Corpo-
rate Council Association Diversity Award, and the Rochester Black 
Bar Association’s Lifetime Achievement Award. 
 For his own particular civic duties, Bailey served as a volunteer 
and mentor to the Big Brother organization, a Guardian ad Litem in 
Cleveland, Ohio, and the Rochester Urban League. He supported 
his fraternity, the Beta Mu Boule of Sigma Pi Phi and for his own 
family was a nurturing father to his two sons, Clyde Edward Jr. and 
Adewale, and a loving husband to his wife, Ura Jean. To his friends, 
he was a loyal confidant.
 Bailey has legal privilege in courts in the District of Columbia, 
Ohio, and New York. He is registered to practice before the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office. Bailey also served as a Fellow 
of the American Bar Association Foundation.
 Clyde Edward Bailey, Sr. died of prostate cancer on December 
12, 2005. He was fifty-eight years old.
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LAWRENCE 
B.
BAILEY, SR. 

… was born in the Pan-
ama Canal Zone to par-
ents that had relocated 
there from Barbados. As 
a young boy, the family 
moved to New York City 
where he was raised. 
After graduating high 

school, Bailey enrolled into Howard University in Wash-
ington, D.C. where he received his Bachelor’s Degree 
in 1939. He stayed at Howard to pursue his law degree, 
which he received in 1942. 
 After obtaining his law degree, Bailey took a posi-
tion as Deputy Clerk of the United States District Court 
in Washington. In this role, he became the first African 
American clerk for any Federal District Court. In 1943, 
the U.S. Army came calling and Bailey eagerly joined 
and served his country, re-enlisting in 1945 for two more 
years, leaving the military with Honors in 1945.
 For the next two decades, Bailey would practice law 
beginning as a sole proprietor and later partnering with 
one of his sons, Lamont, in 1988 to form the law firm 
of Bailey & Bailey with offices on famed 125th Street in 
Harlem. Bailey would eventually become the President 
of the Harlem Lawyers Association. Throughout this time, 
he was most interested in cases involving civil rights and 
public law. These cases were the catalyst that joined Bai-
ley with the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) and their Legal Defense Fund.
 After twenty years in private practice, Bailey was ap-
pointed by then New York Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller 
to the Board of the N.Y. the Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority Board  (M.T.A.). With the appointment, Allen 
became the first African American member and officer 
of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority Board. The 
Board’s purpose was to create and oversee the budgets of 
the transportation departments for the City of New York 
including the seven suburban counties under the Boards 
control. 
 During is time with the M.T.A., Bailey helped to make 
policy that involved both the employees and contract 
workers of the M.T.A. but policies involving the general 
public as well. Some of the Board’s decisions were wide-
ly disputed. One major decision that came into question 
was that involving the death of Michael Stewart. Stewart 

had been arrested by the Metropolitan Transit Police and 
charged with drawing graffiti on a New York subway sta-
tion wall. Stewart had been taken to Bellevue Hospital 
hogtied and suffering from life threatening wounds and 
bruises inflicted by the Police. He arrived at the hospital 
in a coma. Thirteen days later, he died from his injuries. 
Six transit police officers were charged with “failing to 
protect” the life of Stewart while in police custody. All six 
were eventually acquitted with Bailey casting the only 
dissenting vote in the case. 
 In a separate case that Bailey dissented on involved 
banning cigarette smoking on the Metro-North Commut-
er Railroad. Although Bailey was a nonsmoker, he dis-
sented claiming smoking was a civil right and commuters 
were entitled to the right to smoke. He again failed in his 
attempts.
 Having served on the Board of the M.T.A. for such a 
long time, Bailey was able to help institute new policies 
and procedures aimed at making the public riding experi-
ence one that was safe, secure, on budget, and financially 
sound for the city. While serving on the Board, his con-
tinued community work and involvement never ceased. 
He practiced law, stopping only with the untimeliness of 
his death from complications from diabetes. He died at 
the age of eighty at Jamaica Hospital Medical Center in 
Queens, Jamaica, New York.
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Available
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CONSTANCE
BAKER 
MOTLEY

...was born on Septem-
ber 14, 1921, in New 
Haven, Connecticut to 
Rachel and Willoughby 
Alva Baker. Constance’s 
parents were emigrants 
from the West Indies Ca-
ribbean Island of Nevis. 
She was the ninth of 

nine children. Her father was a chef for student organiza-
tions at Yale University including the secret society “Skull 
and Bones”. Her mother was a civil rights activist and 
founded the New Haven National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People.
 Motley was an ambitious student. She once read 
a book by Abraham Lincoln in which he described the 
most difficult occupation as that of the legal profession. 
She then heard a speech at a New Haven Branch of the 
NAACP event by civil rights attorney and Yale Law School 
graduate, George Crawford. Inspired, Baker decided 
then, at age 15, that she wanted to become an attorney. 
Additionally, having a civil rights activist mother, Motley 
was drawn even more into the “civil rights campaign” 
after she was banned from a public beach for being an Af-
rican American. Motivated by the blatant racism, Motley 
was so motivated that she became President of the local 
NAACP Youth Council.
 Seeking to fulfill her legal aspirations, Motley, ac-
cepted the financial support of a white businessman and 
philanthropist who had heard her speak at an event. Im-
pressed, Clarence W. Blakeslee, graciously seeded her 
as she attend Fisk University, in Nashville, Tennessee. In 
1943, she transferred to New York University, where she 
earned a degree in Economics. She went on to attain her 
law degree from Columbia Law School in 1946.
 Motley’s first job in her legal career was law clerk for 
Thurgood Marshall. She was assigned to work on court 
martial cases that were filed after World War II. She later 
joined the Legal Defense and Educational Fund of the 
NAACP working along side Marshall on his most import-
ant cases. She soon became a major player in the civil 
rights movement. 
 In 1950, she helped draft the complaint for the Brown 
v. Board of Education landmark suit. In 1954, she and her 
fellow lawyers won a unanimous decision ruling by the 

U.S. Supreme Court declaring that separate schooling for 
black and white students was unconstitutional. Motley 
became the first African-American woman ever to argue 
a case before the U.S. Supreme Court. In the 1962 case 
of “Meredith v. Fair”, she succeeded in winning James 
Meredith’s efforts to become the first black student to at-
tend the University of Mississippi. Motley was successful 
in nine of the ten cases she argued before the Supreme 
Court. The one decision that she lost, the tenth case,  was 
eventually overturned in her favor. Motley was a key 
legal strategist in the civil rights movement, helping to 
break down  segregated Southern schools, buses, and 
lunch counters.
 Soon, more legal successes came to Motley. She took 
on more civil rights cases representing students, “Free-
dom Fighters” and even Martin Luther King Jr. in his 
march. In 1964, her passion turned to politics. She ran 
and won election to the New York State Senate becoming 
the first black woman to achieve that feat. The next year, 
she became President of the Borough of Manhattan, an-
other first for a black woman. As President, she focused 
on the underprivileged areas of the city, specifically Har-
lem and East Harlem. Her revitalization plan brought 
much needed help to the community there.
 In 1966, Motley reached the pinnacle of her Career. 
She was appointed as the first black woman to serve as 
a federal Judge. New York Democratic Senator Robert F. 
Kennedy and Senator Jacob K. Javits encouraged then 
President Lyndon B. Johnson to appointed Motley to the 
federal bench of the Southern District of New York. As a 
judge, Motley oversaw civil rights cases.   She went on to 
become Chief Judge of the District in 1982, and in 1986, 
Senior Judge. 
 Motley served on the federal bench as a judge until 
her death. For decades, Motley will be honored and re-
membered as a  tireless worker for the Civil Rights Move-
ment. Her most famous inspiring quote was, “Something 
which we think is impossible now is not impossible in 
another decade.”
 On September 28, 2005, at New York University’s 
downtown hospital in Manhattan, Constance Baker Mot-
ley died from congestive heart failure. She was survived 
by her husband, Joel Wilson Motley Jr., her son, Joel III, 
and three grandchildren. 
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RUSHERN
L.
BAKER, III

…was born on October 
24, 1958 in Valdosta, 
Georgia. He received 
his Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in History from 
Washington, D.C.’s 
Howard University in 
1982. He remained at 

the University to attend the school’s law school where 
he received his Juris Doctorate degree in 1986. While in 
college, Baker became a member of the Omega Psi Phi 
fraternity.
 After completing his law degree studies, Baker was 
admitted to the Maryland Bar. He then enlisted into the 
United States Army Reserves Judge Advocate General 
Corps. He would remain as a member of the Corps for 
fourteen years reaching the rank of Captain.
 In 1986, Baker accepted the position as a Senior 
Congressional Black Caucus Fellow in the office of U.S. 
Senator John Kerry. After working for a year, he then took 
the job as a Contract Complaints Officer in the Depart-
ment of Housing and Community Development in the 
District of Columbia. He remained at the department for 
two years.
 In 1989, Baker became the Legal Counsel and Special 
Assistant to the nonprofit community development and 
social services organization, Peoples Involvement Corpo-
ration (PIC). In 1994, Baker was elected to the Maryland 
House of Delegates representing Maryland’s 22B legis-
lative District. He served in the House of Delegates for 
nine years. While serving, Baker was a member of several 
subcommittees and task forces, including serving as the 
Executive Director for the Community Teacher’s Institute, 
which was located in Lanham, Maryland.
 After nine years as Legal Counsel to PIC, Baker went 
into private practice becoming the Senior Partner at his 
own law firm, Baker & Perry, LLP. He remained Senior 
Partner until 2002. Baker then decided to enter the polit-
ical arena.
 He made an unsuccessful run for the office of Prince 
George’s County Executive. Four years later, he made a 
second run for the office and was narrowly defeated by 
incumbent County Executive Jack B. Johnson in the pri-
mary election. In 2010, Baker made a third run for the 

office of County Executive of Prince George’s County, 
Maryland running as a Democrat and was finally success-
ful. He would be re-elected to the position in the 2014 
election.
 Baker is a member of the American Bar Association 
and the J. Franklyn Bourne Bar Association. He is a mem-
ber of the Board of Directors to the Leadership Maryland, 
Inc. and the American Civil Liberties Union of Maryland. 
Baker has served on the Board of Directors of the Mary-
land Association of Counties where he served on the Leg-
islative Committee.
 Baker has served as the President of the County Ex-
ecutives of America and has served as the Chair of the 
Legislative Committee for the Gladys Noon Spellman Par-
ent Teacher Association. He was named as a Delegate to 
each of the Democratic Party National Conventions since 
year 2000. He is also a member of the Maryland Chapter 
to National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP). In addition, he is a member of the How-
ard University Alumni Association.
 Baker has been recognized for his dedicated service 
by many legal organizations and institutions during his 
lengthy legal career. He was named as a Mots Innovative 
Executive of the Year for Minority Business and recog-
nized by the Washington Minority Contractor’s Associa-
tion. The National Forum for Black Public Administrators 
presented Baker with its’ National Leadership Award in 
Public Service and the Center for Nonprofit Advancement 
gave him it’s Phyllis Campbell Newsome Public Policy 
Leadership Award. 
 Baker received an Outstanding Service Award from 
the University of Maryland College Park Foundation and 
the Governing Magazine named him as its’ Public Offi-
cial of the Year. He received a Housing Leadership Award 
from the Maryland Affordable Housing Coalition and a 
Potomac Champion Award from the Alice Ferguson Foun-
dation. Baker has been honored and given accolades by 
many of the citizens of Prince George’s County, Maryland 
as well. Baker is married to Christa Beverly and together 
they have three children. 
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THURBERT
E.
BAKER

…was born December 
16, 1952 in Rocky Mount, 
North Carolina. After grad-
uating high school, Bak-
er enrolled into the Uni-
versity of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill where he 
earned a Bachelor’s degree 

in Political Science in 1975. For his law degree, he attended 
Emory University School of Law in Atlanta, Georgia, graduating 
in 1979.
 While in college, Baker was a member of the school’s fenc-
ing team. He was the sabre champion for the 1975 Atlantic 
Coast Conference. The conference would later recognize him 
as one of the best fencers in history. As a gesture, he was named 
as a member of the conference’s 50th Anniversary fencing team.
 After completing law school, Baker moved to Georgia to 
begin his law practice. From 1979 to 1985, Baker worked as a 
public defender before entering private practice. He was senior 
partner of the Baker and Shivers law firm from 1985 to 1997, 
during which time he won election to the Georgia House of 
Representatives, where he served from 1989 to 1997. He was 
named assistant floor leader for Governor Zell Miller in 1990 
and floor leader in 1993.  
 In 1989, Baker was elected to the Georgia House of Rep-
resentatives, serving for eight years. In 1993, he was named 
House Floor Leader. His most notable sponsored legislation, the 
HOPE Scholarship, a scholarship given to deserving high school 
students as a reward for their academic achievements. He also 
sponsored the “Two Strikes and You’re Out” Georgia law aimed 
at putting repeat violent offenders in prison for life without the 
possibility of parole.
 In 1997, Baker was appointed as Attorney General for the 
state of Georgia by then Governor Zell Miller. He was the first 
African American to hold this position. Running on the Demo-
cratic ticket, he was re-elected to the post three times, serving 
for four years. In the 2006 election, Baker received a higher per-
centage of votes than any other Democrat running for election 
that year. While serving as Attorney General, Baker sponsored 
legislation, which increased the penalty for domestic abuse, 
particularly if the abuse happened in the presence of a child.
 In 2003, Baker clashed with newly elected Governor Son-
ny Perdue over which of them controlled the legal affairs of 
the state. After refusing to drop an appeal case involving ger-
rymandering in the redrawing of a legislative redistricting map. 
Perdue sued Baker for his refusal, a case that was heard before 
the Georgia Supreme Court, who ruled in Baker’s favor. With 

the ruling, the Court’s gave the legal power to control the state’s 
legal matters to the Baker, the Attorney General.
 In 2006, Baker was named as President of the National As-
sociation of Attorney Generals, serving for only one year. While 
President, Baker gave his attention to fighting crime, fraud and 
instituting stronger laws when it came to the Internet and sexual 
predators. His legislation proposals against identity theft and 
mortgage fraud assisted in financial protections for Georgia cit-
izens. Although the Georgia General Assembly did not pass the 
measure, Baker introduced legislation that called for the abol-
ishment of parole for prisoners convicted of a violent crime.
 In 2010, Baker again clashed with the Governor. After the 
passage of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act, better 
known as “Obamacare”, Governor Perdue asked Baker to bring 
suit against the federal government in an attempt to repeal the 
Act. Baker again refused, stating there was no legal bases in 
which to bring a suit, would ultimately fail, and was a waste 
of taxpayer’s money. Not satisfied, the Governor appointed a 
Special Attorney General to take on the task. Other Republi-
can state legislators introduced legislation aimed at impeaching 
Baker from the Assembly. To show his resolve, Baker ran for 
Governor.
 Unfortunately, he was defeated in the Democratic primary 
by former Roy Barnes who ultimately lost in the general elec-
tion. That year, the Republican Party won all major statewide 
offices. He returned to private practice law.
 Baker practiced his Baptist faith and was a member of the 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity. He has served the National Associa-
tion of Attorneys General (NAAG) as a member of their Execu-
tive Committee, served as Chairman of its’ Conference on Vio-
lence Against Women, and served as Convener NAAG’s Civil 
Rights Committee. For the American Bar Association’s House of 
Delegates, Baker served as NAAG’s representative. At the Uni-
versity of South Florida in Tampa, Baker served as an Advisor 
to the Harrell Center for the study of domestic violence. He 
has served on as a Board member to the DeKalb College Foun-
dation, the DeKalb County Library, and the National Medical 
Society at Emory University. Baker also served as a Trustee of his 
church, the Ebenezer Baptist Church.
 Baker has been honored by many of his peers, associates 
and organizations during his professional career. He received 
the first annual Barack Obama Political Leadership award from 
the National Bar Association and was selected as its’ “Man 
of the Year” by Looking Ahead Magazine. The Georgia Trend 
Magazine selected Baker as one of the “100 Most Influential 
Georgians”.
 Baker continues to service his clients specializing in com-
plex state legal and legislative matters, corporate compliance 
and investigations, and multi state litigations. He also handles 
cases involving public policy and regulatory affairs and public 
sector procurements and regulatory matters. His expertise in 
legislative matters and his keen litigation skills have rewarded 
him and the legal profession well.
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ROSALYN
SIA
BAKER-BARNES

..is a native of Tampa, 
Florida and is a gradu-
ate of Florida State Uni-
versity (FSU) where she 
received her undergrad-
uate degree in Commu-
nications in 1996. She 

obtained her law degree from FSU’s School of Law in 
2000. While obtaining her law degree, Baker-Barnes, 
was awarded the prestigious Virgil Hawkins Fellowship 
for academic achievement. She also served as a mem-
ber of the Final Four Moot Court Team, and argued be-
fore the Justices of the Florida Supreme Court sitting en 
banc. In addition, Baker-Barnes served as an intern to 
then Governor Lawton Chiles in his Executive Office of 
Communications. 
 After passing the Florida State Bar Association exam, 
Baker-Barnes became a certified legal intern at the Talla-
hassee, Florida office of the Attorney General’s Office’s 
Tort Division. The following year, she served as a certified 
legal intern for the Children’s Advocacy Center. She then 
served as an associate lawyer at the law firm of Searcy, 
Denney, Scarola, Barnhart & Shipley, P.A.. Over the next 
twelve years, Baker-Barnes would work her way to be-
come a shareholder of the firm.
 Baker-Barnes focuses her legal attention to pursuing 
justice for victims involved with personal injury cases, 
medical negligence, and product liability cases. In her 
litigations, she has won several multi-million dollar ver-
dicts, including a $20 million verdict against tobacco 
giant Reynolds Tobacco Company, an American tobacco 
manufacturing company.  
 Baker-Barnes is currently the President of the Palm 
Beach County Bar Association, which has over three 
thousand active members. She also serves as a member 
the Board of Directors of the Palm Beach County Chapter 
of the Florida Association for Women Lawyers. In addi-
tion, she serves as a member of the F. Malcolm Cunning-
ham, Sr. Bar Association.
 Baker-Barnes served on the Florida Bar’s Leadership 
Academy Committee where she mentored and helped 
to develop young leaders pursuing a legal career. She 
served as a Board Member of the Florida Justice Associ-

ation and served as Chair of the Young Lawyer’s Section. 
Baker-Barnes also is an active member of the National 
Bar Association (NBA) and was a recipient of the associa-
tion’s Presidential Award. 
 Baker-Barnes is involved in many civic endeavors, in-
cluding serving as a past Chair of the Board of Directors 
of the Inlet Grove Community High School, Inc., serving 
as a past President of the West Palm Beach Chapter of 
The Links, Incorporated, and served as a past Chairper-
son of the Southern Area Links Ethics & Standards Com-
mittee. She has been a Fellow of The Links’ prestigious 
Scott-Hawkins Leadership Institute and has served as a 
member of the Executive Women of the Palm Beaches. 
Baker-Barnes is also a member of the West Palm Beach 
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc..
 Baker-Barnes has been recognized for her achieve-
ments by the US News & World Report when she was 
named as one of its’ “Best Lawyers In America”. The Flor-
ida Super Lawyers magazine and the Florida Trend mag-
azine both have named her as an elite Florida attorney. 
The Daily Business Review named Baker-Barnes as one of 
its’. “Top 20 Women in Law”, in it’s inaugural edition. The 
Business Leader Media named Baker-Barnes as a “South 
Florida Woman Extraordinaire”. 
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CYNTHIA 
ANITA
ACKRON

           BALDWIN

…was born on February 
8, 1945 in McKeesport, 
Pennsylvania. She re-
ceived her Bachelor of 
Arts degree from Penn-
sylvania State Univer-
sity (PSU) where she 

majored in English. She also received a Master’s of Arts 
degree from PSU in American Literature. After gradua-
tion, she began her professional career working as an 
English teacher at PSU’s Greater Allegheny Campus. She 
also served as the school’s Dean of Student Affairs.
 Baldwin then attended Duquesne University in Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania where she received her Juris Doctor-
ate degree. In her first legal position, she served as the At-
torney-In-Charge at the Bureau of Consumer Protection. 
She served under LeRoy S. Zimmerman in the Office of 
the Attorney General.  
 In 1989, Baldwin became a Judge on the Allegheny 
County Court of Common Pleas. She sat on the Common 
Pleas bench for sixteen years. The following year after be-
coming a member of the Common Pleas, Judge Baldwin 
was named by then Pennsylvania Governor Robert P. Ca-
sey to the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delin-
quency. Because of her work on the Commission and her 
deliberate work presiding on the Common Pleas bench, 
Judge Baldwin was awarded with a Fulbright Scholarship 
in 1994. 
 Judge Baldwin was then selected to travel to Zimba-
bwe to speak at the University of Zimbabwe on Consti-
tutional Law and Jurisprudence. While there, with the 
approval of Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabee, she 
was helpful to the research conducted on the constitu-
tional issues that came before the Zimbabwe Supreme 
Court. The following year, Judge Baldwin was chosen as a 
member of a team selected to travel to Malawi, Tanzania, 
and Uganda to conduct judicial education programs. The 
program, sponsored by the American Bar Association, the 
National Judicial Conference, and the District of Colum-
bia Superior Court, was instrumental with those countries 
improving constitutional laws in their respective coun-
tries. Judge Baldwin was also chosen to travel to China to 
conduct judicial seminars with Chinese law professors, 
students and Judges. 

 In 2005, then Governor Edward Rendell select-
ed Judge Baldwin to become a member of the State of 
Pennsylvania’s Supreme Court. She was the first African 
American woman to sit on the state’s highest court. After 
serving her two-year appointment, Judge Baldwin joined 
the law firm of Duane Morris, LLP based in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. At Duane Morris, she specialized in appel-
late litigations and cases involving education. 
 Judge Baldwin has served as a member of the Penn 
State Board of Trustees and is a member of the Pennsyl-
vania Bar Association and the Women’s Bar Association. 
She served as the first General Counsel for the Pennsyl-
vania State University and represented the University 
during the infamous Jerry Sandusky child sex scandal. For 
the University, Judge Baldwin also served as the President 
of the PSU Alumni Association. 
 In other civic and professional activities performed 
by Judge Baldwin, she has served as the Director of the 
Audit Committee for the Koppers Safety, Health & Envi-
ronmental Committee, as a Board member to the Pitts-
burgh chapter of the National Association of Corporate 
Directors, and as a Board member of Vibrant Pittsburgh. 
She has also served on the Advisory Board of Penn State 
Greater Allegheny and has been an active participant of 
the International Women’s Forum as well as the Interna-
tional Association of Women. In addition, Judge Bald-
win has been penned in several publications, including 
“Combating Judicial Corruption in Uganda”, “All About 
Family Court”, and “Avoiding Abuse”.
 Judge Baldwin has been given several awards for her 
service to the bench, international legislative laws, and to 
the Pittsburgh community. She was given an Espirit Chil-
dren’s Service Award from the Mental Health Association 
of Allegheny County and Greater Pittsburgh Area Athena 
Award. Each of these awards was presented to her for her 
exemplary and tireless work in the judiciary profession.
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RICHARD 
LEWIS
BALTIMORE, III 

…was born on December 
31, 1947 in New York, 
New York to Lois Madison 
Baltimore and Richard 
Lewis Baltimore, Jr. Bal-
timore began his college 
education at MacMurray 
College in Jacksonville, 

IL before transferring to George Washington University in 
Washington, D.C. where he studied International Affairs in 
hopes of having a career in Foreign Service. He completed 
his studies and graduated from George Washington in 1967 
with a Bachelor of Arts Degree. He then moved to Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts to attend Harvard Law School where 
he received his Juris Doctorate Degree in 1972. 
 After completing his J.D. Degree, Baltimore accepted a 
position with the U.S. State Department and was assigned 
to a post as a Political and Economic Officer at the U.S. 
Embassy in Lisbon, Portugal. While serving in Portugal, the 
Portuguese government, which operated under dictatorship 
rule, was overthrown in what came to be known as the Car-
nation Revolution. Watching and experience the overthrow 
was a valuable lesson learned by Baltimore that would prove 
invaluable to him in the future.
 Completing his Portugal assignment, in 1976 Baltimore 
was given a post at the U.S. Embassy in Pretoria, South Af-
rica.  At the time, South Africa’s government and the state 
operated under the Apartheid System where whites were in 
control and denied basic political rights to blacks although 
blacks were the majority of the population at the time. De-
spite the white-minority control, Baltimore and one other 
black officer became only the second and third black to 
serve in South Africa in any official capacity. 
 In 1979, Baltimore returned to the United States and 
Washington, D.C. He was named as a Special Assistant to 
then Secretary of State Cyrus Vance and Edmund Muskie, 
both of whom served as Secretaries of State during President 
Jimmy Carter’s administration. He was also asked to serve 
as a Special Assistant to Secretary of State Edmund Muskie, 
the Secretary of State under newly elected President Ronald 
Reagan.
 In 1980, Baltimore married Louis Madison although 
they would divorce ten years later. Leaving the State Depart-
ment, Baltimore accepted a post as a Political Officer at the 
U.S. Embassy in Cairo, Egypt. Completing that assignment, 
Baltimore again returned to the United States, this time to 

accept an appointment as Deputy Director in the Region-
al Affairs Office of the State Department’s Bureau of Near 
Eastern and South Asian Affairs. A year later, he became the 
Director of the Office. In 1990, he accepted a post at the 
U.S. Embassy in Budapest, Hungary. He would serve at the 
embassy for four years as Deputy Chief of Mission.
 In 1993, prior to accepting another post, Baltimore mar-
ried Eszter Ekue. In 1994, he accepted another appointment, 
this time as Senior Policy Adviser to Richard C. Holbrooke, 
the Assistant Secretary of State for European and Canadian 
Affairs. In this position, Baltimore played a pivotal part in 
the signing of private-sector support for the newly created 
Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. A year later, the U.S. 
State Department placed Baltimore into their Senior Seminar 
Program. This rigorous program trains senior diplomats in in-
ternational and national security affairs abroad at the highest 
executive levels. Because of Baltimore’s acute knowledge of 
foreign affairs, he was elected as President of his 1995-96 
class.
 Following completion of the Senior Seminar Program, 
Baltimore served as Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. 
Embassy in San Jose, Costa Rica from 1966 through 1999. 
He then became U.S. Consul General in Jeddah, Saudi Ara-
bia from 1999 through 2002. From 2002 through 2006, he 
served as U.S. Ambassador to the Sultanate of Oman. He 
then took on the job of assisting the Afghanistan government 
in the restoration of democracy in their country. In 2007, he 
became a Consultant for the Blue City development project 
in Oman, known as Al Madina A’Zarqa, or Blue City.
 Fluent in French, Hungarian, Spanish, and Portuguese, 
Baltimore has been an important asset for the U.S. Govern-
ment for many years in their dealings with foreign govern-
ments, business interests, and U.S. citizens alike. Having vis-
ited or spent time in more than ninety countries around the 
world and having to handle important issues that deal with 
foreign governments, Baltimore has found much comfort in 
enjoying the everyday people of the countries in which he 
has served. 
 Throughout his many years of travel, posts and service, 
his wife and three daughters have always been by his side. 
An avid outdoors person, Richard Lewis Baltimore, III loves 
spending his free time with airborne sports, hiking, rafting, 
photography, scuba diving, and time with his family. 
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PATRICIA 
BANKS

…received her Bache-
lor of Arts degree from 
the University of Illinois 
at it’s Chicago, Illinois 
campus. She obtained 
her law degree from the 
University of Wisconsin 

Law School in Madison, Wisconsin. In her first profession-
al job as a practicing attorney, she worked for the United 
States Department of Labor Office of the Solicitor and the 
National Labor Relations Board. She chose the Solicitors 
Office due to its’ location in Chicago, Illinois. Using les-
sons learned from her father who was a union steward 
and drafted labor grievances, she easily found her way in 
dealing with issues of the Board.
 After one year with the Solicitor’s Office, Banks to a 
job working for a civil rights organization that represented 
housing discrimination cases in the Federal District Court. 
She learned of an opening in the Corporate Law Depart-
ment of Sears, Roebuck and Company and she moved to 
Sears accepting a job as a staff attorney. There she handled 
advertising and labor issues. She was also the first African 
American attorney to work in Sears’ law department.
 She returned to private practice and represented a law 
firm organized as limited liability partnership. After two 
years practicing with the group of lawyers in the firm, she 
opened her own private practice. She focused her ener-
gies on contested family law and probate cases, i.e., wills 
and estates and guardian ad litem appointments. She also 
served as an outside attorney for several municipal agen-
cies, including serving as a Trustee for the Bankruptcy 
Court. She operated her law firm for fourteen years.
 In 1994, Banks was elected as a Judge to the 5th 
Sub-Circuit of the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois. 
She served in the Domestic Relations Division and pre-
sided over cases involving family law. She then became a 
Judge in the Law Division where she presided over more 
complex legal matters, including construction cases, med-
ical malpractice, personal injury, and wrongful death.
 In the 2000 general election, Judge Banks was re-elect-
ed to the bench. She was again re-elected in the 2006 
election and once more in 2012. In the 2012 election, she 
received almost eighty percent of the casted votes. 
 While serving on the bench, Judge Banks was a pre-
siding Judge on the Cook County Elder Law and Miscella-

neous Remedies Division. In 2010, then Chief Judge Tim-
othy C. Evans appointed her as the Presiding Judge of the 
Division. As one of the few Judges on the Elder Court, she 
works to protect the rights of senior citizens ensuring they 
are not exploited. Having been a caregiver to her elderly 
father, she is keenly aware of the frailty that many seniors 
face and is dedicated to protecting their rights, many of 
which are unknown to the seniors.
 In working for senior citizens rights, Judge Banks 
served as the Chair of the American Bar Association’s 
Commission on Law and Aging. She also served as a mem-
ber of the Council for the Senior Lawyers Division. She 
has litigated and adjudicated on behalf of many others in 
a variety of cases from rectifying housing discrimination 
against an African-American male Marine to advocating 
equal pay for equal work on behalf of women. 
 After retiring from the bench, Judge Banks enjoys her 
time sitting on her porch, reading her Bible, and spending 
time with family and friends.
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VANITA 
M.
BANKS

…received her Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1977 in Political Sci-
ence from Purdue University 
in West Lafayette, Indiana. To 
earn her Juris Doctorate de-
gree, she attended Valparaiso 
University in Valparaiso, Indi-
ana where she completed her 
studies in 1980. She went on to 

earn an LL.M degree in Taxation from DePaul College of Law in Chicago, 
Illinois. 
 Banks began her professional legal career working at the Chicago 
office of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. She then 
took a position on the faculty of DePaul University School of Law where 
she taught first-year students on Appellate Advocacy and Legal Research 
and Writing. She also served on the committee charged with expanding 
the school’s legal writing curriculum.
 Leaving DePaul, she joined firm of CaldweIl & Hubbard in their 
Chicago offices. The firm represented individual and corporate clients in 
state, federal and bankruptcy courts. She also assisted them in their Inter-
nal Revenue Service issues. In addition, the firm specialized in business 
law and other tax related matters. 
 In 2007, Banks was elected as the 65th President of the National 
Bar Association (NBA). The NBA is the oldest and largest national legal 
association of predominately African American lawyers and judges in the 
United States and has over 45,000 judges, lawyers, law clerks, and law 
students in its’ membership. Banks is the second female attorney from 
corporate America to be elected as 
President of the NBA and only the ninth woman ever lead the organiza-
tion since its’ founding 1925.
 As President of the NBA, Banks held meetings with the While House 
Legal Counsel to speak on U.S. judicial nominations and implications 
of the Louisiana 2006 Jena Six trials. The controversial trials concluded 
with six African American teenagers being convicted of beating a fellow 
white student during Jena High School brawl they all attended. The situ-
ation was sparked due to racial tensions in Jena, a city consisting of 90% 
white residents and 10% black. Accounts differ as to what lead up to the 
brawl with African American students saying racial discord and built up 
frustration to semi-segregated interaction at the school and noose’s left 
hanging from a tree meant for white students only, while white students 
state otherwise. 
 There were other incidents involving race differences that led up 
to the incident spread over a several day period and long term lingering 
racial scars did not help. Five of the African American students were 
charged as adults with attempted murder as they were over seventeen 
years old, the oldest being eighteen. One of the five was only sixteen 
at the time. The sixth youth was charged as a teenager. The one white 
student was charged with battery.
 Prior to the trial beginning the Prosecutor reduced the charges of 
murder to second-degree aggravated battery. The white student charged 
with battery was given probation. Five of the six African American teen-
agers involved plead “no contest” to the charges and the other pled 
guilty. The African American students faced varied punishment up to 
twenty-two years in prison.

 Due to the harsh penalties levied against the youth, protests erupted 
in Jena and across the nation. Over 15,000 protestors from around the 
country marched on the city of less than 3,000 residents. Other demon-
strations were held across the country in protests of the harsh penalties.
 Banks traveled to Louisiana to meet with the Louisiana Attorney 
General, civil rights leaders, state officials, and local civic organizers to 
bring resolve to the protests and the sentences handed down. In the end, 
the five teenagers that plead no contest, had their charges reduced from 
attempted murder to simple assault, paid a $500 fine, and apologized 
for their part in the fight. The remaining defendant was given eighteen 
months in a juvenile detention center due to prior incidents involving 
fighting, i.e., aggravated assault.
 In addition to serving as the President of the NBA, Banks has served 
the organization in other capacities. She served as Co-Chair of the NBA 
Hurricane Katrina Task Force and provided pro bono legal assistance to 
Hurricane Katrina survivors. She served as Chair of the NBA Corporate 
Law Section and as a member of the NBA Executive Committee. 
 Banks served as Vice President of the NBA Memberships and as 
Special Counsel to NBA Past President Kim Keenan. She served as Chair 
of the NBA’s Finance and Fundraising Committee, its’ Issues and Resolu-
tions Committee, and its Strategic Planning Committee. She also served 
on the Board of the National Bar Institute.
 Banks currently serves as Legal Counsel to Allstate Insurance Com-
pany where she specializes in complex insurance issues, employment 
law, and class action litigation. Her extensive expertise in labor and em-
ployment law has been an invaluable asset to her clients in assisting 
them in preventing or solving labor related issues. Her ability to develop 
corporate policies for electronic communications and commerce for in-
dependent contractor matters has kept her clients in compliance with 
OSHA regulations,
 Banks is the founding member of the Allstate Law & Regulation De-
partment Diversity Committee and is credited with launching the Com-
mittee’s successful seven-year Minority Summer Law Internship program. 
Her new high school pipeline initiative, implemented with the law firm 
of Street Law, Inc., has been helpful in steering high school students 
toward the field of law. Her initiatives have also been helped to stimu-
late an increase in Allstate’s use of minority firms and African American 
attorneys in majority firms. For her participation as a member of the Law 
& Regulation Information Technology Team, she was rewarded with the 
company’s highest employee recognition designation, the Allstate Chair-
man’s Quality Award.
 Banks has served as a Fellow of the Life Management Institute, 
(FLMI) and is a graduate of Menttium, a national corporate mentoring 
and development program for high potential female professionals. She is 
called on frequently by local and national professional organizations to 
speak on diversity and legal matters related to diversity. 
 Banks is a designated Purdue University Old Master. She is a mem-
ber of the American Bar Association, Black Women Lawyers of Chicago, 
the Cook County Bar Association, and the North Shore Labor Counsel. 
She sits on the Board of Directors of the Council on Legal Education Op-
portunity (CLEO) and The Black Women’s Agenda. She holds member-
ships with the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, the Hawthorn 
Woods Women’s Club, and The Links, Incorporated.
 A few of her awards and honors include receiving the Women Mak-
ing History Award from the National Council of Negro Women’s Chica-
go-Midwest Chapter and the CLEO Legacy Diversity Award. Vanita M. 
Banks is married to Purdue graduate, James R. Bly.
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FRED 
L.
BANKS, JR.

 

…was born in Mississip-
pi and grew up in Jackson. 
He graduated in 1960 from 
Lanier High School before 
attending moving to Wash-
ington, D.C. to attend How-
ard University. Banks would 
receive a B.A. in Business 
Administration majoring in 
Accounting from Howard. 
He remained at Howard and 

earned is Juris Doctorate, cum laude, in 1968. While in law school, 
Banks became involved in working in areas surrounding civil rights law.
 At Howard, Banks was able to become a Research Assistant for 
two faculty mentors, Frank D. Reeves and Herb Reed. He assisted in 
the drafting of amicus briefs filed by the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and their Legal Defense Fund 
(LDF). He also gave assistance to cases involving Julian Bond and Adam 
Clayton Powell.
 In his performance with the Reeves and Reed while at Howard, 
Banks became a part of the legal team that led implantation of the Brown 
v. Board of Education promise. He later gave hand in the Alexander v. 
Holmes case in which the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the declaration 
clause in the Brown ruling of “all deliberate speed” meant immediately 
or NOW. These Supreme Court rulings helped the Alexander case and 
many other educational related cases across Mississippi desegregate 
public school classrooms throughout all eighty-two counties.
 After graduating from law school, Banks returned to his native 
Mississippi to take a job in the offices of famed lawyer Marian Wright 
Edelman that he had met while at Howard. He helped to spearhead civil 
rights cases in Mississippi in conjunction with the NAACP and LDF. 
Years later, in 1982, Banks would be asked to become a member of the 
NAACP’s National Board of Directors.
 After passing the Mississippi Bar exam, Banks opened a private 
practice in Jackson with several other lawyers. The firm would evolve 
into Anderson, Banks, Nichols and Leventhal. Having cut his teeth at 
Howard with the NAACP/LDF, his offices became the local legal coun-
sel for the NAACP/LDF handling civil rights cases in the state. Together, 
he and his partners litigated cases centered on desegregation, discrim-
ination, housing and employment, voting rights, civil rights cases, and 
general law.
 In the 1970s, Banks defended members of the Republic of New Af-
rica (RNA), an American Black nationalism social movement founded in 
1968 that stood accused of killing a white City of Jackson police officer. 
Claiming he was merely fulfilling his Mississippi’s Lawyers Creed, Banks 
took on the case despite the anger from the white community and po-
lice at large. The eleven RNA defendants were convicted of the charges, 
which included assault, murder, and sedition.
 In 1971, Banks became President of the Jackson Branch of the 
NAACP serving through 1982. A year later, he became a member of 
the National Board of Directors. He would Chair the Legal Committee 
and would sit on the Executive Committee. Through these positions, he 
served the Jackson community and the other counties within his NAACP 
jurisdiction.
 In 1975, Banks ran and was elected to the Mississippi House of 
Representatives representing Hinds and Yazoo counties. While in the 
House Banks would eventually serve as the Chair of the House Ethics 
Committee, Chair of a House Judiciary Committee and Chair of the Mis-

sissippi Legislative Black Caucus. He was re-elected twice to the House 
seat running unopposed leaving in 1985 to serve as a Circuit Judge. He 
also served at the Governor’s request, to sit on the Mississippi Board of 
Bar Admissions and to serve on a variety of other Commissions, both 
state and federal.
 In 1976, Banks took on the position of Co-Director of the Missis-
sippi Carter-Mondale presidential campaign. That year, he was select-
ed as a Delegate to the Democratic National Convention and again in 
1980. Upon President Carter’s election, he was appointed to serve on 
the National Advisory Committee for the Education of Disadvantaged 
Children. He was also asked to serve on the Democratic National Com-
mittee Commission on Presidential Elections. 
 In Mississippi, he was asked to serve on several state and local 
commissions and task forces including the Governor’s Constitution-
al Reform Commission. He served on the Governor’s Task Force on 
Drunk Driving, the State Advisory Committee to the Commission on 
Civil Rights, and the State Advisory Commission on Substance Abuse. 
Throughout Mississippi, Banks became one of the go to guys when it 
came to civil litigation.
 After leaving the Mississippi House of Representative, Banks was 
appointed to the Seventh Circuit Court District of Mississippi as a Cir-
cuit Judge where he served until 1991. In 1991, Banks was appointed 
to the Mississippi Supreme Court by then Governor Ray Mabus to fill 
an unexpired term. He completed that term and was re-elected to a 
full term in 1996. He would become the Presiding Justice serving from 
2000 to 2001. During his time on the bench, the most notable case that 
Banks was not involved with, a case in which he had to recuse himself, 
was that of Byron de la Beckwith. Beckwith had been convicted of the 
assassination of civil rights activist Medgar Evers and  his appeal had 
come before the courts. Banks having served on the NAACP Board of 
Directors along side Evers’ widow, Myrlie Evers, removed himself from 
the potential pool of Judges as to have no conflict in a subsequent ruling.
 In 1992, Banks, because of his ethics in his personal and public 
life, became a founding member of the Charles Clark American Inn of 
Court. The court’s mission was and still is to “foster excellence in pro-
fessionalism, ethics, civility, and legal skills amongst lawyers. Essential 
to the core principals of the Inn is to preserve and protect the rights and 
liberties of free people and serve them with excellence in professional-
ism. Banks served as the Inn’s President during the year 1992-93.
 In 2001, Banks joined the law firm of Phelps Dunbar LLP as a 
partner in November 2001. Banks legal expertise is vast. His focus with 
the firm centers on alternate dispute resolution, appellate litigation, and 
commercial litigation, in the state and federal courts of Mississippi. He 
represents corporate clients in matters of consumer lending, contract 
disputes, first amendment issues, property taxation, and trade secret 
infringement. He also lends his time to non-profit agencies where he 
provides services to the poor.
 Banks currently serves an Adjunct Professor of Law at Mississippi 
College School of Law. He also sits on the School’s Board of Visitors. He 
is a Board Member of the Greater Jackson Community Foundation; a 
member of the American Law Institute; a member and former President 
of American Inns of Court, Charles Clark Inn; and a Fellow in the Mis-
sissippi Bar Foundation. He is also a member of several bar associations 
in Mississippi and the nation including the bar associations of the Amer-
ican Bar, District of Columbia Bar, Mississippi County Bars of Hinds 
County and Magnolia County as well as the National Bar Association. 
Banks is also a dedicated member of the Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity.
 His awards and acknowledgements are vast. He has received the 
American Inns of Court Professionalism Award for the United States Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals, Mississippi Business Journal’s Lawyer of the 
Year, Chambers USA’s America’s Leading Lawyers for Business, and Jack-
son’s Lawyer of the Year for both Arbitration and Mediation.
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SHARON 
RUTH
BARNER

…grew up in the Midwestern 
town of Twinsburg, Ohio, lo-
cated about twenty-five miles 
southeast of Cleveland and 
home of the annual Twins 
Days Festival. She attended 
undergraduate school at Syr-
acuse University in Syracuse, 
New York where she majored 
in Political Science and Psy-
chology. Her intentions were 
to study in preparation for a 

career as a Behavioral Child Psychologist. During her sophomore year she 
discovered her love of Political Science but more importantly, she began 
to think about law. After completing her studies at Syracuse, she enrolled 
into The University of Michigan Law School in Ann Arbor, Michigan earn-
ing her law degree in 1982. While at Michigan, she found her niche, that 
being intellectual property law.
 Barner’s major success began when she joined the Chicago firm of 
Foley & Lardner. In 1996, she became a Partner and Member of the firm’s 
Management Committee. In that role, she supervised more than 200 intel-
lectual property lawyers and led legal litigations into numerous high-pro-
file Intellectual Property cases. She is also credited with opening the firm’s 
first Asian offices in Shanghai, China. She was given numerous leadership 
roles and tasks to implement and litigate. She became a member of the 
firm’s Management Committee and was Chair of the Intellectual Property 
Department where she supervised more than 200 intellectual property 
lawyers.
 In 2009, she accepted an appointment from newly elected Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s administration serving as Deputy Under Secretary of 
Commerce for Intellectual Property and Deputy Director of the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office (USPTO. There, she would help shape U.S. policy 
for the protection of American patents and trademarks. She would serve 
in that role from October 2, 2009 through January 14, 2011. During her 
two years at USPTO, she would lead fifteen worldwide missions, includ-
ing seven trips to China and others to Russia, India, and Brazil, all aimed 
at the economic advantages and disadvantages related to property and 
trademarks.
 During her tenure at the USPTO, Barner was the leading participant 
in the creation of the “2010-2015 USPTO Strategic Plan.” She commuted 
weekly from her Alexandria, Virginia home to Chicago where her family, 
twin girls and one son, remained. This sacrifice, by her and her husband 
Haywood E. McDuffie Jr., also a lawyer, allowed their children to remain 
in their local schools and keep their childhood friends. 
 While at the USPTO Barner commuted weekely from her Alexan-
dria, Virginia home to Chicago where her family remained. This sacrifice 
allowed her children to remain in their local schools and keep their child-
hood friends. At the USPTO, Barner was the leading participant in the 
creation of the “2010-2015 USPTO Strategic Plan.”
 As Deputy Under Secretary at USPTO, Barner participated in nu-
merous foreign missions designed to raise awareness of the importance 
of intellectual property. She made trips to Brazil, China, India, Mexico, 
and Russia meeting with government officials, academic staff and industry 
leaders to convey the importance and the positive impact of the intended 
laws of each nation visited and those of the U.S. as they relate to cultural 
development, economics, and social issues.
 After leaving the USPTO, Barner returned to where she began, back 
Foley & Lardner. There she would successfully litigate and try numerous 
high profile cases. She argued cases before several Appellate Courts in-
cluding the Sixth and Seventh Circuit as well as the Court of Appeals for 
the Federal Circuit.

