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What is LAW?

Law is a legislative system of rules 
particular to a given country or community 

that regulates the actions of its’ citizens 
and enslaved members 

with penalties set 
after deducing from the statement of facts 

the degree of restitution or other punishment 
for the alleged infraction.

      

P  reface

Pro Bono Legal Fund 
 www.probonolegalfund.org

probonolegalfund.org was created to assist both lawyers and those seeking the assist-
ance of a lawyer. The aim of the fund is to assist those in need of legal representation that 
cannot afford those services to be able to pay for a portion of those needed services. Simply, 
probonolegalfund.org’s purpose is to  pay for the first one hour consultation fees of those needing 
legal representation. Our goal is to pay toward the consultation fees and/or other legal needs of 
those selected by our team needing legal services. In paying those fees, we will challenge attor-
neys to “match” our payment through a “probono legal challenge” which will allow the public 
up to $300 in monies to pay for their needed legal consulting services. These legal services may 
range from business start up applications, copyright & enfringement laws, sports & entertainment 
advisory services, family law, criminal law issues and other needed services.

When an attorney purchases any one of our Deliberations Art Giclee’s and/or accompanying 
Book Set, probonolegalfund.org will donate 20% of the profits to the fund, which is free to the 
public on a first-come, first-received bases and approved by our team. Our goal is to provide a 
minimum of $1,000,000 (one-million dollars) toward the fund through the sale of the Delibera-
tions project. Through our “attorney challenge”, we hope to provide an additional $1,000,000 to 
the fund which will allow over 6,500 people to have free legal advice and services.

When an attorney purchases any Giclee Art Print and/or Book Set, they have the option of up-
loading their own BIO and photograph to the webstie and they will be highlighted as the first 
attorney listed in their “keepsake” book set. The cover of the book(s) are designed to be person-
alized with the attorney’s name and law firm printed on the cover as well. The purchasing attor-
ney’s name is also placed on the “Honor Roll” of the probonolegalfund.org website which gives 
the participating attorney market visibility through our promotions and marketing campaigns. 
Potential consumers can visit the website to find a particiapting attorney to assist them with their 
legal needs. In essence probonolegalfund.org becomes a vehicle for the attorney’s to reach their 
potential clients as well as those in need of legal services find a “caring” attorney to assist them 
with their legal issues.

probonolegalfund.org is a free attorney listing service for both the attorney and the needing con-
sumer, well needed, and designed to help both the general public and attorneys alike. The Book 
Set is designed to showcase attorney’s, past and present.
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PUBLISHER

W ILLIAM
REGINALD 
“REGGIE”

                 COLBERT

...was born in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma in 1952 to 
Odessa Faye Perryman 
(Colbert) and Jimmy 
Colbert. After complet-
ing high school and to 
begin his undergraduate 
studies in Fine Art, Col-

bert enrolled into the University of Minnesota in Min-
neapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota. While a student there, he 
accepted an internship with the Minneapolis Star and Tri-
bune newspaper in their cold type division. His job was 
to set type, in reverse, for the printing department. 
 Colbert’s true print production journey began when 
the nineteen year old freshman student’s greater graph-
ic talents were recognized by management. After only a 
few months on the job, he was moved to the advertising 
and layout department where he was given the task of 
creating layouts for retail advertisers. His creative designs 
caught the owner’s eye of one of the newspaper’s largest 
advertisers at the time, Walsh’s Grocery Stores located in 
Bloomington. He was given that account to personally 
serve. Within six months, he had produced more agate 
lines of type and layout than some workers who had been 
on the job for several years.
 Unfortunately for the Star and Tribune, when the cold 
Minnesota winter came, Colbert found the weather to 
bearing for him so he left the newspaper and the Univer-
sity of Minnesota after only two quarters, transferring to 
Arizona State University in Tempe and warmer weather. 
There, still a freshman, he co-founded with fellow actor, 
Rod Ambrose, a theatrical company, The Peculiar Institu-
tion Theatre Ensemble, PITE for short. For the next four 
years, the troupe would create, write, and produce many 
campus and local Phoenix area theatrical productions 
that brought social awareness to issues surrounding many 
societal ills as well as international civil rights issues, 
including  Apartheid in South Africa. Their most famed 
production was that of the Tony Award winning South Af-
rican play, “Sizwe Bansi is Dead”. 
 For his efforts, Colbert was selected out of five thou-
sand students in 1976, to become the Stage Manager in 
Washington, D.C. for Smithsonian Institutions’ twelve 
week art and cultural production for the Bi-Centennial 