  On January 31, 2012, Barner accepted a position as Vice President 
and General Counsel at Cummins Inc., a Fortune 500 company based in 
Columbus, Indiana, that designs and manufactures diesel and natural gas 
engines and related products. In accepting this position, Barner became 
one of the first African American women to hold such a high profile po-
sition for a Fortune 500 company. Her technical science background in 
biology helped prepare her for that position.
 During here twenty-three years of legal service, Barner has repre-
sented the concerns and interests of many multinational corporations, 
product manufacturers, service providing companies, several cities, mu-
nicipalities, and universities as it relates to risk management and strategic 
counseling. One of her groundbreaking cases that she represented includ-
ed that of Pioneer Hi-Bred International (Rockwell Graphics v. Dev, Inc.). 
The company was involved in the manufacturing genetically engineered 
corn seed and had filed a suit claiming misappropriation of trade secrets. 
The six-week jury trial resulted in a $2.6 million damage award.
 Barner has served as legal Counsel in several high profile capacities. 
Some of them include as Independent Director at Patent Properties, Inc. 
(known as GlobalOptions Group, Inc.; Chairman of the IP Litigation Prac-
tice Group; Director of Association Of Corporate Counsel; Independent 
Director of Walker Innovation Inc.; Member of the International Business 
Team of the Automotive and Food Industry Teams; Director of Grateful 
Hand Foundation; and as Trustee of La Rabida Children’s Hospital and 
Research Center. She has also been successful in representing the Hughes 
Aircraft Company in their ten-month patent infringement trial against the 
United States. Barner’s victory resulted in an infringement of satellite sta-
bilizing technology award of $154 million.
 Another notable case that Barner was the primary attorney was that 
of Pioneer Hibred/DuPont. This case centered on genetic seeds and who 
owned the patents and processes. Pioneer Hi-Bred was the world’s largest 
seller of corn seed. Litigating the valued $500 million case was a monu-
mental undertaking, which took nearly six years in preparation for trial. 
 During the trial, Barner was in charge of over twenty-five lawyers 
and other key experts. Key to the jury trial was the presentation and the 
simplification of the complex technology involved. The trial itself took 
nearly two weeks before it ended in mistrial. Set for a new trial, the parties 
settled the matter before their next court dates.
 A leading attorney in the field of intellectual property, Barner has 
been featured in lmany eading magazines, including Black Enterprise 
Magazine, Diversity and the and “Patent Plums: Who’s Enforcing the Most 
Important Patents“ IP Law & Business. She has penned numerous articles 
including “Contending with Patents in Financial Services“ printed in The 
National Law Journal, January 2005; “IP Protection is Critical to Com-
bating Counterfeiting in a Global Marketplace; “China Outsourcing: A 
Technology-Based Strategy for Manufacture and Protection for the Do-
mestic and Global Markets; “Safeguarding Confidential and Trade Secret 
Information – Protecting the Company’s Crown Jewels“. 
 Barner is a member of many organizations including the Black Wom-
en Lawyers’ Association of Greater Chicago and the Women’s Bar Associ-
ation of Illinois, which awarded her its’ Women of Vision Award in 2011. 
She assisted in establishing President Obama’s program for female inven-
tors and served on the White House Council on Women and Girls.
 Barner has been given countless awards and honors including the 
“2011 Women of Vision Award” from the Women’s Bar Association of Illi-
nois, the National Law Journal’s “The 50 Most Influential Minority Lawyers 
in America”, and Law & Politics Media Inc.’s Illinois “Super Lawyer”. She 
is a member of the American Bar Association, the Illinois State Bar As-
sociation, and the National Bar Association. She has litigation privileges 
in Illinois, Ohio, and can argue cases before the U.S. Federal Sixth and 
Seventh Circuits.
 In 2013, Barner was awarded the “2013 American Inns of Court Pro-
fessionalism Award for the Seventh Federal Judicial Circuit”. This award’s 
purpose is to recognize a lawyer or judge who has displayed “sterling 
character and unquestioned integrity, coupled with ongoing dedication 
to the highest standards of the legal profession and the rule of law” and 
whose life and law practice reflects those traits.
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FERDINAND 
LEE
BARNETT, II

…was born into slavery in 
1859 in Nashville, Tennessee 
to Martha Brooks and Ferdi-
nand Lee Barnett. His father 
purchased the family’s free-
dom working as a blacksmith. 
His father moved the family 
to Windsor, Ontario before 
returning to the United States, 
settling in Chicago, Illinois.

 Barnett graduated high school from Chicago’s Central High 
School in 1874 at the age of fifteen. He taught school in the South 
for two years before returning to Chicago to pursue his education. 
He enrolled into the Union College of Law, now Northwestern Uni-
versity, where he received is law degree and was admitted to the 
Illinois Bar in 1878 at the age of nineteen. He was the third African 
American to be admitted to the bar following Lloyd G. Wheeler and 
Richard A. Dawson. 
 In 1978, Barnett co-founded the Chicago Conservator, the first 
black newspaper in the city and the second in the state of Illinois, 
the other being the Cairo Weekly Gazette. The four-page tabloid, 
with a circulation of over 1,000, became a vehicle for the black 
community to share black politics, race related issues, and positive 
or neutral stories about blacks as opposed to the divisive articles 
published by other newspapers in the North and the South. After 
four years, Barnett sold the newspapers to famed journalist Ida B. 
Wells in order to devote more time to his law practice. Wells would 
go on to operate the paper until 1914. 
 In 1879, Barnett gave a speech before the National Convention 
of African American men in Nashville, Tennessee entitled, “Race 
Unity”, where he spoke about the need for blacks to come togeth-
er as one with the purpose of bonding together to reach common 
goals. He called upon the attendees to become one in an effort to 
build economic and political power, to set aside differences and 
jealousy, and to address the needs of poor Southern blacks. He pro-
posed that blacks support black businesses, which in turn should 
hire blacks to work in those black businesses. Barnett was a leading 
proponent in an anti-lynching campaign and was a foremost leader 
in ending the civil rights abuses applied to the black community by 
white supremacists. 
 In 1888, Barnett joined partnership with S. Laing Williams to 
form a new law firm. The two would come to odds over Williams’ 
endorsement of Booker T. Washington compromise proposal calling 
for blacks to focus on agricultural and labor jobs as opposed to 
higher educated jobs. Barnett disagreed with that approach and the 
two dissolved their law practice.
 In 1892, three black men were lynched after being arrested in 
Memphis, Tennessee. The lynching received national news. One of 
the men lynched was a friend of Ida B. Wells, to whom Barnett had 
sold his newspaper, The Chicago Conservator. Wells wrote scathing 
articles about the Memphis lynching in her newspaper, which drew 
the ire of Southern whites. 
 The Memphis Commercial newspaper attacked Wells over her 
editorials. She in return sued the paper for libel and Barnett took 
on her case. After reviewing the case, Barnett advised Wells that 
although the case had merit, the case could not be won, as no black 

woman would ever win a libel case like hers in Tennessee. Wells 
dropped her case. Impressed with Barnett’s style and demeanor, 
Wells eventually married Barnett.
 In 1893, The World Columbian Exposition was held in Chi-
cago. The organizers of the event refused to allow certain black 
exhibitors to showcase their wares at the show that did not fall 
inline with their position on black-white relations. In response, 
Barnett co-wrote a publication entitled, “The Reason Why the Col-
ored American is not in the World’s Columbian Exposition – The Af-
ro-American’s Contribution to Columbian Literature”. The pamphlet 
was published by Barnett, Wells, abolitionist Frederick Douglass, 
and educator Irvine Garland Penn.
 The exhibition did include a few individual black exhibits, 
mainly African American artists such as sculptor Edmona Lewis 
and painter Nancy Green showcasing her “Aunt Jemima” paint-
ings sponsored by the R. T. Davis Milling Company, and Joan Imo-
gen Howard’s statistical exhibit. The organizers did allow scientist 
George Washington Carver to have exhibit space, however, his 
booth did not showcase in botanist achievements or other inven-
tions but showcased paintings created by Caver.
 In 1896, Barnett became head of the Bureau of Information 
and Dducation for Negroes by the Republican National Committee. 
That same year, he was appointed by then Republican Governor 
Charles S. Deneen as an Assistant State’s Attorney. He became the 
first black Assistant State’s Attorney to serve in the state of Illinois. 
 As Assistant State’s Attorney, Barnett worked on cases involv-
ing antitrust, extradition proceedings, habeas corpus and for the 
Juvenile Court. He also prosecuted cases before the Illinois State 
Supreme Court. He served as an Assistant State’s Attorney for four-
teen years. During that same time, Barnett served as legal counsel 
for the Wells-Barnett’s Negro Fellowship League, a reading room 
and social center. As legal counsel, he took on a murder case of a 
black man wrongly accused and won the man’s freedom from the 
false charges.
 In 1902, Barnett, in a speech to a gathering at Bethlehem 
Church in South Chicago, brought alarm to the nation when he sug-
gested that ten million blacks were set to revolt to stop the lynching 
laws that prevailed in the South. Two years later, he was appointed 
as the leader of the Chicago branch of the Republican Party’s Negro 
Bureau. His leadership was opposed by Tuskegee educator Booker 
T. Washington along with his ex-legal partner S. Laing Williams, 
who were more moderate in their approach to black suffrage. 
 In 1906, Barnett was nominated for a seat on an Illinois bench. 
He lost that judgeship by a mere 304 votes. He was not supported 
by Chicago’s black ministers due to his wife’s support of gambling 
kingpin Bob Motts who had converted a local saloon into a gam-
bling hall.
 In 1910, Barnett resigned his position as Assistant State’s At-
torney and returned to private practice. He took on cases pro bono 
where he focused on cases involving employment discrimination 
and criminal defense. He would go on to defend and litigate several 
notable cases including representing convicted murder  “Chicken 
Joe” Campbell, a case where he was able to have Campbell’s death 
sentence commuted to life in prison. Barnett also represented civil 
rights activists Marcus Garvey and his Universal Negro Improve-
ment Association. Barnett later changed his political affiliation from 
Republican to Democrat as more whites joined the Republican Par-
ty in efforts to minimize the black vote.
 Ferdinand Lee Barnett died on March 11, 1936. He was sev-
enty-seven years old. 
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DEBORAH 
A.
BATTS

...was born on April 13, 
1947 in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania to Ruth V. 
and Dr. James A. Batts Jr., 
an obstetrician and gy-
necologist. He was also 
the Director of Maternal 

and Infant-Care Services for the Philadelphia Department of 
Public Health. He also became a Professor at the Medical 
College of Pennsylvania, the first medical college for wom-
en, today named the Drexel College of Medicine at Drexel 
University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  
 Batts received her A.B. degree from Radcliffe College 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 1969. She received her J.D. 
degree from Harvard Law School in 1972. After passing the 
bar, her legal career began when she accepted a position 
with the firm of Cravath, Swaine, and Moore in New York 
City. She left the law firm to clerk for Judge Lawrence Pierce 
on the Federal Court, ironically the same Court on which she 
now serves as a Judge. She served as Assistant U.S. Attorney 
under Judge Pierce from 1979 to 1984.
 Leaving the U.S. Attorney’s Office, in 1984 she accepted 
a position as Associate Professor of Law at Fordham Uni-
versity, a private nonprofit coeducational research university 
in New York City staying for six years. She became the first 
African American appointed to the faculty serving for ten 
years. In 1990, she accepted, the position of Special Associ-
ate Counsel to the Department of Investigation for New York 
City. In May of 1994, President Bill Clinton, after following 
the recommendation of Batts’ mentor, Senator Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan, she to a seat on the United States District Court 
for the Southern District of New York after Judge Richard 
Owen received Senior status. 
 When Batts took the position of Judge of New York’s 
Southern District, she became the nation’s first openly les-
bian African American federal judge. Although she had not 
been associated with activist for gay rights and kept her 
sexuality low-key but not hidden, gay and lesbian activists 
hailed the nomination and confirmation of Batts as a historic 
event for the openness of gay and lesbian lifestyles. Early on 
in her career, Batts stated that being a lesbian was definitely 
a part of her life and asked others to to work for the civil 
rights of all minorities, including lesbians and gay men. 
 Since serving on the bench as a federal judge, Batts has 
oversaw and ruled on many cases, some more “important to 

the community at large” than others. In 1999, she oversaw 
the criminal trial of Cheng Yong Wang and Xingqi Fu, both 
charged in a scheme to take organs from executed Chinese 
prisoners  and arrange the transplant of those organs in an 
underground operation. In 2001, she oversaw the trial of 
Mamdouh Mahmud Salim who was charged with the stab-
bing of a jail guard while he awaited separate trial in the 
1998 United States’ conspiracy to bomb a U.S. Embassy.
 In 2006, she sat to hear the civil suit against Christine 
Todd Whitman, the former Environmental Protection Agen-
cy administrator, charged with misleading  people near the 
World Trade Center site after the September 11, 2001 attacks 
about the risk of toxic air pollution. In 2008, she heard the 
commercial litigation case between Exxon Mobil and PdVSA 
concerning Venezuela’s expropriation of Exxon assets in the 
Orinoco Basin of Venezuela. The government of Venezuela 
had taken privately owned property and transferred its’ use 
for the benefit of the Venezuelan public.
 In 2009, ruled to stop the printing of an an unauthorized 
“sequel” to “Catcher in the Rye”. Batts ordered an injunction 
that stopped the book from being printed. In 2011, she was 
overruled by the United States Court of Appeals 2nd Circuit 
in a case, “Skaftorous v US”, where she had ruled that U.S. 
District Courts had the authority to decide issues of foreign 
law. The U.S. 2nd Circuit Court rejected her opinion ruling 
that U.S. courts had no rights to assume responsibility for 
supervising the integrity of the judicial systems of any other 
sovereign nation. In their overruling, the Court indicated in 
order to rule, a U.S. Court would have to review whether 
the country involved in the trial or for that fact, any foreign 
country has been in compliance with their own laws con-
cerning the issue at hand.
 A devoted mother, for twenty-two years, Batts has sat on 
the bench of New York’s Southern District, in the courthouse 
named the person who first recommended her for the posi-
tion and her mentor, the Daniel Patrick Moynihan United 
States Courthouse. She continues to serve as an adjunct at 
Fordham and is an active member of the Bar Association of 
the City of New York, the Metropolitan Black Bar Association 
and the Lesbian and most importantly, the Gay Law Associ-
ation of Greater New York. She received an honorary degree 
from the City University of New York School of Law in 1998.
 Batts has two children from a previous marriage and  
was remarried to Dr. Gwen Lois Zornberg in 2011.
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SOLOMON 
BAYLOR

… was born in King William 
County, Virginia. His father 
was a construction work-
er while his mother was a 
homemaker. When Baylor 
was a young child, his family 
moved to Baltimore, Mary-
land. He attended public el-
ementary schools in the city 

graduating from Douglass High School in 1941.
 Serving in World War II, Baylor served with the Quartermaster 
Corps in Europe. After completing his military duties, he returned 
to the United States and enrolled into Coppin State Teachers Col-
lege located in his hometown of Baltimore. He was able to pay 
his tuition through the military’s GI Bill Program. After graduating 
from Coppin State, he entered the University of Maryland School of 
Law, also located in Baltimore earning his law degree in 1951. He 
passed the Maryland bar exam two years later, in 1953.
 With his law degree in hand, Baylor opened a general practice 
law firm in Baltimore operating from a small second-floor office. Start-
ing from scratch, he set out to help the local people of the city. Over 
the next ten years, he became a lawyer of the people and earned a 
popular reputation of taking care of those that he represented.
 During the tumultuous 1963 civil rights protests that spread 
across the country, Baylor himself participated in local sit-ins, even 
taking part in the city’s Gwynn Oak amusement park demonstration 
in July 1963. He also participated in Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
famed 1963 Civil Rights “March on Washington”.  A man of the 
people, Baylor worked diligently to ensure that fairness was univer-
sal no matter of one’s color or creed.
 A man of the people, his popularity amongst his community 
and peers grew enormously. That same year, 1963, he took the po-
sition of Assistant City Solicitor for Baltimore City. He remained in 
that position for five years until he became a member of the city’s 
Board of Municipal and Zoning Appeals where he served for two 
years. 
 In 1969, Baylor made the local news headlines in the local 
Baltimore Sun Newspaper when he and his soon to be wife, Thelma 
Robinson, went to the Baltimore Marriage Bureau to obtain a mar-
riage license. He vehemently objected when the white clerk in the 
Bureau entered Baylor’s race as “colored”. Arguing that if the clerk 
were to write in a racial designation, he preferred that the desig-
nation be “black”. The clerk refused to do so. Not satisfied, Baylor 
stood his ground and refused to accept the “colored” designation 
and threatened court action. Eventually, a sitting Judge, Judge James 
A. Perrott, signed an order that allowed Baylor to be classified as 
“black”. A not so small victory for Baylor as the ruling made his 
popularity soar even higher.

 In 1970, then Governor Marvin Mandel named Baylor to serve 
on the State District Court. Seven years later, he was appointed to 
the Baltimore Circuit Court by then Governor Blair E. Lee, III. He 
would remain with the court serving until his retirement in 1986.
 A quiet and gentle man in every respect, Baylor was a cham-
pion of the underdog. Throughout his legal career, he was an out-
spoken advocate for civil rights and worked to ensure their rights 
were protected. Having a penchant for judicial fairness, poor and 
disenfranchisement rights, he became an active member of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
whose national offices, which so happened to be located in Balti-
more. During that time, he also served as President of the Baltimore 
chapter of the Congress of Racial Equality.
 Baylor, because of his love for young up and coming lawyers 
that came before him, many times would mentor them to ensure 
they understood and applied the rule of law. He would instill in 
them a sense of character-driven fairness, all the time giving them 
respect, no matter from what walk of life or their current station in 
the professional careers.
 In his pursuit of legal fairness in his beloved Baltimore, Baylor 
took special interest in helping black law students enter the legal 
field. He would often visit his alma mater, the University of Maryland 
School of Law, where he would participate in various panels to rein-
force his particular style of “judging”. He was especially caring for 
black women and gave added support to them. Assisting these young 
black lawyers was a cornerstone to Baylor’s professional career.
 An extraordinary and effective leader, Baylor became a hero to 
many, including those that came before him, lawyers on both sides 
that presented their cases before him, and his fellow Judges that he 
served with as well. Never raising his voice, even while sentencing 
a defendant in some of the most egregious cases, he treated them 
with respect and showed kindness in his ruling. A man that never 
tolerated injustices or the mistreatment of anyone, Baylor took spe-
cial umbrage when he witnessed those ills in any form.
 Baylor was a member of the Monumental City Bar Association, 
which is Baltimore’s oldest and largest bar association. While there, 
he served as the organization’s Historian. He was a member of Met-
ro Democrats Inc., a Baltimore political club. He was also a Board 
member of the Lafayette Square Community Association, a group 
of eclectic businesses that worked together to promote commerce 
within the community.
 Baylor lived in the Northwood section of Baltimore for more 
than thirty years before moving to a retirement community. His per-
sonal enjoyment included writing poetry, singing and playing his 
harmonica. For sixty-nine years, he was a member of Baltimore’s 
Enon Baptist Church. 
 Judge Solomon Baylor died from complications of pneumonia 
at Oak Crest Village, the retirement community that he resided in. 
He was eighty-five years old. He will be remembered in Baltimore 
as one of the most caring and kind Judges to serve the city and the 
State of Maryland.

Photo Not 
Available
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LOUIS
A.
BEDFORD, JR.  

… was born on January 
23, 1926 in Dallas, Texas 
to Callie Rodgers Bedford 
and Louis A. Bedford, Sr.. 
He attended public schools 
there graduating in 1942 
from Booker T. Washington 
High School. He enrolled 
into Texas’s Prairie View 
College, now Prairie View 

A&M University, where he earned is Bachelor’s degree in 1946. 
Because of Texas’ segregation laws, Bedford was not able to pur-
sue his legal education in Texas. He moved to New York City in 
order to earn his law degree. In 1951, he earned that degree from 
Brooklyn School of Law.  
 After obtaining his law degree, Bedford returned to Dallas to 
begin his legal practice. One of his first endeavors was the cre-
ation of the J.L. Turner Society, a well needed black bar associa-
tion and an affiliate of the National Bar Association, specifically 
created as the American Bar Association did not permit blacks to 
be members. He would serves as the organization’s historian until 
his death. In 1954, he was chosen to assist the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People’s (NAACP) Thurgood 
Marshall, the top staff attorney for the Association during Dallas’s 
first desegregation case. He also served as legal counsel, along 
with attorneys W. J. Durham and C. B. Bunkley, in representing 
students from Wiley and Bishop College who had been arrested 
for participating in desegregation sit-ins. He also served as coun-
sel on the case involving the Dallas Public Schools in their uncon-
stitutional separate but equal policies.
 In 1958, he married Velma Ruth Bates with whom he would 
stay married for the next fifty-two years. She would die in 2010. 
For the next five years, Bedford would serve his Dallas and sur-
rounding area clients with their legal needs. In 1963, a special 
election was held for a seat in the Texas Legislature. Bedford ran 
for the seat but finished third in the balloting. Bedford returned to 
practice private law.  
 Three years later, Bedford was appointed as an Associate Mu-
nicipal Judge in Dallas. He presided over cases that were held in 
the evenings and weekends. He became the first black Associate 
Municipal Judge ever appointed in Dallas. In 1968, he became 
the fourth black lawyer to join the Dallas Bar Association. In 
1984, he was unanimously elected to the Bar’s Board of Directors.
 In 1978, then President Jimmy Carter appointed Bedford to 
the Commission for Nominating Federal Circuit Court Judges for 
the Fifth Circuit. In 1979, Bedford resigned from the bench to 
make a bid for the 1980 Council Seat in Dallas’ District 8, which 
was being vacated. Unfortunately, after a year of hard campaign-
ing, the city redistricted the voting regions, which placed Bedford 
into another district, District 6, where he lost. He again returned 
to private practice where he would spend the next thirty years, 
ceasing only after his wife died.

 Although retired, Bedford remained active in the legal com-
munity and his local South Dallas residents. Involved in numerous 
groups, Bedford never tired of helping others. He was active in 
groups such as the Big Brothers Big Sisters, the Circle 10 Council 
of the Boy Scouts of America, the Moorland Branch of the YMCA 
and the Washington Lincoln Alumni Association of Dallas. He 
also served as President of the Prairie View Alumni Association.
 Bedford devoted his life to assisting the underrepresented, 
mentoring new generations of leaders, and ensuring the civil 
rights of others were not infringed upon. He helped to bring need-
ed changes to the legal and political climate in Dallas. A humble 
leader and trailblazer, Bedford believed that the American pie was 
big enough for everyone if they simply did a good job at what they 
were doing.
 An inspiration to many, he helped to open legal doors for the 
many that cared to enter, insisting they be well prepared and that 
they represent their clients and their profession in the best possi-
ble manner. He gave much time and energy to ensuring that the 
schools in Dallas were desegregated and the local voting citizens, 
especially minority voters, had their voting rights protected.
 A highlight for Bedford, one in which his emotions ran high, 
was when he gave the oath of office at the swearing in ceremony 
to Dallas’ newly elected and the state’s first black Dallas County 
District Attorney Craig Watkins. A proud day for both Watkins and 
Bedford as Bedford knew there were other qualified black lawyers 
that had been passed over for the position. With his voice crack-
ing and his hands shaking, Bedford completed the swearing in of 
Watkins, a man whom he had written a letter of recommendation 
for when he applied for law school. His tears were not only for 
Watkins but also for those that he knew had deserved the oppor-
tunity but due to their race, were omitted from having the chance.
was a member of New Hope Baptist Church in Dallas, a church 
that he joined when he was a child. 
 Bedford served on several boards for several social, civic and 
professional organizations. He served on the Board of Directors 
for the Dallas Bar Association and the Southwest Legal Bar As-
sociation. He was a member of Fellows-Dallas Bar Association 
and Fellows-Texas Bar Association. He was also a life member of 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. and co-founded Black Dallas Re-
membered, an organization that chronicles and documents past 
and present achievements of Blacks in Dallas. 
 He was given many awards and accolades during his lengthy 
legal career. He was awarded the National Bar Association’s Ger-
trude E. Rush Award, Dallas Bar Association’s Justinian Award 
as well as their Morris Harrell Professionalism Award. In 1989, 
Bedford was selected as one of the twelve honorees for Miller 
Brewing Company’s commissioned oil portraits, “Gallery of 
Greats: Black Attorneys Counselors for the Cause”. The collection 
toured throughout the United States that year. Bedford’s biogra-
phy, “Quest for Justice: Louis A. Bedford, Jr. and the Struggle for 
Equal Rights in Texas” was commissioned and by the Dallas Bar 
Association in 2009, written by Darwin Payne. 
  Louis A. Bedford Jr., Dallas County’s first black judge, died 
on April 10, 2014 at Walnut Place, a transitional assisted care se-
nior citizen facility in Dallas from prostate cancer. He was eighty-
eight years old.
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HARVEY 
E.
BEECH

… was born on Decem-
ber 25, 1923 in Kinston, 
North Carolina. His father 
had migrated from South 
Carolina to North Caroli-
na as a teenager looking 
for work. Uneducated and 
unable to read or write, 
the elder Beech could find 

work only doing meaningless chores and ended up becoming 
a shoe shine boy in a barbershop. Because of his inability to 
read and write, Beech’s father actually misspelled his own name 
throughout his entire life. Taking the spelling from Beechnut 
chewing gum, instead of the correct family spelling of Beach, 
the immediate family has continued to spell their name Beech 
while his cousins spell the last name correctly, Beach. 
 Although uneducated, the elder Beech knew the value 
money and saved every penny he could get his hands on. Frugal 
and determined, he worked, hustled, and saved throughout his 
adult years to the point that he later became the owner of four 
barbershops in the Kingston area. His hard work allowed him to 
send his first four children to college.
 Harvey was the youngest of five children. Each of his broth-
ers and sisters had all attended college yet none of them had 
graduated. His father, tired of spending money on college, sent 
Harvey to Harris Barber College in Raleigh where at the young 
age of twenty, he became a registered and licensed barber and 
returned to Kingston still wanting to go to college.
 Back in Kingston, Beech still was not keen on the barber 
business. Having grown up in barbershops and shoeshine par-
lors, Beech had grown up fast. It was in these shops and parlors 
that he learned to cuss, play pool, and gamble beginning at the 
age of seven. As he began to settle into the life of being a barber, 
one day he happened to play ten cents on the local “numbers” 
game and hit for fifty dollars. With his winnings, he packed up 
his barber’s tools and left Kingston.
 Deciding to hitch hike to New Orleans in an attempt to 
enroll into Xavier University where his siblings had attended, 
he caught a ride with a nurse going to Atlanta. Not having been 
anywhere outside of Kingston or Raleigh, arriving in Atlanta was 
a new experience for him. The nurse dropped Beech off at the 
local YMCA where the manager befriended him. After learning 
where he was headed and why, the manager suggested he look 
into Atlanta’s Morehouse College. Beech immediately took a 
streetcar to the school and sought out the Bursar’s Office for 
help. The manager’s suggestion changed the course of Beech’s 
life.

 He not only was able to enroll into Morehouse, but he got 
a maintenance job at the school as well making $20 a week. 
Tuition at the time was $27 a month. With his weekly school 
job and the money he earned cutting hair, Beech was on easy 
street. Refusing to accept any financial assistance from his par-
ents, he instead paid his own way. While at Morehouse, he was 
a classmate of Martin Luther King Jr. and became the Captain of 
the football team. He graduated from Morehouse in 1944 taking 
only three and a half years to do so. 
 After graduating from Morehouse, Beech returned to North 
Carolina entering North Carolina College, now N.C. Central 
University, to begin his law studies. He was soon asked by Thur-
good Marshall of the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) to join in a pending law suit against 
University of North Carolina which did not permit blacks to at-
tend their law school. Joining Marshall in the suite, along with 
three other students, Beech would eventually be admitted to the 
University’s law school. In June of 1951, Beech became one of 
the first four blacks to be admitted.
 Although now an official student at the law school, rac-
ism did not disappear. After receiving his swimming pool privi-
lege card from the University, he was asked to return it as they 
thought he was Brazilian and black students could receive pool 
cards. Although Beech refused stating that he would swim where 
he damned pleased, those privileges were revoked. Even at his 
graduation ceremony, the white student alphabetically assigned 
to march beside him in the graduation procession refused. For-
tunately for Beech, not all whites had the same viewpoint. The 
white editor of the University’s Law Review stepped out of his 
position in line to join him during the procession.
 For more than thirty-five years, Beech has served his Kin-
stonian community in an attempt to blur the color line in the 
interactions between blacks and whites. He sought to connect 
the poverty stricken with educational opportunities. He returned 
to North Carolina University often to ensure that the black stu-
dents knew the sacrifices made and the opportunity that has 
been given to them to excel in their studies. He was particularly 
devoted to the University’s General Alumni Association’s Annual 
Black Alumni Reunion. 
 Beech became a first in many endeavors. He was the first 
black Chair of the Kinston Board of Education and the first black 
Trustee of East Carolina University. He began a fund for the Le-
noir Memorial Hospital for Children and even donated land for 
the Lenoir Community College in Kingston.
 He has been given countless awards including the 1981 Kin-
ston-Lenoir County Citizen of the Year Award, North Carolina’s 
William Richardson Davie Award, and the North Carolina Uni-
versity General Alumni Association’s Distinguished Service Med-
al. The University’s Black Alumni Reunion Outstanding Student 
Award was named in his honor. He was also a member of the 
University’s Board of Visitors and the Law School’s Alumni Board.
 Harvey E. Beech died on August 7, 2005 at the age of 
eighty-one. 
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D ERRICK 
ALBERT
BELL, JR. 

...was born on November 
6, 1930 in Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania to Ada Elizabeth 
Bell and Derrick A. Bell, Sr.. 
Raised in the  Hill District of
Pittsburgh, Derrick grew 
up in a middle-class family 
neighborhood. He was the 
oldest of four children.

 Bell earned his A.B. degree from Duquesne University located 
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania graduating in 1952. After his graduation, 
to complete is military duties, he became a member of the Duquesne 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps. He enlisted into the Air Force and 
served for two years in Korea. Completing his military duties, he re-
turned to the U.S. and enrolled into law school.
 Bell received his LL.B. degree from the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Law in 1957. With degree in hand, Bell was recommended 
by then United States Associate Attorney General William P. Rogers 
for a job with the U.S. Justice Department’s civil rights division. Ar-
riving at the Justice Department, Bell found himself to be one of a 
handful of black lawyers in the office. 
 Bell joined forces with the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People (NAACP) in their fight for civil rights 
for African Americans. The government thought his activities were 
counterintuitive to the objectives that had for him and asked for his 
resignation from the NAACP. Pondering the thought for only a mo-
ment, Bell resigned and took a position with the NAACP’s Legal De-
fense Fund (LDF). 
 As Assistant Counsel for the LDF, Bells’ job was to craft legal 
strategies to combat segregatged racists laws and to end the segrega-
tion of public education. At the LDF, Bell was able to work alongside 
many notable black attorneys, all focused on improving the lives of 
blacks in America. Working alongside noted attorneys such as Thur-
good Marshall, Robert L. Carter, and Constance Baker Motley, Bell 
oversaw more than three hundred desegregation cases involving 
southern racist practices. 
 Assigned to work on cases in Mississippi by the LDF, Bell was the 
lead for the desegregation lawsuit case against the State of Mississippi 
and their refusal to admit black students. Over the protests of local 
white supremacist and that of then Mississippi Governor Ross Barnett,  
Bell and his team eventually won their case. With that victory, James 
Meredith became the first black student at the university.
 During the turbulent 1960s, civil rights activism was at its height. 
Bell and the LDF were in the midst of it all. For his efforts, the Univer-
sity of Southern California hired Bell as its’ Executive Director of the 
Western Center on Law and Poverty. In 1969, the Harvard Law School 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, in response to black students protests, 
hired Bell to teach law at the university. He became the first black law 
professor at Harvard Law School and the first tenured.
 While at Harvard, Bell introduced new civil rights courses and 
published a case study,   Race, Racism and American Law, a classic 
in the Field. Teaching at Harvard for eleven years, Bell also produced 
many articles for the Harvard Law Review. 

 Leaving Harvard, Bell became Dean of the University of Ore-
gon School of Law in 1980. Six years later, he would resign as Dean 
in protest of the university’s refusal to hire an Asian-American wom-
an he had recommended. He took a one year position at Stanford 
University in Stanford, California. In 1986, Bell returned to Harvard. 
Once back on campus, in protest of the university’s failure to grant 
tenure to two staff professors who had written critical race theories,  
he conducted a five-day sit-in in his office. Bell was supported by 
students and other faculty members in his protest. Bell pointed out 
in his sit-in that Harvard Law school, at the time, had sixty tenured 
professors of which three were black men, five were white women 
and none were black women. In protest, Bell took a leave of absence 
from the university.
 While on his leave of absence, Bell took on speaking engage-
ments and the criticism of some of his fellow professors at Harvard. 
He accepted a position as Visiting Professor at New York University’s 
School of Law (NYU) in 1991. Vowing not to return to Harvard until 
they officially hired black women faculty members, Bell continued to 
teach at NYU for two years. Seeking an extension of his leave, Har-
vard refused and ended his tenure with the university. It would be six 
more years before Harvard hired their first black professor. Bell would 
not return to Harvard instead keeping his teaching relationship with 
NYU in place.
 At NYU, Bell taught classes in constitutional law. Known for his 
kind natured spirit and dialogue with his students, his classroom acu-
men was unlike other law school professors. He engaged his students 
in healthy dialogue and creative mock oral arguments. He hired past 
students as Teaching Assistants to aid him in his teachings. He even 
established a Bell Fellow, paying for an assistant to help him human-
ize the law school experience.
 In his teachings on race, Bell utilized three major arguments in 
his examination of racial profiles in American Law. He argued on the 
principals of constitutional contradiction, contradictions embedded 
in Constitution of the Founding Fathers. He argued on the interest 
convergence principle, a theory that white people will support racial 
justice only if there is something in it for them. His third argument on 
race relations in America centered on the price of racial remedies. 
In this discussion with his students, Bell would have one side argue 
against the other as to which segment of the white society should pay 
for the suffrage of blacks due to slavery, segregation and discrimina-
tion. Bell and several other legal scholars penned the phrase “critical 
race theory” during the 1970s to depict their overall stance of race 
relations in the U.S..
 Aside from his legal writings, Bell also wrote several science fic-
tion short stories. In “The Space Traders”, he tells the story of white 
Americans trading black Americans with space aliens in order to pay 
off the U.S. national debt in exchange for advanced technology. Bell 
died from carcinoid cancer at St. Luke’s-Roosevelt Hospital on Octo-
ber 5, 2011 at the age of eighty.
 In his honor, the University of Pittsburgh’s School of Law opened 
on March 20, 2013, the Derrick A. Bell Constitutional Law Commons 
in the school’s Barco Law Library. The university’s community law 
clinic, which gives free legal assistance to local low-income citizens, 
was renamed in his honor and is now called the Derrick Bell Commu-
nity Legal Clinic. Bell also had two fellowship positions at the school 
are also named after him.  Bell’s legacy of bringing race theories to the 

forefront of the American society is historic and timeless.
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ROBERT 
MACK
BELL 

...was born on July 6, 
1943 in Rocky Mount, 
North Carolina to Rosa 
Lee and Thomas Bell. 
His mother was a do-
mestic care giver while 
his father worked as a 
construction laborer. 

His mother moved north to Baltimore, Maryland when 
she separated from Bells father. 
 He attended Dunbar High School graduating in 1961. 
In his senior year of high school, Bell, his good friend, 
Reginald Lewis, and a group of other students joined in 
with students from Morgan State University to protest seg-
regated restaurants in Baltimore. They conducted a sit-
in at Hooper’s Restaurant, a local Baltimore segregated 
restaurant. They were arrested, charged with trespassing 
for violating Maryland’s segregated lunch counters and 
fined $10 each.
 They were tried in the Circuit Court of Baltimore City 
and convicted. The National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP) and their Legal Defense 
Fund (LDF) took on the appeal case for Bell and the stu-
dents. Bell, at sixteen years old, became the lead defen-
dant in the case which was heard and ruled upon by the 
U.S. Supreme Court. 
 To represent the students, the LDF hired famed at-
torneys Thurgood Marshall and Juanita Jackson Mitchell 
to argue the students appeal to the Maryland Court of 
Appeals. The attorneys argued that the state’s trespassing 
laws violated the Fourteenth Amendment to the United 
States Constitution. Unfortunately, the Court of Appeals 
upheld the decision ruled upon by the Circuit Court.
 The LDF then appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
To represent the students, this time they hired Constance 
Baker Motley and Jack Greenberg. In Bell v. Maryland, 
the attorney’s simply argued that since the time that the 
case was filed and the hearing, both the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly and the U.S. Congress have passed public 
accommodation laws prohibiting segregation laws. They 
pointed out that the Congress has before it and ready to 
vote upon legislation to create a Civil Rights Act.
 The U.S. Supreme Court did cast an opinion in the 
case. They vacated the case, sending it back to Mary-
land’s State Court for it to decide if the convictions should 
be overturned since the State has new legislation in place 

that prohibits the refusal of service in public facilities. 
Since Maryland’s state law had changed, all charges 
against the students were dropped. Bell and the other 
student’s case was pivotal in ended racial segregation in 
restaurants in the state of Maryland.
 Bell went on to attend Morgan State University in 
Baltimore graduating second in his class in 1966 with 
a A.B. degree in History and Political Science. While at 
Morgan he joined the Alpha Phi Omega fraternity. He re-
ceived his J.D. degree from Harvard Law School in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts in 1969. Bell was the first student 
that graduated from Morgan State University to attend 
Harvard. With degree in hand, he returned to Baltimore 
to  begin his legal career.
 Bell passed the Maryland State Bar Examination in 
1969. He accepted a job with the Baltimore law firm of 
Piper & Marbury. He was the firms first black associate. 
He stayed for six years. 
 Bell became a judge on the District Court of Mary-
land for Baltimore City in 1975. He served on that Court’s 
bench until 1984. Accepting an appointment to the Court 
of Special Appeals in Maryland, he served that Court for 
seven years, until 1991. He was then elected as Judge 
of the Court of Appeals of Maryland. Five years later, in 
1996, then Maryland Governor Parris Glendening, chose 
Bell as Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals. As Judge of 
the states highest court, Bell became the only active judge 
in Maryland that had served for at least four years on all 
four levels of Maryland’s court system. He also became 
he first African American to be named Chief Judge of the 
Court.
 Judge Bell has served the Courts with distinction and 
a fairness in his opinions. He is member of the Mary-
land State Bar Association, the American Bar Association, 
and the National Association. He has been recognized by 
many legal, professional, and educational organizations 
and has given countless lectures to schools, colleges, and 
universities on the subject of law.
 Bell has served on many legal committees. From 
1977 to 1982, he was a member of the Court of Appeals 
Standing Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure. 
From 1980 to 1982, he was a member of the Board of 
Directors, Judicial Institute of Maryland, and in 2006, he 
was named Chair of the National Center for State Courts’ 
Board of Directors. While serving as Chair, Bell was also 
serving as President of the Conference of Chief Justices.
 After forty-four years of servicing citizens and the 
courts, on July 6, 2013, Judge Robert Mac Bell retired from 
the bench, at the mandatory retirement age of seventy. 
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ROBERT
BENHAM

was born on September 
25, 1946 in Cartersville, 
Georgia to Jesse Knox 
Benham and Clarence 
Benham. He attend-
ed Summer Hill High 
School in Cartersville 
graduating in 1963. He 
matriculated to Tuske-

gee University in Tuskegee, Alabama where he complet-
ed his B.S. degree in Political Science in 1967. 
 For his law degree, Benham first enrolled into Har-
vard Law School in Cambridge, Massachusetts but com-
pleted his studies at the University of Georgia School of 
Law. He was the second African American to graduate 
from the university doing so in 1970 with his J.D. degree. 
While there, he became a member of the Demosthenian 
Literary Society. Benham went on to the University of Vir-
ginia to receive his L.L.M. degree.
 After leaving the University of Georgia Law School, 
Benham took time away from attaining his L.L.M. Degree 
in order to fulfill his military obligations. He served rising 
to the rank of Captain in the U.S. Army Reserves. After 
receiving his discharge from the Army, he began his legal 
career as a trial attorney in the offices of the lanta Legal 
Aid Society, Inc.. After a very short period, he left Atlanta, 
returning to his hometown of Cartersville.
 Back in Cartersville, he opened his private practice 
law offices. Benham became the first African American 
to establish a law practice in Bartow County. He later 
took the position as Special Assistant Attorney General. 
During that time, he also  served two terms as President 
of the Bartow County Bar Association. 
 In 1984, then Governor Joe Frank Harris appointed 
Benham to the Georgia State Court of Appeals. During the 
next general election, he was elected on his own merits 
to the Court. With the electoral victory, Benham became 
the first African American to win a statewide election in 
Georgia since Reconstruction. He would serve the Court 
for five years. 
 In 1989, Governor Harris again appointed Benham 
to a post, this time the appointment was a seat on the Su-
preme Court of Georgia. In the next general election, he 
again won the seat by citizen’s votes. He again became a 
first, the first African-American to serve on the Supreme 

Court of Georgia. In 1995, he was selected to become the 
Chief Justice where he served for six years.
 During his illustrious career, Judge Benham has held 
memberships in several professional organizations. For 
the Governor’s Commission on Drug Awareness and Pre-
vention, he served as its’ Chair. He is a member of eight 
national, state and local bar associations including the 
American Judicature Society, the Georgia Bar Founda-
tion, the Georgia Legal History Foundation, the Lawyers’ 
Club of Atlanta, the National Criminal Justice Associa-
tion, and Scribes, The American Society of Writers on Le-
gal Subjects.
 Benham has served as the Vice President of the Geor-
gia Conference of Black Lawyers. He was a Board Mem-
ber of the Georgia Association of Trial Lawyers and the 
Federal Lawyers Association. For Georgia State Bar Task 
Force, he is a member of the Involvement of Women & 
Minorities in the Profession and the Georgia Commission 
on Children & Youth. He serves as a member of the Na-
tional Association of Court Management, the National 
Conference of Chief Justices, and the Federal-State Ju-
risdiction Committee. He has presided over the Society 
for Alternative Dispute Resolution, Chaired the Judicial 
Council, served as Chairman of the Chief Justice’s Com-
mission on Professionalism, and is a member of the Gov-
ernor’s Southern Business Institute.
 Benham has also served as President of the Society 
for Alternative Dispute Resolution and has Chaired the 
Judicial Council. He has served as the Regional Vice Pres-
ident of the Georgia Historical Society’s Board of Cura-
tors and is a member of the Southern Institute for Business 
and Professional Ethics Board of Governors. He contin-
ues to live in his hometown of Cartersville, Georgia with 
his wife Nell Dodson Benham. He is a proud member of 
the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.



51

ROBERT
CHARLES
O’HARA

         BENJAMIN

…was born on March 
31, 1855 on the island 
of St. Kitts in the West 
Indies. When he was 
fourteen years old, his 
family moved to the 
United States settling in 

New York City, New York arriving in the fall of 1869. Ben-
jamin would become a U.S. citizen and complete high 
school in the public schools of New York. By the time he 
turned twenty-one, he had become a gifted speaker and 
was involved in the local politics of New York.
 He was able to obtain work as a Soliciting Agent 
and served as a City Editor for the Progressive American 
newspaper. He supported the presidential candidacy of 
Republican Rutherford B. Hayes and for the support given 
he was rewarded with a position of letter carrier in New 
York City. After five months on the job, Benjamin quit and 
moved to Kentucky. There he took a job teaching school.
 While teaching, Benjamin remained involved with 
newspaper editing. He became owner or editor of eleven 
newspapers, including the Colored Citizen of Pittsburgh; 
the Negro American of Birmingham, Alabama; the Chron-
icle of Evansville, Illinois; and the Los Angeles Observer; 
and the San Francisco Sentinel. Benjamin also owned the 
Nashville Free Lance, where, as the contributing editor, 
he wrote articles under the name of “Cicero”. He also 
published several books and pamphlets, including a col-
lection of poems, “Poetic Gems”; the “Life of Toussaint 
L’Ouverture”; and “for Southern Outrages: A Statistical 
Record of Lawless Doings”.
 Benjamin then decided to obtain a law degree and 
studied law. While studying, he took another job in Deca-
tur, Alabama as a Principal of a school. In 1880, he took 
the Alabama Bar exam, passed and was admitted to the 
state bar. He remained in Alabama for six years.
 In 1886, Benjamin left Alabama traveling to Cana-
da on a speaking tour speaking on politics, social status, 
and the plight of blacks in America. While publishing and 
speaking, he also maintained his law practice. Wherever 
he traveled, he looked for cases to represent. One such 
case he litigated was in Richmond, Virginia where he 
won the acquittal of a black woman charged with mur-
der. He urged blacks to defend themselves and spoke out 

on racial discrimination. He fought Jim Crow laws that 
held blacks down and denounced white violence against 
blacks. 
 Benjamin was a fearless man and wrote accordingly. 
In voicing his opinions, he crossed lines that many blacks 
were afraid to cross. While traveling in Arkansas in 1879, 
Benjamin had to flee from the town of Brinkley because 
of his outspoken rhetoric on civil rights. Although many 
white supremacists disliked his speeches, many white 
newspaper’s printed favorable words about his dialogue.
 In 1892, Benjamin married Lula M. Robinson and 
they had two children, a son and a daughter. The family 
moved to Lexington, Kentucky to settle. He again became 
involved in the local politics of Lexington. During an ar-
gument with white Democratic white precinct worker, 
Michael Moynahan, who was trying to prevent blacks 
from attempting to register to vote, Benjamin was shot 
and killed. At Moynahan’s trial three days later, he plead 
self defense, which the presiding Judge accepted even 
though Benjamin was shot in the back. 
 Robert Charles O’Hara Benjamin was killed on Octo-
ber 2, 1900. He was forty-five years old. 
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STEPHEN 
KEITH
BENJAMIN

…was born December 
1, 1969 in Queens, New 
York. His birth came not 
long after his parents re-
located from Orangeburg, 
South Carolina to Queens 
during the 1960’s migration 
of blacks from America’s 
Deep South to the North 

seeking a better life. Benjamin attended the public schools of 
Queens where he completed high school.
 He left New York moving to Columbia, South Carolina 
where he attended the University of South Carolina where he 
graduated with an undergraduate degree in Political Science. 
As a student, Benjamin was actively involved in the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People’s student 
chapter. He was also elected as President of the school’s student 
body. 
 For his law degree, Benjamin remained at the University of 
South Carolina attending their law school. In his third year, he 
served as the President of the student bar association. For his so-
cial endeavors, Benjamin joined the Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity.
 After receiving his law degree, Benjamin opened his own 
law firm in Columbia. He focused on the areas of administrative 
and regulatory work. He aided his clients in governmental stra-
tegic planning, municipal finance and general business matters.
 In 1999, then South Carolina Governor Jim Hodges ap-
pointed Benjamin, at the young age of twenty-nine, as Director 
of the South Carolina Probation, Pardon, and Parole Services. 
He then took the position as the Regional Manager of Public 
Affairs for International Paper Company. He would then work 
for the Carolina Power & Light Company as their Manager of 
Corporate Affairs before becoming an associate for McNair Law 
Firm in their Administrative and Regulatory Department.
 In 2009, Benjamin represented famed radio personality Tom 
Joyner in an attempt to secure a pardon for several of his great 
uncles who were wrongfully convicted of killing a 73-year-old 
South Carolina confederate veteran soldier. In 1913, Joyner’s 
uncles were convicted of the killing and executed for the crime. 
Through Benjamin’s dedicated discovery process and his skill-
ful research, he was able to win a landmark decision from the 
South Carolina Board of Paroles and Pardons who unanimously 
voted to grant a posthumous pardon to Joyner’s uncles. Benja-
min was the first lawyer, black or white, to win such a decision 
in a capital murder case.
 Benjamin ran for Mayor of Columbia, South Carolina in the 
2010 election. He was victorious and became the city’s 36th 
Mayor. He was the first African American Mayor ever elected by 
the city’s voters. He ran again for Mayor in the 2013 election 
and won re-election winning 64% of the vote.
 As Mayor, Benjamin set out to make Columbia a much bet-
ter place to live for its’ residents. He introduced an initiative in 

the Columbia metro area, “Justice for All”, aimed at attracting 
better-trained policemen and women. He installed new mea-
sures for community policing and ensured the department was 
diverse in its’ makeup. He worked to make law enforcement 
accountable to the community they served. His leadership has 
produced a budget surplus and there was no tax increase for 
seven straight years.
 Benjamin ran for re-election in the 2013 election and won 
with over a thirty percent victory margin. In his new adminis-
tration, he stressed the need for more and better employment 
opportunities. During his tenure, he was able to cut the un-
employment rat in Columbia fifty percent and secured several 
billion dollars for the regional capital city investments while the 
country was in a recession. 
 For the city schools and the city’s residents, Benjamin es-
tablished a Poet Laureate and initiated a public art project. 
His 2015 Let’s Move! Columbia” campaign was well received 
by the citizens of the city. For his efforts, Columbia was 2015 
named the #1 city in the nation in the National League of Cities 
“Let’s Move” initiative.
 Benjamin has given back to his community and support-
ed many organizations as Mayor and in his personal life. He 
has served as a leader in My Brother’s Keeper initiative. For his 
efforts, President Barack Obama’s administration commended 
Mayor Benjamin for his work on behalf of the organization. 
During that time, he also served as President African-American 
Mayors Association, as the Second Vice President of the United 
States Conference of Mayors, as the Second Vice President of 
the U.S. Conference of Mayors, and as the Chairman for Munic-
ipal Bonds for America.
 Benjamin has served on several Boards including being a 
Board of Trustees the ETV Endowment of South Carolina mem-
ber. He served as a member of the Board to the Benedict College, 
the Columbia Urban League, the Greater Columbia Chamber of 
Commerce, and the South Carolina Association for Community 
Economic Development. He was a founding Board member of 
the Eau Claire Promise Zone and a founding member of Choose 
Children First. Benjamin also served as Chief Legal Counsel for 
Midlands Crimestoppers. He is also a member of the Kappa Al-
pha Psi and Sigma Pi Phi fraternities.
 Benjamin has been recognized for his dedicated work by 
The Root’s when they named him in 2011 & 2013 as one of its’ 
100 Most Influential Black Americans. He was named the 2014 
Public Servant of the Year from the National Action Network. In 
2016, he was awarded the Small & Minority Business Advocate 
of the Year. In 2017, he was the recipient of The Phoenix Award 
for Outstanding Contributions to Disaster Recovery by a Public 
Official. The Columbia Chamber of Commerce recognized him 
for his service. 
 Mayor Benjamin was a guest speaker at the 2016 Dem-
ocratic National Convention. He taught a class,  “Columbia, 
South Carolina: Building a Great City”, at the University of 
South Carolina Honors College and continues to serve as Chief 
Administrative Judge of Common Pleas for South Carolina’s 
Fifth Judicial Circuit. 
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BESSYE 
WARREN
BENNETT

             

…was born on August 
16, 1938 in Prairie 
View, Texas to Juanita 
(McBroom) Warren and 
Samuel Warren. Her 
mother was a school-
teacher and a librarian 

and her father was an educator. She was an only child.
 When she was a child, the family moved from Prairie 
View to Baton Rouge, Louisiana. When she was ten, the 
family moved again to Houston, Texas after her father ac-
cepted a position teaching Economics at Texas Southern 
University. Bennett graduated high school in 1954 at the 
age of sixteen from Houston’s Yates High School as class 
Valedictorian.
 Bennett received her undergraduate degree from 
Radcliffe College, now a part of the Harvard University, 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts in 1958 with honors. While 
at Radcliff, she met her future husband, John Bennett, and 
the two were married in June of 1958. Because the couple 
could not afford tuition for both of them to further their 
education, Bennett put her desire to obtain a law degree 
on hold while her husband went on to attend Harvard to 
receive a Doctorate degree in Applied Mathematics. 
 In 1964, the couple moved to Hartford, Connecti-
cut. By that time they had three children, Vera, John Jr., 
and Margaret. While her husband worked, Bennett kept 
the family and home together. She joined the League of 
Women Voters and became a teacher in the Hartford 
public schools. 
 Bennett continued her education by enrolling into 
Hartford’s Trinity College where she earned a Master’s 
Degree in 1967. She then attended the University of Con-
necticut in Mansfield, Connecticut where she obtained 
her Juris Doctorate degree in 1974. After passing the 
Connecticut State Bar, Bennett became the first African 
American woman licensed to practice law in the state of 
Connecticut. A year later, according to U.S. Census data, 
there were only sixteen African American women attor-
neys practicing law in Connecticut.
 In her first professional legal job, Bennett was hired 
as a staff attorney for Society for Savings Bank. She was 
the first African American woman to be hired by a corpo-
ration in a legal position. She was hired as an Affirmative 

Action Officer before being promoted to Associate Coun-
sel and then as Assistant Vice President. 
 In 1985, Bennett left the bank to open her own pri-
vate practice. The town of Bloomfield hired her as its’ le-
gal counsel. She was the first African American to be ap-
pointed as Deputy Town Counsel. She was then selected 
to serve n the Board of Connecticut Natural Gas, another 
first as an African American.
 In serving the local community, Bennett took on pro 
bono cases to balance the legal services she was given 
to corporations and other large companies that looked to 
utilize her expertise. She became a Board member of the 
Connecticut Public Television, the Commission on Victim 
Services, and the Know Foundation. Bennett also served 
on the Board of the Hartford College for Women.
 Bennett died on May 16, 2000. She was sixty-one 
years old. To give honor to her dedicated service to the 
Hartford and Bloomfield community, the University of 
Connecticut School of Law established the Bessye W. 
Bennett Memorial Scholarship Fund to assist deserving 
students attend the schools law school. 
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KAREN 
P.
BENNETT–

             HARON

  A native Nevadan, 
Karen P. Bennett-Haron 
graduated from West-
ern High School before 
entering Hampton Uni-
versity in Hampton in 
Virginia, Virginia where 

she received her Bachelor of Science degree in Political 
Science. She would receive her Juris Doctorate degree 
from the Thurgood Marshall School of Law in Houston, 
Texas.
 Bennett-Haron clerked for Nevada District Court 
Judge Thomas Foley to begin her legal career. She then 
took a position with state of Nevada as an Assistant Fed-
eral Public Defender focusing on criminal defense. After 
several years, she decided to enter private practice.
 In 1991, Bennett-Haron opened her own firm spe-
cializing in criminal defense, municipal finance and 
housing. She became the also General Counsel to the 
Las Vegas Housing Authority and the Associate Bond 
Counsel for the Clark County School District. After five 
years of private practice, Bennett-Haron took on a full-
time position with the Las Vegas Housing Authority as its’ 
General Counsel.
 In 2002, Bennett-Haron was named to a seat on the 
Las Vegas Justice Court. She became the first African 
American woman to sit on the bench. She was also the 
first African American woman to ever be appointed at 
any level to the Nevada’s justice system. She would be 
re-elected by her Las Vegas township voters in the 2002 
election as well as the 2004, 2010, and 2016 elections. 
During her 2010 election term, she served as the Chief 
Judge of the Court.
 Judge Bennett-Haron is a member of the American 
Bar Association, the American Judges Association, the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People, and the National Bar Association Judicial Coun-
cil. She also was a member of the National Bar Associ-
ation and the Las Vegas Chapter, and the Nevada Judges 
Association.  
 Judge Bennett-Haron used her position on the bench 
to bring awareness to the challenges African Americans 
faced in their communities and worked to bring opportu-
nities to better improve the lives of those she was elected to 

serve. She witnessed an increase in the number of African 
Americans that came before the Court, especially the num-
ber of younger African American and other minority youth.
 To combat the rise in those numbers, she reorga-
nized the way the Court was structured making it more 
responsive to the needs of the community. S h e 
established community courts in an attempt to reduce 
repeat crimes and recidivism. She engaged the commu-
nity, urging them to become involved in helping to solve 
crime. Judge Bennett-Haron believed that the judiciary 
system could play an important part in accomplishing 
the needs of the disenfranchised and could impact their 
lives in a much more positive way. She wanted to make 
a difference in people’s lives.
 Judge Bennett-Haron is known for her position ap-
pearance. Noting the negative images that have been 
used to portray African Americans, as they relate to the 
judicial system, she saw a change in the attitudes of 
young people on what it meant to go to jail. The over-
whelming and common thread was that they had no 
shame. There was a time when going to jail was shame-
ful but in modern times, many young youth were jail 
as a badge of honor and a proven process to gang life. 
Her attempts to reverse that stigma and to show a more 
positive image of African American youth, she supports 
children having good grades and those wanting to go to 
college. She implores the news media to showcase the 
achievements of young people hoping other young peo-
ple see themselves achieving and that it is okay to do so.
 In an attempt to improve the economic lives of her 
local community, Judge Bennett-Haron sought develop-
ment of an historic Las Vegas West Side community hop-
ing to bring jobs and ignite a rebuild of the area. In play-
ing a role it its completion, Judge Bennett-Haron hopes 
the revitalization of Jackson Avenue corridor will bring 
back thriving businesses equal to those that existed in 
the area’s hay day. She looked at other cities in the U.S. 
and saw thriving businesses in their black communities 
and knew the same could be done in Las Vegas. She saw 
the opportunity and, as she has done since she enter the 
legal profession, to see how she could use the law, to 
ensure the African American community, and those of 
that came within her reach, were protected by their con-
stitutional rights and inspired to restore or improve the 
lives that she encountered.
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THOMAS 
LUCIUS
BERKLEY

…was born on August 9, 
1915 in DuQuoin, Illinois. 
His mother was a school-
teacher while his father 
was a coal miner. To bet-
ter the working condition 
of coal miners, he was in-
volved in organizing labor 
unions. His parents, not 

wanting their seven children to grow up in southern Illinois’ 
segregated school system, the family moved to a ranch in the 
Imperial Valley of California. After six years there, they relocated 
to Fullerton, just southeast of Los Angeles.
 After graduating from high school, Berkley a gifted track 
athlete, entered the University of California at Los Angeles 
(UCLA). At UCLA, he excelled in track and was rated as one of 
the world’s best hurdler in 1938. After training for the cancelled 
World Olympics of 1940, he joined the U.S. Army where he 
rose to the rank of Second Lieutenant and specialized in logis-
tics. 
 Completing his military duties, Berkley returned to Califor-
nia and enrolled into Fullerton Junior College before transferring 
to the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) where he 
studied Economics and earned his undergraduate degree. He 
then entered the University of California at Berkley’s Boalt Hall 
School of Law where he was the only black in his class. He re-
ceived his law degree Hastings School of Law in 1943.
 After obtaining his law degree and beginning his law prac-
tice, Berkley began The Post Newspaper Publishing Group, 
which served the Oakland and Northern California area. He 
also launched a Spanish language newspaper, El Mundo, which 
covered the Bay Area Spanish population. By keeping his ear to 
the community beat, his newspapers were known for breaking 
stories having information that much of the main street media 
outlets did not. In 1971, his Post Newspaper Group ranked third 
in circulation among all black newspapers and news magazines 
in the United States. Both newspapers became strong voices for 
their respective communities. As a publisher with a purpose of 
local, national and global ambitions, he co-founded the West 
Coast Black Publishers Association.
 A visionary and entrepreneur, Berkley was a brilliant leader 
and a champion for justice. A teacher, globalist, and humanitar-
ian, he strove to improve human conditions, especially for the 
less fortunate. Ranked amongst the great leaders the country has 
produced despite their ethnicity, Berkley played a major role in 
eradicating barriers that held Oakland’s large African American 
community form exercising its’ political power.
 Quickly rising to have political capital, Berkley began to 
work with politicians, civic leaders, community activists, former 
Mayor Lionel Wilson and others to help secure an elected place 

at the political table for Oakland’s black residents. He was pivot-
al in electing the first blacks to sit on the City Council and other 
power seats in Oakland’s municipal government. He is credited 
with aiding in the political career of Ronald Dellums, includ-
ing assisting in his first elected position with the Oakland City 
Council. Dellums would later become Mayor and thirteen terms 
as a member of the U.S. House of Representatives representing 
Northern California’s 9th Congressional District.
 In 1969, Berkley power broke a position as Chairman of 
the Oakland Port Authority Board of Commissioners where he 
served from 1969-1981. He would go on to become the first 
black Commissioner of the Port Authority Board. As Com-
missioner, he played a major role in the rebirth of the Port by 
making improvements to including adding cranes which made 
the Port capable of moving large shipping containers. He also 
served two terms as President of the Port Authority.
 Berkley would serve on the California World Trade Com-
mission and the Oakland School Board becoming only the sec-
ond African American to do so. In founding his law firm, a firm 
that cultivated several attorneys that went on to become judges, 
he became the first black to do so in North California. His law 
firm would become the largest racially integrated law firm in the 
United States.
 To help serve the disadvantaged residents of Oakland, Berk-
ley co-founded Beneficial Savings & Loan Association, which 
developed affordable apartment complexes, housing tracts, 
shopping centers, and to provided financial assistance to those 
unable to get assistance from main stream banks and other fi-
nancial institutions. In 1955, he helped Paul Revere Williams 
build a 250 integrated housing tract in Las Vegas called Berkley 
Square, appropriately named after Berkley. Berkley also founded 
the Center for Urban Black Charities in Oakland and served as 
a Regent for John F. Kennedy University located in Pleasant Hill, 
California, twenty miles outside of Oakland.
 At the age of eighty-six and after a life dedicated to the 
betterment of his beloved Oakland, it’s citizens, politicians, and 
government leaders, Thomas Lucius Berkley died on December 
27, 2001 after losing a battle associated with diabetes. Upon 
learning of his death, then Mayor of Oakland, Jerry Brown im-
mediately announced that the street where Berkley’s law office 
had been located would be renamed in his honor, “Thomas L. 
Berkley Way”. 
 A White House visitor during the Carter and Kennedy ad-
ministrations, Berkley has received during and posthumously 
received numerous awards and salutations including a charter 
school in the Golden Gate neighborhood, The Berkley May-
nard Academy, being named in his honor and that of Robert 
Maynard, another prominent African-American publishers from 
Oakland. 
 Never allowing anyone to view him a second-class citi-
zen, during his professional career, Berkley exhibited courage, 
strength, and wisdom always with a sense of confidence and 
purpose. His legacy is etched forever in both the political and 
communal halls of California and the Nation.
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LOUIS
BERRY  

… was born on October 9, 
1914 in Caddo Parish, Lou-
isiana although his family 
soon moved to Alexandria 
where he was reared. He 
considers the Central Lou-
isiana city as his home. 
He began his early educa-
tion by attending St. James 

Catholic School in Alexandria. When he turned twelve years 
old, his father, wanting his son to receive an education away 
from the segregated south and hoping for a better opportunity 
for him, sent him away to attend a school in Tennessee, Knox-
ville College.
 Berry, after being tagged with his nametag and point of des-
tination on his clothing, was put on a train by his father. His fa-
ther asked the train porter to look after him during the train ride 
and the young Berry was sent away. He cried constantly during 
that train ride. During the next year in Knoxville, he wrote his 
father everyday begging to return home but the reply was that he 
had to make it through the year as tuition had been paid. After 
a year at the school, Berry had developed friendships with other 
students and found that he enjoyed the experience. He wrote his 
father stating that he wanted to stay and not return to his native 
Alexandria. 
 Completing his early schooling in Knoxville, Berry returned 
to Louisiana where he would complete his high school edu-
cation, graduating from Gilberts Academy in New Orleans. To 
begin his collegiate career, he traveled to Washington, D.C. to 
attend Howard University. He would stay at Howard where he 
eventually would enter the University’s School of Law where he 
would receive his law degree in 1941. While at Howard, he was 
able to he study under famed Thurgood Marshall. After gradua-
tion, he served as a professor at Howard University for several 
years before returneing to his hometown of Alexandria.
 Back in Alexandria, in order to begin practicing law, Berry 
needed to go through the “formal” procedure to do so. At that 
time, the custom for a new lawyer to begin their practice was for 
that attorney to introduced to the local bar association. When 
Berry was introduced, the white attorneys rebuked him and pri-
vately ridiculed him. Fortunately, high-powered and prestigious 
defense attorney, Camille Gravel, having great political clout in 
both Baton Rouge and Washington. D.C. called Berry and of-
fered to introduce him to his and other legal colleagues. 
 The gesture, although very rare in the segregated city of 
Alexandria, gave Berry the opportunity to begin to practice law. 
The gesture, given on August 1, 1945, also gave Berry the dis-
tinction of becoming the first black attorney to practice law in 
the Central Louisiana’s Rapid Paris as well as in the state of Loui-

siana since A. P. Tureaud did so in 1927. A very rare opportunity 
that was.
 Hoping to join Tureaud’s law practice in New Orleans, 
Berry was disappointed in that Tureaud read could not afford 
to bring him on the firm’s legal staff. Berry in turn joined the 
law offices of John Perkins, who was licensed to practice law in 
Mississippi, however, not in the State of Louisiana. Berry would 
eventually be able to practice in Louisiana.
 In 1947, Southern University in Baton Rouge opened their 
Law Center and several black lawyers were recruited to join the 
school’s staff. Berry was one of the lawyers recruited to join the 
staff. He returned to Louisiana to accept the position. He would 
go on to serve as the Dean of the Law Center, serving from 1972 
to 1974.
 Back in Louisiana, Berry became involved in civil rights is-
sues including the Voting Rights Act of 1965. He helped, along 
with a group of black ministers in Rapides Parish, to run regis-
tration campaigns aimed at convincing black citizens to vote 
in upcoming elections. With the passage of the Voting Rights 
Act, signed into law by then U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson, 
a large number of black voters indeed did register as well as 
participated in Alexandria. A condition for past voter registration 
was that each registrant must take a civics test covering knowl-
edge of the U.S. Constitution was removed as a condition to 
register.
 Berry then turned his attention to improving the living con-
ditions in the black community in Alexandria. He is credited 
with helping to change those conditions and to gain civil and 
human rights for blacks. Blacks in Louisiana had no respectable 
rights and lived under inhuman conditions. 
 Berry then joined the landmark civil rights lawsuit filed 
against Louisiana State University aimed at integrating the Lou-
isiana State University Law School. Victorious, the first law stu-
dent was Ernest N. “Dutch” Morial who would go on to become 
New Orleans first African American Mayor. Not done, Berry 
helped to integrate both the Dental and Medical Schools at Lou-
isiana State University. For his ground breaking integration cas-
es, Berry’s colleagues in Louisiana dubbed him “The Godfather 
of Civil Rights”, a reference well deserved.
 In 1996, the Louisiana Political Museum and Hall of Fame 
in Winnfield inducted Berry into their ranks. A year earlier the 
Hall of Fame had inducted Camille Gravel into the Hall. It was 
ironic that Berry was inducted a year after Gravel who years 
before had opened the door that gave Berry his first opportunity 
to practice law in Louisiana. 
 Berry was a founding member of the National Conference 
of Black Lawyers. The organization and its’ allied organization, 
the National Lawyers Guild are both U.S. affiliates of the In-
ternational Association (IADL). Many believed that the IDL was 
an organization that was dominated by Soviet Union supporters 
and was run by communist and socialist lawyers.
 Louis Berry died on May 3 1998 in Lafayette, Louisiana at 
the age of eighty-three years old. 

Photo Not 
Available
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MARRY
FRANCES
BERRY 

...was born February 17, 
1938 in Nashville, Tennes-
see to Frances and George 
Berry. She was the middle 
child of three. The family 
was poor and unable to care 
for her and her older broth-
er, so they were placed in 
an orphanage. 

 Berry received her beginning education from the segregated 
school systems of the South and graduated with honors from high 
school before matriculating to Fisk University in Nashville, Tennes-
see. Her fields of study were chemistry, history, and philosophy. Ber-
ry transferred to Howard University in Washington, D.C. where she 
completed her requirements to receive her undergraduate degree. 
 To earn her law degree, Berry chose the University of Michigan 
Law School in Ann Arbor as her school. She took a course of study 
that would earn her both her law degree and a Ph.D. in History as 
well. She then returned to Washington, D.C. area, taking a job at 
nearby University of Maryland (UM) in College Park.
 Berry would spend the next six years at the UM where should 
would work her way up to be come the University’s Interim Provost 
for its’ Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences before leaving. 
Leaving the UM, she moved west to the University of Colorado in 
Boulder, where she became the school’s Chancellor. She was the 
first African American woman to head a major university’s research 
center.
 In 1977, Berry to a leave of absence from her University of 
Colorado job when she was named by President Jimmy Carter, as 
Assistant Secretary for Education in the Department of Health, Ed-
ucation, and Welfare. After three years at the Department, she ac-
cepted a teaching position with Howard University’s Law School as 
a Professor of History and Law. Shortly thereafter, President Carter 
appointed Berry to another post, this time to the U.S. Civil Rights 
Commission (CRC).
 At the CRC, Berry would become involved with legal battles 
with President Carter’s successor, Ronald Reagan. The new Presi-
dent wanted Berry removed from her seat on the Board but she 
refused to resign. She successfully argued before the Board why 
she should not be removed and had constant clashes with the Rea-
gan-appointed Chairman, Clarence M. Pendleton, Jr., who himself 
was an African American and Howard Alumni.
 In 1984, the Free South Africa Movement was co-founded 
by Berry. The Movement’s mission was to assist in the abolition of 
apartheid in South Africa. Her group took their protests to the streets 
of Washington, D.C. and marched to the South African Embassy the 
day before Thanksgiving to bring maximum news coverage to their 
demonstration.

 In 1987, Berry accepted a position as Tenured Chair the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
 In, 1993, Berry penned a book, “The Politics of Parenthood: 
Child Care, Women’s Rights, and the Myth of the Good Mother”. 
The book speaks on the lives of women and the issues they face. 
She addresses the subjects of day care, home life, employment pres-
sures, economic, political power, and other issues faced in everyday 
life by women. In 1999, Berry was reappointed to the Civil Rights 
Commission by then U.S. President Bill Clinton.
 In 1997, while serving on the Civil Rights Commission, Ber-
ry became the Chair of the Pacifica Radio Foundation’s National 
Board. Pacifica held high wattage frequency licenses in highly 
commercial urban markets including New York City. Berry’s idea 
to grow the station was to introduce more diverse programming 
that that currently broadcast to a set demographic. Hearing of the 
planned change, listeners, employees, and some advertisers pushed 
back on the change. In response, Pacifica’s Executive Director Lynn 
Chadwick fired the station’s manager and placed a gag order on all 
remaining employees as it related to the planned changes being 
implemented in their stations across the country.
 Berry locked out the employees at one radio station, in direct 
violation of union agreements and imposed racial preferences in 
filling the positions of those that had been fired. Although she set in 
motion diversity hiring, Berry refused to meet with African American 
employees of the station. She began to receive claims of violations 
of past employees civil liberties and unfair labor practices. With so 
much pushback from the dismissed employees and the unions, the 
American Civil Liberties Union stepped in. With freedom of speech 
groups wanting her removed from her job, Berry resigned from the 
Pacifica Board.
 By 1999, Berry’s influence had risen tremendously. She was 
able to get Victoria Wilson, her Editor at Alfred A. Knopf, appointed 
to the Civil Rights Commission. Two years later, Wilson’s appointed 
term expired. President George W. Bush appointed Peter Kirsanow 
to replace her. 
 Berry continued to publish her works and by 2009 had written 
nine books. She writes on civil rights and the effects they played 
or did not play in the condition of the black community as it stood 
today and issues surrounding the our communities at large. Never 
losing his faith, he continued to serve the AME Church.
 Berry has served on many Boards and has memberships in 
many associations. She has served as Chairwoman of the United 
States Commission on Civil Rights and Chair of Board of Pacifica 
Radio. She was also the past President of the Organization of Amer-
ican Historians. Berry has received over thirty-three honorary de-
grees. She received the Geraldine R. Segal Professor of American 
Social Thought and Professor of History at the University of Pennsyl-
vania
 Mary Frances Berry died on April 20, 1981. She was forty-three 
years old.
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THEODORE
M.
BERRY 

…was born out of wed-
lock on November 5, 
1905 in Maysville, Ken-
tucky. His mother was 
deaf, communicating only 
in sign language and his 
father was white with Ber-
ry only meeting him once 
in his lifetime. His moth-

er’s deafness would become a valuable asset during Berry’s life 
as he learned to lip read which would gave him great advantage 
over others during “quiet” negotiations.
 Raised in poverty, he was reared in Cincinnati, Ohio, which 
was only sixty-miles to the north of Maysville. He attended Cin-
cinnati’s Woodward High School in 1924. In his senior year, 
he entered and won an essay contest about Abraham Lincoln 
after his initial entry essay submission, “The Chaos Beyond” was 
rejected by an all white teacher-judging panel. Berry did not 
feel that the panel was playing fair, so he resubmitted the essay 
under a different title, “Lincoln and the Constitution” and under 
the pen name, Thomas Playfair and easily won the competition. 
Once discovered that Berry had fooled the judging panel, he 
was forbidden from walking in the commencement procession 
with a white female classmate. Not deterred, he walked alone as 
the Class Valedictorian.
 After high school graduation, he enrolled into the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati for his undergraduate degree. To pay for his 
tuition, he worked at several steel mills in nearby Newport, 
Kentucky. Completing undergraduate, he went on to attend the 
University’s Law School. He passed the Ohio Bar in 1932.
 As Berry began to build his legal career, his focus was civ-
il rights. In that, he accepted the Presidency of the Cincinnati 
branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP). He served as the organization’s President 
from 1932 to 1946.
 With the breakout of World War II, Berry became a Mo-
rale Officer in the Office of War Information during President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s administration. The job called for him 
to relocate to Washington, D.C. and to make a political change. 
A Republican, Berry changed his political affiliation to that of a 
Democrat.
 Returning to Ohio, Berry to the position as the Assistant 
Prosecuting Attorney for Hamilton County, Ohio in 1938. In ac-
cepting the appointment, he became the first black to ever hold 
that distinction. He would remain with Hamilton County until 
deciding to move from prosecuting to private practice defend-

ing. With his political views having changed, he focused more 
and more on civil rights issues.
 In 1945, Berry took on the case of three black Army Air 
Force officers who also were members of the Tuskegee Airmen, 
an all black Army group of Air Force pilots that had charges filed 
against them for protesting an Indiana segregated officer’s club. 
Berry won acquittals for two of the men. The third although con-
victed was pardoned by the Air Force but not until 1995.
 In 1947, Berry served as legal counsel for the NAACP Ohio 
Committee for Civil Rights Legislation. There he would work 
on equal employment and fair housing issues. He would serve 
the Committee for fourteen years, leaving in 1961. During that 
time he also assisted the affairs of the Urban League of Greater 
Cincinnati.
 Berry’s political career began when he ran for the Cincin-
nati City Council in 1947. He lost his bid for the seat but did 
take a seat on the Council in 1949 when he again ran and won. 
While serving on the City Council, he would become the Chair-
man of the Finance Committee where he led the controversial 
campaign to create a city income tax. 
 In 1955, Berry ran and was elected as the Vice Mayor of 
Cincinnati where he created the Community Action Commis-
sion aimed at assisting the Cincinnati communities with eco-
nomic growth and other civic advancements. The Commission’s 
work was noticed and applauded by Sargent Shriver who had 
created the U.S. Office of Economic Opportunity in Washing-
ton, D.C.. After serving as Vice Mayor, in 1963 Berry made a 
re-run to return to the City Council. 
 Berry was rewarded for his great work in creating Cincin-
nati’s Community Action Commission when in 1965 then Pres-
ident Lyndon Johnson appointed him to the Shriver’s Office of 
Economic Opportunity’s Community Action Programs. As Head 
of the programs that included Head Start, the Jobs Corps and Le-
gal Services, Berry continued his works, this time on a national 
scale.
 After completing his appointment in Washington in 1969, 
Berry returned to Cincinnati. In 1971, he accepted an appointed 
to return to the City Council. A year later, he ran and was elected 
Mayor where he served for four years. With his mayoral victory, 
Berry became the first African American Cincinnati Mayor.
 A role model for many Cincinnati residents, politicians, and 
power brokers, in his honor the city named International Friend-
ship Park after him as well naming a riverside street, “Theodore 
M. Berry Way”, after him. Applause! Magazine awarded Berry 
its’ “Person of the Century Award”. 
 An avid reader, Berry spent his private time playing chess, 
golfing, enjoying symphony concerts and traveling the world. 
Berry died on October 15, 2000 at the age of ninety-four at the 
Lodge Care Center in Loveland, Ohio, a suburb of his beloved 
Cincinnati.



59

WELDON
HORATIO
BERRY, SR.  

…was born in Dallas 
on January 4, 1921. He 
graduated from local 
public schools before 
attending Texas College 
in Tyler, Texas where 
he earned his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1941. 

After completing his undergraduate courses, he married 
Mable Lurlen Barnes and moved to Galveston, Texas 
where they had a son, Weldon Horatio Berry, Jr..
 To fulfill his United States military duties, Berry enlist-
ed into the U.S. Army Air Forces. He served during World 
War II achieving the rank of Second Lieutenant before he 
was honorably discharged in 1945. He returned to his 
family in Texas and to pursue his education.
 Back in Texas, Berry enrolled into the Texas Southern 
University’s Law School in Houston. He would earn his 
Doctor of Jurisprudence Degree in 1952. That same year, 
he passed the Texas State Bar. At the time, there were less 
than six African Americans practicing law in the City of 
Houston.
 Berry opened his first offices and became a legal 
counsel for the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) and their Legal Defense Fund 
(LDF). As a representative of the LDF and a cooperating 
attorney, he would try many cases involving integration 
of public schools, public facilities, and other civil issues 
surrounding the treatment of blacks in Texas at that time. 
Berry would operate out of his Houston Main Street offic-
es for many years.
 In 1975, Weldon and his wife Mable, after more than 
thirty years of marriage, divorced. Three years later, he 
married Rose Marie Kelly on August 16, 1978, however, 
that marriage ended in divorce two years later. Recon-
ciling, the remarried in 1981. They remained married for 
sixteen years, divorcing again in 1997.
 Berry was appointed in 1983 by then Texas Governor 
Mark White as a sitting Judge on the Eightieth Civil District 
Court of Harris County Texas. His term expired the follow-
ing year. While sitting on the Court, Berry intervened in 
a lawsuit filed by the League of United Latin American 
Citizens brought against the Attorney General of Texas in 
1991, which sought to erase some of the discriminatory 
practices being applied to persons of Hispanic descent.

 Berry’s professional affiliations are many. Politically, 
he was a member of the Democratic Party. He was the 
founding member of the Houston Lawyers Association. 
He was also a member of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraterni-
ty, the Bronze Eagles Flying Club, the Houston Business 
Men’s Club, and the Texas College Alumni Association. A 
devout Christian, he was a long time member of the New 
Mount Caramel Baptist Church. 
 He has been given many honors and awards during 
his professional legal career. The Houston Men’s Club 
honored Berry with their “Man of the Year” award in 1983. 
In 1984, Texas College’s awarded him with their “Alum-
nus of the Year” award and that same year he received the 
Thurgood Marshall School of Law’s “Distinguished Ser-
vice Award”.
 Weldon Horatio Berry died on October 15, 2000 in 
Houston at the age of seventy-nine.

Photo Not 
Available
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ADOLPHO
A.
BIRCH, JR.

...was born in Washing-
ton, D.C. in 1932. His 
father was an Episcopal 
priest. His mother died 
when he was young and 
Birch, Jr., was raised in 
the inner city of Wash-
ington by his father. 
Due to his father’s ded-

ication to his parishioners, the young Birch spent much 
of his time caring for himself. He would forage for soda 
bottles and other scraps to earn money.
 In 1950, Birch graduated from Washington’s Dun-
bar High School. He enrolled into Lincoln University in 
Pennsylvania. For his junior year of undergraduate stud-
ies, he moved back to his hometown to attend Howard 
University. He completed his undergraduate studies and 
earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from Howard. He then 
enrolled in the university’s law school where he received 
is Doctor of Jurisprudence degree in 1956. While in law 
school, he was involved with the university’s Law Review 
and joined Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity.
 After receiving his law degree, he was called by the 
military to serve his required two year stint. He joined the 
Naval Reserve and served until 1958. After being released 
from the military, he moved to Nashville, Tennessee tak-
ing a job teaching medical law at Meharry Medical Col-
lege. He also taught law at Fisk University and Tennessee 
State A&I University, both located in Nashville.
 While teaching law at the universities, Birch also oper-
ated his private law practice. During the 1960 civil rights 
movement, he provided pro bono legal representation to 
arrested students and civil rights Activists. Many had been 
apprehended for refusing to remove themselves from seg-
regated lunch counters during sit-ins they had conducted.
 Because of the care, guidance and legal representa-
tion that Birch was given to those in most need, in 1963, 
he was appointed Assistant Public Defender for Davidson 
County, Tennessee. The position was a part-time position, 
so Birch continued his law practice while serving as Pub-
lic Defender. Three years later, he was given a full-time 
appointment as Assistant District Attorney for Davidson 
County. With this appointment, it was necessary for Birch 
to close his private law practice. With the appointment, 
Birch became the first African American Prosecutor in 
Davidson County. He also became the sole person to 
ever hold every state judicial position in the history of the 
State of Tennessee.

 In 1969, Birch was appointed by then Governor Bu-
ford Ellington as a General Sessions Court judge in Da-
vidson County. This appointment made him the first Afri-
can American to serve as a judge in that office. He was 
then elected to the position in 1970. His election marked 
the first time an African American had been elected as a 
judge in the county.
 In 1978, then Governor Ray Blanton appointed Birch 
as Criminal Court Judge for the Twentieth District for 
Davidson County. He served as judge for nine years. In 
1981, he became the Presiding Judge over the Trial Courts 
of Davidson County. In this position, he was responsible 
for procedural issues and case Assignments. Once more, 
he became the first black to serve in that role.
 While serving on the bench, he also taught at the 
Nashville School of Law. He would teach at the school for 
twenty-five years, leaving in 2006. In 1983, Birch would 
sit on the Court of the Judiciary. This special court was de-
signed to handle allegations of judicial malfeasance and 
sets sanctions if any of the allegations became truth. He 
sat on that Court for three years.
 In 1987, Governor of Tennessee Ned McWherter ap-
pointed Birch to the Tennessee Court of Appeals. Three 
years later, the voters of Tennessee chose him to sit on the 
Tennessee Supreme Court. Although he was not the first, 
he was the second African American to sit on the Court. He 
became Chief Justice in October of 1994, voted in by his 
fellow Justices and served in this capacity for two years.
 In 1998, Birch was appointed to eight more years on 
the Supreme Court. He once again became Chief Justice 
of the Court. When his term was over, Birch retired from 
the bench. Having  been diagnosed with cancer in 2004, 
he continued to undergo treatment for the disease. Unfor-
tunately, his battle ended on August 25, 2011. He died in 
his beloved city of Nashville.
 In his honor, he National Bar Association award-
ed Birch their William H. Hastie Award for his years of 
dedicated service to the field of law. He was honored 
by the international Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity when 
they bestowed upon him their highest award, the Bar-
bara Jordan Award. The American Civil Liberties Union 
of Tennessee honored Birch with a Lifetime Achievement 
Award, calling him a “beacon for equality.” For his endur-
ing commitment to equality and justice, the City of Nash-
villed named their Davidson County Criminal Courts 
building after him. The A.A. Birch Criminal Justice Build-
ing was completed in 2006 in downtown Nashville. The 
Tennessee State Supreme Court dedicated a bust of Birch 
at the entrance of the Tennessee Supreme Court Building 
in Nashville.



61

SANFORD
D.
BISHOP, JR.  

…was born on February 4, 
1947 in Mobile, Alabama 
to Minnie S. and Sanford D. 
Bishop, Sr.. His father was the 
first President of Bishop State 
Community College in Mo-
bile, Alabama. His mother was 
a librarian.
     Bishop attended Morehouse 
College in Atlanta, Georgia 
graduating in 1968. After com-

pleting his undergraduate studies, he enlisted into the U.S. Army where 
he successfully completed his basic training not far away at Fort Ben-
ning, Georgia. Completing basic training, he received further training 
in the Advanced Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC). He received a 
Honorable Discharge in 1971. 
 He returned to Atlanta to pursue his law degree enrolling into Em-
ory University Law School also located in Atlanta. He received his law 
degree in 1971 and opened his own law firm with a partner founding 
Bishop and Buckner, P.C.. For the next twenty-five years, he would act 
as the firm’s primary partner.
 In 1977, Bishop ran and was elected to the Georgia House of Rep-
resentatives. He would serve in the House for thirteen years when he ran 
for the Georgia Senate. He was elected to the seat in 1990.
 Serving in the Georgia Senate for one term, he then ran for a seat 
in the 1992 Second District’s U.S. Congressional race against six-term 
Congressman Charles Hatcher. The Second District following the 1992 
Census had been reconfigured which gave the District a majority black 
population. Bishop came in second but Hatcher failed to garner 50% of 
the vote, which called for a run-off election. Bishop attacked six-term 
Hatcher alleging misappropriation of funds in a U.S. House banking 
scandal. Records showed that Hatcher had bounced 819 checks. He 
defeated Hatcher and went on to defeat Republican Jim Dudley in the 
general election to take his seat in Washington.
 As a member of the U.S. House of Representatives, Bishop con-
tinued with the same platform that he had in the Georgia House and 
Senate. His goals in representing Georgia’s Second District was to “cre-
ate a higher, better quality of life for all citizens by promoting jobs and 
a stronger, more diversified economy, better education, safe and secure 
communities, a clean environment, affordable and accessible health 
care, sustainable agriculture, energy independence, and a strong na-
tional defense, all within the context of a balanced budget”.
 During his tenure on Capital Hill, Bishop has endorsed legislation 
aimed at increasing lending to small businesses and to provide tax relief 
to all Americans, despite their economic status. He fought to eliminate 
estate taxes, close tax loopholes that allowed American jobs to be sent 
overseas, and to restore the nation’s economic security. He supported a 
Balanced Budget Constitutional Amendment, supported legislation that 
required any Congressional spending to be offset by budget cuts or en-
hance revenue procedures, and supported caps on discretionary spend-
ing along with reforming defense procurement and weapons acquisi-
tions. Bishop has served a mostly agricultural district and has fought to 
protect the interest of the peanut farmers and their products, which is 
southwest Georgia’s most important and lucrative crop.
 A conservative black Democrat, Bishop is a member of the Blue 
Dog Democrats, a group of moderate conservatives in Washington. Be-
cause of his more conservative views, he was ranked the 13th most 
bipartisan member on the 435 House members in the 114th Congress. 
In 2002, although he was member of the Congressional Black Caucus, a 
group of more liberal black Congressmen and Women, his conservatism 

aligned him with the Republican stance as it came to a joint resolu-
tion to enter the Iraq War, he was one of only four Congressional Black 
Caucus members to vote for U.S. to invade Iraq. a vote that made him 
unpopular in some circles.
 Bishop redeemed himself in 2007 when he endorsed Barack 
Obama in his bid for the Presidency of the United States. He Co-Chaired 
the Georgia for Obama campaign along with his wife, Vivian Creighton 
Bishop, a municipal court clerk. Obama, thanks to their help won the 
Presidency. He, however, did not support the President’s Patent Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act, as his pro-life beliefs did not permit him 
to support federal funding for abortions.
 Bishop’s tenure has not been without controversies. In 1997, Tim-
othy Pigford, a black farmer, along with 400 other famers filed a suit 
against the U.S. Department of Agriculture arguing discrimination in 
U.S. census counting which would lead to increased funding for black 
farmers. During the case it was proved that the census never accounted 
for approximately 33,000 black farmers. Years later, President Obama 
made increases to the amount of money allocated t the Pigford case. 
Unfortunately, the program was ripe with fraud, which was brought to 
the attention of Bishop. Aware of the fraud but took the position that he 
was not a watchdog for fraud, which brought criticism to him. Unfortu-
nately the program ended.
 Bishop was also criticized after it was reported by the Associated 
Press in 2010, that several years earlier he had directed scholarships 
and awards funding the Congressional Black Caucus to ineligible stu-
dents including his stepdaughter, his niece and others holding close ties 
to his family. The guidelines of the program specifically stated that no 
member’s family could benefit from the program. He ultimately repaid 
the monies given to his family members but was labeled by the Citizens 
for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington in its’ 2011 Annual Report 
as one of the most corrupt members of Congress. 
 Despite the controversies, Bishop has continued to serve his Geor-
gia constituents as their Representative on Capital Hill in Washington. 
He continues to promote the values and morals of his Southwest Geor-
gia district. Having a base theme of “God, country, work, family, and 
guns”, Bishop was pivotal in the building of the National Infantry Mu-
seum and Soldier Center in Columbus, Georgia. A staunch supporter of 
the Second Amendment, he has been endorsed and has a “A+” rating 
from the National Rifle Association. He has been re-elected to thirteen 
terms by his beloved the voters in his district. 
 During his time in Washington, Bishop served on many Congres-
sional Committees including the House Committee on Appropriations; 
the Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration; 
Veterans Affairs; and the Financial Services and General Government 
Appropriations Subcommittee, to name a few.
 Bishop is a 33rd Degree Mason (PHA) and a Shriner. He is a Dea-
con and Trustee of the Mount Zion Baptist Church. He is a member of 
several social and civic organizations as well as many professional orga-
nizations that he lends his support to, all with the purpose of improving 
the lives of others. His community, state and national leadership has 
propelled him into a leadership role that has garnered him the privilege 
of being named one of the 100 Most Influential Georgians.
 Congressman Bishop has received countless awards during his 
lengthy legal and professional career. He has been given the “Dis-
tinguished Eagle Scout Award” from the Boy Scouts of America; the 
“Charles Dick Medal of Merit” from the National Guard Association 
of the United States; the “Work Horse” Award from the Georgia Peanut 
Commission; the “Man of the Year Award” from the Men’s Progressive 
Club of Columbus, Georgia; the “Friend of the Children Award” from 
the Child Advocacy Coalition; and “The Order of St. Maurice: from the 
National Infantry Association. He has been honored by associations and 
community organizations including, the American Legion, the Georgia 
Association of Educators, the Georgia Council for the Arts, the Fraternal 
Order of Police, Georgia Municipal Association, the National Commit-
tee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare, and the Georgia School 
Bus Drivers Association. 
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ANNA
BLACKBURNE-
   RIGSBY  

…received her under-
graduate degree from 
Duke University in 
Durham, North Caroli-
na before obtaining her 
Juris Doctorate degree 
from Howard Univer-
sity School of Law in 

Washington, D.C.. While earning her law degree, Black-
burne-Rigsby served as the lead article Editor of the How-
ard Law Journal. She also served as the Co-Captain of the 
Charles Hamilton Houston Moot Court team.
 After passing the bar exam, Blackburne-Rigsby 
worked in private practice and served the citizens of the 
District of Columbia for much of her professional legal 
career. In 1992, she served as the Special Counsel to the 
D.C. Corporation Counsel for three years and as the Dep-
uty Corporation Counsel to the Family Services Division. 
She then became a Magistrate Judge on the D.C. Superior 
Court in 1995.
 After five years, in 2005, Judge Blackburne-Rigsby 
was appointed by then President William J. Clinton to the 
D.C. Superior Court as an Associate Judge. She served on 
the Court for six years until being appointed by then Pres-
ident George W. Bush to the D.C. Court of Appeals. On 
March 18, 2017, Judge Blackburne-Rigsby was named by 
the District of Columbia Judicial Nomination Commis-
sion to become the Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals as 
the only candidate chosen for the position. She replaces 
Chief Judge Eric Washington who served the post for three 
terms.
 The Commission chose Judge Blackburne-Rigsby be-
cause of her experience in the process of administration 
matters of court proceedings, her leadership skills, and 
her judicial temperament. While serving for over twen-
ty-years on the D.C. Superior Court and the D.C. Court 
of Appeals, Judge Blackburne-Rigsby has served as a gra-
cious and respected jurist and leader to other Judges, at-
torney’s appearing before the Court, Court staff, and Court 
employees. She has shown her commitment to equal ac-
cess to the court for D.C. residents and has worked to 
ensure equal justice. While serving on the Court, Judge 
Blackburne-Rigsby has served as the Chair of the Courts’ 

Standing Committee on Fairness and Access. She also 
served on the Court’s Access to Justice Commission.
 Judge Blackburne-Rigsby has served as an Adjunct 
Professor at the David A. Clarke School of Law for the 
University of the District of Columbia. She teaches Pro-
fessional Responsibility at the law school. She has also 
taught law classes at the Harvard University Law School 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. She also taught law courses 
for the District of Columbia Bar Association.
 Judge Blackburne-Rigsby has served as an active 
member to several legal, judicial, and community organi-
zations during her lengthy judicial career. She has served 
as the President of the National Association of Women 
Judges, has served as the Chair of the Washington Bar As-
sociation’s Judicial Council, and has served as the Chair 
of the Board of Managerial Trustees for the International 
Association of Women Judges (IAWJ). She has also given 
great support to local Washington, D.C. youth organiza-
tions and has mentored young inspiring youth interested 
in the legal profession.
 In 2006, Judge Blackburne-Rigsby served as the IAWJ 
representative at a Judicial Conference in Turin, Italy. At 
the conference held at the Lavoro dei Migranti e Discrim-
inazione Convegno, she gave a speech on Racial Equal-
ity in the Workplace. Three years earlier, Judge Black-
burne-Rigsby was chosen to travel to Johannesburg, South 
Africa where she participated in a conference centered on 
the countries African Judicial Network.
 Judge Blackburne-Rigsby has been given countless 
awards, citations, and community recognitions during 
her professional career. For her dedicated service to the 
judicial bench, she was asked to speak at the inaugural 
Jane Cleo Marshall Lucas lecture series at the University 
of Michigan. The lecture series was sponsored and given 
by the Jane Cleo Marshall Lucas Committee for Jurispru-
dence and Activism. 
 Judge Blackburne-Rigsby is married to Judge Robert 
Rigsby. He serves as an Associate Judge of the District of 
Columbia Superior Court. The couple have one child, a 
teenage son.
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CAROLYN
WADE
BLACKETT  

…attended Brown Univer-
sity in Providence, Rhode 
Island where she received 
her Bachelor of Arts degree 
in 1979. She enrolled into 
the St. Louis University Law 
School in St. Louis, Missou-
ri to obtain her Juris Doc-
torate degree in 1982.  

 To begin her legal career, Blackett took a job as a law clerk 
before taking a position with the Legal Services of Eastern Mis-
souri as a legal intern. She would then serve briefly as counsel to 
the National Labor Relations Board and then act as Senior Attor-
ney and Regional Manager of Government Affairs, for the FedEx 
Corporation in 1983. After a few years with FedEx, Blackett left 
to practice privately with the law firm of Waring Cox.
 In 1994, Blackett joined the Shelby County Criminal Court. 
She was appointed by then Governor Ned McWherter as a 
Criminal Court Judge for the Shelby County Criminal Court Di-
vision IV in the Thirtieth Judicial District of Tennessee. With her 
appointment, she became the first female Criminal Court Judge 
in Shelby County, Tennessee. She also became the first African 
American female Criminal Court State Judge in the State of Ten-
nessee. Blackett would be re-elected to her seat on the bench in 
every election held since first being elected. In her last re-elec-
tion campaign, she ran unopposed. Her current term ends in 
2022.
 Blackett came under fire when she was asked to recuse her-
self from hearing more than two hundred cases that were com-
ing before the District Court. Michael Working, a defense attor-
ney filed a motion with Shelby County District Attorney General 
Amy Weirich requesting Blackett recuse herself from handling 
cases and any pending matters in the court. There were more 
than two hundred cases pending. Weirich then asked Blackett 
for her recusal. In open court, Blackett had to announce to the 
state’s attorneys, defense attorneys, the plaintiffs, and defendants 
that she could not sign any orders, which meant more backlog of 
criminal cases. Blackett was the only African-American woman 
sitting on the Court, which serves in a community that was ap-
proximately two-thirds black. 
 At issue was a case whereby Blackett granted a new trial to 
accused killer Michael Halliburton. Halliburton was a teacher at 
Shelby County’s Collierville High School and stood trial accused 
of killing his wife. During the trial, Blackett overheard a juror 
make comment on the “conduct of counsel”, which Blackett 
determined to mean that the juror was biased and could not rule 
objectively and ordered a new trial. 

 Her ordering of a new trial was challenged and the Court of 
Criminal Appeals eventually overturned her decision to grant a 
new trial to Halliburton. The Court ruled that Blackett’s ordering 
of a new case after hearing the juror’s comments could be rea-
sonably construed as evidence the juror’s personal bias or prej-
udice against members of the staff of the Shelby County District 
Attorney General’s Office. The Court ruled to remove Blackett 
from all of her pending cases would be impossible. A new Judge, 
Judge Bobby Carter, was appointed to hear the case where Hal-
liburton was found guilty and sentenced to twenty-one years in 
prison.
 To further her legal and academic training, Judge Blackett 
has attended and successfully completed courses in the Lip-
scomb University Institute For Conflict Management in Nash-
ville, Tennessee and the National Center for Justice and Rules of 
Law at Oxford, Mississippi. She also completed courses in the 
National Judicial College in Reno, Nevada. Blackett is a Media-
tor in the State of Tennessee. 
 Blackett was appointed by the Tennessee Supreme Court to 
serve on the Court of Judiciary. The Tennessee General Assembly 
appointed here to its’ Judicial Council and the Tennessee Judi-
cial Conference appointed her as their Treasurer. She served the 
Judicial Sensitivity and Fairness Committee as their Chairman 
and served as the Class Instructor for new judges during Judicial 
Orientations. 
 Blackett is a member of the American Association of Judg-
es, American Bar Association, Association of Women Attorneys, 
National Association of Women’s Judges, and the Memphis/
Shelby County Bar Association. She is also a member of the Ten-
nessee Bar Foundation and the Tennessee Judicial Conference. 
For the National Bar Association, Blackett is a Life Member, a 
member of the Ben F. Jones Chapter, and a member of the Judi-
cial Council.
 Judge Blackett has given her time serving on the Boards of 
many associations and organizations. She served on the Board 
of Trustees for Lausanne Collegiate School in Memphis and 
serves on the Advisory Board of Make-A-Wish Foundation. She 
supports the Boys and Girls Club of Memphis; Crime-Stoppers; 
the Domestic Abuse and Violence Council; and the Exchange 
Club Child Abuse Center. In addition, Blackett gives time to the 
Harbor House, the Memphis/Shelby Crime Commission, the 
Porter Leath Foster Grandparent Program, the Neighborhood 
Watch, Inc., and to many other community based groups.
 Other organizations that Blackett supports include the 
Memphis Urban league, Leadership Memphis, and the Rotary 
International. She is involved with the Sisters-In-Motion Run-
ners Club, the Memphis Links’s “It’s a Girl’s Life” Program, and 
the WDIA Goodwill Revue Foundation, Inc.. For the Memphis 
Area Transit Authority, she serves on its’ Board of Commissions. 
Brackett is a member of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and at-
tends the Mississippi Boulevard Christian Church. She is also a 
member of the AGAPE Sunday School Class. 
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BARBARA 
JO
BLAIN-BELLAMY

 

...was born in Conway, 
North Carolina and 
graduate high school for 
the local Conway pub-
lic schools. She grew 
up surrounded by law 
as her father served the 
local Horry County gov-

ernment as its’ first African American police officer. A gift-
ed student, she was drawn to legal service and knew that 
law would be involved in her future in some capacity.
 She enrolled into the University of South Carolina in 
Columbia, South Carolina where she earned a Bachelor 
degree in Education and a Master’s degree in Sociology. 
She remained at the University to obtain her law degree 
from the law school in 2000. The following year, she was 
admitted to the South Carolina Bar Association. 
 Blain-Bellamy would go on to further her legal edu-
cation by being in the inaugural Waccamaw class of the 
American Leadership Forum. She would complete course 
studies in Leadership Grand Strand and Leadership South 
Carolina. She also completed training at the Municipal 
Elected Officials Institute of Government.
 She began her legal career working as an Assistant 
Public Defender for South Carolina’s Horry County Public 
Defender. After spending time in the Public Defender’s 
Office, she accepted a position South Carolina Depart-
ment of Social Services as a staff attorney. She then took a 
job with the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Solicitor’s Office as 
an Assistant Solicitor.
 In 1993, Blain-Bellamy was elected to the Conway 
City Council where she served for five years. She returned 
to private practice for four years before being elected 
again to the Council. In her second stint on the Council, 
she served for four years and in 1996 served as the Mayor 
Pro Tem.
 Blain-Bellamy then became the Assistant City Admin-
istrator for Conway. Leaving the Administrator’s Office, 
she opened her own law firm, Community Legal Services. 
A non-traditional law firm, Blain-Bellamy focused her at-
tention to providing legal representation to low and mod-
erate-income clients. During that time, she also served 
the COAST Regional Transportation Authority as a staff 
attorney.

 Having been involved in public service her entire 
professional legal career, Blain-Bellamy wanted to do 
more for her beloved city of Conway. She decided to toss 
her hat into the ring for the job as Mayor of the city. She 
entered the 2016 election and was victorious in her pur-
suit of the Mayor’s job. 
 On January 4, 2016, Blain-Bellamy was sworn in 
as the newly elected Mayor of Conway. In winning the 
majority of votes, she became the first African Ameri-
can, male or female to become Mayor of the city. At her 
swearing in ceremony, there were so many citizens from 
the city and the surrounding communities in attendance, 
the City Council Chambers overflowed. The Council was 
forced to open additional rooms for the public to witness 
the ceremony by television monitors.
 Blain-Bellamy has served several organizations and 
local community groups as a way of giving back to others. 
She has given legal advice to organizations such as the 
Girl Scout Troop 88, the Horry County Historical Society, 
and the PALM Motor Sports School. She also gave assis-
tance to the Regional Education Center.   
 For her service to the residents of the City of Conway 
and to the legal profession, Blain-Bellamy has been recog-
nized by the Leadership Grand Strand when they awarded 
her its’ Ann Debock Leadership Award. She received the 
Mary Brewer Women of Distinction Award from the Girl 
Scouts of Eastern South Carolina, the Gold Star Award 
from Zonta International, and the Leadership Award from 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People. Blain-Bellamy also received the Community Ser-
vice Award from the Omega Psi Phi fraternity.
 Blain-Bellamy is a member of the Friendship Baptist 
Church. She serves the church as its’ Youth Usher leader. 
She has a son, Craigon Lennon, and is married to her hus-
band, Bobby Bellamy. She loves living in her hometown 
of Conway and loves serving the citizens of Conway as 
their social worker, their lawyer, and their Mayor. 
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HAROLD
E.
BLEDSOE

…was born on August 29, 
1896 in Marshall, Texas. 
After graduating from high 
school, he attended How-
ard University in Wash-
ington, D.C. where he re-
ceived his undergraduate 
degree. To receive his law 
degree, he moved to De-

troit, Michigan to enroll into the Detroit College of Law. 
 Bledsoe chose Detroit, as did many of the blacks during that 
time that were leaving the segregated South, due to the city’s 
industrial growth. At the time, Detroit was on its’ way to becom-
ing the fourth largest city in the United States. With thousands 
of migrants arriving in the city, Bledsoe saw the migration as a 
means of making his livelihood.
 Before beginning his legal career, Bledsoe enlisted into the 
United States military and served in World War I. After com-
pleting his military duties, he returned to Detroit to start his 
law practice. At the time, there were several prominent African 
American attorneys that were providing legal services and were 
very successful in their practices.
 After passing the Michigan State Bar exam, Bledsoe joined 
the law firm of Lewis and Rowlette. In one of his earliest cases, in 
1925, he came to the defense of Dr. Ossian Sweet and his family 
who filed a claim of harassment from hostile white neighbors. 
Sweet, a medical doctor lived in a middle-class neighborhood 
where many of his white neighbors did not approve. After his 
Garland Street home was attacked by a group of whites, Sweet 
defended his family and one of the white attackers was killed. 
Sweet and members of his family were charged with murder. 
After two trials, the family was exonerated of the murder charges 
thanks to Bledsoe’s defense.
 As more and more blacks left the South for a better life 
in the North, their sheer numbers began to change the politi-
cal landscape of Detroit. Between 1910 and 1930, the African 
American population increased from approximately 5,700 to 
120,000. With the increase in population, more and more legal 
cases came about as well. The increased black population also 
gave way for an increase in the voting block for African Ameri-
cans. Bledsoe and several other attorneys and businessmen saw 
this as an opportunity to organize Detroit’s voters and to encour-
age others not registered to do so and vote.
 Bledsoe and his fellow organizers began to run campaigns 
that sought to get African American’s to register into the Dem-
ocratic Party and to vote for Democratic Party candidates. To-
gether, in 1932, the organizers formed the Michigan Federated 
Democratic Club. The Club endorsed the first Presidential can-

didacy of Franklin D. Roosevelt and encouraged other African 
American voters to do the same. Roosevelt went on to win the 
election.
 In 1934, Bledsoe was appointed as a State Attorney General 
becoming the first African American to serve in that capacity. 
Two years later, he was placed on the Michigan State Electoral 
College Board, the Board that casts the votes that actually elects 
U.S. Presidents as opposed to the more popular votes cast. 
Bledsoe became another first, the first African American ever 
appointed to the coveted Electoral College Board.
 The Electoral College Board was advocated in 1787 by 
certain founding fathers of the Constitution including Alexan-
der Hamilton who sought to have representatives of voters cast 
votes on their behalf. Hamilton felt that in electing the Presi-
dent of the United States, only the most capable men should 
chose the President after carefully analyzing the credentials and 
qualifications of the Presidential candidate.  Hamilton lobbied 
for a system whereby certain people would be selected by their 
general mass citizens to cast their overall votes as a single vote. 
Feeling that this system would give the Electoral College Board 
the power to investigate a Presidential candidate, he pushed for 
the Board to be sanctioned.
 During that time, blacks in the South compromised a large 
voting block. Hamilton and other Southern politicians, includ-
ing Virginia’s slave owner James Madison, felt that “Negroes” 
in the South created serious difficulties to the electoral process. 
Proposals were made to adapt the Constitution to make the “Ne-
gro” three-fifths of a man and not whole which diminished the 
votes and lessened the black power. 
 In the 1936 Presidential election, Michigan held nineteen 
electoral votes. The Michigan Electoral College Board com-
prised of fifteen white men, three white women and Bledsoe. 
Meeting to cast their votes, they met on December 14th in the 
State Capitol Building in Lansing to cast their votes. Bledsoe 
cast his vote for Roosevelt becoming the first African American 
to vote as a member of any Electoral College Board. Roosevelt 
won 46 of the 48 U.S. states and Bledsoe’s vote for Frank Mur-
phy, a liberal Michigan candidate for Governor, put him in the 
Governor’s seat.
 After his historic 1936 Electoral vote, Bledsoe returned to 
his law practice in Detroit but continued his political involve-
ment in Michigan’s politics. In 1948, he was named as an Alter-
nate Delegate to Michigan’s Democratic National Convention. 
He would later serve as a Delegate to the Michigan State Consti-
tutional Convention representing Wayne County’s 11th District 
in 1961. 
 Harold E. Bledsoe died on March 26, 1974. He was seven-
ty-seven years old.
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D ANIEL
TERRY
BLUE, JR. 

…was born on April 18, 
1949 in Dillon, South 
Carolina. He received his 
Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Mathematics from 
North Carolina Central 
University in Durham, 
North Carolina in 1970. 
He enrolled into Duke 
University, also located in 

Durham, where he received his law degree in 1973. While 
in college, he joined the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity.
 Blue, in his first legal job, joined the law firm of Sanford, 
Cannon, Adams & McCullough, now Parker, Poe, Adams, 
and Bernstein LLP. In joining the firm, he became one of the 
first African American attorneys to integrate a leading North 
Carolina law firm. At the firm, Blue gained respect quickly 
and in Raleigh’s legal and political circles, his distinguished 
himself as a leader.
 In 1980, Blue was elected to serve in the North Carolina 
House of Representatives representing North Carolina’s 14th 
Senate District. He would be re-elected ten times and would 
serve for twenty-one years. He would be re-elected again in 
2006 and would serve for an additional three more years, by 
election.
 In 1984, Blue was selected as Chairman of the Legis-
lative Black Caucus. He would serve as Chairman for five 
years, until 1989. Two years later, Blue was named Speaker 
of the House and served in that capacity for three years. He 
was the first African American to hold the position. 
 In 1998, he became the President of the National 
Conference of State Legislatures. He was the first African 
American to be named as President. In the 1999 election, 
Blue lost his position as Speaker when the opposing party 
won the general election but kept his seat in the House. In 
2002, Blue ran for the U.S. Senate but lost, losing to Erskine 
Bowles. After losing, Blue returned to practice law. 
 Blue joined on as a lobbyist for former Mayor of Knight-
dale, North Carolina Jeanne Bonds promoting energy issues 
affecting working families. He remained with Bonds until 
the untimely death of Brernard Allen, his successor in the 
House, who died soon after being re-elected to another term 
in 2006. Blue was selected to replace Allen and to resume 
his former seat in the House. 
 When Blue returned to a seat in the North Carolina 
House, his fellow Representatives voted to allow Allen’s 

votes to go to him. Governor Mike Easley was obligated to 
accept the nomination of the Party and with his signature 
Blue once again entered the halls of the state legislature. He 
served out Allen’s term and was re-elected to a full term in 
the January 2007 elections.
 In 2009, Blue was elected to the Duke University Board 
of Trustees. Not long thereafter, he was named as the Chair 
of the Board. In becoming the Chair, he became the first 
African American to chair the Board of Trustees at Duke Uni-
versity. That same year, North Carolina State Senator Vernon 
Malone died while serving his term in the Senate. Blue was 
selected to serve the remainder of his term. In 2014, Senate 
Minority Leader Martin L. Nesbitt had to leave the Senate 
due to health reasons. Blue’s fellow Democrats selected him 
to replace Nesbitt. Blue became the first African American 
to serve as the North Carolina Senate Minority Leader. In the 
2014 general elections, Blue was elected to a full term as 
Senate Minority Leader.
 Blue has won countless awards during his profession-
al career. He has been awarded honorary degrees from the 
following institutions: Barber Scotia College, Elizabeth City 
State University, Fayetteville State University, North Carolina 
Central University, Pfeiffer College, Saint Augustine’s Col-
lege, Shaw University, the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, and Winston-Salem State University. The Wake 
County Bar Association bestowed upon him their highest 
honor, the Joseph Branch Professionalism Award and he re-
ceived the Adam Clayton Powell Leadership Award. The 4-H 
also gave Blue their National Alumni Award. 
 Blue has served on several associations and organiza-
tion’s Executive Boards including the Democratic National 
Committee, the National Conference of State Legislatures, 
the Southern Legislative Conference, and the State and Local 
Legal Center in Washington, D.C.. Blue has served as Chair-
man of the Board of Trustees of Duke University and been a 
Vice Chair or served in other capacities on many of Duke’s 
Committees. He has served on the Executive Board for the 
Center on Ethics in Government and Advocacy in Denver, 
Colorado and served on the Advisory Council for the As-
sociation of Governing Boards for Colleges and Universi-
ties in Washington, D.C..  Blue has also served as a Visiting 
Instructor at the Sanford Institute of Public Policy at Duke 
University and a member of both the National Institute for 
Trial Advocacy and the Research Triangle Institute. 
 Blue currently serves as the managing partner of Blue 
LLP. He specializes in administrative, civil, estate and public 
litigation
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S OPHIA
B.
BOAZ 

…was born in Kansas 
City, Missouri where she 
attended grammar and 
high school. She matric-
ulated to Fisk University 
in Nashville, Tennessee 
where she graduated in 
1911 with her Bachelor 
of Arts degree. Upon her 

graduation, the National League of Urban Conditions 
Among Negroes awarded her a Fellowship t the School of 
Civics and Philanthropy in Chicago, Illinois. Boaz moved 
to Chicago, settling in the Charles Sumner Settlement on 
31 W. Lake Street. She spent a year studying in the pro-
gram. As part of her settlement housing agreement, Boaz 
had to work in the community in which she lived. 
 In obtaining her law degree, Boaz is a graduate of 
Chicago, Illinois’s Chicago-Kent College of Law. She ob-
tained her law degree in 1922. In 1923, she was admitted 
to the Illinois Bar.
 In her first job after passing the bar, Boaz served the 
settlement house community that she lived in for two 
years as a social worker. In 1913, she accepted a job with 
Cook County, Illinois as a Probation Officer. To become 
a Probation Officer, Boaz had to take an entrance exam. 
Of the more than five hundred that took the exam, she 
received the seventh highest score.
 While serving as a Probation Officer, she assisted in 
the creation of a study, “The Colored People of Chicago: 
An Investigation Made for the Juvenile Protective Associ-
ation”. The study consisted of statistical data that depict-
ed the welfare of blacks in Chicago across all ages and of 
all economic statuses. It showed their educational back-
grounds, their housing, their employment opportunities, 
and other available information. The study was the first 
of it’s kind and was helpful to Cook County in its’ under-
standing of the dynamics of the city’s population. 
 Boaz became involved with the civil rights of Chicago 
residents and worked to improve their living conditions. 
She took a staff position with Chicago’s Juvenile and Do-
mestic Relations Court. In her position, she took on some 
of the same duties that she had when she worked as a 
social worker, i.e., working to help the social needs of 
the many new immigrants that were moving into the city, 

leaving the Deep South or coming from other European 
countries.
 In 1943, Boaz became a member of the National As-
sociation of Women Lawyers. She was one of only three 
black women admitted to the woman’s association. She 
became a member of the Cook County Bar Association, 
the Professional Women’s Club, and the Fisk Club at her 
alma mater Fisk University. She also served as the Secre-
tary of the Illinois Children’s Home. In addition, Boaz gave 
of her time as a member of the Aid Society Committee.
 Sophia B. Boaz was a devoted social worker, a gifted 
attorney, and a caring humanitarian. The Colored Wom-
en’s Club honored her, along with Georgia Jones Ellis and 
Edith Sampson-Clayton, for becoming the first three Af-
rican American lawyers to be admitted to the National 
Association of Women Lawyers.
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J ANE
MATILDA
BOLIN 

...was born on April 
11, 1908 in a suburb 
of Poughkeepsie, New 
York. Bolin would go 
on to become the first 
in many of her achieve-
ments. She was the first 
African-American grad-

uate of Williams College enrolling in 1924 and gradu-
ating in 1928 as a “Wellesley Scholar. She became the 
first African-American woman to graduate from Yale Law 
School. She was also the first to join the New York City 
Bar Association and the first to join the New York City 
Law Department. She later became the first black woman 
to serve as a judge in the United States when in 1939, she 
was sworn onto the bench of the New York City Domestic 
Relations Court.
 She was the youngest of four children being raised in 
a mixed family. Her father, Gaius C. Bolin, was a lawyer 
and the first African American to attend Williams College. 
Her mother, Matilda Ingram Emery, was a white woman 
from Britain who died when Bolin was eight years old. 
Jane adored her father and knew she wanted to be a law-
yer just like her father. During her early years, her child-
hood was impacted by the racial persecution of the early 
1900s in America.  Reading articles and seeing pictures 
in “The Crisis”, the leading black magazine during that 
Time.  She read all the horrible articles and saw the many 
pictures of the hanging of blacks by southern whites, she 
knew she wanted to help, Somehow.
  Bolin graduated high school in Poughkeepsie and 
went on to attend Wellesley College in Massachusetts 
where she was one of the two black students in her class. 
She was ignored by most of the white students her she 
lived off campus with other black students. After com-
pleting her studies at Wellesley, a Careers Adviser tried to 
discourage her from applying to Yale Law School citing 
her race and gender as stumbling blocks. Ignoring that 
opinion, she attended and graduated from Yale in 1928 
placing herself in the top twenty in her class. 
 At the Yale Law School, she was the only black stu-
dent and one of only three women. Graduating in 1931, 
she became the first African-American woman to receive 
a law degree from Yale. A year later, in 1932, she passed 

the New York state bar examination. She began her law 
career practicing law with her father in Poughkeepsie for 
the first two years of her legal career. She married  her 
first husband, Ralph E. Mizelle and moved to New York 
to open their own practice.
 In 1936, as a Republican candidate from the Seven-
teenth District in New York, she ran unsuccessfully for the 
New York State Assembly. After the defeat, she joined the 
New York City’s legal department as Assistant Corpora-
tion Counsel. On July 22, 1939, then New York City May-
or, Fiorello La Guardia appointed the thirty-one year-old 
Bolin as a Judge on the Domestic Relations Court making 
the announcement at the New York World’s Fair. She re-
mained a Judge of the court for forty Years. The court was 
renamed the Family Court in 1962 of which her appoint-
ment was renewed three times. She stepped down at the 
mandatory retirement age of seventy.
 Bolin’s desire was to ensure that child services were ra-
cially integrated and that Probation Officers were assigned 
without regard to a person’s race or religion. She worked 
to ensure that publicly funded childcare agencies accepted 
children without regard to their ethnic background.
 She was an avid activist for children’s rights and chil-
dren’s education. She cared deeply about family issues 
including spousal abuse, neglected children, and homi-
cides committed by juveniles. She served on the boards 
of the NAACP, the Child Welfare League, and the Nation-
al Urban League. Because of her determined care for the 
welfare of children, she received honorary degrees from 
several colleges and universities, including Tuskeegee In-
stitute, Williams College, Hampton University, Western 
College for Women and Morgan State University.
 After retirement in 1979, for two years, Bolin became 
a volunteer as a Reading Instructor in the New York City 
public school system. She served on the boards of the 
National Urban League, the Child Welfare League, the 
Dalton School, and the New York State Board of Regents, 
by reviewing their disciplinary cases. She even assisted 
Eleanor Roosevelt to re-establish the Wiltwyck School for 
Boys as a non-sectarian and interracial rehabilitative cen-
ter for juveniles.
 Having given her life to many groundbreaking 
achievements, Jane Bolin died on Monday, January 8, 
2007 at the age of ninety-eight in Long Island, Queen, 
New York.



69

ALICE
A.
WILKERSON

           BONNER 

…is a native of New 
Orleans, Louisiana. She 
attended local New 
Orleans public schools 
before receiving her 
legal degree from at 
Texas Southern Univer-
sity’s School of Law in 

Houston, Texas. Bonner was admitted to the Texas State 
Bar that same year. A year later, she opened her law firm, 
Bonner & Bonner, to begin her legal career. She remained 
in private practice for seven years before being appointed 
to the Texas Civil District Court for Harris County. Bonner 
was the first African American woman to serve as Judge in 
the County and in the city of Houston. 
 In the 1979 general election, Judge Bonner ran for 
re-election in a county-wide race. Her opponents were 
six white males, which she outdistanced to remain on 
the Court. Her adjudication and equal fairness of the law 
was rewarded in the following election as she garnered 
more casted votes in the County election than did Pres-
ident-Elect Jimmy Carter. Judge Bonner again became a 
first, the first African American woman to serve on the 
80th District Court of Texas.
 After retiring from the bench, Judge Bonner returned 
to practice private law. Her specialties centered on Fam-
ily and Probate Law. As her practice grew, Judge Bonner 
increased her expertise to participate in the field of Medi-
ations and Arbitrations.   
 Judge Bonner has served the city of Houston well, 
giving of her service to the community, legal associations, 
and civic organizations. She has served as the as Chair of 
the Houston Area Urban League and the National Board; 
Boy Scouts of America, Houston Area Red Cross, and 
Florence Crittenden Home for Girls among other local or-
ganization. Judge Bonner was also the founding member 
of the Women’s Division of the National Bar Association. 
In addition, she served as Chair of the NBA’s prestigious 
“Hall of Fame” Committee for more than fifteen years as 
an elected member.  
 Judge Bonner has served as a member of the Nation-
al Bar Association (NBA) and has served on its’ Board of 
Directors. She is a member of the NBA’s Judicial Council 
and was the second woman to Chair the National Organi-

zation of Black Judges. Judge Bonner was also the found-
ing member of the Women’s Division of the National Bar 
Association. She is a lifetime member of National Council 
of Negro Women, a member of the National Associations 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), the 
Houston Chapter of Drifters, Inc., and the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha sorority.
 Judge Bonner has served as an active member of 
the “Thurgood Marshall School of Law. For the school, 
she was a member of the National Alumni Board. She 
was also a founding member of the National Women of 
Achievement, Inc. and served as President of the Houston 
Chapter. For the International Year of the Woman, in Bei-
jing, China, Judge Bonner served as a Delegate. 
 Judge Bonner has given many awards and honors for 
her dedicated service to the legal profession. In appreci-
ation of her efforts, the NBA’s Judicial Council presented 
her with its’ highest honor, the “Gertrude Rush” Award. 
The State Bar of Texas recognized Judge Bonner for her 
fifty years of legal practice and service given to the state 
of Texas.
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JOSEPH
ROBERT, “J.R.”
BOOKER

…was born on Septem-
ber 19, 1893 in Hele-
na, Arkansas to Mary J. 
(Carver) Booker and Jo-
seph A. Booker. He was 
one of eight children and 
his father, Rev. Joseph A. 
Booker, served as the 

President of Arkansas Baptist College and served in that 
capacity from 1887 to 1926. Booker received a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1914 from Arkansas Baptist College in 
Little Rock, Arkansas. He obtained his law degree 1917 
from Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois.
 After completing his law degree, Booker returned to 
Little Rock to begin his legal career. The following year, 
he enlisted into the United States Army. In serving, he be-
came the Assistant Director of the War Finance Commit-
tee and served as a member of the Legal Advisory Board 
of the State Military Affairs Committee. On June 30, 1919, 
Booker was admitted to argue cases before the Arkansas 
State Supreme Court.
 Walker joined the Republican Party and became 
actively involved in opposing the Republican majority’s 
push to distance itself and rid the party of African Amer-
ican participation. In 1920, the Republican Party held its 
state convention in a segregated hotel. Booker and fellow 
African American attorneys, Scipio Jones, J.A. Hibbler, 
W.A. Singfield, and W.L. Purifoy attended the convention 
and refused to leave the hotel. They then organized their 
own convention to address the needs of African American 
issues that the overall Republican Party was not address-
ing. Booker had worked a year earlier with Jones when 
the two defended the appeal of twelve African-American 
defendants sentenced to death after being arrested during 
a race riot that occurred near Elaine, Arkansas in 1919. 
 In 1924, Booker became a member of the National 
Association for the Advancement of the Colored People 
(NAACP). He was one of the first members of the Little 
Rock branch. Along with other NAACP attorneys, Booker 
continued his representation of people in the pursuit of 
equal rights and fair opportunity in economic advance-
ment. In 1930, Booker along his brother William joined 
forces to form the practice of Booker & Booker and the 
two assisted Jones and Hibbler in filing a suit against the 

Little Rock Democratic Central Committee on behalf of 
the Arkansas Negro Democratic Association in their right 
to vote in Democratic primaries.
 In 1942, Booker served on the legal team that repre-
sented African American teachers in their pursuit of equal 
pay to that paid to white teachers. A year later, he ob-
tained the right to practice before the United States Su-
preme Court. He would go on to argue eight cases before 
the Arkansas State Supreme Court.
 In March 1946, Booker took on the University of Ar-
kansas School of Law to force the law school to admit 
African American students. He made contact with admin-
istrators of the law school in an attempt to negotiate ad-
mittance but was unsuccessful. He and his fellow NAACP 
attorneys then brought suit against the suit, which result-
ed in the school opening his doors to African American 
students in 1948. Booker would go on to litigated five 
other civil rights cases for the NAACP in the next several 
years.
 In 1949, Booker was elected as the President of the 
National Bar Association. He then became a member 
of the Southwest Bar Association; the Wonder State Bar 
Association, another African American lawyers organiza-
tion, and the American Judicature Society.
 Joseph Robert “J.R.” Booker died on July 31, 1960.
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BENJAMIN
FRANKLIN
BOOTH

…was born into slav-
ery on Oct. 17, 1858 to 
Malinda and Benjamin 
Booth. He was raised on 
a farm in Prentiss Coun-
ty, Mississippi. The fami-
ly moved to neighboring 
Tippah County where 

Booth attended rural schools until he was sixteen years 
old. 
 Booth’s father died and he had to work to support the 
family. At sixteen, he was old enough and smart enough 
to teach younger school children so he took a job as a 
teacher. While teaching, he continued to work on the 
family farm.
 In 1880, he enrolled into the State Normal School for 
Colored in Holly Springs, Mississippi. He graduated four 
years later with honors with his undergraduate degree. 
While earning his undergraduate degree, Booth began 
reading law books as an extra curricular activity.
 Booth was able to work under the supervision of 
criminal lawyer and Colonel William lnge who would lat-
er become the Speaker of the Mississippi House of Repre-
sentatives. He also was able to work under Judge Francis 
Fentress. During that time, Booth also taught school in 
Mississippi and Tennessee. He served as a Principal to a 
Bolivar, Tennessee school.
 In September of 1885, Booth opened his own law 
firm in Bolivar while still working for the local public 
schools. After working in Bolivar for four years, he moved 
to Memphis, Tennessee in search of better opportunities. 
A resourceful man, it was not long before he landed his 
first case. 
 In a highly contested election for the United States 
Congress, Booth represented Republican Lucian Bona-
parte Eaton. In representing the case of “Eaton v. Phelan”, 
Booth became the first African American to represent a 
contested election in the U.S. South. To prepare for the 
case, Booth conduced 1,400 depositions and travelled 
across four counties in the Tenth Congressional District to 
gather information and needed findings. From that case, 
Booth garnered both fame and fortune. He became one 
of the most prominent and prosperous African American 
attorneys in the South at that time.

 In the murder case of a black woman, Mrs. Willie An-
derson, on trial for murdering her husband, Booth won 
her acquittal by arguing that her indictment should be 
thrown out due to no blacks serving on the jury. In anoth-
er case, a divorce in the local and wealthy Scurlock fami-
ly had lingered in the courts for twelve years. Booth took 
on the case and had the husband’s judgment set aside 
and obtained a new trial. In the new trial and through two 
appeals with oral arguments before the Tennessee State 
Supreme Court, Booth ultimately won a judgment for his 
client.
 In 1905, although unsuccessful, he and fellow attor-
ney Josiah T. Settle challenged the state of Tennessee’s Jim 
Crow laws that mandated segregated streetcars. Arguing 
before the Tennessee State Supreme Court, the two men 
pointedly used the U.S. Constitution and its’ Amendments 
to plead their case. The case would later become a part of 
a later federal segregation case.
 Booth had become extremely successful by the mid 
1900s. He was one of the most successful African Amer-
ican men in Tennessee. He owned a home, a forty-acre 
farm near Millington, Tennessee, and property in down-
town Memphis. 
 He co-founded the Fraternal Savings Bank & Trust 
Company of Memphis and served as the banks legal 
counsel. He also served as legal counsel for the Knights 
of Pythias. In 1923, he and four other prominent business-
men signed the charter creating the Universal Life Insur-
ance Company.
 Benjamin Franklin Booth died on May 31, 1941. He 
was eighty-two years old. For his funeral, the Chancery, 
Circuit Court, and the Probate Court recessed to pay trib-
ute. The Shelby County Bar Association gave Booth a trib-
ute during the funeral and the City of Memphis, named a 
park in south Memphis in his honor, The B.F. Booth Park. 
In 2001, Booth’s granddaughter, Mary E. Booth, pub-
lished a biography of her grandfather’s life, “B.F. Booth: 
The Legacy”.
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FREEMAN
R.
BOSLEY, JR.

…was born on July 20, 
1954 in St. Louis, Missou-
ri. He attended Central 
High School and graduat-
ed in 1972. He matricu-
lated to St. Louis Univer-
sity where he earned two 
undergraduate degrees. In 
1976, he was awarded a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Urban Affairs and a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science.
 For his law degree, Bosley remained at St. Louis University. 
He obtained his Juris Doctorate degree in 1979. While attending 
his degrees, Bosley served as President of both the Black Student 
Alliance and the Black-American Law Students Association.
 Leaving law school, Bosley took a job as a staff attorney 
Legal Services of Eastern Missouri. His main responsibility was 
working on cases involving consumer affairs and issues sur-
rounding utility companies. He then joined the law firm of Boast 
and Jordan.
 After serving for several years in private practice, Bosley 
was selected to serve on the St. Louis 22nd Judicial Circuit as a 
Circuit Clerk. He would serve the Circuit for ten years. He then 
served as a Democratic Committeeman for the 3rd Ward of St. 
Louis before becoming Chairman of the St. Louis City Democrat-
ic Central Association. Bosley was the first African American to 
serve as Chair of the St. Louis Democratic Party.
 In 1993, Bosely was elected as the 43rd Mayor of St. Louis 
winning 66.5% of the votes. He became the first African Amer-
ican to be elected Mayor of the city. He would serve for four 
years. 
 Not long after taking the helm of the city, St. Louis suffered 
the massive flood of 1993. The Mayor issued a state of emer-
gency and ordered an evacuation of certain areas of the city. 
The city residents did not want to leave their homes so Bosley 
ordered city workers to turn off the city’s gas and electricity in an 
effort to force the residents to depart their homes. He had the po-
lice department to go door to door ordering people to evacuate. 
Forty-eight hours later the city’s levee broke flooding hundreds 
of homes. Thanks to Bosley’s forced evacuation, no lives were 
lost.
 Under his leadership, although with a struggle, the city was 
able to clean up the destruction left behind and rebuild what 
structures had been destroyed. For St. Louis based Trans World 
Airlines, Bosley orchestrated a $70 million bailout. He was piv-
otal in the Los Angeles Rams football team moving their fran-
chise from Anaheim, California to St. Louis. The move brought 
increased revenue to the city, which increased property values 
and allowed for two property tax hikes under his guidance.
 During Bosley’s term, city development increased and mon-
ey was placed into municipal services. Bosley assisted in the 

building of the Northside Shopping Center and city streets were 
paved. The St. Louis airport received a $1.8 billion expansion to 
handle the new arrives coming to the city. Under Bosley’s direc-
tion, St. Louis grew.
 He appointed the first the first African-American City Coun-
selor when he named Ronnie White to the position. White 
would go on to become the first African-American Missouri Su-
preme Court Justice. Bosley also created the St. Louis Midnight 
Basketball program for St. Louis’ youth.
 Bosley’s administration unfortunately was not all roses and 
accolades. His term was tainted with scandals and corruption. 
The crime rate in the northern sections of St. Louis increased 
and the city residents began to lose confidence in him. After four 
years as Mayor and with his popularity dwindling, Bosley lost in 
his 1997 re-election bid to Clarence Harmon. Bosley made an-
other run for the Mayor’s job in 2001 but lost in the Democratic 
primary to Francis Slay by a wide margin.
 To Bosley’s credit, when he assumed the office of Mayor of 
St. Louis, the city was insolvent. The city coffers had less than 
$1 million in the bank and it was near bankruptcy. Within six 
months after taking office, Bosley was able to get a 3/8 and ½ 
cent sales tax bill passed through the City Council. That sales 
tax increase generated $38 million in revenue and pulled the 
city from the edge of collapse. When he left the office, the city 
coffers could count the $30 million it had in the bank and give 
thanks to Bosley despite the troubles that reflected upon his ad-
ministration.
 Bosley returned to his private practice law office to conduct 
business. Unfortunately, his practice was under scrutiny when in 
September of 2014, claims against him were filed alleging de-
ceit, dishonesty, fraud, and misrepresentation. He charged with 
violating his client’s trust by commingling their funds and for not 
having a trust account to hold their deposits. He was charged 
with not delivering client’s money won in their cases and to have 
bounced checks at his bank.
 For his actions, the three-member panel appointed by the 
Office of Chief Disciplinary Counsel wanted to recommend a 
minimum two-year suspension of Bosley’s license. However, af-
ter he confessed to the mishandling of client funds and to pay-
ing personal expenses with client’s moneys without adequate 
record keeping, Bosley’s law license was suspended indefinitely. 
He was forbidden to give any legal advice or to represent himself 
as an attorney. Bosley immediately appealed the punishment.
 In his appeal, Bosley was able to win a less stringent form of 
punishment. Chief Disciplinary Counsel Alan Pratzel of the Mis-
souri Supreme Court ruled that Bosley’s would serve a two-year 
probation order and stayed the indefinite suspension of Bosley’s 
license. For him, that meant that the charges would remain on 
his record, but with the stay, he could practice law under the 
probation guidelines. Bosley’s probation ended on December 
20, 2016. He was reinstated as a full time lawyer with all rights 
and privileges.
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J.
FRANKLYN
BOURNE, JR. 

…was born in Atlan-
tic City, New Jersey on 
March 24, 1917. He 
graduated high school 
with honors from the 
Boys High School in 
Brooklyn, New York be-
fore attending Lincoln 

University in Lincoln University, Pennsylvania where he 
received his undergraduate degree in 1940. He began 
his law degree by attending the Dickinson Law School 
in Pennsylvania but left to fulfill his military duties. He 
enlisted into the United States Coast Guard serving from 
1942 to 1945.
 Returning from active duty, Bourne entered How-
ard University’s Law School to complete his law degree. 
He received his degree in 1948 and was admitted to the 
Maryland State Bar in the fall of that year. He moved to 
Baltimore and opened his first law office.
 After practicing in Baltimore for a few years, Bourne 
moved his law firm to Prince George’s County Maryland 
where he became the first African American attorney to 
practice in the county. Joining forces with African Ameri-
can attorney James H. Taylor, the two opened a new law 
firm in the Fairmont Heights section of the county. Taylor 
went on to become the first in several aspects, the first 
African-American member of the Prince George’s County 
Bar Association, the first African American to become a 
State’s Attorney for Prince George’s County, and first Af-
rican American judge to serve on the Circuit Court for 
Prince George’s County.
 Joining the civil rights organization, the Nation-
al Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 
(NAACP), Bourne served as the organization’s President 
and General Counsel for its’ Prince George’s County 
chapter. A registered Republican, Bourne was appoint-
ed in 1969 by then Republican Governor Spiro Agnew 
as Chairman of the Maryland Workmen’s Compensation 
Commission, now known as the Worker’s Compensation 
Commission. In 1970, after he was elected to the gover-
norship, Governor Marvin Mandel re-appointed Bourne 
to the position.
 In 1971, the Maryland state government created a 
new court to serve Maryland residents, the District Court 

of Maryland. Governor Mandel again called upon Bourne 
for his services. The Court was comprised of seven origi-
nal Judges and Bourne was selected as one of them serv-
ing District 5, the District Court for Prince George’s Coun-
ty. Like his first law partner, Judge Taylor, Bourne became 
a first, the first African American to serve on the District 
Court for Prince George’s County.
 On June 12, 1972, Judge Bourne suffered a massive 
heart attack and died. In 1977, Judge Bourne was honored 
when several attorneys from Prince George’s County and 
neighboring Montgomery County formed a bar associa-
tion in his name, the J. Franklyn Bourne Bar Association. 
The bar association’s purpose was and is to “to promote 
legal excellence, community service, and the advance-
ment of African-Americans in the legal profession”. In 
1991, the State of Maryland opened a new courthouse in 
the county seat of Upper Marlboro and befittingly dedi-
cated the District Court wing in Bourne’s honor.
 In 1977, attorneys in Prince George’s and Montgom-
ery counties formed the J. Franklyn Bourne Bar Associ-
ation to promote legal excellence, community service, 
and the advancement of African-Americans in the legal 
profession, as a living memorial to Judge Bourne. And, 
in 1991, the Upper Marlboro courthouse opened, with a 
new District Court wing dedicated to Judge Bourne.
 On June 12, 1972, Judge Bourne died after suffering a 
massive heart attack.   
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SHELLIE
F.
BOWERS 

…was born in 1936 in 
Memphis, Tennessee 
to Lucy Smith Bowers 
and Phee A. Bowers. 
He was the youngest of 
three boys and during 
his first year of life, his 
mother died. He was 

reared until the age of six by two of his aunts, Effie and 
Katy Smith. When he was six, he was shipped to St. Louis, 
Missouri to leave with his Aunt Beatrice. 
 After graduating from a local St. Louis Summer High 
School, he attended Lincoln University in Jefferson City, 
Missouri where he received a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in 1957 majoring in Government and having a minor in 
Mathematics.
 After graduating from undergraduate school, Bowers 
enlisted into the United States Army. He served in the 
Army as an artillery officer. He served two years of active 
duty before being discharged honorably. He left the Army 
and enrolled into Georgetown University’s Law Center 
in Washington, D.C. where he received his law degree 
in 1962. He would obtain a Master of Law degree the 
following year from the E. Barrett Prettyman Fellowship 
program at Georgetown in 1963.
 After completion of the Master’s program, Bowers 
accepted a job as a trial attorney with the United States 
Department of Justice (DOJ). He worked in the Organized 
Crime and Racketeering Section’s Criminal Division. There 
he litigated cases that dealt with fraud and violent crimes.
 In 1964, Bowers left the DOJ and entered private 
practice. He joined the law office run by former Superi-
or Court Judge Carlisle E. Pratt. Two years later, Bowers 
had made partner. A few years later, retired Chief Judge 
Theodore R. Newman, Jr. joined the firm and the law firm 
became known as Pratt, Bowers and Newman.
 In 1975, Bowers left the firm to form his own private 
practice. He also served as an Adjunct Professor of Trial 
Advocacy at Howard Law School, also located in Wash-
ington, D.C.. Bowers also taught as an Adjunct Professor 
at the Antioch School of Law, another D.C. located law 
school. In addition, Bowers served on the teaching faculty 
of the Winter Trial Advocacy workshop at Harvard Law 
School in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

 In 1979, then President Jimmy Carter appointed Bow-
ers to the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. He 
would serve on the Court for the next twenty-four years. 
He retired in 2004.
 Bowers has an extensive record of community service 
and service to many legal organizations and associations. 
He served as a member of the Judicial Council Commit-
tee on Bail Reform and a member of the Eighth Annual 
Criminal Practice Institute. He served as the Chairman of 
the D.C. Bar Association’s District Court Committee and 
served as the Co-Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
the Neighborhood Legal Service Program. Bowers also 
served as a member of the Board of Trustees of the Public 
Defender Service and was a Board of Trustees member of 
the Legal Aid Society. In addition, he served on the Board 
of the Directors of the National Capital Area for the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union.
 Bowers was a member of the Alpha Phi Alpha Frater-
nity, Inc. and the Peoples Congregational United Church 
of Christ. At his church, he sang in the Chancel Choir, do-
ing so for more than thirty-five years. He was also a mem-
ber of the D.C. Chapter of the Lincoln University Alumni 
Association.
 Bowers was married to Florence Shyne Bowers, a 
molecular biologist in cancer research. She served as the 
head of the Department of Immunology at Huntington Re-
search Center. Together, they have two children, Shellie, 
Jr., and David. 
 Shellie F. Bowers died on November 20, 2014. He 
was seventy-eight years old.
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CHARLES
W.
BOWSER

…was born October 9, 
1930. He grew up in North 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
and graduated from the aca-
demically elite Central High 
School. Nicknamed “Juicy”, 
he was a gifted athlete and 
was the Co-Captain and 
a star fullback on his high 
school football team. He 
graduated from Central in 

1948. His athletic abilities earned him a scholarship to Temple Uni-
versity, which was located less than five miles from his high school.
 Unfortunately, he broke his leg in the second year of playing 
collegiate football. With that the scholarship was gone and he had 
to work to pay his tuition. He turned his attention to academics. An 
accomplished author and poet, he looked toward a career in Jour-
nalism. He completed his studies at Temple in 1952 with a B.S. in 
Journalism Degree. He then entered the U.S. Army.
 Serving in the Korean War, he was a member of the Army’s 
Bomb Squad serving as an explosive ordnance disposal expert clear-
ing mines from the battlefield to protect the lives of his comrades. 
This training would come in handy in future years as he developed 
nerves of steel and a sense of calmness that not many could attain. 
While serving in Korean, his nearly lost his life in a foxhole when a 
knife wielding Korean soldier attacked him. In a life or death hand-to-
hand brutal fight, Bowser courageously survived the attack, although 
blooded, while the Korean solider lay dead. His calmness during the 
attack, his focus on his military training and his will to live instilled in 
him a resolve that would carry throughout his professional career and 
his life as well.
 Returning from the war, he returned to Philadelphia and entered 
Temple University’s Law School. He would earn his J.D. Degree in 
1957. Entering the field of law, Bowser wanted to do everything pos-
sible to help uplift and empower black people and wanted to repre-
sent their interest, concerns and rights, giving his best possible effort 
needed, despite the obstacle. He recognized the blacks played a very 
limited role in public affairs, professional organizations and politics. 
It was from these focus points that he began his legal crusade.
 He and one of the only black attorneys in Philadelphia at the 
time, Cecil B Moore, became the visible legal faces that began to 
challenge the status quo. He joined forces with the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and their Legal 
Defense Fund (LDF) to fight the fight of civil rights. In his pursuit, 
Bowser used any and every avenue available to achieve those goals, 
be it the courtroom, the boardrooms, or the streets. He became the 
personification of a Malcolm X, a Thurgood Marshall and a Martin 
Luther King, Jr.
 Bowser understood that black lawyers had a responsibility and 
obligation to fight for the rights of their people. He believed that 
through litigation, civic, and community involvement, much of the 
ills of the black community could be addressed. He viewed the 
current issues surrounding the black community, i.e., substandard 
schools and education, poor health care, housing segregation, and 
discrimination in employment, as issues that were worthy of fighting 
for and he set about doing so.
 In 1964, in a successful against the Mummers Parade, the oldest 
folk festival in the United States held each New Year’s Day in Philadel-

phia, Bowser brought an end to the use of blackface by participants 
marching in the parade. A year later, he accepted the Directorship of 
the Philadelphia Anti-Poverty Action Committee, to combat poverty 
in the inner city. Two years later, in 1967, he became the first black 
Deputy to Mayor James H.T. Tate, which gave blacks their first access 
to city government.
 In 1968, he became the Director of the Urban Coalition. In that 
role, he developed programs that allowed African Americans to en-
ter trades previously excluded to them and called for more minority 
participation in skilled contracting. Bowser was becoming a social 
engineer as well as a social reformer. His strategy was to apply pres-
sure where ever racism raised its’ ugly head and he was relentless in 
his techniques.
 Bowser’s most significant challenge to the power establishment 
and status quo came in 1975 in his bid for the top position in the city, 
that as Mayor as a third-party candidate. Of the three candidates, he 
lost to eventual victor, Democrat Frank L. Rizzo, his second place 
showing gave the black community both pride and hope. Four years 
later, Bowser made a second attempt at the Mayor’s job. He again 
placed second, this time having a narrower margin in his loss. 
 Although he was not the first black to run for Mayor, none had 
come nowhere as close as had Bowser. His campaign galvanized the 
black community in a way that had never been done before. Bowser 
was able to align with both the black and white communities as he 
addressed both of their concerns. His political campaigns changed 
the political landscape of Philadelphia and opened the door for fu-
ture black politicians to take charge of their own destinies. He did 
not make another run for Mayor but did set a precedent that allowed 
future candidates to capture the office.
 An extremely talented writer, in 1985 Bowser penned a book 
entitled “The Apartheid Solution”, whereby he spoke on the racial di-
vide between blacks and whites and the resulting consequences and 
how they played on society. Also that year as a member of the Phila-
delphia Special Investigation Commission (also known as the MOVE 
Commission), he wrote a scathing report on the Philadelphia Police 
Department calling for indictments of city and law enforcement of-
ficials that were responsible for decisions that resulted in the bomb-
ing and burning down of two-and-a-half city blocks in an attempt to 
silence a black activist group, Operation Move. Eleven people died 
in the bombing including five children and sixty-one homes were 
destroyed. In 1989, Bowser wrote a book on the incident.
 In 1987, Bowser became a member of the Pennsylvania Com-
mission on Judicial Reform and took on the task of making changes 
in Pennsylvania’s court system. In 1988, he became Special Counsel 
to the Pennsylvania Legislative Black Caucus. In 1990, he organized 
a boycott against a local newspaper. In 1995, as a member of the 
Advisory Committee on Appellate Court Rules of the Pennsylvania Su-
preme Court, he assisted in writing the rules of appellate procedure. 
In 2002, he organized demonstrations against another local newspa-
per for their racist news reporting that resulted in a public apology to 
the community at large.
 Bowser was the first Philadelphia lawyer to win a big money ver-
dict against the Philadelphia Police Department in a police brutality 
case, affirmed on appeal, that although resulted in no physical con-
tact was won based on “mental intimidation”. Bowser, as an activist, 
lawyer, community protector, and political power broker, led his life 
by example and more importantly, was a Black Man that held himself 
and his adversaries to higher standards. 
 The honors, awards, accolades and commendations given to 
Bowser are far to lengthy to list here as there were many. Loved, cher-
ished, honored and respected, Charles W. Bowser died on August 9, 
2010. 
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CHARLES
BOX

…was born in Rock-
ford, Illinois on Feb-
ruary 24, 1951 to and 
Adeller Blake Box and 
Horace Box. The fam-
ily had migrated from 
Arkansas in 1947 when 

Box was four years old. Neither of his parents graduated 
from high school but in Rockford, they were able to forge 
a medium income that allowed them to live moderately 
and afford summer vacations. 
 In 1966, when Box was fifteen, his family opened 
a food establishment, “Box’s Barbeque”, on the corner 
of Morgan and Main Streets in Rockford. The family’s 
mouthwatering famous barbeque operations operated for 
thirty-seven years. Box’s Barbeque closed in 2003. 
 Most of the jobs for blacks at that time involved some 
sort of labor if you did not have a high school diploma 
or college degree. Growing up around business and hard 
work, Box worked the family barbeque business while 
he also bagged groceries at the local Po Joe’s Pacemaker 
store, to earn extra income while he studied in prepara-
tion to go to college.
 In high school, Box was a gifted student athlete. In 
sports, he played baseball, basketball, and was a most 
valuable player on the football team. For academics, Box 
was in the National Honor Society and served as Associ-
ate Editor of the school’s yearbook club.
 After graduating from high school, Box attended and 
Dartmouth College in Hanover, New Hampshire where in 
1973, he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in His-
tory. He then attended the University of Michigan School 
of Law in Ann Arbor, Michigan, where he obtained his 
law degree in 1976.
 In 1981, Box became the Legal Director for his home-
town City of Rockford. After six years as Director, he took 
another position in the city government job as the City 
Administrator. He would remain City Administrator for 
two years. 
 In 1989, Box was elected as the Mayor of Rockford, 
Illinois winning 63% of the vote in a city where blacks 
made up only fifteen percent of the city’s population. 
With his election, he became the first African American 
to be elected as Mayor of the city. He was elected to three 

more terms, again winning by high margins, before elect-
ing not to run in the 2001 election. 
 Box practiced private law for five years before being 
asked by then Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich to con-
sider a position on the Illinois Commerce Commission. 
Box accepted in 2006, he was appointed as Chairman of 
the Commission where he currently serves. 
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JOHN
WILLIAM
BOYD

…was was born about 
1852 in Covington, Ten-
nessee to Sophia Fields 
Boyd and Philip Boyd. 
His parents were the 
slaves of Henry San-
ford and his wife Jean 
Murray Field Sanford. 

Boyd’s mother was a religious woman and the family held 
membership in the Emmaus Presbyterian Church under 
the pastoral leadership of Pastor Peter Bland. Boyd and 
his brother and sister were baptized in the church. When 
Boyd turned eighteen, he moved to Mason, referred to by 
many as Mason Depot, where he worked as a clerk for 
two local merchants, grocer Robert Harrison and post-
master and Mayor, William A. McCloy. 
 No information could be found on Boyd’s undergrad-
uate and law school studies, but it is known that he was a 
lawyer and was well respected by the Memphis, Tennes-
see community. Both black and white citizens used Boyd 
for his legal services. It is know that Boyd was admitted to 
the Covington Bar Association in Tennessee.
 In 1876, Boyd was elected to a six-year term on the 
County Court. He was also named as a Delegate to the 
Republican State Convention held in Cincinnati repre-
senting Tennessee’s Ninth District. That year’s convention 
nominated Ohio Governor Rutherford B. Hayes for Presi-
dent of the United States.
 In 1881, Boyd was elected to the Tennessee House 
of Representatives representing Tipton County. He would 
serve in the 42nd General Assembly for two terms. While 
serving in the House, Boyd served on the Immigration 
Committee, the New Counties and County Lines Commit-
tee, and Tippling Houses Committee.
 In the 1882 general election, Boyd was re-elected to 
the County Court. He was re-elected again in the 1888 
general election. He left the bench after his term ended in 
1888 but returned to the bench in 1897 to fulfill the term 
of the elected official unable to complete their term. In 
the next election in 1900, Boyd was elected to his final 
six-year term. 
 While serving on the County Court, Boyd also served 
as a Magistrate from 1876 to 1894. He served as Magis-
trate again from 1897 to 1906. As a Magistrate, he issued 

warrants and heard minor criminal cases. He also per-
formed marriages, assigned guardians, settled estates, and 
assigned administrators in settlement agreements.
 In 1883, while serving in the 43rd General Assembly, 
Boyd served on the Federal Regulations Committee. He 
worked with other African American legislators to over-
turn Jim Crow laws that permitted racial discrimination 
in public facilities. He made attempts to repeal restrictive 
contract labor laws, which kept blacks in bondage. The 
laws brought penalties to anyone who broker a work con-
tract or enticed a laborer to leave a contracted job. 
 Several of Boyd’s bills were passed by the General 
Assembly and passed into law. The first allowed the Gov-
ernor to offer a reward for the capture of a murder. The 
second passed bill raised the debt ceiling exemption for 
the poor that owed money to help protect what assets 
they had without having to sacrifice everything due to a 
financial obligation. Another passed bill dealt with dis-
crimination in railroad travel. Boyd’s bill made it illegal to 
discriminate against any first class paying passenger.
 In the 1884 election and after serving two terms in the 
House, Boyd lost his seat to Democrat Houston Letcher 
Blackwell, a Confederate veteran and attorney. Blackwell 
died suddenly, three days before the 44th General As-
sembly was to convene. Then Governor William B. Bate 
called for a special election. Boyd was to oppose John P. 
Edmondson but claimed fowl in the first election citing 
ballot boxes were missing along with approximately four 
hundred votes that would have made him the winner. He 
insisted there was no need for a second election since he 
was clearly the winner of the first. 
 Boyd took depositions from the Sheriff and several 
elected officials in an effort to prove his theory of vot-
er fraud. He proved that two Democratic election judges 
had taken the voting boxes claiming they had been sto-
len. With the irregularities and Boyd’s claims, the State 
Senate voted on the election and named Edmonson to 
the State Senate seat. Disappointed, Boyd returned to the 
Tipton County Court. Had he been named to the Senate, 
he would have become the first African American to be 
elected to the state Senate. It would be eighty-four years 
before an African American would serve in the Tennessee 
State Senate.
 John William Boyd died of a heart attack on March 
10, 1932. He was eighty years old. 
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U.
LAWRENCE
BOZÉ

…was born November 
1, 1949 in Houston, 
Texas to mother Iva 
Stewart Bozé and U.L. 
Bozé. His family owned 
a grocery store and his 
father was the founder 
of the Riverside Bank. 

The Houston bank was the first African American con-
trolled bank in the city.
 Bozé graduated high school from Phyllis Wheatley 
High School in 1967. In high school, he was a star play-
er on the school’s football team. His talents won him a 
scholarship to play at the University of Houston where he 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 1973. 
 The University of Houston and Houston’s Texas 
Southern University had a joint degree program and Bozé 
entered the program. He obtained a Master’s degree in 
Finance from the University of Houston and obtained his 
law degree from Texas Southern University in 1978. He 
was the first student to complete the program graduating 
summa cum laude. He served as the Valedictorian to both 
programs, the first African American to achieve that honor 
in any school in Texas.
 In his first professional legal job, he worked as Bank-
ruptcy Counsel for Chevron U.S.A./Gulf Oil Corporation. 
He served the combined companies for five years. He 
then became the Vice President and Bankruptcy Coun-
sel to Allied Bankshares, Inc., where he oversaw the es-
tablishment of Allied Banks of Texas, a section of Allied 
Bankshares. The new section consisted of fifty-two banks 
and litigated a docket of over seven hundred pre-bank-
ruptcy cases.
 Leaving Allied Bankshares, Bozé began his own firm, 
U. Lawrence Bozé and Associates. He specialized in 
commerce, environmental law, and real estate law. He 
acted as the closing attorney and tort litigator for the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. He also 
served as a mediator for other clients as a certified alter-
native mortgage instrument (AMI) attorney.
 In 1994, Bozé joined Fidelity National Title. He be-
came the first African Ameican fee attorney for the com-
pany. In that role, he handled the company’s title divi-

sions and oversaw compliance in title registrations and 
other necessary and needed paperwork.
 Bozé has been active in his membership in National 
Bar Association (NBA) and served as its’ President of the 
NBA’s Houston, Texas affiliate, the Houston Lawyers Asso-
ciation. He began the Texas Association of African Amer-
ican Lawyers and served as its’ first President. He was 
elected as the 54th President of the NBA and served as a 
State Bar Examiner for the Texas Board of Law Examiners. 
 To show gratitude for his work, the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People award Bozé 
with their Distinguished Service to the Houston Commu-
nity Award. The El Dorado Social Club members have giv-
en appreciation to him for his involvement in the organi-
zation. Bozé has also been given accolades from his local 
community for his assistance to those less fortunate.
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HILBERT
L.
BRADLEY  

…was born in Renton, 
Alabama on January 18, 
1920 As a young child 
his family moved to Bir-
mingham, Alabama. He 
graduated from Parker 
High School and matric-
ulated to Tennessee State 

University, in Nashville, Tennessee before transferring to 
Indiana University in Bloomington, Indiana for his under-
graduate degree. He earned his Doctor of Jurisprudence 
(J. D.) degree from Valparaiso University School of Law.
 Bradley began his professional career serving as a 
Probation Officer in the Gary, Indiana City Court. He lat-
er would serve as a Deputy Prosecutor in Lake County, 
Indiana. He then served as Corporation Counsel for the 
City of Gary.
 After passing the Indiana State Bar, he began his pri-
vate practice in Indiana by representing local police, fire-
fighters and teachers unions. He became involved with 
specialized cases that resulted in new laws related to col-
lective bargaining rights for public employees. He then 
turned his attention to civil rights cases where he became 
a distinguished civil rights and labor relations attorney.
 In taking on civil rights cases, he served as the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) as Legal Counsel as a pro bono (free) attorney. In 
his representation of civil rights cases and his overall con-
cern for the black community, he participated in demon-
strations and marches across the country. Most notably, 
he took part in the 1963 March for Jobs and Freedom in 
Washington, D.C. coordinated by the Martin Luther King, 
Jr.  In 1967, he lobbied for the passage of the 1967 U.S. 
Civil Rights Bill.
 Bradley assisted the Indiana State Bar Association 
Board of Managers in their cases and acted as an Inter-
im Judge in Lake County Superior Court. He co-founded 
the Fair Share Organization, which focused on the lack of 
economic opportunities for African-Americans. With his 
help, the organization was able through direct litigation 
to obtain managerial positions for African Americans in 
Indiana’s municipal and state governments.
 He was also the co-founder of the Indiana Coalition 
for Black Judicial Official. Through the Coalition, the 
statewide organization brought public awareness to the 

lack of appointments and elected officials in any positions 
related to government oversight. The Coalition’s efforts re-
sulted in the election of the first African American on the 
Indiana Court of Appeals, 5th District as well as the first 
Black on the Indiana Supreme Court. 
 In addition to the legal work performed on behalf of 
those he represented, Bradley was active in many local 
and national organizations where he lent his expertise 
and gave his time. He was active in his fraternity, Kappa 
Alpha Psi and a member of the Epsilon Nu Boule’ of Sig-
ma Pi Phi Fraternity. He was involved with the legal mat-
ters of the Collier County NAACP and the National Urban 
League. He was also a member of the Board of Directors 
of The Methodist Hospitals.
 Retiring from the field of law that he had dedicated 
his life to, Bradley retired and left Indiana for the sun-
shine of Naples, Florida. Although retired, he remained 
involved in several national and local legal affairs. For his 
life’s long dedication to the legal profession, Bradley has 
been given many honors. He was honored by Valparai-
so University when they bestowed their Andrew Schulze 
Award upon him. Indiana University presented him with 
an Honorary Doctor of Laws. He received the Methodist 
Hospital’s Gary Frontiers Drum Major Award, the U.S./In-
diana Sagamore of the Wabash Award, and the NAACP’s 
Mary White Ovington Award.
 Hilbert L. Bradley, Sr. died on October 13, 2013 at 
Naples Community Hospital in Naples, Florida. He was 
ninety-three years old.
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THOMAS “TOM”
BRADLEY

...was born on December 29, 
1917, in Calvert, Texas to Lee 
Thomas and Crenner Brad-
ley. The Bradley family roots 
stemmed from their sharecrop-
per ancestors from Robertson 
County, Texas. In the early 
1920’s, the family first moved 
to Arizona to pick cotton. In 
1924, the moved further west 

to the Temple-Alvarado area of Los Angeles, California. Thomas’ father 
became a Santa Fe Railroad porter and his mother served as a Crenner 
a maid.
 Bradley grew up in the inner city life of Los Angeles attending Rose-
mont Elementary School, Lafayette Junior High School and Polytechnic 
High School. At Polytechnic, he became the first black President of the 
Boys League. A gifted athletic in high school, he was the Captain of the 
track team and  made “All-City” playing tackle for the high school foot-
ball team. Scholastically, Bradley’s grades were above par. He became 
the first black to be inducted into the Ephebians National Honor Society.
 His athletic ability earned him a on a scholarship to attend UCLA, 
which allowed him to play in his hometown, in front of his friends and 
family.  In 1937, his collegiate career began. To support himself through 
school, he took on various jobs, including that of a photographer. He 
became one of the official photographers for comedian Jimmy Durante. 
A big deal for a college kid. It was at UCLA where joined Kappa Alpha 
Psi fraternity. 
 In 1940, Bradley left school before graduating to join the Los An-
geles Police Department. Taking advantage of the city’s push to hire 
more blacks in the department, he became one of the “just 400 blacks” 
amongst the 4,000 officers in the overall department when he was hired. 
He learned quickly that he had stepped into a police force and the white 
community at large that had little respect for blacks, police officer or 
not. Bradley once commented on his beginnings in the L.A. Police De-
partment, and the racism he faced on both sides of the badge. He re-
called how downtown L.A. department stores would refuse him credit 
and how restaurants would not serve him even though he was a police 
officer.
 When Bradley came into the department, black officers had a 
choice of  two assignments. Black officers either worked the predomi-
nantly black community of Newton Street Division or they worked traf-
fic downtown. A black officer definitely was not assigned to work with 
a white Officer. That practice continued for twenty-six years in the L.A. 
Police Department lasting until 1964. In fact, to buy their first house in 
Leimert Park, a virtually all-white section of the city’s Crenshaw district, 
he and his wife needed a white intermediary to make the transaction.
 While a police officer, Bradley attended Southwestern University 
Law School in L.A.. His entry into politics came when became the Pres-
ident of the United Club, a club with predominantly white and Jewish 
members. A part of the California Democratic Council, the United Club 
was organized in the 1950s by young Democrats. In June of 1961, Brad-
ley ran for the the L.A. City Councils’ 10th District seat. The City Coun-
cil, having the power, instead appointed Joe E. Hollingsworth to the seat.
 Four years later, he again faced Hollingsworth for the Council seat. 
This time, the election had a different result as Bradley won the seat. 
Sworn in as a Councilman on April 15, 1963, at the age of 45, he be-
came the first black man ever elected to the Council.

 In the early stages of his political career, Bradley found himself 
having  clashes with some of the African American leaders and a few 
Councilmen as well. His first vote as a Councilman was  made contro-
versial due to his opposition to a proposed study ordered by the Coun-
cil. The “Dictionary of American Slang” study became controversial, as 
one Councilman stated because it was, “saturated not only with phrases 
of sexual filth, but wordage defamatory of minority ethnic groups and 
definitions insulting religions and races.” Bradley used his power as a 
Councilman to bring groups together try and solve their problems. He 
did not participate personally in public demonstrations, instead, he used 
his time and energy establishing a human relations commission for the 
city.
 In 1969, Bradley made a run for Mayor of Los Angeles. He chal-
lenged incumbent Mayor Sam Yorty. Throughout the primary campaign, 
having the endorsements of the Los Angeles Times, Abigail Folger, heir-
ess to the Folger Coffee empire, and Congressman Alphonzo Bell, Brad-
ley held a substantial lead over Yorty. To the dismay of many, Yorty came 
from behind to win re-election as Mayor. For some unknown reason, 
Bradley did not use his record as a police officer as a sign of strength in 
the election. Four years later, in 1973, Bradley would unseat Yorty and 
become Mayor of L.A..
 Bradley was elected the 38th Mayor of Los Angeles Mayor of L.A., 
serving from 1973 to 1993. He made history by becoming the first Afri-
can American Mayor of a major U.S. city with an overwhelmingly white 
majority. During his tenure, the city of Los Angeles saw the end of con-
troversial Police Chief Edward M. Davis, the rise of his successor Daryl 
Gates. Bradley and Gates relationship was both contentious and cordial, 
if one were to say.
 As Mayor, Bradley believed that business prosperity was the answer 
for the city’s growth and would generate jobs. Bradley’s signed the city’s 
first homosexual rights bill and its’ first anti-AIDS-discrimination bill. 
He oversaw the city’s Bicentennial Celebrations and hosted the 1984 
Summer Olympic Games. He welcomed  Pope John Paul II on his visit 
to L.A. in 1987.  His financial successes for the city include the develop-
ment of satellite business hubs, the construction of Los Angeles’ light rail 
network, and pushed for expansion of Los Angeles International Airport. 
The Tom Bradley International Terminal is named in his honor.
 Bradley did have his fair share of historic events and situations to 
occur as Mayor. During his term, L.A. witnessed increased homeless-
ness; the crack cocaine epidemic and its’ related gang violence; the 
Rodney King videotaped incident and subsequent riots; and the forming 
of the Christopher Commission, created to study the L.A. Police’s use of 
excessive force against the public.
 By his fourth term, the city of L.A. and its’ infrastructure were col-
lapsing. Traffic congestion was at its’ worse, air pollution was choking 
and the condition of Santa Monica Bay was worsening. Residential 
neighborhoods were being threatened by commercial development and 
people were unhappy with the conditions. Although re-elected to a fifth 
Term in 1989, the tide began to turn for Bradley.
 When he was reluctance to condemn Louis Farrakhan, the Black 
Muslim minister, who many thought was anti-Semitic and choice to sup-
port a controversial oil drilling project near the Pacific Palisades, the 
voters of L.A. had had enough of Mayor Bradley. Bradley’s era drew to a 
close. Upon leaving the office of Mayor in 1993, Bradley began his prac-
tice as a lawyer joining the law offices of Brobeck, Phleger & Harrison,  
a  firm specializing in international trade issues.
 While driving his car in March of 1996, Bradley was stricken with 
a heart attack and received a triple bypass operation. He later suffered a 
stroke and died on September 29, 1998 at the age of eighty. He is buried 
in Inglewood Park Cemetery, honored as a Prince Hall Freemason.
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PAUL
L.
BRADY 

…was born in 1927 in 
Flint, Michigan. Receiv-
ing his early education 
in Flint’s public schools, 
Brady attended the Uni-
versity of Michigan in 
Ann Arbor and the Uni-
versity of Kansas in Law-

rence to receive his undergraduate degree. He received 
his law degree from Washburn University located in To-
peka, Kansas. He would later study law at the George-
town Law Center and the Center for Administrative Justice 
at George Washington University, both located in Wash-
ington, D.C..
 Although Brady had an interest in having a profes-
sional career in Psychology, his awareness of law and his 
ultimate decision to pursue his law degree came from a 
personal family experience. Like many city and state edu-
cational systems in the United States at the time, the city 
of Topeka, Kansas also had segregated schools. Brady’s 
aunt, Mrs. Lucinda Todd, wanting to provide a music ed-
ucation for her daughter, courses that were not offered in 
the city’s black schools, initiated a suit against the city’s 
Board of Education in an attempt to enroll her daugh-
ter in a school that could provide the music classes that 
she wanted. Brady’s aunt’s case turned into the legendary 
case, “Brown v. The Board of Education of Topeka” that 
ultimately changed the educational landscape of public 
schools in Kansas. Witnessing the many visitors that met 
and developed the case at his Aunt’s home, Brady aban-
doned his Psychology desires and turned his attention to 
a law.
 Being involved in the landmark “Brown v. The Board 
of Education of Topeka”, Brady took that learned expe-
rience to heart and turned it into a career that focused 
on civil rights issues, as he became an avid advocate to-
ward those causes. Before beginning to practice law, he 
fulfilled his military duties by serving in the U.S. Navy. 
After completing his service, Brady relocated to Chicago, 
Illinois where he began his private practice in law. For 
the next eleven years, he would handle a variety of cases 
involving civil rights and general law.
 In 1968, Brady was appointed as a Supervising Trial 
Attorney in Washington, D.C. for the U.S. Federal Power 
Commission. In accepting the position, he became the 

first African-American attorney ever employed by the 
Commission. He would serve the Commission for the 
next thirty-one years. For his exemplary service and work-
load, Brady was given the Commission’s highest award for 
outstanding performance. He received nationwide recog-
nition when he helped to organize government lawyers in 
providing legal services in the Washington, D.C. Volun-
teer Neighborhood Legal Services Program. 
 In 1972, Brady was appointed as a Federal Admin-
istrative Law Judge, specifically an Occupational Safety 
and Health Review Commission Judge. With that appoint-
ment Brady achieved another first, that of becoming the 
first African American to be named to that post. He would 
serve in this capacity for the next twenty-five years until 
his retirement in 1997. Brady also served as a Hearing 
Examiner for the Social Security Administration and as a 
trial attorney for the Federal Power Commission. He later 
became the first Judge of the agency’s Atlanta Regional 
Office. 
 Aside from his legal profession, Brady took to writing 
and publishing. As an author, he published a book, “A 
Certain Blindness”, which chronicled his family’s ances-
tors’ and their history all the way to their arrival in the 
United States. Included in the book, is the story of one of 
his most famous uncles, Bass Reeves. In 1875, Reeves, a 
former slave and outlaw turned good, was appointed as a 
U.S. Deputy Marshall. As Brady had on several occasions, 
Reeves became a first. He was the first Africa-American 
Federal officer to serve west of the Mississippi River, 
based in Indian Territory, now Oklahoma. It is said that 
the legendary television show, “The Lone Ranger” was 
actually the depiction of Reeves as he was the only black 
Ranger at the time. In a ceremony to honor Bass Reeves, 
Judge Brady accepted, posthumously, and attended the 
induction of Bass Reeves into the Great Westerners Hall 
of the Cowboy Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City.
 For his efforts, Brady, during his legal career has 
been honored by many associations and organizations. 
In 1991, his alma mater, Flint Central High School, in-
ducted him into the schools Alumni Hall of Fame. His law 
school alma mater, Washburn Law School, honored him 
by inviting him as their Commencement Day speaker. In 
Atlanta, the U.S. Federal Power Commission designated 
their Regional Office’s library and conference room in his 
honor, “The Brady Conference Room”.
 Brady is lifetime member of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People.
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LEO
A.
BRANTON, JR. 

...was born on February 
17, 1922 in Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas to Pauline and 
Leo, Sr. and was the old-
est of five children. His 
father owned a taxi com-
pany while his mother 
was a school teacher. 

Having a school teaching mother, education played a big 
part in the Branton family upbringing. All five children at-
tended college including his brother Wiley, who also be-
came a lawyer, later representing the nine black students 
who integrated Little Rock’s Central High School in Arkan-
sas in 1957.
 Leo attended Tennessee State University earn-
ing a Bachelor’s degree in 1942 before spending three 
years in the Army during World War II. He served 
and saw combat in Italy. After completing his mil-
itary duties, Branton enrolled in the Northwestern 
University’s School of Law in suburban Chicago, Illi-
nois earning his law degree in 1949. He then moved 
to California.
 Arriving in Los Angeles, he opened  a private prac-
tice and began taking on cases against the Los Angeles 
Police Department (LAPD) and their known police bru-
tality, injustices, and malfeasance. It has been said that 
Branton filed more cases against the LAPD than the rest of 
the black bar combined. True or not, he took on cases to 
protect the community at large against the policing of L.A.
 In 1952, he joined a national headline generating 
case with civil liberties lawyer Ben Margolis against four-
teen Communist Party members that were accused of 
conspiring to advocate the overthrow of the U.S. govern-
ment. Convicted by a L.A. Court in 1952, five years later, 
Branton and his fellow attorneys won a reversal of those 
convictions. It took the U.S. Supreme Court to draw a dis-
tinction between “advocating an abstract principle and 
actually trying to carry out the idea”. This began a long 
career for Branton trying high profile cases.
 Branton joined Charles Garry, another civil rights law-
yer in a successful attempt to save the life of Robert Wes-
ley Wells, a black man that had been sentenced to death 
for an assault on a prison guard while serving a life term 
on another charge. The case became a cry out for “polit-
ical progressives” and a cause célèbre, attracking a great 

deal of public attention around the United States. Wells, 
in 1954, was granted clemency by then Gov. Goodwin J. 
Knight and freed.
 Branton began to turn his attention to practicing en-
tertainment law. One of his first celebrity clients was the 
famous entertainer Nate King Cole. In the late 1940s, Cole 
purchased a stately home in Hancock Park, a historic and 
affluent residential neighborhood in the central section of 
Los Angeles. Angered, his white neighbors wanted him 
out, that is, until Branton took on the case.
 He also represented for two decades the late, great 
guitar player Jimi Hendrix’s estate after his death in 1970 
from an overdosing of barbiturates. Unfortunately, in 
1993, Hendrix’s father, Al Hendrix, sued Branton and his 
team to regain control of his famous son’s music and im-
age that had been signed away under the original contract 
negotiated by Branton in 1974. In 1995, the lawsuit was 
settled out of court.
 Branton continued his entertainment law practice, 
representing several entertainers in their dealings with the 
entertainment industry. One of his most celebrated cas-
es was that of of Angela Davis, a civil rights activist and 
a leader of the Communist Party USA who had aligned 
themselves with the Black Panther Party, another civil 
rights and black community counterculture organization. 
Thanks to Branton and his team, she was acquitted.
 Branton married Geraldine Pate Nicholas in 1955 
and had three children. Pate was a close friend with Dor-
othy Dandridge, the first African American actress nom-
inated for an Academy Award. Through Dandridge and 
Pate, Branton’s client list grew substantially. He took on 
clients such as famed comedian Richard Pryor, jazz mus-
cian Miles Davis, and the Platters, a famous soul singing 
music group. 
 While working on civil rights cases in the 1960s, 
Branton developed a close relationship with Rosa Parks. 
Parks sparked the civil rights movement of the 60s with her 
refusal to sit at the back of a bus in Montgomery, Alabama. 
Then the Deep South had segregated facilities including 
public transportation. For over ten years, Parks would go 
to Los Angeles to escape the cold Detroit winters, staying 
in the Branton home.
 After the assassinations of the Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy in 1968,  the civil rights move-
ment began to get bogged down. Branton stopped his law 
practice and moved his family to Mexico.  The NAACP, in 
2011, honored Branton, awarding him the William Robert 
Ming Advocacy Award for his personal, financial and legal 
work done on behalf of others. Branton died in Los Ange-
les on April 19, 2013 at the age of ninety-one.
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WILEY

AUSTIN

BRANTON, SR. 

...was born on December 
13, 1923 in Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas to Pauline Wiley 
and Leo Andrew Branton. 
The second of two chil-
dren, Branton’s mother was 
a school teacher and his 
father and paternal grand-
father owned and operated 
a taxicab business. He and 

his three brothers and a sister, having a school teaching mother, 
were well educated at a young age.
 Branton attended the segregated elementary, junior high and 
high schools of Pine Bluff before enrolling into the local Afri-
can-American college, Arkansas Agricultural, Mechanical and 
Normal (now the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff). He gradu-
ated in 1942. A year after graduation, he was drafted into the U.S. 
Army and served during World War II. While serving, through his 
war time experience, he saw first hand the horrors and madness 
of racism and prejudice. Upon returning from military service, he 
became active in civil rights activities while helping to operate 
the family taxi business. In In January of 1948, he married Lucille 
Elnora McKee and together, they had six children.
 Returning from the military, Branton joined Pine Bluff’s 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) branch.  After initiating an NAACP voter registration 
campaign in Pine Bluff, he was arrested and charged with violat-
ing Arkansas election laws by teaching blacks how to mark and fill 
out election ballots.  Convicted and fined $300, the  local black 
community paid the fine to show its support for his activities. 
 Branton became involved in integrating the University of Ar-
kansas School of Law. The university, as did most of the Southern 
colleges and universities, refused to admit African Americans. 
The U.S. Supreme Court had required that state-supported gradu-
ate schools admit black students but the Arkansas school refused. 
Then Arkansas Governor Ben Laney held a statewide conference 
to promote creating a graduate school for black students. 
 By this time, Branton was a member of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) Arkan-
sas State Conference of Branches. Branton became furious and 
declared his intention to register in the undergraduate school at 
the university. He also persuaded his friend, Silas H. Hunt, to 
register for the university’s School of Law. 
 Accompanied by Pine Bluff attorney Harold Flowers and 
photographer Geleve Grice, they traveled to Fayetteville to reg-
ister. Hunt was accepted but Branton was refused admission. He 
finally was admitted to the School of Law in January of 1950. 
He was the fifth black student admitted to the school and the 

third to graduate. After graduating in 1953 and passing the bar, 
Branton opened a law office in Pine Bluff.
 Three years later, after the U.S. Supreme Court’s Brown v. 
Board of Education decision Little Rock had not integrated the 
public schools so Branton filed suit against the School Board. 
His lawsuit triggered the desegregation of Little Rock’s Central 
High School. The case was heard by the U.S. Supreme Court as 
Cooper v. Aaron in 1958. 
 Branton had help from Thurgood Marshall, the Direc-
tor-Counsel of the NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund.
Marshall presented the arguments to the Supreme Court. Win-
ning the case, the school board was ordered to desegregate. 
The case made Branton nationally Known. He was subsequently 
appointed as Executive Director of the Voter Education Project 
in 1962 by President Kennedy’s administration.
 Between 1962 and 1965, Branton worked with every major 
African-American civil rights organizations to register black vo-
ers. Despite major resistance from the white population, almost 
700,000 new black voters registered in eleven Southern states. 
From that successful campaign, Vice President Hubert H. Hum-
phrey appointed Branton to become Executive Director of the 
President’s Council on Equal Opportunity. Branton then helped 
Implement the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
 In 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson abolished the program. 
Humphrey asked Branton to take a position at the Department of 
Justice as his personal representative and to continue working 
to implement the Civil Rights Act and the Voting Rights Act of 
1965. Two years later, Branton was named Executive Director of 
the United Planning Organization (UPO), which provided social 
services programs to Washington, D.C. under grants through the 
Equal Opportunity Act of 1964. He also became Director of So-
cial Action for the AFL-CIO’s Alliance for Labor Action. 
 At the Justice Department, following the assassination of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in 1968 and the ensuing riots, Branton 
helped Washington D.C. recover and rebuild. He then moved to 
the Alliance for Labor Action, where he helped Walter Reuther, 
President of the United Auto Workers Union, create social ser-
vice programs. In 1971, after Reuther’s death, Branton left the 
Alliance for Labor Action and returned to private practice.
 He, and others founded the law firm Dolphin, Branton, 
Stafford and Webber in Washington, D,C.. He also continued 
his active involvement in his member social organizations With 
The most prominent ones being the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, Inc.; the NAACP; the National Bar Associa-
tion; the Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity; and the Masonic Lodge of the 
Freemasons.
 In December of 1977, Branton  became the Dean of How-
ard University School of Law in Washington, D.C.. He remained 
Dean for five years, leaving in September 1983 joining the law 
firm of Sidley and Austin out of Chicago, working in its Wash-
ington, D.C. offices. On December 15, 1988, two days after 
his sixty-fifth birthday, Wiley Austin Branton, Sr. died of a heart 
attack.
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YVONNE
BRAITHWAITE
BURKE

…was born Perle Yvonne 
Watson on October 5, 
1932 in Los Angeles, Cal-
ifornia to former Lola 
Moore and James A. Wat-
son. She began a collegiate 
career at the University of 
California, Berkeley where 
she attended for two years 

before transferring to the University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA ), where she received her Bachelor’s Degree in Political 
Science in 1953. She received her law degree from the Univer-
sity of Southern California (USC) Law School in 1956 graduating 
in the top third of her class. While at USC, Burke and two other 
Jewish students had been refused membership into the campus 
Women’s Law Society so they began their own rival organiza-
tion. During college she joined the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority. 
 Burke entered the field of law as a public interest defender. 
Her first legal cases centered on wage garnishments and chil-
dren and juvenile issues. After the 1965 Los Angeles Watts riot 
sparked by the infamous Rodney King verdict, a verdict that 
cleared both the Los Angeles Police Department and the police 
officers involved in the filmed beating of King, Burke assisted 
in organization legal defenses for those charged with rioting. 
Her efforts were recognized by then Governor Pat Brown who 
ordered an investigation into the rioting and named Burke to the 
McCone Commission, which was charged with determining the 
cause of the riot and to recommend procedures to prevent future 
rioting related to the cause.
 Burke entered the political arena in 1966 when she ran for 
the California State Assembly. Victorious in her bid, became 
the first African American to be elected to the Assembly. She 
was re-elected two more times to represent the 63rd District of 
California. In 1972, Burke was selected as Vice-Chairperson of 
the Democratic National Convention, the first African American 
Vice-Chair in the Convention’s history. That year she married 
William Burke, the creator of the Los Angeles Marathon and a 
prominent philanthropist.
 In 1973, she ran for the U.S. Congress and became the first 
African American woman to represent the west coast. Serving 
in Congress until 1979, Burke served on the House Select Com-
mittee on Assassinations as well as the House Committee on 
Appropriations. While on the Appropriations Committee, she 
fought desegregation mandates and sought increased funding to 
aid local jurisdictions. Burke also served as the first woman to 
lead the Congressional Black Caucus, a organization comprised 
of African Americans that served in Congress.
 During her time on Capital Hill as a Congresswoman, Burke 
gave birth to her daughter Autumn, becoming the first sitting 

Congresswoman to do so while in office. The sitting Speaker 
of the U.S. House of Representatives granted Burke maternity 
leave giving her the status of being the first Congresswoman to 
be given such a privilege. She did not seek re-election instead 
choosing to return to California.
 Returning to her home state, Burke ran for Attorney General 
of California. She defeated Los Angeles City Attorney Burt Pines 
for the Democratic nomination but lost in the general election to 
Republican State Senator George Deukmejian. She was subse-
quently appointed by then Governor Jerry Brown to the Univer-
sity of California’s Board of Regents. She resigned after one year 
when the Governor called on her to fill a vacancy on the Los An-
geles County Board of Supervisors. This appointment gave Burke 
another one of her many first, the first female and first African 
American Supervisor of the County Board.
 In 1980, in the next general election, Burke lost her seat 
on the County Board of Supervisors, as her district comprised of 
mostly affluent and conservative white voters. She was defeated 
in her election bid. Governor Brown then appointed her again 
to the Board of Regents.
 During the next two decades, Burke would achieve many 
milestones and would serve in many capacities. She served as 
Chair of the Los Angeles Federal Reserve Bank, Vice-Chair of the 
U.S. Olympic Organizing Committee, and Chair of the Board of 
Directors for the Metropolitan Transportation Authority. She has 
also served the Alameda Corridor Transportation Authority, the 
Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO), the Los Angeles 
Coliseum Commission, and served as a Fellow to the National 
Academy of Public Administration. She also was a board mem-
ber of the Nestle Company, a Swiss international food and drink 
company with headquarters based in Vevey, Vaud, Switzerland 
and having operations in the United States.
 In 1992 representing California’s 2nd District, Burke was 
elected to the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, another 
first as she was the first African American to serve in that posi-
tion. She would serve in the role for sixteen years. During her 
tenure, she served as the Chair three times until her retirement in 
2008. Although she was entering retirement, in 2012, then Pres-
ident Barack Obama nominated Burke to serve on the Amtrak 
Board of Directors.
 During that time, Burke founded the Second District’s Edu-
cation and Policy Foundation formed to create programs aimed 
at youth development. She worked feverously on behalf of chil-
dren as they related to foster care and protection while using 
public transportation. Because Burke had run for her last elected 
position unopposed, the donated her campaign finances to the 
Foundation, which provided $180,000 in scholarships to stu-
dents in her District.
 Burke has received countless accolades, honorariums, and 
awards during her long and tireless professional career. She has 
been named “Woman of the Year” by the Los Angeles Times, as 
well as “One of America’s 200 Future Leaders by Time Maga-
zine. She was also named Alumni of the year by UCLA.
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HARPER
BREWER, JR.

…was born on Decem-
ber 22, 1937 in Mem-
phis, Tennessee to Daisy 
and Harper Brewer. He 
graduated from Melrose 
High School before at-
tending Fisk University 
in Nashville, Tennessee. 

He received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Chemistry in 
1958. In 1964, he received a Master of Arts degree in 
Science Education from Fisk. For his law degree, Brewer 
attended night school at the UMCA Law School in Nash-
ville. 
 After obtaining his law degree, Brewer returned to 
Memphis and took a teaching job at Lester High School. 
He also taught at Southwest in the High School Scholars 
Program. He then took a job as a Resource Specialist for 
the Memphis City Public Schools.
 In 1972, Brewer became a member of the Tennessee 
House of Representatives serving Tennessee’s District 98, 
which included North Memphis. He would remain in the 
House for fourteen years. While serving in the House, 
Brewer served as Assistant Majority Leader and Whip of 
the Democratic caucus. He was also elected as the Speak-
er Pro Tempore in 1978. He was the first African American 
to serve as Speaker in the Tennessee House and would 
hold the position for six years.
 In 1974, Brewer organized the first Legislative Retreat 
of the Tennessee Black Caucus of State Legislators. As a 
state legislator, he supported bills that assisted the elder-
ly and helped to fund the Memphis Civil Rights Museum 
housed in the Lorraine Motel where Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. was assassinated. Brewer also fought to increase 
the Memphis public schoolteachers salaries.
 In 1986, Ulysses Jones, Jr. defeated Brewer in his 
re-election bid for his seat in the state legislature. Leaving 
the House, Brewer went into private business and found-
ed Brewers Delivery Service in Memphis. He also taught 
Mathematics and Science classes at local Snowden Mid-
dle School.
 Brewer then worked as a real estate broker at Comfort 
Realty Company. He became a member of the National 
Association of Real Estate Brokers. He became a mem-
ber of the Klondyke Civic Club and the National Business 
League. He also was a member of the Vollentine-Ever-

green Community Association. He became a 32nd De-
gree Mason and a Shriner.
 For the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People, he served on its’ NAACP Freedom Fund 
Dinner Committee. For the Memphis Jobs Conference, he 
served as a Board member. Former President Jimmy Carter 
appointed Brewer to the National Highway Safety Adviso-
ry Committee.
 Brewer was a member of the Urban Policy Institute, 
the National Business League, and the Prince Hall Free-
masons. He served as a member of the Memphis Board 
of Education where he served as an Administrative Assis-
tant. He also served as the President of the Memphis Area 
Teachers Credit Union.
 Harper Brewer Jr. died on April 11, 1990. He was fifty-
two years old. 
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EARL
C.
BROADY, SR. 

...was born on December 
24, 1903. A native of Los 
Angeles, California,   by 
the time he reaced thir-
teen years of age, Broady 
got his first job as a jan-
itor. He graduated from 
Jefferson High School 

where he was a skilled pianist. By graduation time, he had 
organized his own dance orchestra. For the next six years, 
he would work and study doing the day and play with his 
orchestra at night to earn money.
 By 1927, at the age of twenty-four, Broady decided to 
make a career change and joined the Los Angeles Police 
Department. In making that change, he began his career 
in criminal law. As a police officer,  he would rise through 
the ranks to become one of the first African Americans to 
become a Lieutenant and Watch Commander on the force. 
While working as a police officer, Broady took collegiate 
classes at night at the nearby University of Southern Cali-
fornia. He completed his law degree from the Los Angeles 
College of Law.
 After working for the Los Angeles Police Department for 
seventeen years, in 1945 after passing the California State 
Bar exam, Broady left the police department to pursue full 
time his law practice. Over the next years, he built a suc-
cessful practice in representing blacks accused of murder. 
After nineteen years in private practice, Broady returned to 
municipal work when he accepted the position as the Chief 
Deputy District Attorney for Los Angeles County. He later 
became the President of the Criminal Courts Bar Association 
of Los Angeles. 
 In June of 1965, Broady was appointed to the Los Ange-
les Superior Court by then Gov. Edmund G. Brown Sr. as a 
Judge. In his most infamous case, he presided over the trial 
of Vaughn Greenwood, better known as the Skid Row Slash-
er. Greenwood had been charged with nine  throat-slashing 
murders of down-and-out downtown Los Angeles transients 
between Dec. 1, 1974, and Jan. 29, 1975. Evidence showed 
that Greenwood had drank his victims blood in a Satanist 
ritual and had cut his victims throats from ear to ear. After 
Greenwood was found guilty of the murders, Greenwood 
sentenced him to life in prison at the California Men’s Colo-
ny at San Luis Obispo.

 Also in 1965, he was selected to serve on the McCone 
Commission, which was established to study the causes of 
the Los Angeles riots that broke out over the beating of Rod-
ney King by the Los Angeles police. Along with serving the 
Commission to understand the impacts of the riot, Broady 
also represented other California rioters that had charges 
brought up against them. In one case, he represented four-
teen Muslim defendants accused of rioting at a Los Angeles 
mosque. A very religious man himself, Broady looked at the 
case the same way he would look at any case, whether they 
were Protestants, Catholics, Buddhist or had no religion at 
all. He looked at the merits of the case. 
 Broady retired from the bench in 1978 and returned to 
private practice. He continued to represent clients in their 
various legal needs including more of those accused of mur-
der. Later in his legal career, Broady’s license to practice was 
suspended after he admitted that he had committed an act of 
moral turpitude when he used his client trust account mon-
eys to pay personal and business expenses. He also admitted 
placing personal funds in his accounts trust account in order 
to hide those monies from his estranged wife, another act 
of moral turpitude. His two year suspension was stayed and 
he was placed on two years probation and order to take The 
Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination within 
one year.
 In 2008, Broady again found himself in trouble when he 
was again given a two-year suspension. The order was again 
stayed, however, this time, he was placed on a one-year sus-
pension. This infraction stemmed from him not refunding 
a client’s retainer from a case thought to be criminal but 
was referred to the City Attorney’s office as a misdemeanor 
whereby charges were never filed. Broady completed the re-
quirements by the California Bar and his law practice privi-
leges were reinstated the following year.
 Despite the blemishes on his legal record, Broady con-
tinued to work on behalf of his clients and their needs. His 
practice continued to grow and be successful. So much so, 
that as a well recognized philanthropist, before his death, 
he donated $1 million to Howard University in Washington, 
D.C. to further the education of African American students. 
 In the end, Earl C. Broady, Sr. rose from a janitor to be-
come one of the first African Americans to rise to the second 
highest position in the Los Angeles Police Department. He 
was also the first African American  to come from the police 
department to become a member of the Los Angeles Superi-
or Court.
 Earl C. Broady, Sr., died on June 6, 1992 at his Beverly 
Hills, California home of cancer. He was eighty-seven years 
old.
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E DWARD 
WILLIAM
BROOKE, III

...was born on October 26, 
1919, in Washington, D.C. 
to Helen (Seldon) Brooke 
and Edward William Brooke, 
Jr.. The second of three chil-
dren, Brooke was raised in 
a middle-class communi-
ty of the city and attended 
Dunbar High School, one of 
Washington’s most presti-
gious academic high schools 
for African Americans. After 

graduating from Dunbar, he choose Howard University in Washington 
to begin his collegiate studies. First considering medicine, he earned 
his degree ing 1941 in Social Studies and Political Science. After grad-
uation, he enlisted in the United States Army.
 Commissioned as an officer, Brooke served for five years and saw 
combat in Italy during World War II as a member of the segregated 
366th Infantry Regiment. He was awarded a Bronze Star Medal for his 
service. Stationed in Italy, he met his future wife, Remigia Ferrari-Sca-
cco. The married and  with whom he had two daughters, Remi and 
Edwina. 
 After completing his military duties, Brooke enrolled into the 
Boston University School of Law in Boston, Massachusetts. During his 
military service and his new family, much changed for Brooke. Admit-
tedly, his study habits at Howard were not that great, however, once at 
Boston University, he placed more emphasis on his school work. He 
graduated in 1948.
 Although Brooke had voted in an election prior to turning thirty 
years old, a few of his friends persuaded him to enter politics. Two 
years later, in 1950, he ran for a seat in the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives. He won the Republican nomination, but lost in the 
general election. He tried twice more to run for office, including one 
for Massachusetts Secretary of State, but lost both races, however, Re-
publican leaders took notice of Brooke’s potential.
 Rewarding Brooke for his efforts, then Governor John Volpe of-
fered him a selection of judicial jobs. He accepted the position of 
Chairman of the Finance Commission of Boston. There, he investigat-
ed financial irregularities and corruption in city affairs. Having “the 
tenacity of a terrier”, he achieved his tasks and entered the 1962 elec-
tion, seeking the Attorney General of Massachusetts position. Winning 
the election, he became the first elected African-American Attorney 
General of any state.During his tenure, he was a aggressive prosecutor 
of organized crime and corruption and secured convictions against 
members of “underworld gangs”. He engaged with local police de-
partments on the infamous Boston strangler case.
 In 1966, Brooke  ran for United States Senator and served for two 
terms, from January 3, 1967, to January 3, 1979. At the time of his 
election, less than 3% of the state’s population was black and had no 
measurable bearing on his successful bid. Brooke took the Senate seat 
indicating that he did not intend to be a national leader of the Negro 
people. In the Senate, he organized the Senate’s “Wednesday Club” 
of progressive Republicans who met on Wednesday’s for lunch and 
strategy discussions. 
 In his second year in the Senate, Brooke became a leading advo-
cate against discrimination in housing and on lobbied for affordable 

housing for the poor. He co-authored with Walter Mondale, a Minne-
sota Democrat and fellow member of the Senate Banking Committee, 
the 1968 Fair Housing Act, which prohibits discrimination in housing. 
The Act also created the United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development’s Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity 
as the prime enforcer of the law on April 11, 1968, signed by Pres-
ident Johnson. Dissatisfied with weak enforcement provisions in the 
bill, Brooke proposed stronger provisions and Congress enacted the 
“Brooke Amendment” to the federal publicly assisted housing pro-
gram which limits the tenants’ out-of-pocket rent expenditures to 
twenty-five percent of their earned income.
 During his time in the Senate, Brooke opposed the closing down 
of the Job Corps and the Office of Economic Opportunity. Having be-
come the ranking Republican on the Senate Banking Committee and 
on two powerful Appropriations Subcommittees; Labor, Health and 
Human Services (HHS) and Foreign Operations, he was the first Re-
publican to call on President Nixon to resign after the Watergate Scan-
dal. Using his power, Brooke defended and strengthened the programs 
he lobbied for. He helped carry the Equal Credit Act, which ensured 
married women the right to establish credit in their own names.
 Brooke took on issues such as the expansion of the Voting Rights 
Act and legalized abortion. Because of his stance on abortion, he lost 
support among Catholics with many of the state’s bishops speaking in 
opposition to his reelection. At the same time, he was going through 
a divorce and due to the finances discussed in the divorce, John Kerry, 
then a prosecutor in Middlesex County, began an investigation into 
Brooke’s Senate financial disclosure statements. It was determined 
that Brooke had indeed made false statements about his finances 
during the divorce, however, they were not material enough to have 
affected the outcome of his election to the Senate. He was not charged 
with any crimes, but the negative publicity caused enough damage 
that he was not reelected in the next election.
 Leaving the Senate, Brooke practiced law with the law firms of 
O’Connor & Hannan, in Washington, D.C. and Csaplar & Bok in Bos-
ton. He served as Chairman of the Board of the National Low Income 
Housing Coalition. In 1984, he became Chairman of the Boston Bank 
of Commerce, and a year later he was named to the Board of Direc-
tors of Grumman, now Northrop Grumman. In 1996, he became the 
first Chairman of the World Policy Council, a think tank of the Alpha 
Phi Alpha fraternity. In 2006, he served as the Council’s Chairman 
Emeritus and was Honorary Chairman at the Centennial Convention 
of Alpha Phi Alpha held in Washington, D.C.
 Brooke has been honored with many awards including the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, the Jeremy Nicholson Negro Achievement 
Award, and the Boston courthouse was dedicated in his honor. The 
Massachusetts Republican Party also created the “Edward Brooke 
Award” in his honor. The Edward W. Brooke Courthouse is part of the 
Massachusetts Trial Court system, and houses the Central Division of 
the Boston Municipal Court, Boston Juvenile Court, Family Court, and 
Boston Housing Court, among other courts. In 2002, scholar Mole-
fi Kete Asante placed Brooke on his list of the 100 Greatest African 
Americans. Also that year, the first of Boston’s Brooke Charter Schools 
was founded. Brooke was presented with the Congressional Gold 
Medal two days after his ninetieth birthday on October 28, 2009. 
 After being diagnosed with breast cancer in 2002, Brooke took a 
national role in raising awareness of the disease among men. For the 
next thirteen years, he continued his spoke on the issues before he 
died at his home in Coral Gables, Florida, at the age of ninety-five on 
January 3, 2015. His last honor was that of being buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery. His papers are stored at Boston University’s How-
ard Gotlieb Archival Research Center.
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CORNELL 
WILLIAM
BROOKS

...was born in El Paso, 
Texas, in 1961. Be-
fore he began junior 
high school, his family 
moved to Georgetown, 
South Carolina where 
he attended high school 

graduating from Winyah High School. He matriculated 
to Jackson State University in Jackson, Mississippi to ma-
jor in Political Science. He graduated in 1983 earning a 
Bachelor’s degree.
  After graduation, Brooks was awarded the Ox-
nam-Leibman Fellowship from Boston University. He 
then enrolled into the university’s School of Theology in 
Boston, Massachusetts. In 1987, he received his Master of 
Divinity degree.
 Brooks moved on to Yale University in New Haven, 
Connecticut and earned a J.D. degree from their Law 
School in 1990. After he received his degree, he accept-
ed a position as a judicial clerk with Chief Judge Sam J. 
Irvin III, on the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit. Two years later, he became Executive Di-
rector of the Fair Housing Council of Greater Washing-
ton, D.C. One of his tasks as Executive Director was the 
supervision of a regional program of fair housing testing 
and public education in the District of Columbia and sur-
rounding suburbs. 
 In 1993, Brooks joined the United States Department 
of Justice.  There, he secured a major settlement for vic-
tims of housing discrimination. He also filed the first Fed-
eral lawsuit for discriminatory housing practices against a 
nursing home. Six years later, he became Senior Counsel 
to the United States Federal Communication Commission 
(FCC). At the FCC, he worked on legal matters surround-
ing small business and media ownership. He also over-
saw the operations of the FCC’s Office of Communication 
Business Opportunities. 
 In 2007, Brooks assumed the Presidency and Chief 
Executive Officer position for the New Jersey Institute for 
Social Justice. Criminal justice reform became his focus. 
He urged the Institutes’ employers to remove job applica-
tion questions concerning criminal convictions. The “Ban 
the Box” statute implemented gave ex-offenders a better 
chance to gain well needed employment. He managed 
the Institutes’ juvenile justice initiatives resulting in the 

first Community Court in New Jersey. The Institute’s Equal 
Justice/Legal Initiative reduced the state’s overall juvenile 
detention rates to record lows. 
 Brooks helped released prisoners to re-enroll in Med-
icaid and gave parents with children who had been con-
victed of drug offenses the opportunity to receive food 
stamps. He was pivotal in making newly released pris-
oners’ lives more productive and  giving them opportu-
nities to become responsible citizens. Brooks’ leadership 
at the Institute developed training programs that provided 
workforce education to over 700 low-income residents 
that were “hard-to-hire” based on their criminal pasts.
 The Institutes’ training programs were linked to busi-
nesses with a high demand for employees giving those 
with a blemish on their records the opportunity to be 
placed in those job openings. The programs’ initiatives 
resulted in more than 500 graduates receiving not only 
jobs but higher wage paying jobs. Brooks also introduced 
“Social Covenant Bonds”. The concept was introduced to 
give reduced interest rates to capital construction bonds, 
urban colleges and universities, in exchange for a social 
element to be added to the hiring practices in the city’s 
urban development. 
 In 2010, Brooks was selected to serve on New Jersey 
Governor Chris Christie’s Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Corrections transition team.  He also became the 
Second Vice-Chair of the East Orange General Hospital 
Board of Trustees. In addition, he became the Vice-Chair of 
the New Jersey Public Broadcasting Authority and served 
on the National Governing Board of Common Cause.
 After serving in New Jersey for three years, the Board of 
Directors of the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP), the nation’s oldest and largest 
civil rights organization, on May 16, 2014, elected Brooks 
as President of the organization. Accepting the position, he 
became the 18th Chief Executive of the Association.
 Throughout his service career, Brooks as attorney, as 
an activist, as a congressional candidate, and as a pastor, 
has given many speeches to the public and  congrega-
tions of many faiths. He has spoken before the United 
Nations Sub-Committee on Discrimination, labor unions, 
state and national bar associations, civil rights groups, 
business organizations, high schools, colleges, and uni-
versities throughout the U.S. and Europe.  He has written 
contemporary politics, ethics, and faith articles for sever-
al newspapers as a columnist. 
 Brooks is married to Janice Broome Brooks. They have 
two sons, Cornell, II and Hamilton, and are members of 
Turner Memorial A.M.E. Church in Hyattsville, MD.
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THOMAS 
J.
BROOME

...was born on January 
6, 1938 in Hinds Coun-
ty, Mississippi. His fami-
ly relocated to Oakland, 
California where he at-
tended local Oakland 
area schools graduating 

from McClymonds High School. He entered Oakland Ju-
nior College before transferring San Jose State University 
in San Jose, California where he received his undergrad-
uate degree. To obtain his law degree, Broome attended 
San Francisco Law School in San Francisco, California.
 In 1974, Broome was admitted to the California State 
Bar. In his first professional law position, he worked in 
California’s Alameda County Probation Department. He 
worked at the Department for twelve yeas. Before depart-
ing the Department, Broome had been promoted to the 
position of Senior Deputy.
 After leaving the Alameda County Probation Depart-
ment, Broome co-founded the law firm of Broome, Coo-
per & LaBrie, later renamed Broome, Cooper & Associ-
ates. The firm specialized in Criminal Law, Family Law, 
Juvenile Law, Insurance Civil Defense, and Personal Inju-
ry Law.
 Broome reached national notoriety in several of the 
cases that he litigated. She served as legal counsel in the 
cases of People vs. Randolph, People vs. Brooks, and 
People vs. West. She also served as representing attorney 
in People vs. Braeseke. One case was instrumental in Cal-
ifornia’s Shield Law being declared unconstitutional by 
the California Supreme Court.
 Broome has served as the Chief Trial Counsel in hun-
dreds of litigated cases and has argued cases before the 
Supreme Court of the State of California and the Supreme 
Court of the United States. He has served as Legal Coun-
sel to over forty murder cases and has won acquittals in 
then of those cases. In eleven of the murder cases, he 
was able to obtain lesser charges of manslaughter for the 
accused defendants. Eight other defendants had their cas-
es dismissed altogether. Broome has reached settlement 
agreements before trial in thirty more criminal cases. 
 In addition to the aforementioned California State 
and U.S. Supreme Courts, Broome has privileges to argue 
cases before before the United States District Court, the 
Northern District Court of California, and the Alameda 

County Court. He can also argue before the Contra Costa 
County Court. In addition, Broome can practice before 
the Solano County Court and the Bay Area Courts.
 Broome has served as a Juvenile Court Referee, a 
Pro Tem Judge Pro-Tem in the Small Claims Division to 
the Oakland Piedmont Emeryville District Court. He has 
served as a past President of the National Bar Association 
and was a founding member of the California Association 
of Black Attorneys. he also served as the President of the 
Charles Houston Bar Association. In addition, Broome 
served as a member of the Alameda County Bar Associa-
tions’ Criminal Court Appointed Governing Committee
 Broome served as a past President of the CAAP pro-
gram and was a Committee member since it’s inception. 
He served as a Professor to the Santa Clara University’s 
California Attorneys for Criminal Justice and as a lectur-
er and participant in CACJ/CPDA Capital Case Defense 
School for more than sixteen years. For his years of ser-
vice, Broome has been presented with over twenty-five 
county, state, and national awards. 
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ALLEN 
E.
BROUSSARD

..was born on April 13, 
1929 in Lake Charles, 
Louisiana to Eugenia 
and Clemire Broussard. 
When he was sixteen 
years old, the family 
moved to California. Ar-

riving in California, his mother found a job as a seam-
stress and his father worked as a longshoreman. 
 After graduating from high school, Broussard attend-
ed San Francisco City College in San Francisco, Califor-
nia. He joined the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP) and became the Student 
Chapter President. He was instrumental in the hiring of 
the first African American high school teacher and police 
officer in San Francisco. He also played a part in ensuring 
that the local unions hired more African Americans. 
 Broussard transferred to the University of California 
in Berkeley, California where he received his undergrad-
uate degree. He remained at the university to earn his law 
degree, attending the Boalt Hall School of Law. When 
Broussard completed his law degree, there were only 
three African Americans out of a total of one hundred 
and three law students. For his academic excellence, he 
was admitted to the Phi Alpha Delta law fraternity.
 While in law school, Broussard served as the 
Vice-President of the Boalt Hall Law Students Association 
and was a contributor to the California Law Review. Be-
fore completing his law degree studies, he took time off 
to serve for two years in the United States Army. He then 
returned to the university to complete his law studies and 
graduated in 1953.
 In his first professional job, Broussard became a re-
search attorney for Presiding Justice Raymond Peters of 
the First Appellate District Court.He became involved 
with the civic organization, Men of Tomorrow, where he 
volunteered time mentoring young men. In his outreach 
for the program, he made contact with the Program Direc-
tor of the local radio station, KSAN seeking free airtime. 
The Program Manager, Odessa Monroe, gave him the time 
he needed to promote his social work and later married 
him. Together, they had two sons, Keith and Craig.
 After passing the California State Bar exam, Brous-
sard joined the law firm of Wilson, Metoyer and Sweeny 
as an associate attorney. Two years later, he made partner. 

He married Odessa, the radio program manager that he 
met while in college.
 After practicing law for several years, in 1964, Brous-
sard was appointed by then California Governor Pat 
Brown to the Oakland-Piedmont Municipal Court, later 
renamed the Oakland-Piedmont-Emeryville Court. He 
became the first African American to serve as a Judge in 
the state of California. He served on the Court for eight 
years. He was then elected as the President of the Califor-
nia Judges Association and was the first African American 
elected as head of the association.
 In 1975, then Governor Jerry Brown, the son of Gov-
ernor Pat Brown, promoted Broussard to the Alameda 
County Superior Court. He served on that Court for six 
years. Governor Brown then appointed Broussard to the 
California Supreme Court, where he became the second 
African American to serve as a Judge in the Supreme 
Court.  He also served as Chairman of the Board of the 
Center for Judicial Education and Research. In 1976, 
Broussard was elected to a full term on the Court where 
he served until 1991.  
 While serving the Court, in 1986, three liberal Jus-
tices were not re-elected and more conservative Judges 
assumed their seats. Broussard was forced to become 
a bit more radical in his minority ideology. In that, he 
authored several dissenting opinions that helped secure 
protections for California residents. He made opinions 
that affected health care, municipality rights concerning 
the environment, imminent domain, and the death pen-
alty. Judge Broussard retired from the bench in 1991.
 After leaving the bench, Judge Broussard served on the 
Oakland Port Commission. On the Commission, he trav-
elled around the world, especially throughout Asia visiting 
and studying ports to improve the import and export ports 
of Oakland and San Francisco. On one of his missions, 
Judge Broussard headed a group of seventy-two lawyers 
and city officials on a three-week touring trip to China. 
There they met with the Mayor of Shanghai, Jiang Zemin 
where San Francisco and Shanghai became “Twin Cities”.
 Judge Allen E. Broussard died on November 5, 1996.  
He was sixty-seven years old. 
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AARON 
BROWN, JR.

…was born in Louisiana 
but raised in Houston, 
Texas. He family moved 
to Houston when he was 
in elementary school 
and attended local 
Houston public schools. 

After graduating from high school, he enlisted into the 
United States Army and served in World War II.
 After serving in the Army’s segregated Quartermas-
ter Corps, Brown used his G.I. Bill to continue his ed-
ucation. He enrolled into Southern University in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana where he began his undergraduate 
degree. He completed his studies at Fisk University in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 
 While studying at Fisk, Brown worked the railroads as 
a member of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters. He 
became acquainted with A. Philip Randolph, the Porter’s 
union founder and first President who fought for employ-
ment rights for the African American Porters. Randolph 
would go on to challenge sleeping quarters for black rail-
road workers and lobby for equal pay and union benefits. 
 Brown migrated to Vancouver, British Columbia, Can-
ada working his railroad job on the Canadian-Pacific line 
as a Porter to save money to pay for his law school goals. 
Once he had saved enough money to obtain his law de-
gree, he moved to Portland, Oregon to attend Northwest-
ern School of Law. The law school is now a part of the law 
school, Lewis & Clark College. Brown received his Juris 
Doctorate degree in 1959. 
 Brown worked his way through law school working 
as a County Welfare caseworker. After passing the Ore-
gon State Bar, he began his career in private practice and 
became involved in local politics joining the Democratic 
Party. As he became more involved in the affairs of his 
community, his practice grew and he built a respectable 
name for himself.
 In 1968, Brown was named by then Portland Mayor 
Terry Schrunk, a non-partisan Mayor, as a Portland Mu-
nicipal Court Judge. He did not want to accept the job at 
first, as he would earn far less than he did as a practic-
ing attorney. Fortunately, his wife, Alvenice worked as a 
telephone company manager and her paycheck covered 
the difference in his earnings. He accepted the Judge’s 
position knowing he could possibly make a difference 

in applying fair decisions and rulings against those that 
came before the court that were suffering injustices from 
the segregated laws that existed in Oregon. Although the 
racism wasn’t as blatant as that handed out down South, 
it did subtle exist. In accepting the Judgeship, Brown be-
came the first African American Judge to sit on any state 
Court in Oregon.
 In 1971, the Portland Municipal Court merged with 
the Multnomah County District Court. Then Governor 
Tom McCall appointed Brown as a Judge on the District 
Court. He again became the first African American Dis-
trict Court Judge. He would successfully be elected to the 
bench in the next four elections. He ran unopposed in all 
of the elections except for one. Judge Brown retired from 
the bench in 1995.
 While serving on the bench, Judge Brown fought to 
eliminate justices inflicted on African Americans and 
other minorities caught up in the web of Oregon’s legal 
system. He worked to right the injustices of defendants 
who may have been arrested and could not afford to pay 
bail bondsmen that were held and leased out to local 
farmers to pick beans in order to pay for their bonds. He 
attempted to end the politically connected farm operators 
who paid low wages for the daily work performed by the 
prisoners. Judge Nelson instituted the release of prisoners 
on their own recognizances to avoid them having to give 
of their labor for their freedom.
 In 2000, Judge Brown left Oregon and moved to Hol-
ly Springs, Mississippi where he lived the remainder of 
his life. On August 28, 2016, Judge Aaron Brown Jr. died. 
He was eighty-nine years old. 



92

BENJAMIN 
L.
BROWN

…was born in Baltimore, 
Maryland and graduated 
from the city’s Frederick 
Douglass High School in 
1947. He then enrolled 
into Lincoln University 
in Lincoln University, 
Pennsylvania. He paid 

for his college tuition by serving tables at local restau-
rants. He received his undergraduate degree from Lincoln 
in 1951.
 He then enlisted into the United States Army where 
he served for two years. Completing his military duty, he 
took a job as a postal worker before enrolling into the 
University of Maryland School of Law in his hometown 
of Baltimore. He was awarded his law degree in 1959.
 After passing the Maryland State Bar exam, Brown 
entered private practice. He then took a job with the City 
of Baltimore’s State’s Attorney’s Office. He remained at 
the office for two years. He left the State’s Attorney’s Of-
fice to accept an appointment by then Governor Marvin 
Mandel as a District Court Judge. 
 In 1974, Brown was called upon by then Mayor Wil-
liam Donald Schaefer as the City Solicitor of Baltimore. 
He would serve as City Solicitor for thirteen years. When 
asked by his fellow Judges why he would leave the Dis-
trict Court bench for the newly appointed job, Brown’s 
reply was, “…there’s a whole lot of judges, but there’s 
only one city solicitor”.
 In performing his job, Brown initiated the city’s affir-
mative action and minority business enterprise programs. 
For the city, he created innovative ways to bring financ-
ing and funding for city projects including increasing 
the city’s municipal bonds. Brown was able to assist in 
bringing new development to Baltimore and to help reno-
vate parts of the city that needed a fresh start. During that 
time, Brown also served as Chair of the Board of Commis-
sioners of Baltimore’s Housing Authority.
 In 1987, Brown left his job as City Solicitor to be-
come the Deputy General Counsel and Executive Direc-
tor of the Washington, D.C. based National Institute of 
Municipal Law Officers. At the Institute, he directed a 
staff of over 170 people including 65 lawyers. The law-
yers handled cases involving civil legal matters for the 
city of Washington.

 Brown left the National Institute of Municipal Law 
Officers in 1994 and returned to private practice. He be-
came Legal Counsel to the law firm of Addison & Darden 
in Glen Burnie, Maryland. He remained with the firm un-
til his death.
 In 1999, then Baltimore Mayor Martin O’Malley ap-
pointed Brown to the transition team looking to hire a new 
Baltimore City Solicitor’s Office. Brown not only assisted 
O’Malley in his selection of the person to head the office, 
but he became a mentor to the man selected, new City 
Solicitor Thurman W. Zollicoffer Jr.. Brown also was instru-
mental in the formation of the O’Malley administration.
 Brown served as a Board member to the University of 
Maryland Medical Systems and the Board of Regents of 
what is now the University System of Maryland. He also 
served on the Board of Allfirst Bank and TCI Cable Com-
munications. Brown was a member and Sunday school 
teacher at the Metropolitan United Methodist Church in 
his beloved Baltimore, Maryland.
 Judge Benjamin L. Brown died of cancer on June 18, 
2002. He was seventy-two years old. 

Photo Not 
Available
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BYRD
ROWLETTE
BROWN

…was born in 1929 in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia to Wilhelmina Byrd 
Brown and Homer Syl-
vester Brown. Both of his 
parents were active in civ-
il and social rights with 
his father was a legend-
ary Judge in the Courts of 

Pittsburgh and the first African American Judge to serve in 
Western Pennsylvania. Brown grew up in a household that 
served in the forefront in the fight against social injustice and 
racial discrimination.
 Brown was raised in Pittsburgh’s Hill District and at-
tended Pittsburgh’s public schools. A studious student and a 
gifted athlete, he was the first African American quarterback 
to start for his high school football team at Schenley High 
School graduating in 1947. For his academic excellence, 
he received a scholarship to Yale University in New Haven, 
Connecticut where he earned his undergraduate degree in 
Liberal Arts. Brown remained at Yale to attend the Universi-
ty’s Law School where he obtained his law degree.
 After completing his college courses, Brown enlisted 
into the United States Army serving from 1954 to 1956. 
When he was honorable discharged, he returned to Pitts-
burgh to begin his legal career. He joined forces with Ever-
ett Utterback to form the law firm of Utterback and Brown. 
During his entire career, Brown would work tirelessly in the 
areas of social justice.
 In 1958, Brown was elected as the President of the Pitts-
burgh Branch of the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP). He would be re-elected 
to the bi-annual term five more times and would serve as the 
President diligently. He would become the co-founder of the 
United Negro Protest Committee, which was dedicated to 
erasing racial barriers and unequal injustices that corpora-
tions, trade unions, and government agencies often used to 
hold blacks back from economic and social growth.
 In the late 1960s, Brown pushed a campaign to en-
courage young African American youth to join The Black 
Construction Coalition. The Coalition was created to pro-
test and draw attention to the low number of African Amer-
icans working in Pittsburgh’s construction industry. Through 
Brown’s and other community leaders efforts, the Pittsburgh 
Plan was established, which created needed training pro-
grams for African Americans that gave them the needed 
skills to be admitted into the labor trade unions.
 Brown, with his popularity rising, made a run to become 
the Mayor of Pittsburgh, but his campaign fell short. Despite 

his loss for the Mayor’s job, he never waivered in his pur-
suit to make Pittsburgh a city having equal rights for African 
Americans. He went on to serve on many civic Boards and 
community service committees, including the Lawyers Advi-
sory Committee and the Disciplinary Board of the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Third Circuit. Brown served as an active 
member to the American Bar Association, the National Bar 
Association, and the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania Bar As-
sociation. He also served as a member of the Academy of 
Trial Lawyers and on the Board of Directors of the Pittsburgh 
Foundation.
 Brown became a local hero to Pittsburgh residents for 
the legal work he performed during his professional career. 
He served as a voice to those that had no access to political 
power and fought prejudice wherever it appeared. He gave 
much time to pro bono cases for those unable to afford legal 
services, which many thought was his middle name. Wheth-
er a client had a nickel or was wealthy, he gave unwavering 
attention to the case at hand. 
 Brown, despite being raised in a prominent and wealthy 
family, had his feet planted firm in the African American 
community and fought to improve the lives of the misfor-
tunate to bring them into prosperity the best he could. He 
donated generously of his time and money creating college 
scholarships for high school students and gave likewise 
to non-profit organizations to assist the poor. When cable 
company Warner Cable brought their services to Pittsburgh, 
Brown purchased company stock and donated it to several 
local charities. In that accord, when Warner Cable was later 
sold, the stock purchased provided $300,000 to Reverend 
Leroy Patrick’s church, the Bethesda Presbyterian Church.
 An active advocate for civil rights, Brown was a leader in 
organizing a rally at Pittsburgh’s Forbes Field when Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., came to the city to speak. For the 1963 
March of Washington campaign, Brown was instrumental in 
organizing a train convoy to Washington to attend and make 
presence at the march. In 1967, Brown helped organize a 
downtown Pittsburgh march that brought over 5,000 people 
out to protest for more and better jobs at the Duquesne Light 
Company. He went on to help organize marches against 
Gimbels Department Store, Kaufmann’s Department Store, 
and Horne’s Department Store seeking better employment 
for African Americans and other minorities. Brown then took 
on major companies seeking African American justice from 
Sears Roebuck, the Pittsburgh Board of Education, and the 
University of Pittsburgh. Brown became one of the most 
formidable attorneys to ever practice in Pittsburgh and his 
peers, foes and Judges knew him as one of the best trial law-
yers to argue a case before a court. 
 Byrd Rowlette Brown died on May 3, 2001. He was sev-
enty-two years old.
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CORA 
MAE
BROWN

…was born April 19, 
1914 in Bessemer, Ala-
bama to Alice and Rich-
ard Brown. Her family 
moved to Detroit, Mich-
igan when she was eight 
years old. She graduat-
ed from Cass Technical 

High School and matriculated to Fisk University in Nash-
ville, Tennessee where she received her undergraduate 
degree in Sociology in 1935. 
 At Fisk, Brown became involved in fighting injustice 
and inhumanity. She demonstrated against unfair treat-
ment by whites against the black community. In the 1933 
lynching of a young black man accused of attempted 
rape, she and many of her fellow Fisk students, despite 
the discouragement of the faculty’s, held demonstrations 
to protest the lynching. It was at Fisk that Brown devel-
oped her lifelong concern for justice and humanity.
 Returning to Detroit, Brown took a job as a social 
worker for the Old Age Assistance Bureau. She then took 
a job with the Children’s Aid Society before moving on 
to the Works Progress Administration (WPA). In 1941, 
Brown was able to obtain a job normally not available to 
black women when she was appointed as a social worker 
in the Detroit Police Department’s Women’s Division.
 As a social worker, Brown worked closely with com-
munity leaders and neighborhood residents to aid in the 
needs of women and their children. At the time, Ameri-
ca was suffering from “The Great Depression” and times 
were difficult. Her desire was to make life easier for the 
women in the city needing help. For underprivileged chil-
dren, Brown established the Detroit Urban League Sum-
mer Camp. 
 She would earn her law degree at Detroit’s Wayne 
State University Law School while working with the De-
troit Police Department. She completed her law require-
ments in 1948 and that same year she was admitted to the 
Michigan State Bar. Having worked for the police depart-
ment, Brown had made political and social connections 
that allowed her become noticed for her legal acumen.
 Brown joined the law firm of Morris and Brown where 
she focused on criminal law. She gave defense to clients 
caught in the legal system viewing their cases from both 
a social perspective and a political one. She took into 

consideration the mitigating factors and conditions sur-
rounding the defendant and the state’s facts in the case.
 In 1950, Brown was defeated in the Democratic Pri-
mary for a seat in the Michigan State Senate. She attempt-
ed another run the next year and lost that bid as well. In 
1952, she ran again for the seat and won. Her win made 
her the first woman and the first African American to be 
elected to any State Senate in the United States. 
 Brown was the first woman to be elected, rather than 
being appointed to fulfill a position, to any post in Michi-
gan’s state government. She was the lone female amongst 
all of the male members of the Senate. While serving in 
the Senate, Brown supported legislation for fair housing 
and equal employment. 
 In 1956, Brown ran as a candidate in the Democratic 
primary for the U.S. Representative from Michigan First 
District. Losing the election, the following year, she was 
appointed as a Special Associate General Counsel of the 
U.S. Post Office. With the 1960 election of John F. Kenne-
dy’s as President of the United States, Brown retired from 
the Post Office.
 Brown then moved to Los Angeles, California and 
opened a law office. She would operate the firm for sev-
eral years before returning to Michigan to take an ap-
pointment with the Michigan Employment Security Com-
mission. She became the first African American woman 
to be appointed to the Commission in thirty-five years.
 Brown has served as a member of the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, the Improved Benevolent Order of Elks of 
the World, and the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People’s Detroit chapter. She served as 
a member of the National Council of Negro Women, the 
New Calvary Baptist Church, and the Order of the Eastern 
Star. In addition, she served as a member to the YWCA.
 Cora Mae Brown died on December 17, 1972 at 
Grace Central Hospital in Detroit, Michigan. She was fif-
ty-eight years old.
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H OMER 
SYLVESTER  
BROWN

 

…was born on September 
23, 1896 in Huntington, 
West Virginia to Maria 
Wiggins Rowlett Brown 
and Reverend William 
Roderick Brown. He re-
ceived his undergraduate 
degree from the Virgin-
ia Union University in 
Richmond, Virginia.  He 
earned his law degree 

from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law in 1923 
graduating third in his class of twenty-two students.
 After obtaining his law degree, Brown became a mem-
ber of the Allegheny County Bar Association. He immediate-
ly began working to improve the lives of Pennsylvania resi-
dents and citizens in the community that he chose to serve. 
During the Great Depression of the 1930s, there was a spike 
in crime in the Pittsburgh area and Brown wanted to curb 
that increase. To promote crime reduction, he became the 
Chairman of the Friendly Service Bureau, which aimed at 
bringing the issue of crime to the public awareness. Brown 
received support for his crime reduction campaign from 
then Mayor Cornelius D. Scully and together they focused 
on the quality of life for the youth of Pittsburgh, including 
the Hill District neighborhood and crime was substantially 
reduced.
 In 1934, Brown was elected as a member to the Penn-
sylvania House of Representatives. He would serve in the 
House for the next sixteen years serving for seven consecu-
tive terms. A few years after arriving in the House, Represen-
tative Brown brought into question the discriminatory hiring 
practices of the Pittsburgh Board of Education. He began 
to organize state hearings to investigate the selected hiring 
of white administrators, teachers, and other workers in the 
Education Department.
 The public schools in Pittsburgh were desegregated in 
1875 yet the School Board refused to hire African Ameri-
can teachers to work in Pittsburgh public schools. Brown 
and several other attorneys, including African American 
attorneys Richard F. Jones and Joseph Givens, brought suit 
against the School Board aimed at changing the Board’s pol-
icies. As the court case ended, the Pittsburgh School Board 
hired its’ first African American teacher, Lawrence Peeler, 
who taught music in a Pittsburgh public school. With Peel-
er’s hiring, Brown had won one of the most important cases 
involving educational learning in the city of Pittsburgh’s his-
tory. For his work on the case, he was voted as, “The Most 
Able” member of the House of Representatives that year by 
the Capital News Correspondent’s Association.
 With his victory against the Board of Education, Brown, 
as a House Representative, worked to secure other human 
rights protections for the working class residents of Pennsyl-
vania. He introduced legislation that prohibited discrimina-

tion in employment in other Pennsylvania industries, which 
garnered him the title of “Father” of Pennsylvania’s State Fair 
Employment Practices Act (FEPC). An extensive research in-
vestigation was conducted, which concluded that nine out 
of ten Pennsylvania firms employed discriminatory practices 
against potential employees race, religion, and national or-
igin. The study showed that Brown’s resolve in pointing out 
the unbalanced hiring practices within the state for working 
class minority Pennsylvania residents.
 Brown is credited with founding the Pittsburgh chap-
ter of the National Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored Persons (NAACP) and served as its’ first President for 
twenty-four years. He was also a member of the National 
Commission for U.N.E.S.C.O.. Brown then was elected to 
the Pittsburgh Board of Education, the same Board that he 
had sued that forced them to hire African American teachers. 
With his appointment, Brown became the first African Amer-
ican to serve on the Pittsburgh Board.
 In 1949, Brown was elected as an Allegheny County 
Judge. He was the first African-American to be appointed 
as a County Judge. In 1956, Judge Brown was elected to the 
Court of Common Pleas where he served for nineteen years 
until his retirement.
 While sitting on the bench, Judge Brown worked to 
bring positive changes within the African American commu-
nity. He focused his attention to the areas of civil rights, edu-
cation, and employment. As the first African American Judge 
serving Allegheny County, Judge Brown faced enormous ha-
tred and prejudice while adjudicating from the bench. He 
is credited with several groundbreaking rulings, including 
ruling that the “Sick Tax”, a tax imposed by the City of Pitts-
burgh on hospitals, was unconstitutional. In another contro-
versial ruling, Judge Brown ruled that it was not unconstitu-
tional to pray at graduation ceremonies. Both decisions were 
later upheld in the United States Supreme Court. 
 Judge Brown has given much time outside of the Courts 
to help the local Pittsburgh community and other communi-
ties across the country. He served as the Chair of the Board 
of Directors of the YMCA and served as a member of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orga-
nization. He also served as a member of the White House 
Commission on Education.
 Judge Brown has been awarded several honorary de-
grees, including receiving an honorary degree from Lincoln 
University in Lincoln Heights, Pennsylvania and from the 
University of Pittsburgh in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Judge 
Brown also received an honorary degree from Virginia Union 
University in Richmond, Virginia. Virginia State College in 
Petersburg, Virginia awarded Judge Brown with an honorary 
degree as well.
 Judge Brown was married for many years to his wife, 
Wilhelmina Byrd and the couple had one son, Byrd Rowlett 
Brown. Judge Brown died on Mary 22, 1977. He was eighty 
years old.
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J OSEPH 
“JOE”  
BROWN

 

...was born on July 5, 1947. 
He grew up in Los Angeles, 
California’s Crenshaw Dis-
trict. Graduating Valedic-
torian of his Dorsey High 
School class, he attended 
undergraduate school at 
UCLA in Los Angeles where 
he received his Political Sci-

ence degree. In 1973, he received his Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree 
from the same school. During his time completing his academic 
studies, Brown joined the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity.
 In his legal career, Brown became Memphis’ first African-Amer-
ican prosecutor in the city’s history. After serving the city for several 
years, he left to open his own law practice. He later ran and was 
elected  as a judge on the State Criminal Court of Shelby County, 
Tennessee. As judge, he presided over the last appeal of James Earl 
Ray, alleged killer in the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr..
 Brown was removed from oversight of the appeal after making 
alleged controversial and biased comments before members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus. He was said to have told the mem-
bers that the rifle confiscated in King’s murder, was not the rifle that 
killed King. Although removed from the national newsworthy case, 
he caught the attention of producers for the successful TV show, 
“Judge Judy”.
 Judge Judy, a popular reality arbitration court TV show, was 
very successful in its’ airing. The producers saw an opportunity to 
bring an African American to the TV screen with a similar show and 
signed Brown to a TV contract to become arbitration the second 
African American arbitration judge on natinoal TV after Star Jones’s 
“Jones and Jury” that aired during the 1994–95 TV season. Brown’s 
show would be filmed in his hometown of Los Angeles and the set 
would be built right next to the successful Judge Judy set. Brown left 
his Memphis judgeship for a national TV bench.
 The Judge Joe Brown Show premiered on September 14, 1998. 
Both his show and Judge Judy were first produced by Big Ticket 
Television and syndicated by CBS Television Distribution. Filmed in 
the Sunset Bronson Studios, the show would run for fifteen years. 
Brown aired his last show in September of 2013. Having arbitrated 
thousands of small claims cases, he has witnessed first-hand many 
of the common issues plaguing today’s society, and most of them 
are petty.
 The Judge Joe Brown court TV show was syndicated through-
out all television and cable networks in the United States. Airing  
during daytime hours, with a national surge in daytime watchers 
of TV, soap opera’s and courtroom drama scenes, Brown’s show 
soared. It was picked up by internationally in Australia and Canada.

 During its’ fifteen years on TV, Brown’s show ranked second 
only to Judge Judith Sheindlin and her Judge Judy show. He sur-
passed Judge retired Florida State Circuit Court Judge Marilyn Mil-
ian and her The People’s Court. During its’ run, Judge Joe Brown’s 
show was the highest rated male arbitrated television series amongst 
all TV judges.
 Brown, in his approach to judicial litigation, after hearing the 
facts of a case, would at times become agitated at his findings. In 
meting out his form of judicial justice, if he suspected one of guilt, 
he sometimes would cantankerously quarrel with the defendants. 
His most severe tirades have come at the hands of men who have 
come before him that Brown has determined irresponsible to his 
responsibilities and obligations as a man in today’s society. 
 Brown’s harsh tirades would often become personal to his 
judgments and he would convey those feelings in his commentar-
ies when dispensing punishments from his findings in a case. He 
would often challenge a man’s manhood, screaming at him about 
his “home training” and seeming “uncivilized”. He was just as hard 
on the youth that came before him. He could be heard pleading 
with a young man to “stop trying to be cool” and to “stop acting like 
a thug” and to “take responsibility” of himself and those that are 
under their care. He has even gone as far as to call for the warrant 
and arrest of litigants.
 He allowed a more relaxed courtroom setting. In berating 
many of the litigates, the audience in the court was allowed to 
laugh at the guilty party and clap for the victor. He sometimes ap-
peared to enjoy the belittling of what he called “low life” men who, 
in his opinion, encroached upon women. From his tirades, he was 
once sued by a litigant for slander and fraud. The case was dis-
missed as the litigant’s signed TV contract made stipulations against 
such a suit.
 Some viewers saw Brown’s show as legalized buffoonery as the 
litigants were allowed to “act out” which shed an unfavorable light 
on the race of the litigants. Many of the shows participants have 
blatantly shown contempt for both the Court and Judge Brown. 
These behaviors were shown across America which aided in a false 
conclusion of the overall behaviors of black men and other minori-
ties, some viewers contended.
 By 2012, Brown was the second highest paid daytime televi-
sion personality following Judge Judy. Brown made $20 million that 
year with Judge Judy outdistancing him with $45 million. Brown 
contended that he was paid only $5 million a year and not the $20 
million being reported. During contract negotiations, Brown and 
the show’s producers could not reach an amical agreement and the 
show was canceled. 
 Having years ago joined the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity, Brown 
had always been civic minded in his approach to justice. He took 
a common sense approach in making his decisions and rulings. 
Although he ruled with an in-your-face approach, Judge Joe Brown 
did rule for fifteen years on the TV bench, sometimes literally sitting 
atop his bench as he handed out a Joe Brown kind of justice.
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PAMELA
J.
BROWN 

…was born on July 21, 
1954. She graduated 
high school from Bel 
Air High School in Bel 
Air, Maryland, a suburb 
of Baltimore, Maryland. 
While in high school, 

she attended the trial of civil rights activists, H. Rap Brown 
who had been charged with inciting a riot. Witnessing the 
proceedings, Brown became intrigued with law. 
 Brown earned her undergraduate degree from Maca-
lester College in St. Paul, Minnesota. She majored in Po-
litical Science graduating in 1976. She obtained her Juris 
Doctorate degree from the University of Baltimore School 
of Law in Baltimore, Maryland in 1979. 
 In her first professional job as a degreed attorney, 
Brown worked as Director of Inmate Legal Services, Bal-
timore City Jail for two years. She then accepted a job 
as an Assistant City Solicitor for the City. She served as 
Assistant City Solicitor for five years. She then took the 
position as Assistant Attorney General in the Office of At-
torney General. She remained with the Attorney Gener-
al’s Office for five years as well.
 In 1992, Brown became the Deputy Counsel to the 
Maryland State Treasurer, for four years, before becoming 
the Deputy Counsel to the Maryland State Highway Ad-
ministration, where she remained for two years. She then 
moved to the state of Maryland’s Department of General 
Services where she served as Principal Counsel for four 
more years. Brown was then appointed as Associate Judge 
to the Tenth District Court in Howard County, Maryland 
in 2002, where she serves today.
 On June 13, 2015, Judge Brown became the 122nd 
President of the Maryland State Bar Association (MSBA). 
She is the first African-American woman to be named as 
President of Maryland’s 119-year old professional legal 
membership association. The Maryland State Bar Associ-
ation consists of 24,000-members who are dedicated to 
effectively representing and providing member services 
to Maryland’s lawyers. The association promotes profes-
sionalism, access to justice, diversity in the legal profes-
sion, respect for the rule of law, and service to Maryland’s 
citizens. Brown served as President for one year.
 As President, Judge Brown urged each lawyer with-
in the organization to do something for the legal profes-

sion, the community, and for themselves that would uplift 
the legal community. During her tenure, she promoted 
attorney wellness programs to help Maryland attorneys 
improve themselves whether they had emotional issues, 
physical ailments, or mental health issues. She believed 
that each attorney, Judge or any other person involved in 
the legal profession could do something to better their 
peers and associates. Judge Brown sought to make the as-
sociation be reflective of the community it should serve.
 Judge Brown has been a supporter of the Maryland 
Civics & Law Academy. The Academy is a joint project 
between the MSBA and the Maryland Judiciary, which 
promotes education in civics for high school students 
hoping to turn them into responsible Maryland students. 
For her dedicated efforts, the nonprofit Maryland Bar 
Foundation honored her with its’ Professional Legal Ex-
cellence Award for Advancement of the Public Under-
standing of Law.
 Judge Brown is a member of the Alliance of Black 
Women Attorneys, the American Bar Association, the 
Howard County Bar Association, and the Maryland State 
Bar Association. She is also a member of the Monumental 
City Bar Association and the Waring Mitchell Law Soci-
ety. In addition, Judge Brown is a member of the Women’s 
Bar Association of Maryland for their Howard County 
Chapter.
 She serves as a Board Member to the Baltimore City 
Bar Foundation and the Baltimore Courthouse Muse-
um Foundation and the Baltimore Courthouse Museum 
Foundation. She also serves on the Board of the Howard 
County Bar Foundation. In addition, she serves the Legal 
Aid Equal Justice Council as a Board member.  
 Judge Brown has been honored and given many 
awards by several associations and organizations during 
her career. She has received the Office of Attorney Gener-
al’s Exceptional Service Award, the Young Women’s Chris-
tian Association’s Eleanor Hood Gross Award, the Daily 
Record’s Maryland’s Top 100 Women Award, and the Of-
fice of Attorney General Pro Bono Award. Judge Brown 
also was awarded by the American Bar Association their 
Nelson Award for Outstanding Service by a Government 
Lawyer Award. She also received from the University of 
Baltimore their Alumnus of the Year Award, from the Bal-
timore City Bar Association their Margaret Brent/Juanita 
Jackson Mitchell Award, and from the Daily Record its’ 
Maryland Leadership in Law Award. In addition, Judge 
Brown was awarded the Difference Makers Award from 
the American Bar Association’s General Practice, Solo & 
Small Firm Division. 
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PAULETTE
BROWN 

...was born on April 
28, 1951 in Baltimore, 
Maryland to Thelma 
and  Wilbur Brown. Her 
mother was a house wife 
and her father worked 
as a truck driver. For her 
early years of education,  

she attended Baltimore’s segregated P.S. 145 elementary 
school. She attended Calverton Junior High School before 
graduating in 1969 from Northwestern High School.
 After graduating high school, Brown matriculated 
to Howard University in Washington, D.C. where she 
received her Bachelors of Arts degree in Political Sci-
ence. She graduated from Howard in 1973. She went on 
to receive her J.D. degree from Seton Hall University’s 
School of Law. With her law degree in hand, in 1976, she 
opened her own law office. That year, she also joined the 
American Bar Association’s Young Lawyers Division. 
 After operating her law practice for several years, 
Brown took a position with a Fortune 500 company as 
an in-house Counsel. She would focus her attention to 
labor, employment and commercial litigation. She would 
go on to serve as Counsel for several large corporations 
including Buck Consultants Inc., National Steel Corpora-
tion, and Prudential Insurance Company of New Jersey. 
Settling in New Jersey, Brown then co-founded the law 
firm of Brown & Childress. She would operate the law 
firm for the next sixteen years. 
 In 1993, Brown merged her law firm with another to 
form Brown, Lofton, Childress & Wolfe which at the time 
was New Jersey’s largest minority law firm. That same 
year, she was chosen to be the President of the Associa-
tion of Black Women Lawyers of New Jersey. She would 
later serve as a Plainfield, New Jersey municipal court 
judge. In addition, the same year, she was elected as the 
National Bar Association’ (NBA) President serving from 
1993-1994. As President of the NBA, Brown took part 
in monitoring the first free and democratic elections in 
South Africa. 
 In 1997, the American Bar Association admitted 
Brown as a member. Three years later, she would join as 
a partner the law firm of  Duane, Morris & Heckscher LLP. 
She would leave that firm in 2005 to become a partner in 
the New Jersey firm of Edwards & Angell LLP.  The Amer-

ican Bar Association, in 2007, elected her to their Board 
of Governors. 
 During the next eight years, Brown would  serve in 
several key leadership positions for the ABA. She served 
as a member of the ABA House of Delegates, its’ Execu-
tive Committee, and the Governance Commission. She 
chaired the ABA’s Program, Planning and Evaluation 
Committee and served the Commission on Women in the 
Profession. While serving, she co-authored “Visible Invis-
ibility: Women of Color in Law Firms.”
 For the ABA, Brown also chaired the Council on Ra-
cial and Ethnic Justice, later renamed the Coalition on Ra-
cial and Ethnic Justice. She was co-chair of the Commis-
sion on Civic Education in our Nation’s Schools and gave 
service to the Section of Legal Education’s Council on Le-
gal Education and Admissions to the Bar and its Executive 
Committee. Brown served as a member of The Fund for 
Justice and Education (FJE) and its’ President’s Club. She 
is a Life Fellow of the American Bar Foundation.
 In 2009, Brown was awarded the Spirit of Excellence 
Award from the ABA Commission on Racial and Ethnic 
Diversity in the Profession. Named repeatedly as a New 
Jersey Super Lawyer, the US News, in the area of com-
mercial litigation, named her as one of the Best Lawyers 
in America. The National Law Journal recognized her 
as one of “The 50 Most Influential Minority Lawyers in 
America” and she was honored by the New Jersey Law 
Journal as one of the “prominent women and minority 
attorneys in the State of New Jersey.”
 The New Jersey State Bar Foundation bestowed upon 
Brown their New Jersey Medal and named her to their 
Board of Trustees. In 2011, the ABA’s Commission on 
Women in the Profession honored her with their Mar-
garet Brent Women Lawyers of Achievement Award. In 
2015, the NBA gave Brown their highest award given, The 
C. Francis Stradford Award, for her dedicated service to 
the legal profession.
 In August of 2015, Brown was elected President of 
the American Bar Association. With her election, she 
became fir the first woman of color and the third Afri-
can-American to lead the organization. She currently is a 
partner with the firm of Locke Lord LLP. For the firm, she 
serves as their Chief Diversity Officer and co-chairs the 
firm’s Diversity & Inclusion Committee. She also serves 
the United States District Court for the District of New 
Jersey as a mediator. Brown is admitted to practice law in 
both the federal and state courts. She arbitrates for union 
and non-union employees involving discrimination on 
the basis of age, sex, disability, and race.
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R AYMOND
A.
BROWN 

…was born in 1915 in 
Fernandina Beach, Flori-
da. When he was a child, 
his family moved to Jer-
sey City, New Jersey. After 
graduating high school, he 
enrolled into Florida Agri-
cultural and Mechanical 
University (FAMU), in Tal-
lahassee, Florida where he 

earned his undergraduate degree. He attended Fordham Uni-
versity School of Law in New York City, New York where he re-
ceived his law degree. While studying for his law degree, Brown 
worked as a longshoreman to pay his tuition.
 Brown served in the United States Army before opening 
his own law firm. While serving in the Army, Brown witnessed 
and was the recipient of unexpected discrimination and racism. 
While in the Army, Brown was selected to visit Army bases in 
the South to see firsthand how blacks were treated. After leaving 
the Army, Brown entered private practice, as there were very 
few jobs for African American lawyers in the white law firms. 
 During the 1960s, there were protests and demonstrations 
occurring throughout the country as African Americans fought 
for civil rights and equal justice under the law. Brown, having 
felt discrimination while serving his country in the military took 
on many cases centered on civil rights. He also took on cases 
ranging from defending politicians to defending accused spies.
 In 1964, Brown was part of the team that represented ac-
cused spy and electrical engineer John W. Butenko in his de-
fense of passing U.S. secrets to the Russian government. Un-
fortunately, for Butenko, he was found guilty and sentenced to 
thirty years in a federal prison. That case was instrumental with 
the federal government enacting the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act (FISA).
  Brown became the President of the New Jersey chapter of 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple (NAACP). As President he fought to integrate public schools 
and to fight discrimination wherever it may arise. Brown was 
pivotal in bringing calm to New Jersey during the disturbances 
of the mid-1960s.
 In 1967, riots were breaking out across the U.S. in pro-
test of civil rights issues. Brown represented civil rights activists 
LeRoi Jones, aka, Amiri Baraka on charges of carrying a con-
cealed weapon during a riot in Newark, New Jersey. Brown was 
called on to help quell the rioting happening in New Jersey. 
He worked with the National Guard to stop the rioting and to 

restore order. For his efforts, then New Jersey Governor Richard 
J. Hughes appointed Brown as Vice Chair of a Commission cre-
ated to investigate the causes of the rioting and to recommend 
solutions to ensure future rioting would not happen.
 In 1968, Brown defended students arrested for taking part 
in the taking over of buildings during a protest at Columbia 
University in New York City. Brown’s son was one of the protest-
ing students. That year, he represented three Black Panther Party 
members charged with shooting up a police station in Jersey 
City, New Jersey. Brown also represented that year, civil rights 
activists H. Rap Brown, the leader of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee.
 Brown represented Assata Shakur, a Black Liberation Army 
member, convicted and sentenced to life in prison for her role 
in the shooting of a New Jersey State Police Trooper. Shakur lat-
er escaped from prison and fled to Cuba. She has been in exile 
ever since.
 Brown then took on the case of boxer Rubin “Hurricane” 
Carter. Carter, a professional middleweight boxer, along with 
John Artis, were charged and convicted of killing three people 
in Paterson, New Jersey. In his first trial, Carter was convicted 
of the charges. That conviction was overturned. In the second 
trial, Brown appeared ad a witness. Carter was convicted again 
of the charges but that conviction was also overturned. Carter 
would ultimately spend almost twenty years in prison before 
being exonerated of the charges in 1985.
 In the case of “Dr. X”, Brown successfully represented Dr. 
Mario Jascalevich charged with the deaths of five patients at 
the Riverdell Hospital in Oradell, New Jersey. Brown argued 
that fellow doctors at the hospital were framing Jascalevich to 
cover their own ineptitudes. He showed that a The New York 
Times reporter, M.A. Farber, had conspired with prosecutors to 
charge Jascalevich with the crime. Jascalevich was acquitted of 
the charges and Farber was sentenced to forty days in jail for 
contempt. The newspaper was fined almost $285,000 for their 
involvement.
 In the early 1980s, Brown defended Camden, past New 
Jersey Mayor and State Senator Angelo Errichetti who was con-
victed for his involvement in a law enforcement sting operation, 
Abscam. The undercover police officers pretended to represent 
a wealthy Arab businessman. Errichetti was convicted of ac-
cepting money from the undercover officers, all caught on tape.
 Brown represented Resorts International (RI) in their bid to 
obtain one of New Jersey’s first casino licenses. RI had run into 
obstacles obtaining the license due to allegations they had ties 
to organized crime. RI was able to obtain their license.
 Raymond A. Brown died on October 9, 209 due to chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease. He was ninety-four years old. 
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R ONALD
HARMON
BROWN 

...was born  August 1, 1941, 
in Washington, D.C. but 
raised in Harlem, New York. 
He attended Hunter Col-
lege Elementary School and 
Rhodes Preparatory School. 
Brown’s managed The The-
resa Hotel in Harlem, where 
Ron lived and grew up. The 
famed Apollo Theater, an oa-

sis for black entertainment and professional acts was not far from 
The Theresa. Because of his father’s job, Brown was able to be in the 
company of many famous people, including boxer Joe Louis, actor 
Paul Robeson, and many others. 
 Growing up in a middle-class family, Brown was bused to ex-
clusive preparatory schools. As a child, he appeared in one of the 
first advertisements specifically targeted towards the African-Ameri-
can produced by Pepsi-Cola. Completing high school at Rhodes, he 
attended the all-white Middlebury College in Vermont. Gifted in his 
studies, while at Middlebury, he became the first African-American 
member of the national men’s collegiate fraternity, Sigma Phi Epsilon.
 After graduation in 1962, Brown joined the United States Army 
and served in South Korea and Europe. After his discharge in 1967, 
he married Alma Arrington. He enrolled in St. John’s University’s 
law school where in 1970, he obtained his degree.   
 Now an attorney, he joined the National Urban League, an 
organization whose focus was economic equality for the underpriv-
ileged. Five years later, Brown was promoted to Deputy Executive 
Director for Programs and Governmental Affairs. He left in 1979 to 
act as a Deputy Campaign Manager for Senator Edward M. Kenne-
dy, who was running for the  Democratic Party’s presidential nom-
ination. In 1981, he was hired by the Washington, D.C., law firm 
Patton Boggs as a lawyer and a lobbyist where he continued to serve 
the underprivileged.
 Brown was asked by Jesse L. Jackson, in 1988,  to lead Jack-
son’s convention team at the Democratic National Convention. 
Brown not only took over the convention operations but the entire 
Jackson’s campaign. A year later, Brown was elected as Chairman 
of the Democratic National Committee, the first African American 
chosen to lead a major U.S. political party. 
 As Chairman, he played an integral role in the success of th 
1992 Democratic National Convention. He was also pivotal in Bill 
Clinton’s successful 1992 presidential run. Clinton in return ap-
pointed Brown as Secretary of Commerce.
 Brown, while on an official trade mission, died on April 3, 
1996 aboard a modified Boeing 737, the Air Force CT-43. While 
approaching an airport in Croatia, the plane crashed into a moun-
tainside killing Brown and the thirty-four other people aboard. Al-

though many government cover-up conspiracy theorist had their 
own thoughts on the crash, the final Air Force investigation and 
report attributed the crash to pilot error and a poorly designed land-
ing approach. 
 Not satisfied with the report, some, including Kweisi Mfume, 
then President of the NAACP and U.S. Rep. Maxine Waters (D-CA) 
and Chairwoman of the Congressional Black Caucus wrote let-
ters to federal officials asking for more data on the suspicious cir-
cumstances of Brown’s death. In a response from an official of the 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, acknowledgments were made 
that doctors were initially puzzled by a circular wound discovered 
on the top of Brown’s head when his body was recovered from 
the crash scene. After the forensic pathologist took extensive X-rays 
and consulted with others, they ruled Brown’s death occurred by a 
blunt-force injury to the head.”
 At the time of his death, Brown was under investigation by 
United States Office of the Independent Counsel for corruption. The 
Counsels main focus was a trip Brown had taken to Vietnam on 
behalf of the Clinton Administration suggesting the normalizing of 
relations between the United States and Vietnam. Due to his death, 
the investigation was suspended.
 President Bill Clinton, on January 8, 2001, presented Brown 
posthumously, with the Presidential Citizens Medal that was ac-
cepted by Brown’s widow, Alma Brown. Clinton also established in 
his honor, the Ron Brown Award for Corporate Leadership and Re-
sponsibility, funded privately and administered  by The Conference 
Board. The annual Ronald H. Brown American Innovator Award is 
given in his honor by The U.S. Department of Commerce. Addi-
tionally, the California Black Chamber of Commerce, every August, 
holds the Ron Brown Business Economic Summit.
 In his honor, the United States Mission to the United Nations 
building in New York City was named in Brown’s honor. St. John’s 
University School of Law in New York established the The Ronald 
H. Brown Center for Civil Rights and Economic Development. 
Middlebury College in Vermont established The Ronald H. Brown 
fellowship provided for students interested in pursuing research 
internships in science and technology. The college also the Ron 
Brown Scholar Program to provide academic scholarships, service 
opportunities and leadership experiences for young African Amer-
icans. He was also a member of Jack and Jill of America, an Afri-
can-American social and philanthropic organization.
 Countless other academic scholarships and programs have 
been established in Brown’s honor, to many to include them all 
here. From a ship being named after him to the many fellowships 
and schools named after him, Brown made an impact on the Dem-
ocratic party, the African American community and the U.S. as 
well. Abroad, he is remembered for his missions on trade and in-
ternational development. A memorial was installed n the old city of 
Dubrovnik for. It features portraits of the crash victims as well as a 
guest book.
 Brown was buried with full state honors.
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SAMUEL
JOE
BROWN 

...was born on July 6, 
1875 in Keosauqua, 
Iowa to Elizabeth (Hen-
derson) Brown and Lewis 
Brown. Lewis, intrigued 
by history, had traced the 
family lineage back to 
the original twenty slaves 
that had been brought to 
Jamestown, Virginia, in 

1619. Joe’s father was a teamseter while his mother worked 
as a house maid for white families, including several law-
yers. She hopes that one day Joe would become a lawyer. 
In 1885, the family moved to Ottumwa, Iowa. 
 By the age of fourteen, both of his parents had died. 
To pay his way through high school, Joe began working 
as a bellboy in a hotel. He worked hard and became the 
first African American to graduate from Ottumwa High 
School.
 With help of a high school teacher, Joe secured a job 
in Iowa City and was able to gain admission to the State 
University of Iowa. Again, through hard work, in 18998, 
he become the first African American to graduate with a 
Liberal Arts degree. He was also the first to receive mem-
bership in Phi Beta Kappa and had begun studying law. 
 While in the process of  finishing his legal studies, he 
became Principal at a Muchakinock school. He stayed at 
Muchakinock for one year, meeting his future wife Sue, 
before moving to Marshall, Texas, for another one-year 
term as Head of the Departments of Greek and Mathe-
matics at the all-black Bishop College. He then returned 
to the State University of Iowa to finish his law degree. To 
support himself, he worked as a fraternity house janitor. 
He graduated at the head of his class and was one of the 
first African Americans to receive a law degree from the 
university fulfilling his mother’s dream of him becoming 
a lawyer.
 Brown’s legal career began in Buxton as he was able 
to work with noted black attorney George Woodson. 
With offices in Oskaloosa and Albia, Iowa, they decided 
to expand into Des Moines, where more and more blacks 
were moving into. Brown and Woodson would remain 
affiliated for nearly twenty years. He married Sue on New 
Year’s Eve, 1902. They called Des Moines home for the 
rest of their lives. 

    The majority of Joe’s case work surrounded civil, pro-
bate, and title laws. He was, however, the first African 
American to appear in front of the Iowa Supreme Court, 
doing so in 1905. He defended more than thirty clients 
who faced the death penalty of which none were execut-
ed, with ten being acquitted.
    Joe was active in many of Des Moines’ civic affairs. 
He was a member of the commission that drafted the 
Des Moines Plan in 1907. He was among the first Afri-
can Americans to run for elected office there. He ran un-
successfully for Polk County District Court Judge in 1906 
and for a City Council seat in 1910.  A legal organizer, 
Brown served as the first President of the Iowa Colored 
Bar Association, a forerunner to the National Bar Associa-
tion, which was incorporated in Des Moines in 1926. The 
American Bar Association did not admit black lawyers so 
Brown and his affiliates began their own law organiza-
tion. He was also one of the founders and board members 
of the Des Moines Interracial Commission in the 1920s.
 Joe worked with all-black organizations to uplift the 
race. He assisted the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) 
Church and the Crocker Street Branch of the Des Moines 
Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA), which was 
established because African Americans were not wel-
come and not allowed to go to other YMCA branches. 
 Joe and Sue Brown worked together using legal re-
courses to challenge segregation in Des Moines. The 
most lasting ot their accomplishments is related to their 
role as organizers of the Des Moines branch of the new-
ly formed National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP) in 1915. Joe served as its first 
President while Sue established the Junior Chapter of the 
Des Moines Branch. In 1925, she was elected President 
of the Des Moines NAACP branch.
 Sue died at Mercy Hospital in Des Moines in 1941 
after undergoing a spinal operation. The funeral was one 
of the largest ever held at St. Paul AME church. Nine 
years later, on July 24, 1950, Samuel Joe Brown suffered 
a stroke and died in his Des Moines home at the age of 
seventy. He always pressed for new “firsts” for Negroes 
and he many of them for himself.
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SEYMORE
BROWN,

…was brown September 
2, 1929 in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania. He gradu-
ated high school and to 
fulfill his military duties, 
he joined the United 
States Navy. After serv-
ing in the military, he 
returned to find odd jobs 
to support himself. 

 His big break came when he made his way to Las 
Vegas, Nevada. In 1959, Brown arrived in Las Vegas and 
joined the Las Vegas Police Department. Years later, in 
1973, the department would merge with the Clark County 
Sheriff’s Department to become the Las Vegas Metro Po-
lice Department. Brown would work for the Las Vegas Po-
lice Department for fourteen years
 In 1978, Brown was elected as the Presiding Judge in 
Las Vegas. At the time one did not need a law degree to 
become Judge. Simple popularity and basic knowledge of 
the law could suffice. Brown had a sense of fairness and 
his ability to interpret the law won him the seat as Presid-
ing Judge of the Las Vegas Municipal Court.
 As his career developed, Judge Brown was one of the 
first Judges in Nevada to allow courtroom closed-circuit 
television to record preliminary appearances for public 
viewing. He himself became a Judge celebrity appearing 
in low-budget movies and even made a cameo appear-
ance in the hit movie “Vega$” as well as a few other video 
productions filmed in Las Vegas for commercial consump-
tion. There came a time when the lights of Hollywood be-
came to bright to some of those involved with the Las Ve-
gas legal community. Judge Brown was accused of several 
judicial improprieties such as improper use of government 
vehicle when he used a city owned truck to move his per-
sonal belongings into a new home and charged person-
al long distance telephone calls to a city account. After 
review of the allegations, no improprieties or any unjust 
benefits had been found or committed by Judge Brown. 
 In the 1980s, Judge Brown, along with his video al-
lowed evidence, began his legendary “John School”. The 
school allowed undercover cops to dress as prostitutes and 
the men caught in the web were sent to the John School 
as part of their punishment. Judge Brown was one of the 
first Judges nationwide to modernize their courtrooms by 

adding computers to workflow in the courtroom. Under 
his leadership, the Court was able to expedite cases more 
quickly and retrieve needed case information that before 
took hours to seconds with the added computers. 
 Judge Brown also established Municipal Court branch 
offices, where offenders could pay their fines in their 
neighborhoods rather than spend hours trekking to and 
from City Hall. His alternative sentencing program al-
lowed for non-violent offenders to serve parts of their sen-
tence under in-house arrests in their own homes, which is 
credited with saving the city of Las Vegas an estimated $4 
million in costs associated with housing and feeding the 
inmates.
 Judge Brown sat on the Las Vegas bench for twen-
ty-seven colorful years and gave forty-one years of service 
to the colorful citizens and visitors of the city. He was the 
last non-lawyer ever to sit on the bench. Knowing that he 
was too terminally ill to attend the event, as he had been 
on medical leave for the past two months, his peers and 
those that respected his tenure on the bench arranged for a 
ceremony to be held at Las Vegas City Hall to give honor to 
Judge Brown’s legacy. Judge Brown was able to see video 
of the event and was able to see what his eulogy would 
look like had he already departed. Those that respected the 
Judges life’s work wanted him to see that before his death.
 At the living eulogy, many members of the Las Vegas 
legal community gave testimony and shared a sense of the 
prepared loss of a man who exemplified excellence in lit-
igating the cases that came before the Court. Speakers, 
including then Las Vegas mayor Oscar Goodman shared 
stories of the innovative and cutting edge programs that 
Judge Brown introduced to the Las Vegas Municipal Court. 
Many of his programs have been incorporated into other 
Courts around the country. On the day of his funeral, the 
Las Vegas Municipal Courts were closed from 10 a.m. un-
til 3 p.m. in observance Judge Brown’s burial. 
 Judge Brown was a member of the American Judges 
Association. He is also a member and supporter of the 
March of Dimes and Big Brothers and Big Sisters. He 
served as a member of the Scottish Rites of Freemasonry 
and Masons Daylight Lodge No. 44. He is also a Shriner.
 Judge Brown has been presented with many other 
awards, including the Justice Achievement Award from the 
National Association for the Court Management. He was 
voted “Judge of the Year” by the Nevada Judges Associa-
tion and the National Judges Association recognized him 
as dedication to the legal system as well. Judge Seymore 
Brown died on June 16, 2000 of a liver ailment. He was 
seventy years old. 

Photo Not 
Available
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GEORGE 
HENRY
BROWN, JR.

…was born in 1939. His 
father worked on the rail-
road while his mother was 
a schoolteacher. He re-
ceived his undergraduate 
degree from Florida A&M 
University in Tallahassee, 
Florida in 1960. He trav-
eled to Washington, D.C. 

where he attended Howard University’s School of Law. In 
1967, he received his J.D. degree.
 After obtaining his law degree, Brown left Washington, 
D.C. settling in Memphis, Tennessee. He accepted a posi-
tion as a Conciliator for the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission serving from 1969 to 1971. He then became 
the Executive Director for the Memphis Area Legal Services 
serving as its’ head for two years. For the next nine years, 
Brown acted as private practice attorney. 
 In 1980, upon the death of Supreme Court Justice Joe 
W. Henry, Brown was appointed to his seat where he served 
from June 23, 1980 until August 7, 1980. Although he served 
for only a short term, his appointment gave him the distinc-
tion of being the first African American appointed to the 
Tennessee’s Supreme Court. After serving on the Court, he 
returned to his private practice business.
 Brown remained in private practice for three years be-
fore being selected in 1983 as a Circuit Court Judge of Thir-
tieth Judicial District at Memphis. During his time on the 
bench, Brown earned a reputation as a skillful and effec-
tive pre-trial settlement judge. Through pre-trial settlement 
conferences, he was able to bring resolution to many cas-
es, avoiding long and lengthy trails that may lie ahead if a 
resolution and/or settlement could not reached. Employing 
a productive, advantageous, beneficial, profitable, and sal-
utary mediation sessions, Brown became one of the most 
sought out mediators in the country. Combining his over 
thirty years of litigating and resolving disputes, his track re-
cord has shown that in his assessments, he has been fair to 
both the complainant and defendant. He would remain on 
the bench for the next twenty-two years until 2005.
 In 1992, while serving from the bench at the Circuit 
Court, Brown served on the Tennessee Supreme Court’s Dis-
pute Resolution Commission. He also served on the Court’s 
Judicial Performance Program Committee in 1995. A year 
later, he served on the Alternative Dispute Resolution Com-
mittee from 1996 through 2002.
 Brown retired from the Circuit Court bench in 2005, 
returning to private practice as a mediator and arbitrator 

with Resolute Systems in Memphis. At Resolute Systems, he 
focused his attention and expertise to Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR). During his time on the bench, Brown had 
constantly improved his mediation and arbitration skills by 
enrolling and completing advanced training courses. 
 His advanced mediation training includes completing 
the 40-Hour Certified Mediation Training provided by the 
Resolution Resources Corporation. In addition, he complet-
ed mediation training studying in Jeff Krivis’s Advanced Me-
diation Training Program and the International Academy of 
Mediators’s Advanced Mediation Training Program. He also 
completed the National Academy of Distinguished Neu-
trals’s Advanced Mediation Training.
 Brown applies his ADR experience to unresolved dis-
putes involving complex commercial, construction and con-
tract disputes. He handles cases involving personal injury, 
product liability, government contracting, employment mat-
ters, and professional malpractice. As a Rule 31 Listed Me-
diator, Brown adheres to the standards, rules and edits of the 
ADRC.
 Brown has received numerous awards during his ten-
ure both while on the bench as well as in his private prac-
tice business. He has been given the Sam A. Myar Award 
for Outstanding Service to the Legal Profession and to the 
Community, the Chancellor Charles A. Rond Outstanding 
Jurist Award, and the 2000 Hero of Pro Bono Representation 
Award. He also received an Outstanding Jurist Award and is 
a Fellow to the prestigious International Academy of Media-
tors (IAM) based in Toronto, Canada. 
 The by invitation only Fellowship from the IAM gives 
credence to both Brown’s mediation and arbitration exper-
tise by the IAM but also to the recognition given by his peers 
and those in the field. Fellows are gauged on the highest 
possible standards set by the IAM. A Fellow must be ethical 
and respected by their peers, foster the highest standards of 
integrity, and be competent in the mediation of commercial 
disputes. Brown, having the qualifications and certifications 
necessary to resolve the most complex of cases, is rated as 
“one of the best of the best”, according to Resolute Systems 
President Ryan Hamilton. 
 Outside of Brown’s mediation and arbitration profes-
sion, he and his family invested into private business. Team-
ing with his daughter, Laurita Jackson, the family opened 
Memphis Chemical and Janitorial Supply Inc. specializing 
in chemical and janitorial supplies. Jackson serves as the 
company’s President while Brown acts as Chief Executive 
Officer. Brown’s son, Hank, serves as the company’s Vice 
President. The company has grown to revenues of over $7 
million in sales per year with fifteen employees.



104

WILLIE 
LEWIS
BROWN, JR.

...was born on March 20, 
1934, in Mineola, Texas to 
Minnie Collins Boyd and Lewis 
Brown. The fourth of five chil-
dren, Brown’s childhood was 
marred by overt racism and pe-
riodic mob violence  surround-
ing voting rights and African 
Americans. During his youth, 

he worked several jobs to make his way including as a shoeshine boy in 
a whites-only barber shop,  a janitor, fry cook, and field hand. 
 He graduated, at the age of seventeen, from all-black and substan-
dard MacFarland High School and quickly left Mineola in August of 1951 
for San Francisco to live an his uncle. Originally wanting to attend Stan-
ford University but unable to be accepted, fortunately for Brown, his 
Stanford interviewer also taught at San Francisco State. Brown did not 
meet the qualifications for San Francisco State either, but the interviewer/
professor, impressed with his ambition, got him enrolled at SF State on 
probation.
 Working hard not to disappoint himself or the Professor, Brown 
quickly adjusted to college life and worked especially hard on his studies. 
He excelled. He joined the Young Democrats, tried to be a math instruc-
tor but campus politics fot in the way, became active in his church, and 
joined the San Francisco National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP). 
 To pay for his college tuition, Brown worked as a doorman, jani-
tor and shoe salesman. While at San Francisco State, Brown joined the 
ROTC and became a member of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity. He earned 
his Bachelor’s degree in Political Science from in 1955. Rather than serve 
military duties, Brown decided law school was a better option. Again 
working as a janitor to pay for school, in 1958, Brown attended The 
University of California’s Hastings College of the Law. He also was class 
President at Hastings. While still in school, Brown quit the ROTC and 
joined the National Guard Reserve where he was trained as a dental 
hygienist. 
 After graduation, Brown married Blanche Vitero, and had three chil-
dren, Susan, Robin, and Michael. After eighteen years, although they re-
mained married, the couple separated in 1976. Brown later had another 
daughter, Sydney Brown, by political fund raiser Carolyn Carpeneti.
 For almost ten years, Brown was one of the few African Americans 
that practiced law in San Francisco. He represented pimps, prostitutes, 
and other clients that more prominent attorneys passed on. After rep-
resenting Mario Savio on a civil disobedience arrest. he soon became 
involved in the civil rights movement. Protesting housing discrimination, 
Brown helped organize public protests, helped to attract media coverage 
for the protests, all of which gave him enough popularity to run for the 
California Assembly.
 After losing on his first try in 1962, he won a seat in his  second elec-
tion of 1964. Befriending future San Francisco Mayor George Moscone 
was key to Brown’s Victory. One four African Americans in the Assembly, 
he was reelected to the Assembly through 1995. Brown first served as 
the Chair of the Legislative Representation Committee, a position that 
helped him climb high into the Assembly ranks. In 1969, he became the 
Democrats’ Assembly whip, served on the Assembly Ways and Means 

Committee., and in  1972, delivered a speech at the Democratic Nation-
al Convention.
 A lobbyist for legalized homosexuality, Brown helped to successful-
ly pass the Consenting Adult Sex Bill gaining him the support of San Fran-
cisco’s gay community. He voted against AB 607, which sought to ban 
same-sex marriage. This vote gave Brown even more support  amongst 
gays and lesbians. 
 In 1980, Brown became the first African American Speaker of Cali-
fornia’s Assembly. He immediately began negotiations to 
end to a 64-day Assembly budget standoff. The standoff ended when then 
Governor Pete Wilson agreed to add another $1.1 billion dollars for pub-
lic schools. He led efforts for state universities to divest from South Africa 
and lobbied to increase AIDS research funding. He also helped obtain 
state funding for public health and mental health funds and worked to 
defeat the Three Strikes Law, which significantly increased the prison 
sentences of people convicted of a felony, having previously been con-
victed of two or more violent crimes or serious felonies. Those offenders 
at that time received life sentences as punishment.
 Forced by term limits out of office in 1994, Brown ran for Mayor of 
San Francisco. Running a campaign focused on poverty, Brown easily 
defeated the incumbent Mayor. His open invitation inaugural celebra-
tion party had over 10,000 attendees provided 10,000 meals to the the 
homeless. As Mayor, Brown called for the expansion of the city’s budget 
in order to provide for new employees and programs, proposing to hire 
1,392 new city workers. During his tenure, the city hired over 4,000 new 
employees. He oversaw the settling of the city’s garbage strike and while 
supported by most major developers and business leaders, he increased 
the city budget to $5.2 billion. His “100-Day Plan for Muni”, the city’s 
municipal bus system, was epic and controversial as it paid former gang 
members and troubled youth to patrol Muni buses. 
 San Francisco had a policy of punishing people for feeding the 
homeless. Brown ended this policy. To combat the city’s policy regarding 
the crackdowns on the conduct of the homeless in public places, specif-
ically, the drunkenness, urinating, defecating, and sleeping on the side-
walks, Brown introduced programs for job training and allocated $11 
million for drug treatment programs. To address homelessness, Browns 
administration spent hundreds of millions of dollars to create shelters, 
supportive housing, and drug treatment centers in San Francisco during 
his time as Mayor.
 Under his watch, San Fransisco witnessed phenomenal growth and 
restoration including that of City Hall and other historic waterfront build-
ings. Urban planning and development went on the rise with mixed use 
development projects, a second campus for the University of California, 
San Francisco, libraries and art museums were built, and the Moscone 
Convention Center and San Francisco International Airport’s were ex-
panded. After leaving the mayor’s office, Brown hosted a morning radio 
show, created a weekly podcast, and  established The Willie L. Brown, Jr. 
IInstitute on Politics & Public Service. The center trained students for ca-
reers in municipal, county and regional governments. He also continued 
his law practice.
 Brown became the regulatory lawyer for Wingz, a ride-sharing ser-
vice in 2012. He represented the company before the California Public 
Utilities Commission in their new regulations to legalize the ability of 
transportation networking companies to operate ridesharing services in 
California. In 2015, Brown was named to the Board of Directors of Glob-
al Blood Therapeutics, a San Francisco based biopharmaceutical com-
pany. As a gesture of gratitude, the western span of the Bay Bridge was 
officially named for Willie Brown.
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O SCAR 
CICERO
BROWN

…was born near Camden, 
Arkansas on December 
22, 1895 but was raised 
in Edwards, Mississippi. 
Growing up in the segre-
gated south of the Unit-
ed States and witnessing 
the racial divide between 
black and whites and the 
racism that ran rapid, 

Brown developed a separatism that he challenged, althgo-
ugh in a reverse manner. He preferred to be amongst his own 
black people and worked toward those ends. After compe-
leting high school, he traveled to Washington, D.C. to attend 
Howard University, a university created for the purpose of 
educating black students.
 Brown earned his undergraduate degree from Howard 
majoring in Commerce. He remained at Howard, attending 
their law school, to earn his law degree. While obtaining his 
degree, he organized a branch of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) on cam-
pus. He then joined the military to fulfill his draft obligations 
and served in World War II. During World War I, he served 
in France and was the first Lieutenant named to an all black 
regiment. He also became an Adjutant of the 351th Machine 
Gun Battalion.
 Returning from the war, he decided to make Chicago, 
Illinois his home. He took the Illinois State Bar exam, passed 
and received his law privileges in 1925. He first accepted a 
job with the Douglas National Bank as their Business Man-
ager. He then founded his law firm, Brown, Brown, Cyrus 
and Green, with three other lawyers. After several years 
practicing law, Brown began to focus on real estate and be-
gan a real estate business, Oscar C. Brown Real Estate Cor-
poration. He would sell the business two years later even 
though he remained involved in the industry as a real estate 
as a owner, administrator, developer, or activist.
 During the mid-1930s, Brown became dissatisfied with 
the state of race relations in the United States, as some things 
had changed since his early days back in Arkansas and Mis-
sissippi but not enough to his liking. He once more began 
to look at the idea of separatism. He gathered a group of 
like-minded intellectuals and developed a plan to create 
a separate state for blacks. At the time, the United States 
consisted of forty-nine states. Brown set out to create a for-
ty-ninth, controlled and ran by blacks. With that, the Na-
tional Movement for the Establishment of a 49th State was 

founded with a determination to control the economic and 
political destiny of African Americans.
 Although that idea never came to fruition, it did how-
ever, create a movement that centered on the treatment of 
blacks in America that addressed the concerns of the black 
community including lynchings by whites of the South and 
the racial divide by the whites of the North. His resolve led 
him to join in with the efforts of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and their 
representations of the civil rights of blacks in America.
 In 1940, Brown became the first Manager of the Ida 
B. Wells Homes. Named after famed Ida B. Wells, an Af-
rican American journalist and newspaper editor, the hous-
ing project was located in the Bronzeville neighborhood on 
the south side of Chicago. The public housing homes were 
built and operated by the Chicago Housing Authority a year 
before Brown took the Manager’s job. They, consisted of 
rowhouses and mid to high-rise apartments. They were the 
first of several public housing developments meant to house 
blacks arriving, escaping the racial Jim Crow laws of the 
South. They were one of the first developments that became 
referred to as “ghetto housing”.
 In those efforts, in 1944, Brown became the President 
of the Chicago branch of the NAACP. As President and be-
cause of his private business in real estate, Brown’s focus 
was the segregated housing in place in Chicago. He began 
to protest the conditions of the cities’ public housing and 
the issues surrounding the poverty of the black communities. 
His protest paid off when in 1964, he was appointed to the 
Real Estate Planning Committee of the Illinois Department 
of Registration and Education. He became the first African 
American to hold such a position. He now was able to ad-
dress his concerns from within the government sector. 
 Brown then turned his attention to issues surrounding 
the policing of the black neighborhoods of Chicago and 
the strong hand of the Chicago Police Department. Always 
thinking of the advancement of the black community and 
its’ economic growth, Brown became the President of the 
Chicago Negro Chamber of Commerce. In that role, he 
fought for the economic freedom of Chicago’s minority 
communities.
 As a member of the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity, social 
and civil duties were paramount to Brown’s professional ca-
reer and private life. Throughout his life, his desire was to 
help African Americans obtain a lifestyle that was both ben-
eficial to them and gave them an opportunity to improve the 
lives that they had. His resolve carried over to his son, Oscar 
Brown, Jr. who went on to become a successful singer, poet, 
and activist as well.
 Oscar Cicero Brown, Sr., after a lengthy illness, died 
on October 1, 1990 at the University of Chicago’s Bernard 
Mitchell Hospital. He was ninety-five years old.
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WILLIAM
H.
BROWN, III 

…was born on January 
19, 1928 in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. He attend-
ed public schools in Phil-
adelphia and graduated 
from Temple University in 
1942 also located in his 
hometown of Philadel-
phia. He earned his law 
degree in 1955 from the 
University of Pennsylvania 
Law School.

 He began his legal career working as a private practice at-
torney. There were very few African American attorneys at the 
time and his options for working for a large white law firm were 
slim, Brown joined with several other African American lawyers 
and formed Philadelphia’s first African American law firm, Nor-
ris Schmidt Green Harris Higginbotham & Brown. In addition to 
operating as a partner in the firm, Brown served as the Chief of 
the Fraud unit as well as a Deputy District Attorney for the City 
of Philadelphia.
 Brown would work for the next decade on building the firm 
with the help of his partners. He took a leave of absence in 1968 
when then President Lyndon Johnson appointed him to a po-
sition at the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
(EEOC). A year later, newly elected President Richard Nixon, 
named him Chairman. As the fourth Chairman of the Commis-
sion, he served for four years.
 As Chairman, Brown and the EEOC went to great lengths 
to establish its’ role as a vanguard in fighting discrimination 
affecting American life. The EEOC took on corporate America 
in a fight to ensure that discrimination ended in the services 
and products offered to minorities and the poor citizens in the 
country. Paramount to this fight was one taken on by the EEOC 
against telephone giant, AT&T. 
 AT&T was asking the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) for a for a rate hike. The EEOC interceded asserting that 
AT&T held discriminatory practices against women and minori-
ties, indicating the costs for telephone services were higher than 
they should be. The FCC denied the EEOC’s motion to intervene 
in the rate case, but agreed to conduct separate hearings on 
the matter. In those hearings, Brown, in his arguments, provided 
enough evidence to the FCC that several AT&T units were oper-
ating in a discriminatory manner. The case was settled. As other 
corporations watched the proceedings, they too fell in line with 
the settlement decree issued by the FCC and changed their hir-
ing and promoting practices and the costs they charged women 
and minorities for their services.
 With the FCC’s rulings, for the first time, corporations and 
other business entities now had a “watch dog” that had enforce-
ment powers aimed at eradicating discrimination in corporate, 
private and even government hiring practices and fees associ-
ated with the services rendered by a company. With those giv-

en powers, the EEOC under Brown’s tutelage went on to insti-
tute many lawsuits whenever discriminatory complaints were 
brought to light. Having the power to go directly to court on 
any discriminatory practices discovered, the EEOC was able to 
change the processes by which corporations viewed their po-
tential employees and gave the EEOC the power to set monetary 
damages against infractions which gave relief to thousands of 
American citizens.
 Although the EEOC had new enforcement powers, their 
work was really just beginning as some corporations sought to 
circumvent the ruling. Brown and the EEOC responded by hir-
ing more attorneys across the country to handle the thousands 
of complaints that poured in. The Commission’s attorney roster 
increased from 40 to over 250. 
 With increased complaints coming in, some major and 
some not, Brown needed to implement policies to ensure that 
every case was given the attention it deserved and that which 
the complainant was requesting. Brown instituted the Resource 
Allocation Program, which allocated EEOC’s funds according 
to both the size of the company involved in the complaint and 
the urgency of the complainant’s claim. The Program also took 
into consideration the magnitude of how the complaint could 
affect other employees on a regional or national scale and if the 
complaint needed to be heard by the court. Lastly, the Program 
looked to ensure that a claim against an individual company 
could be addressed in an expeditious manner as well.
 As Brown looked across the nation to enforce anti-discrimi-
natory practices, he also looked within the EEOC itself. He com-
pletely reorganized the Commission, ensuring that minorities 
and women were included in hiring opportunities at the EEOC, 
including Senior Executive level positions.

The fourth major accomplishment was the Resource Allocation 
Program, instituted in late1972. Forty percent of Commission 
resources were to be focused on handling major cases, looking 
at major employers and their practices nationwide. Of course, 
other federal agencies were not exempt from the enforcement 
laws given the EEOC and Brown applied them as any complaint 
arose.
 Leaving the EEOC, Brown returned to private practice, this 
time in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania with the firm Schnader Har-
rison Segal & Lewis LLP. He was still involved in discrimination 
cases, more so with employee discrimination and dispute reso-
lutions. He became an Aribitrator for the American Arbitration 
Association.
 In 1985, he was chosen as the Chair of the Philadelphia 
Special Investigation Commission investigating the “Operation 
MOVE” deadly incident. A historic tragedy had occurred in the 
city when City officials ordered the bombing of a rowhouse that 
housed a black organization that were protesting the economic, 
social, and political conditions of blacks in the city. The bomb-
ing created a fire that destroyed two-and-a-half city blocks and 
killed eleven people including children and caused millions of 
dollars in property damage.
 Brown still serves his constituents in Philadelphia with the 
firm Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP. 
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WYATT
C.
BROWNLEE 

…was born in Hodges, 
South Carolina in 1907. 
She was one of eleven 
children born to Eliza-
beth and James Brown-
lee. When she was 
fourteen years old, the 
family left South Caroli-

na and relocated to Cleveland, Ohio to escape the segre-
gated South’s racism and to make a better life. 
 Brownlee attended elementary, middle and high 
school in the Cleveland Public School system. Unfortu-
nately, by the time Brownlee reached high school, the 
family was struggling economically and Brownlee had 
to drop out of Kennard Junior High School, place his 
deserved education on hold in order to help the family 
survive its’ financial woes. While helping the family by 
taking on odd jobs or whatever home tasks were assigned 
to him, Brownlee’s desire for an education became even 
more important to him.
 To continue his education path, he attended night 
school on a part time bases in order to obtain his high 
school diploma. Although it took longer than it should 
have, Brownlee persisted in his studies and eventually 
completed his course studies and graduated from ‘‘FDR’’ 
Junior College in 1936 at the age of twenty-nine. He then 
set in motion his goal of going to college.
 Brownlee was able to enroll into Fenn College in 
Cleveland, now Cleveland State University and gradu-
ated from the school in 1940. He continued his pursuit 
of higher education at the same school by entering the 
Cleveland Marshall Law School. He received his law de-
gree two years later.
  After passing the Ohio Bar, Brownlee began his ca-
reer in private practice. He was able to gain employment 
as a Cleveland City Prosecutor and Acting City Law Di-
rector. In 1957, he was appointed as a Cleveland Munic-
ipal Court Referee.
 He went on to become an Ohio Assistant Attorney 
General. In 1977, he received the appointment as a Cleve-
land Municipal Court Judge, where he remained until his 
retirement in 1981. After his retirement, Brownlee contin-
ued to practice law as a private practice attorney. Having 
a strong belief in God, his faith has carried him through-

out his life and has given him strong determination and 
a moral compass to judge according to the fairness and 
edits of the law he was abided to enforce. 
 Brownlee has been recognized and awarded by the 
Cleveland community that he served, his fellow judges 
and associates, and many of the attorneys that have come 
before the court. He has been named in the National Bar 
Association’s ‘‘Who’s Who” as well as the ‘‘Who’s Who” 
in American Law. The Black Lawyers and Black Judges As-
sociation have honored Brownlee for his services.
 Of his professional memberships, Brownlee is a life-
time member of the Cleveland Marshall Alumni Associ-
ation; the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.; and the Prince 
Hall Masonic Organization. 
 Judge Wyatt C. Brownlee died on May 28, 2009 at the 
golden age of one hundred and two years old.
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WILLIAM
BENSON
BRYANT 

…was born on September 
18, 1911 in Wetumpka, 
Alabama. His mother was 
a housewife and his father 
worked as a railroad por-
ter. When he was one year 
old, the family moved to 
Washington, D.C. after his 
grandfather had to flee to 

escape a mob set out to lynch him.
 Bryant graduated from D.C.’s Dunbar High School. He at-
tended to Washington, D.C’s Howard University working as a 
night elevator operator to pay his college tuition. He earned his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1932. He remained at the university 
to obtain his law degree from the law school. He graduated first 
in his law class at the Howard Law School in 1939.
 After leaving Howard, Bryant accepted a job in the Po-
litical Science Department at Howard, as the Chief Research 
Assistant to Chair Ralph Bunche. Professor Bunch, at the time, 
was working with Gunnar Myrdal, a Swedish economist and 
sociologist who would later win a Nobel Memorial Prize, on a 
study of American race relations as “An American Dilemma: The 
Negro Problem and Modern Democracy”. Bryant was charged 
with gathering facts that became central to the study. Unable to 
use the D.C. Bar Association’s library, as the association did not 
allow blacks in their ranks, he was able to sneak into the library 
at night with the help of black court employees. Bunche would 
win a Nobel Peace Prize for his landmark study, thanks to the 
research conducted by Bryant.
 In 1943, Bryant was drafted into the United States Army. He 
served in Europe during World War II and reached the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel. After four years of military service, he left 
the Army and returned to Washington, D.C. and was given a 
partnership in the law firm by Charles Hamilton Houston. Hous-
ton had served as Dean of the Howard Law School when Bryant 
attended. As a partner in the powerful African American law 
firm of Houston, Bryant & Gardner, he became the legal counsel 
for the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People. He also taught as an Adjunct Professor of Law at his 
alma mater, Howard University.
 Bryant left private practice to accept a job with the United 
States Attorney General’s Office. He was one of the few Afri-
can American U.S. Assistant Attorney Prosecutors in the nation’s 
capital to serve during that time. In 1954, he returned to private 
practice.
 Back in the private sector, as a criminal defense lawyer, Bry-
ant would handle several prominent cases. In the 1957 case 
of Mallory v. United States argued before the United States Su-

preme Court, Bryant won a unanimous decision from the Court 
that opinioned that Andrew Roosevelt Mallory, a nineteen year 
old man charged with rape and interrogated for seven hours 
until a confession was given, was not told of his right to legal 
counsel and his right to remain silent. Bryant was able to win a 
verdict by arguing violations of Due Process under the Federal 
Rules of Criminal Procedure. From that case, the McNabb-Mal-
lory Rule” was established to protect the rights of alleged crim-
inals. The McNabbe-Mallory Rule was the precursor to the Mi-
randa Rule, which was later established by the Supreme Court 
giving broader rights and protections to alleged wrongdoers. 
 In 1965, then President Lyndon Johnson appointed Bryant 
to a seat on the United States District Court for the District of 
Columbia. Once confirmed, Bryant was given several high pro-
file cases to adjudicate. In a 1972 case, he dismissed a 1969 
lower case ruling involving the union elections of the United 
Mine Workers of America. Plaintiffs in the case claimed voter 
fraud and voter intimidation, which included the murder of the 
losing candidate, Joseph Yablonski. 
 Judge Bryant ordered new elections and called in the U.S. 
Department of Labor to oversee the new elections. The winner 
of the previous and questionable election, W.A. Boyle, was de-
feated in the new election. He was eventually charged and con-
victed in the murder of Yablonski.
 In 1975, Judge Bryant ruled that height requirement for 
Washington, D.C.  fire fighters was illegal. In 1979, in a case 
involving the Church of Scientology. He ruled unconstitutional 
illegal searches of the church’s offices. In then President Richard 
M. Nixon’s infamous Watergate scandal, Judge Bryant ordered 
Nixon to turn over the audiotapes that lead to his impeachment. 
In a case that became one of the longest running cases in the 
Court’s history and involved the City of Washington, D.C., “D.C. 
Jail v. Jackson”, he found in favor of Bryant’s client Jackson, rul-
ing that the D.C. jail conditions violated the U.S. Constitution’s 
Eighth Amendment’s ban on “cruel and unusual punishment”.
 In 1977, Judge Bryant was appointed as Chief Judge of the 
D.C. Court. He served in that capacity for four years. On January 
31, 1982, he assumed senior status. He continued to adjudicate 
cases for the next twenty-three years.
 Judge William B. Bryant died on November 13, 2005. He 
was ninety-four years old. In his honor, his fellow Judges at the 
U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia proposed to then 
by President George W. Bush to rename the new annex at the 
E. Barrett Prettyman United States Courthouse in Washington, 
D.C. after him. The President agreed and two days before Judge 
Bryant died, President Bush signed the Executive Order. 
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ALICE
GRESHAM
BULLOCK 

   In 1979, Bullock 
joined the faculty of 
the Howard University 
School of Law where 
she served as a profes-
sor. Over the next twen-
ty years, she would rise 
through the faculty 

ranks to positions as Associate Dean, Interim Dean, Acting 
Dean, and ultimately, Dean of the law school. She would 
serve as Dean for five years. Bullock has also served the 
university as Associate Dean for Academic Affairs.
 Under Bullock’s leadership, Howard’s School of Law 
realized remarkable achievements. A new 76,000 square-
feet, four-story, state-of-the-art, library was built on the 
university campus. She is credited with increased alumni 
giving and donations and the creation of new and inno-
vative programs, which increased student enrollment. Of 
all of the law schools graduates, ninety-seven percent of 
them were placed successfully into employment in their 
designated fields of law.
 Bullock improved the school’s information technolo-
gy platforms, which enhanced and improved administra-
tive functions and academic curriculums and programs. 
She was able to earn the school its’ continued accredita-
tion after a vigorous accreditation review process under-
taken by the American Bar Association.
 In 1992, the Association of American Law Schools 
(AALS) appointed Bullock as its’ Deputy Director. As Dep-
uty Director, she instituted policies and programs aimed 
at improving educational initiatives for the members of 
AALS member schools of law. She staffed the working 
committees, created programs on professional develop-
ment, and developed student curriculums. She conducted 
research on creating effective strategies to recruit skilled 
faculty members of color for law schools across the coun-
try. In 1994, she left the AALS.
 Because of her wide range of expertise in a variety 
of topics, Bullock became a frequent speaker to national 
and international groups. She spoke on issues surround-
ing income tax, mental health, philanthropy, and social 
policy. She also wrote articles and printed publications on 
subjects related to her topics of expertise. In her article, 
“Taxes, Social Policy and Philanthropy: The Untapped 

Potential of Middle and Lower-Income Taxpayers,” she 
spoke on the subject of charitable contribution deduc-
tions and the impacts they have on people of color as it 
relates to the argument of the deductions being a subsidy 
for the rich.
 Bullock served as Fellow of the American Bar Foun-
dation and is an elected member of the American Law 
Institute. She served the National Underground Freedom 
Center as a member of its’ National Advisory Board. She 
served as an independent Director for the Board of Direc-
tors of the Calvert Group, a leading company in the field 
of socially responsible mutual fund investments, and as 
a Board of Trustees member of the North Country School 
District. Bullock has served as the Vice-Chair of the Mont-
gomery County, Maryland Charter Review Commission 
and is a member of Leadership Washington.
 Bullock has received numerous awards over her pro-
fessional career. She has received the Howard Student Bar 
Association’s, “Outstanding Service Award”, the Mid-At-
lantic Faculty of Color’s, “Outstanding Dean Award”, and 
the National Association for Equal Opportunity in Higher 
Education’s, “President’s Distinguished Service Award”. 
Bullock also was awarded the National Bar Association’s, 
“Gertrude B. Rush Award”, was named by the Washingto-
nian Magazine as, “One of the Most Powerful Women in 
Washington”, and was given an Honorary Doctor of Laws 
Degree by Suffolk University in Boston, Massachusetts.
 As a prominent legal educator, bullock has taken de-
tailed views on legal issues related to taxation and family 
wealth transfers, i.e., estates, trusts, and wills. She is an 
advocate for developing social policies aimed at securing 
social justice for everyone, specifically, low to middle-in-
come citizens. Her work in legal education on behalf of 
minority groups has been groundbreaking and has helped 
to bring financial security to many.
 Bullock is a member of the American Bar Associa-
tion Committee on Teaching Taxation and the American 
Law Institute, the Brigham Young University Law School 
the Board of Visitors. She also serves on the Board of Di-
rectors of the Council on Legal Education Opportunity. 
In addition, Bullock serves the Institute for Independent 
Education as a member of their Board of Trustees.
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ARTHUR
L.
BURNETT, SR. 

…was born in 1935 in 
Sportsylvania County, 
Virginia located about 
seventy miles southwest 
of Washington, D.C.. He 
attended Summit Elemen-
tary before graduating 
from John H. Wright High 
School. He matriculated 
to Howard University in 

Washington, D.C. to begin his undergraduate studies where he 
graduated summa cum laude majoring in Political Science and 
carried a minor in Economics. He went on to attend Summers 
College before obtaining his law degree from New York Univer-
sity in 1958. As very gifted student, he placed tenth in his class 
and received a Founder’s Day Award for his studies. While at-
tending college, Burnett, an opponent of segregation in schools 
and in public facilities, took his message to the airwaves on a 
radio talk show accompanied by Congressman Adam Clayton 
Powell. As a young man, Burnett was a vanguard for equal rights 
for the poor and African Americans.
 He began his legal career at the United States Department 
of Justice (DOJ) in the Criminal Division after being accepted 
into the Attorney General’s Honors Program. In working at the 
DOJ, Burnett’s specialty centered on fraud, obscenity and public 
integrity criminal cases. He served as a Special Prosecutor for 
several years before being named an Assistant United States At-
torney in Washington,
D.C., where for four years, he prosecuted a variety of cases in-
cluding capital murder. At the DOJ, Burnett was fortunate to be 
able to work alongside another great, Attorney General Robert 
F. Kennedy, in his campaign to provide equality and fairness in 
the U.S.’s criminal system. 
  In 1968, he served as Legal Advisor to Washington D.C.’s 
Metropolitan Police Department ensuring compliance and law-
ful respect of the rights of people of color despite their back-
ground or lineage. In 1969, at the young age of thirty-four, Bur-
nett was named a United States Magistrate Judge, the first African 
American ever appointed to the position. As a judge, one of his 
concerns was the improvement of bail procedures, preliminary 
hearing schedules, and as overall judicial re-education having 
a purpose of bringing equal treatment of the law to anyone ap-
pearing in the federal court system. In that, he became a general 
Jurisdiction Court Judge. He served in that capacity for six years.
 In 1975, he became the Legal Advisor for the United States 
Civil Service System. A year later he served as the Legal Advisor 
to the President Gerald Ford on all civil service and personnel 
laws in the United States. He was a Chief Representative of the 

President as it related to pending bills before the U.S. Congress 
that dealt with federal personnel and staff.
 In 1980, Burnett was appointed to the United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia for the second time as the 
United States Magistrate. He remained on the bench for seven 
years before being appointed by President George H.W. Bush to 
take a seat on the bench of the Superior Court of the District of 
Columbia. He would sit on the bench for seventeen years.
 In October of 1998, Judge Burnett retired from the Superior 
Court taking Senior Judge status, reducing his court workload 
to volunteer at the Children’s Defense Fund (CDF), a children’s 
advocacy organization founded by Marian Wright Edeleman. 
The CDF has as its’ mission to assist in the legal issues affecting 
children including abuse, adoptions, foster care, juvenile delin-
quency, neglect, and parental rights. As a Senior Judge, Burnett 
continued to hear cases as needed at the Superior Court.
 In 2004, in order to serve full-time as the National Execu-
tive Director, National African American Drug Policy Coalition 
(NAADPC), he took a two-year leave of absence from the Supe-
rior Court. The NAADPC was founded April 1, 2004 with Bur-
nett as its’ first Executive Director. Composing of nine entities 
having a mutual understanding to work together to reduce and 
prevent illegal drug usage and eradicate the crimes associated 
with the illegal activity. 
 At the NAADPC, Burnett purposefully addressed the in-
equities in the federal criminal justice system when it came to 
the disproportional effects of drug law enforcement on the poor 
and people of color. Comprised of professional organizations, 
behavioral scientists, dentists, lawyers, nurses, social workers, 
sociologists, and psychologists, each signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding committing their resources, time an energies for 
the purpose of helping children combat their drug usages.
 A member of the Phi Beta Kappa Fraternity, Burnett has long 
been involved with helping others. He sits on many committees 
and happily shares much his time for the betterment of children. 
He serves as a member of the American Bar Association Steering 
Committee on the Unmet Legal Needs of Children, serves as the 
Chair of the National Bar Association Juvenile Justice Task Force, 
and the Chair of its Juvenile Justice Committee. 
 He also serves as a member of the Board of Director’s of 
the National Association for Children of Alcoholics, serves as 
a member of the District of Columbia Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, Inc., as well as serving on several committees in Bar 
Associations across the country that centers on criminal justice 
issues. In 2013, Burnett began serving as a Civil Rights “Legend” 
for Capital City Charter School students as a part of Street Law’s 
Closing the Gap Initative, a program designed to teach students 
about the importance of the Civil Rights Movement.
 Judge Arthur L. Burnett, Sr. is a very busy man with it seems 
more to do. His awards and citations are far to vast to list here, 
however, his biggest reward is that of turning the lives of chil-
dren around allowing them to take part in the wonderful life that 
lies ahead.
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ZINETTA
ARCENEAUX
BURNETT

…was born in 1941 in 
Houston, Texas to Thel-
ma and John Arcene-
aux, both having Lou-
isiana Creole origins. 
She was the second of 
four children. At the 
age of seventeen, she 
became a teen mother 

to her only child, Sharon Maria Burney. She was forced 
to drop out of school to have the baby as Houston, at that 
time, had no school for pregnant teens.
 Burney married the father of her baby, however, the 
two were divorced when she was nineteen. She was un-
educated, unemployed, and unemployable. Despite be-
ing a mother at a young age, her family supported her and 
her father pushed her to continue her education and life 
would be okay for her. She used her experience in raising 
a child, as a child herself, and two years later she became 
a Licensed Vocational Nurse (LVN), obtained her G.E.D. 
and got a job. She received a nursing position at St. Eliz-
abeth’s Hospital, one of the two hospitals in Houston that 
African American doctors could practice.
 Burney enrolled into Texas Southern University in 
Houston where she earned her Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Mathematics in 1967. She got a job as a substitute 
teacher where she stayed for one year. She then received 
a job f rom the Shell Research and Development Com-
pany. She learned to write in Fortran before deciding to 
change careers from nursing to law. 
 Burney then entered the Thurgood Marshall School of 
Law at Texas Southern University, also located in Hous-
ton, where she obtained her law degree in 1974. The fol-
lowing year, she was admitted to the Texas State Bar. By 
that time, she was thirty-four years old and her daughter, 
Sharon, was in high school.
 Burney began her legal career as Senior Partner in 
her own law firm, Burney & Foreman. The firm was qual-
ified by the Bond Buyers Book to practice in the law ar-
eas of Public Finance and Public Securities. She became 
involved with her local community, which garnered her 
clients. 
 In 2005, Judge Burney was elected as a Presiding Jus-
tice of the Peace of Harris County Court Precinct 7, Place 
2. As a Justice of the Peace, unlike other elected Judges, 
Burney was able to maintain her private practice law firm. 

Judge Burney presided in a precinct in an area that was 
predominately African American and referred to as “Third 
Ward Texas”, which is one of the reasons she was elect-
ed. She also served as a Special Judge for various Harris 
County Criminal Courts.
 Burney was appointed by then by Governor Ann Rich-
ards to serve on the Board of Regents to the University of 
Houston. She served on the Transition Coordinating Com-
mittee to Mayor Lee P. Brown’s administration and served 
on the Board of the United Way of Texas Gulf Coast. She 
also served on the Board of Commissioners for the Hous-
ing Authority of the City of Houston, the Jesse Jackson 
Academy, the Donald R. Watkins Aids Foundation, and 
the Main Street Market Square Redevelopment Authority. 
Burney also served as a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of Main Street Coalition, Old Spanish Trail/Almeda 
Corridors, the Redevelopment Authority, the South Main 
Center Association, and the Third Ward Redevelopment 
Council.
 Judge Burney is a Senior Fellow of the Gulf Coast 
Chapter of the American Leadership Forum. She is a 
member of the Houston Bar Association and the Houston 
Lawyers Association. She is also a member of the Nation-
al Bar Association and the State Bar of Texas. In addition, 
Judge Burney is a member of the United States District 
Court and the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit.
 Burney has received numerous awards during her dis-
tinguished legal career. She has been recognized for her 
achievements by many association, organizations, and 
charities, including:

–  The Alpha Kappa Alpha, Omega Chapter
–  The City of Houston
–  The City of Houston Housing Authority 
–  The Houston Black Firefighters Association 
–  The Houston Defender
–  The Houston Lawyers Association
–  The Houston Sun
–  The Houston Television Channel 13, Women 
       of Distinction Award
–  The National Association for the Advancement 
       of Colored People,¬ Alex Award
–  The Missouri City Chapter of Links, Inc.
–  The Prestage Woods Women’s Legal Society
–  The Riverside General Hospital
–  The Texas Legislative Black Caucus
–  The Thurgood Marshall School of Law
–  The United Cerebral Palsy Association
–  The United Negro College Fund
–  The YMCA
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WILLIAM
BURNEY

…was born on April 23, 
1951 in Augusta, Maine. 
His family moved to Li-
tchfield, Maine when he 
was very young. When 
Burney was ten years 
old, the family relocat-
ed back to Augusta. His 

parents were heavily involved in the political and social 
affairs in Augusta and throughout the state of Maine and 
were well respected by their fellow town citizens. 
 Burney was a good student both academically and 
athletically. He was an honor roll student and was re-
spected by his fellow student athletes and his teachers as 
well. He graduated from Coney High School in 1969, the 
only high school that African Americans could attend in 
the city at the time.
 He enrolled into Boston University, in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts to earn his undergraduate degree. Boston Uni-
versity, as were many college campuses across the Unit-
ed States, was in a social upheaval. Racial tensions were 
high. as African Americans demanded their fair share of 
the American dream. Both black and white students took 
their frustrations out in campus demonstrations demand-
ing civil rights for black students. 
 Burney had grown up in a predominately white envi-
ronment in Maine. Although he did suffer discrimination 
and racism as a child, he was not exposed to that which 
was occurring in Boston. Caught between his upbring-
ing and that of his fellow students, when it came to race 
relations, Burney was caught in the middle. He chose a 
political platform based on interracial interactions within 
politics.
 While at Boston University, Burney’s spent his social 
time in primarily white circles. As he spent more time in 
Boston, he became to feel the effects of his blackness. 
He suffered some discriminatory situations, which began 
to change his attitude as he looked at race relations. He 
made new friendships with other black students and de-
veloped stronger ties with African American heritage. He 
joined a African American fraternity and began to take 
on the fight for African American civil rights in his own 
“interracial” way. He would earn his Bachelor’s degree 
in Public Communication, leaving Boston University in 
1973.

 He then entered the University of Southern Maine in 
Portland to earn his law degree. He completed his studies 
in 1977. With his new law degree, he returned to Boston 
to begin his law career.
 In Boston, Burney took a job working for a real estate 
developer that built low-income homes for the underpriv-
ileged across eastern coastal states. After seven years in 
the housing industry, Burney returned to his hometown 
of Augusta where he entered the local political scene. 
Within two years, he had become the City Councilor.
 In 1988, with his popularity at an all time high and 
with the work he performed for the City of Augusta, Bur-
ney entered the race for Mayor of Augusta. He easily won 
the votes of the residents of the city and was elected by 
a landslide as Augusta’s new Mayor. He became the first 
African American to be ever elected to the predominately 
white city.
 With his victory, congratulations and well wishes 
poured in from elated city citizens, state elected officials, 
residents from throughout the state, and national civil 
rights leaders. His historic win, especially in a mostly 
white electoral district, gave a lift and hope to other can-
didates that sought elected offices.
 As Mayor, Burney was able move the city into one 
that was open to change and he worked to ensure that 
change was one that served all people. He used the same 
“interracial” attitude he had in conference, yet was cog-
nizant of the perils that African Americans had suffered 
and were suffering throughout Maine and the United 
States. He introduced campaigns to beautify the city and 
to attract more people to move to Maine, which many 
more did, increasing the city populations to levels that no 
one could have imagined.
 Burney was elected to a second term in the next elec-
tion. He continued the same growth and inclusion pro-
grams that he instituted in his first term as Mayor. When 
his second term was over, Burney left politics and turned 
to private industries. He became a business consultant 
to many local entrepreneurs and assisted them with their 
legal issues, still a well respected man.
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MARGARET
BURNHAM

…was born 1944 and grad-
uated with her undergrad-
uate degree from Tougaloo 
College in Tougaloo, Mis-
sissippi, not far from Jack-
son. She received her Juris 
Doctorate degree from the 
University of Pennsylvania 
School of Law in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania. She 

then joined forces with the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People (NAACP).
 As a practicing attorney for the NAACP, Burnham began 
taking on cases for the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
mittee in Mississippi. As a young black woman, she was unafraid 
of the dangerous and life-threatening conditions she faced in 
the Deep South as she performed her work litigating cases for 
civil rights activists and advocates fighting for equal justice in 
Mississippi. Her strength lay in research and procedures, which 
years later would lead her into correcting the wrongs in many of 
the cases that she and other NAACP attorneys were attempting 
to litigate then.
 Burnham began her legal career as an attorney for the 
NAACP in their Legal Defense and Educational Fund Depart-
ment. She moved to Boston, Massachusetts where she soon 
made a name for herself in Boston’s legal circles. She worked 
as a public defender for a period of time and as a partner in a 
civil rights law firm. Her hard work paid off when in 1977, she 
was appointed as an Associate Justice to the Boston Municipal 
Court. She became the first African American woman to serve in 
the judiciary of the state of Massachusetts. She served the bench 
for five years.
 In 1982, she became a partner in a Boston law firm that 
focused on civil rights cases. Burnham would add international 
human rights to the firm’s expertise. Her international law acu-
men would bring her an opportunity years later when South Af-
rican President and civil rights activists Nelson Mandela chose 
Burnham to his 1993 commission that investigated human 
rights violations in South Africa’s African National Congress. 
From that commission, the South African Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission was formed.
 In 2002, Burnham joined the faculty Northeastern Uni-
versity School of Law in Boston, Massachusetts. She currently 
runs the Civil Rights and Restorative Justice Project (CRRJ) at 
Northeastern. The purpose of the project is for her and her stu-
dents examine Civil Rights cases of years past and to correct the 
historical records surrounding the cases, brining closure and 
justice to the victims and their families.
 In her findings, she has revealed that some civil rights ac-
tivists were murdered for their work while others were wrong-

fully charged with crimes and sentenced to prison where they 
may have died or served out their sentences unjustly. Burnham 
and her students have uncovered unpunished crimes and have 
brought light to the racist injustices. In some of the cases, cor-
recting the record has brought a closure to some and unveiled 
the atrocities of others.
 In 2008, Burnham served as one of the attorneys to litigate 
the landmark federal lawsuit brought against Franklin County, 
Mississippi. After a documentary was produced and aired by 
David Ridgen of the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation show-
casing the 1964 kidnapping, torture, and killing of nineteen 
year old Henry Hezekiah Dee and Charles Eddie Moore, the 
case was re-opened by federal officials. During discovery, it was 
determined that Franklin County law enforcement officers were 
involved in the killings. As a result of the investigations, James 
Ford Seale was charged and convicted of the forty-three year 
old murders and sentenced to three life terms. 
 Burnham then brought suit against Franklin County, Missis-
sippi on behalf of the surviving family members. The case was 
settled for an undisclosed amount. In litigating the victorious 
case, the settlement was the first settlement for damages ever 
granted against a public entity for their role in Ku Klux Klan 
activities.
 In one of her cases involving John Earle Reese, a six-
teen-year old East Texas boy who was shot to death in 1955 by 
a white man hoping to bring terror to local blacks who planned 
to open a new school, two men were arrested and tried. Unfor-
tunately, neither of the men spent a day in jail. Although neither 
spent time in prison, the residents of the small Texas town did 
get satisfaction in knowing who committed the crime. 
 During the time of the killing, blacks had no political pow-
er, had no vote, and dared not to buck the system to inquire 
about the killings or to make a call for justice for fear of being 
murdered as well. There were no African American police offi-
cers, no African American Sheriffs, no African American Judges, 
and no African American lawyers that they could call on for 
help. They were locked out of the system with no voice to be 
heard. 
 Reese’s name had been forgotten in the annals of history 
until Burnham and her students, after two years of research, 
uncovered the truth. Burnham and her students became the 
voice for young Reese even though no one was punished for the 
crime. For her dedicated work on the case, Rusk County, Texas, 
named a road in honor of Reese and created a small memorial 
in remembrance of Reese.
 In 2016, Burnham was invited t to the prestigious Carn-
egie Fellows Program. The program is provided to only thir-
ty-three recipients nationwide and gives grants up to $200,000 
to support research that challenges democratic and internation-
al order. She is also a former fellow of the Bunting Institute at 
Radcliffe College in Cambridge, Massachusetts. In addition, 
Burnham has given time at Harvard University’s W.E.B. DuBois 
Institute for Afro-American Studies.
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W.
HAYWOOD
BURNS 

…was born on June 15, 
1940 in Peekskill, New 
York. His mother worked 
as a domestic and his fa-
ther harvested tobacco and 
drove as a deliveryman. He 
received his undergraduate 
degree from Harvard Col-

lege in Cambridge, Massachusetts with honors. 
 Before graduating, Burns received a Harvard fellowship, 
which allowed him to study in Cambridge, England for a year. 
He conducted research on black Muslims in the United States 
and wrote a book entitled, “The Voices of Negro Protest in 
America”. The book was published when he returned to the 
U.S. in 1963.
 For his law degree, Burns attended Yale University in New 
Haven, Connecticut graduating in 1966. In his first legal posi-
tion, Burns joined the New York law firm of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, 
Wharton & Garrison. He was with the firm for a very brief time 
before fortunately becoming the law clerk for New York District 
Court Judge Constance Baker Motley.
 After working as Motley’s law clerk, Burns became the 
Assistant Counsel to the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People’s (NAACP) Legal Defense and Education 
Fund Inc. (LDF). In 1968, Burns served as the General Counsel 
to Martin Luther King’s Poor People’s Campaign. He represented 
black activist and Black Panther Party member Angela Davis in a 
murder trial and served on the defense team representing rioting 
inmates at New York’s Attica Prison. 
 In the Attica case in 1974, at a hearing before a U.S, Sen-
ate Committee looking into the causes of the Attica riot, Burns 
charged then Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller with the respon-
sibility for “human tragedy that ranks in the annals of nation-
al disgrace with My Lai”, a Vietnam War massacre reference. 
Burns was also one of the founders of the National Conference 
of Black Lawyers and. He took on cases of people who struggled 
for self-determination and equal justice under the law.
 In 1977, Burns became the founding Dean of the City Col-
lege Urban Legal Studies Program at the City University of New 
York School of Law at Queens College. He served in that posi-
tion for ten years. He later became the Dean the Law School 
at the City University of New York (CUNY) in New York City. 
He also served as a Visiting Scholar at Yale Law School in New 
Haven, Connecticut.
 On April 2, 1996, while traveling in South African to attend 
the International Association of Democratic Lawyers conference 
in Cape Town, South Africa, Burns was killed in an automobile 
accident. Dying along with him was CUNY Associate Professor 

of Law, M. Shanana Gilbert. A truck ran a red light near Cape 
Town at a high rate of speed striking the car broadside, killing 
those inside. The two had been invited by the South African 
government to speak at the conference on matters related to 
democracy, international law, and the drafting of South Africa’s 
new constitution. Burns was fifty-five years old when he died.
 At CUNY, Burns had stepped down as the Dean of the law 
school in 1944 choosing to serve the school as a Professor of 
Law than the Dean of the school. He taught courses on “Race 
and Law”, “Critical Race Theory”, and “Constitutional Law”. In 
his teaching, Burns took a strong position for human rights and 
was not hesitant to criticize those in power for any misdeeds 
toward the civil and human rights of others. 
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ROLAND
WALLACE
BURRIS 

...was born on August 3, 
1937 in Centralia, Illinois. 
He graduated from Cen-
tralia High School in 1955 
and attended Southern Illi-
nois University Carbondale 
completing his undergrad-
uate degree in 1959 with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 

Political Science. He then accepted a scholarship to become 
an exchange student at the University of Hamburg in Germany 
where he studied  International Law. He returned to the United 
States and Washington, D.C. where he enrolled into Howard 
University’s School of Law. He earned a Juris Doctor degree in 
1963.
 After completing his law degree requirements, Burris ac-
cepted a position with the Office of the Comptroller of the 
Currency for the U.S. Treasury Department as a National Bank 
Examiner. After one year, he took a job with the Continental Illi-
nois National Bank and Trust Company as its’ Vice President. He 
also served as the banks tax accountant, tax consultant, com-
mercial banking officer.
 In 1973, then Illinois Governor Dan Walker appointed 
Burris as Director of the Department of Central Management 
Services. He left to become the National Executive Director 
and Chief Operating Officer for Operation PUSH in Chicago. In 
1977, he left that position to open his own private practice.
 In 1978, Burris ran and was elected as Illinois Comptroller. 
His election made him the first African American to be elect-
ed to a statewide office in the State of Illinois. He would be 
re-elected in the 1982 and 1986 general elections. In 1984, 
Burris ran unsuccessfully for the Democratic seat in the U.S. 
Senate. In 1985, he was appointed the Vice-Chairman of the 
Democratic National Committee.
 In 1990, Burris was elected as Illinois Attorney General 
where he served until 1995. He was the second African Ameri-
can in the U.S. to be elected Attorney General. Under his lead-
ership, he oversaw the duties of over 500 lawyers. 
 In 1985, Burris office convicted nineteen year old Rolando 
Cruz and a co-defendant in the kidnapping, rape and murder of 
a ten year old girl. Convicted, Cruz appealed. Burris assigned 
Attorney General Mary Brigid Kenney, to fight Cruz’s appeal. 
After reviewing the initial case, Kenney recommended to Bur-
ris that he reverse the conviction citing wrongful prosecution. 
Rather than prosecute as  Burris ordered, she resigned. In 1995, 
DNA evidence proved that semen found at the crime scene did 
not belong to Cruz nor the Co-defendant. They were exonerated 
and the State of Illinois placed a moratorium on the death pen-
alty in the state.

 In 1993, Burris orchestrated Chicago’s first Gun Turn-in 
Day. Unfortunately, it was later discovered that Burris himself 
had not turned in his own handgun as his program asked of 
others. In 1994, he ran for the Governor’s Office but was unsuc-
cessful. A year later, he ran for Mayor of Chicago as an Indepen-
dent. He lost that campaign as well. Four years later, he tried 
again, and again lost. He returned to private practice.
 By 2008, Burris had become an Independent Director and 
was Chairman of the Governance and Nominating Committee 
for Inland Real Estate Corporation, a $2 billion Real Estate Invest-
ment Trust (REIT), and listed on the New York Stock Exchange. 
Burris’ responsibilities focused on audits. During that time, he 
was also an djunct Professor in the Master of Public Administra-
tion Program at Southern Illinois University Carbondale.
 After U.S. Senator Barack Obama won the U.S. Presidential 
nomination, then Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich appointed 
Burris to replace Obama in Congress. Unfortunately for Burris, 
several Illinois state legislature members refused to sign or en-
dorse the nomination citing infractions in the rules process and 
that Blagojevich’s nomination process needed further scrutiny 
as he was under and impeachment process and investigation 
by the FBI for alleged pay-to-play policies uncovered. Burris 
was eventually given the seat by the Illinois legislature but once 
he arrived in Washington, D.C. to be sworn in as U.S. Senator, 
members of Congress refused to seat him stating that any nom-
inee of Blagojevich’s should be slosely vetted. Burris, despite 
the upheaval was sworn into Congress by Vice President Dick 
Cheney on January 15, 2009.
 In the subsequent Congressional hearings over the matter 
and from results of the FBI investigation of Blagojevich, it was 
discovered that Burris and the Governor and/or his representa-
tive(s) had indeed discussed specifics for financial stipends to the 
Governor. In his testimony before Congress, Burris’ version of 
events varied which promoted both the Washington Post and the 
Chicago Tribune newspaper to call for Burris’ resignation. From 
his testimony, certain members of Congress and the State legisla-
ture, made claims that Burris had committed perjury and called 
for him to be removed from office. The watchdog group, Citizens 
for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, in 2009, named Bur-
ris as one of the 15 Most Corrupt Members of Congress. 
 After his appointed term for Obama’s seat ended, Burris 
was not able to raise money to run a successful re-election cam-
paign, so he decided to end his re-election bid. He returned to 
Illinois to begin a new beginning in his career. He later became 
the CEO of Burris & Lebed Consulting, LLC, which focused on 
lobbying, public relations, political and corporate strategies. He 
also served as Counsel to Gonzalez, Saggio and Harlan, L.L.C. 
With responsibilities related to estate planning, wills, trusts, 
probate and other types of consumer affairs.
 A member of the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity, Burris is mar-
ried to Berlean M. Burris and together they have two children.
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PILLIP
L.
BURTON  

…was born in Tope-
ka, Kansas on October 
28, 1915 to Myrtle and 
Dwight Burton. After 
graduating from public 
schools in Topeka, he 
matriculated to Kansas 
University in Lawrence 

where he received a Bachelor of Science degree in Chem-
istry graduating in 1939. After receiving his undergradu-
ate degree, in order to fulfill his military duties, he enlist-
ed in the U.S Army’s Air Force Division. He served the 
Army at the “European Theater” attaining the rank of First 
Lieutenant.
 Upon returning from the Army in 1939, he enrolled 
into the Washburn College in Topeka, Kansas where he 
received his Juris Doctorate degree in 1948. It was at 
Washburn that he began his fight for civil rights for the 
underprivileged. As a law student, unsatisfied with the To-
peka’s segregated public facilities and its’ discrimination 
against blacks, he filed suit against the City of Topeka in 
an attempt to end the policy that forbid blacks from at-
tending city-owned movie theaters and its’ public swim-
ming pools. He also took part in the legendary Brown 
v. Board of Education anti-segregation of public schools 
case, which originally began as a case against the Topeka 
Board of Education litigated by famed Thurgood Marshall 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP).
 After obtaining his law degree, Burton relocated to 
Seattle, Washington to begin his law practice. He would 
practice law there for the net forty-two years. Once in Se-
attle, Burton became a voice for the local disadvantaged 
residents fighting for reforms to the educational, employ-
ment, and housing discrimination issues. Having worked 
with the NAACP back in Topeka, he assumed the role of 
President of the Seattle Branch of the NAACP. He would 
serve on its’ Board until his retirement in 1993.
 As President of the local branch of the NAACP, Bur-
ton first took on housing discrimination as many of the 
city’s African American residents living conditions were 
“below average” and were concentrated solely in the 
central part of the city. Looking for better housing, Bur-
ton moved to Bothell, a suburb of Seattle. Thinking that 

once his new community neighbors met him, as people 
should, there would not be any issues and his housing 
issues would disappear. To his dismay, the hostility and 
racism he faced was just as strong as that of the countries 
Southern counterparts.
 Not deterred, Burton fought the backlash and took 
part in fighting the racism, which resulted in the state of 
Washington’s 1967 Fair Housing Act. The passage of the 
Act barred discrimination against African Americans in 
housing and real estate dealings. Burton then turned his 
attention to discrimination in the public school system.
 Burton and other attorneys associated with the 
NAACP filed suit against the Seattle School District aimed 
at ending segregation in Seattle’s public schools. The 
School District in an attempt to negate the issues caused 
numerous delays in the trial with motion filings and can-
celled conferences and meetings, all aimed at keeping 
the status quo. Burton, however, pressed on with the le-
gal process demanding that the School Board, the City 
Council, established government leaders, and even the 
Mayor comply with the court orders and respond to the 
claims stated within the lawsuit. The pressure resulted in 
the School Board relenting and agreeing to a voluntary 
transfer program. Victorious in his purpose, students were 
able to transfer between schools, which created more of a 
balance as far as race was concerned.
 For his years of service, Burton has been honored and 
given many awards by Seattle’s local community and oth-
er organizations for his years of dedicated work. Aside 
from his legal services, Burton gave of his time to civic 
organizations such as the American Civil Liberties Union, 
the Seattle Chamber of Commerce, and the Seattle Rotary 
Club, to name a few. He also served as a member of the 
Board of the Ecumenical Metropolitan Ministry/North-
west Harvest. 
 A modest man, Burton throughout the remainder of 
his life continued his advocacy of ensuring the civil rights 
of Seattle’s African American communities were protect-
ed from discriminatory practices no matter what religion, 
creed, or color they may be. His persistent compassion 
for the poor never dwindled and he spoke out whenever 
he encountered the denial of the rights to anyone. Be-
lieving in fairness and the good will of everyone, Burton 
until his last breath sought to ensure civil rights were not 
violated.
 Philip L. Burton, after a long illness, died in Seattle on 
July 30, 1995.
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LOUIS
BENNETT
BUTLER, JR. 

...was born in 1952 in 
Chicago, Illinois. He 
received his Bachelor’s 
degree in 1973 from 
Lawrence University in 
Appleton, Wisconsin. In 
1977, he earned his law 
degree from the Univer-

sity of Wisconsin Law School in Madison. 
 He accepted a private job in Wisconsin before joining 
the State serving as an Assistant State Public Defender for 
thirteen years through 1992. He then was appointed as a 
Judge on the Municipal Court in Milwaukee. He would 
serve on the bench for ten years. Leaving the Court, he 
was elected Milwaukee County Circuit Court’s Branch 9. 
During that time, he also served as an Adjunct Professor 
at Marquette University Law School in Milwaukee.
 In 2000, Butler launched a campaign for a seat on 
the Wisconsin Supreme Court. He lost by a wide margin. 
Four years later, he was appointed to the Wisconsin Su-
preme Court by then Governor Jim Doyle. With his ap-
pointment, he became the first African American to serve 
on the Court. He unfortunately lost his 2008 re-election 
campaign to Judge Michael Gableman. Although he 
spent more money on his campaign than his opponent, 
his written opinions on medical malpractice, product li-
ability, and search and seizure cases came to haunt him. 
The loss made him the first sitting Judge to lose re-elec-
tion in forty-one years.
 After losing his seat on the Supreme Court, Butler 
accepted a position at the University of Wisconsin Law 
School as a Justice-in-Residence. He would teach there 
for the next two-years. In September of 2009, he was 
nominated by President Barack Obama to serve on the 
United States District Court for the Western District of 
Wisconsin. The U.S. Senate rejected Butler’s nomination 
in December. 
 In January of 2010, Obama renominated Butler. The 
Senate after more deliberations, again rejected Butler for 
the position sending the nomination back to Obama, per 
Senate rules, in August of 2010. The President, not satis-
fied, in September again renominated Butler to the post. 
Some political pundits made a point that some of the 
President’s nomination’s for judicial posts, including But-
ler’s and those of Charles Bernard Day of Maryland and 

Edward Dumont of Washington were rejected because 
they were either African American or gay. Butler’s fourth 
nomination was sent back to the President on December 
17, 2011.
 Each of his nominations, although recommended by  
and supported by Wisconsin U.S. Senators Russ Feingold 
and Herb Kohl for the seat, met heavy opposition from 
several state Senators, some private business organiza-
tions and the Concerned Women for America. One of the 
biggest opponents to his nomination was Wisconsin Rep-
resentative Jim Sensenbrenner. He argued that Butler had 
lost a state wide re-election to the State Supreme Court, 
something that had not been done in almost a half cen-
tury and should not be rewarded with a life time position 
and pay raise. He also argued that the nomination process 
was flawed as the nominating Senators had not properly 
vetted Butler with other members of the legislature. The 
Concerned Women for America opposed Butler’s nomi-
nation citing his opposition to the rights of gun owners, 
his personal political ideology and his far-left position on 
issues pertaining to Wisconsin’s citizens.
 During his tenure, Justice Butler has been the recipi-
ent of numerous awards and honors. The American Fed-
eration of Teachers, Local 212 named him as their “Hu-
manitarian of the Year”. The National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) awarded him 
their Foot Soldiers’ Award and the Prince Hall Masons be-
stowed upon him their Outstanding Citizen’s Award. The 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority honored him with their Trail 
Blazer Award while the Legal Aid Society of Milwaukee 
gave him their Thomas G. Cannon Equal Justice Award. 
He received the William M. Coffey Memorial Award from 
the Wisconsin Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 
and the Wisconsin Law Journal recognized him as one of 
their 2014 Leaders in the Law.
 Butler is a permanent member of the faculty of the 
National Judicial College in Reno, Nevada. The College 
is designed for judges from across the country to take 
continuing education classes. Butler is also a member of 
the Los Angeles based Southwestern Law School Moot 
Court Competition. He is a member of the American Inns 
of Court’s James E. Doyle Chapter, the Community Brain-
storming Conference, the NAACP, the Milwaukee Bar 
Association, the Personnel Review Board, the Wisconsin 
Association of African-American Lawyers, and the Wis-
consin State Bar Association.
 Justice Butler is married and has two daughters and 
two grandchildren.
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G.K.
BUTTERFIELD  

…was born on April 27, 
1947 in Wilson, North 
Carolina to Addie Lourine 
(née Davis) and George 
Kenneth Butterfield. His 
mother taught school and 
his father was a dentist 
and Butterfield lived a 
prominent lifestyle. As a 

civic leader, his father was the first African American elected to 
an official post in North Carolina since the Reconstruction Era. 
 He graduated from Charles H. Darden High School in 1967 
before enlisting into the United States Army, where he served for 
two years. He enrolled into North Carolina Central University 
in Durham, North Carolina where he received his undergradu-
ate degree majoring in Political Science and Sociology. He re-
mained at North Carolina Central and obtained his law degree 
in 1974.
 Butterfield is of mixed race having European and African 
ancestry. When asked his racial identity, he is known to respond 
by pointing his upbringing of living on the “black side” of Wil-
son in the racially segregated city. He might even mention one 
of the many civil rights marches that he participated in. Indeed, 
one might think otherwise base on app
 In 1988, Butterfield was appointed as Resident First Judicial 
Division, Superior Court Judge in Wilson County. Over North 
Carolina’s 46 counties, he presided over civil and criminal court 
in. Butterfield would sit on the Court for the next twelve years.
 In 2001, then Governor Mike Easely appointed Butterfield 
to the North Carolina Supreme Court. He would lose his seat 
the following year at the end of that appointment but would 
be return to the bench when the re-appointed to the Court by 
Governor Easely once again. He would serve until May of 2004 
when he retired.
 In July 2004, Frank Balance, the Democratic representative 
to the United States House of Representatives for the First Con-
gressional District, for health reasons resigned his seat in the 
House. Butterfield won the Democratic candidacy and beat Re-
publican Greg Dority and Libertarian Party nominee Tom Eisen-
menger, winning 64% of the popular vote in the general election 
to take his seat by special election and would go on to win the 
next two two-year full term elections. 
 While in the House, he served on the Energy and Commerce 
Committee and on three sub-committees: Energy and Air Quali-
ty Commerce, Environment and Hazardous Materials, Trade and 
Consumer Protection. Butterfield was named as one of the eight 
Chief Deputy Whips responsible for moving legislation through 
the House and act as liaison between the Democratic Party and 

other members of the House. Butterfield was the first Democrat 
from North Carolina to serve as Chief Deputy Whip.
 In 2007, for the 110th Congress, Butterfield was named as 
one of the eight Chief Deputy Whips. From 2015-2017, Butter-
field served as chair of the Congressional Black Caucus. 
 While in Congress, Butterfield has served on the sever-
al committees while in the U.S. House of Representatives. He 
has served on the Energy and Commerce Committee and its’ 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing and Trade as a 
Ranking member and the Subcommittee on Environment and 
Economy. While serving on the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, he was a supporter of the American Clean En-
ergy and Security Act. Butterfield sat on the House Agriculture 
Committee and the House Armed Services Committee. For the 
House Democratic Steering and Policy Committee, he served as 
their Region VIII Representative. 
 He served as the Second Vice Chair and First Vice Chair 
of the Congressional Black Caucus. For the Caucus, Butterfield 
served on the Congressional Motorcycle Safety Caucus and the 
International Conservation Caucus.
 Butterfield supported the Voting Rights Act and lobbied for 
the US. Capitol Visitor’s Center to acknowledge that slave labor 
had been used to build the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C.. 
He introduced bills that assisted states in inspections of lodg-
ing facilities related to exterminations and assisted in the better 
inspection of trains in the United States. He supported the Af-
fordable Health Care Act and increased taxes on higher income 
earners allowing taxes to be reduced to the middle and lower 
class of wage earners.
 He supported NARAL Pro-Choice America and Planned 
Parenthood. He believes in legalized abortion when the life of 
the woman is in danger or if the pregnancy is a result of rape or 
incest. He voted against the Marriage Protection Act and voted 
to ban discrimination in the workplace based upon sexual ori-
entation. For the Don’t Ask Don’t Tell vote, he voted for repeal. 
For the 2008, Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP), Butterfield 
voted against the program. On the PATRIOT Act, he voted to 
extend provisions via an extension and for the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA) for fiscal year 2012, he voted yes. 
 Butterfield introduced joint legislation that would approve 
the creation of a memorial to commemorate the slaves and freed 
blacks that fought for independence during the American Rev-
olution. More than 5,000 had fought in the war and Butterfield 
wanted their recognition. A devout Christian, he was a lifelong 
member of Jackson Chapel First Missionary Baptist Church in 
located in his hometown of Wilson. He served as Chairman of 
the church’s Finance Ministry. For his social activities, he is a 
member of Grove Phi Grove Social Fellowship, Incorporated.
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