celebration of the United States. At twenty-three years 
old, he became the co-third ranking manager for the Afri-
can Diaspora section of the Bi-Centennial. In that role, he 
oversaw performing artists, musicians, painters, folk story 
tellers, and a twenty-five member production team with 
selected volunteers in the Diaspora’s production needs 
and the artists’ required services.
 Since then and for forty years, Colbert has owned and 
operated several graphic and print production companies 
and has produced and printed many decorative and fine 
art reproductions for many world renown artist. He has 
produced print production for corporations, associations 
and organizations as one of the few minority printing op-
erations in the country. His graphic design abilities have 
awarded him the opportunity to attract artist, corporate, 
educational and health care professionals as clients. 
 Combining his graphic arts talents with those of illus-
trators, painters and portrait artists, he and his companies 
were able to create magazine layouts, medical drawings 
for educational training, comic book illustrations, chil-
dren’s book drawings, and decorative and fine art repro-
ductions that have been seen and collected around the 
world. His company was one of the early graphic design 
and printing companies selected by Range Rover when 
they brought their cars to the United States and was se-
lected by the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. to produce 
the print production for the 2011 unveiling of the Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Memorial on the National Mall. Col-
bert also created, published and  commissioned the silk 
screen, Letter From Birmingham Jail, by famed artist Jo-
seph Holston for the event.
 In producing this publication and accompanying gi-
clee print, Colbert’s desire is to help attorney’s through 
pro bono efforts take on cases they would not otherwise 
take on as the client may not be able to afford their ser-
vices. Proceeds from the sale of this publication and gi-
clee are earmarked as a donation to legal bar associations 
across the country to aid in the legal support of those 
in need of legal help. Through the probonolegalfund.org 
website, Colbert’s hopes are to assist those in need of le-
gal services obtain those services. This is his way of given 
back to those in need as well as assisting attorney’s build 
their client base through community service. 
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EVERETT
EMORY
UTTERBACK

…was born in 1906 in 
Mayfield, Kentucky to 
Monima and Eldridge 
Utterback. His father 
supported the family by 
working as a brick ma-
son. His mother was a 
housewife.

 Utterback, a gifted athlete received his undergrad-
uate degree from the University of Pittsburgh (Pitt) in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania where he attended on a track 
scholarship. On his 1931 University track team, he was 
named the Captain of the squad. He was the first African 
American athlete to be named the Captain for the schools 
track team. 
 In the 1929 Decathlon Championship, Utterback 
placed second behind winner Barney Berlinger. The fol-
lowing year, he won the National Track Championship 
in the broad jump. He was also the Intercollegiate Ath-
letics (ICA) broad jump champion. In the 1931 Penn Re-
lay Championship, Utterback won first place in the hop, 
skip, and jump competition. During his collegiate career, 
he won nine individual championship trophies. For other 
track team members, he served as leg on the IC4A Indoor 
Champion mile relay team.
 After completing his stellar track career at Pitt, Ut-
terback enrolled into Duquesne Law School, now the 
Duquesne University School of Law where he received 
his law degree. He then opened his own law firm, Ut-
terback, Brown and Harper. Because of his athletic pop-
ularity in college, he was able to attract several rising 
athletics to represent in their contract negotiations for the 
professional careers. Utterback represented 1935 World 
Light Heavyweight Champion John Henry Lewis in his 
contract negotiations and also prepared legal contracts 
for Gus Greenlee, the owner of the Pittsburgh Crawfords, 
a baseball team in the professional Negro League. Utter-
back also represented famed National Baseball League 
African American baseball pitcher, Leroy Satchell Paige.
 Utterback would go on to represent many civic and 
social organizations and individuals, including serving as 
the General Counsel to the Pittsburgh Housing Authority. 
In that role, he served as the Director of Management 
to the Housing Authority’s 5,900 housing units and its’ 

20,000 residents. As Director, at many times, he acted 
more like a social worker than an attorney. 
 Utterback was a member of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
and represented the association in civil rights cases in 
the Pittsburgh area. He handled several cases involving 
desegregation of public facilities and discrimination in 
housing, employment, and public access.
 Utterback was honored by the University of Pittsburgh 
when the presented him with the school’s Lettermen of 
Distinction Award. He was the first African American to 
receive the award. He was also selected to sit on the Uni-
versity’s Board of Trustees, again becoming the first Afri-
can American to hold such an honor. Utterback was also 
honored by the Western Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame 
when they inducted him into its’ esteemed Hall. In addi-
tion, he was given honor from Allegheny County Council 
members when they presented Utterback, posthumously, 
with the Spirit of King Award, from the Port Authority.
 Everett Emory Utterback died in 1992. He was eighty-
six years old.
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GEORGE
BOYER
VASHON

...was born in 1824 in 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania 
to John Baton Vashon 
and Anne Vashon. 
George’s father, was a 
well respected lead-
er in Pittsburgh’s black 
community. He was a 
businessman, an abo-
litionist, and played an 

important part in establishing the first school for blacks 
in Pittsburgh where George began his education. He at-
tended his father’s private school until 1837 when began 
attending a public school. 
 At an early age, Vashon, showed an aptitude for lan-
guages At sixteen, he was able to speak Sanskrit, Hebrew, 
and Persian, and knew Greek and Latin well.  In 1840, he 
enrolled in Oberlin Collegiate Institute in Ohio. There, he 
became a member of Oberlin’s prestigious men’s literary 
societies and the Union Society. He also taught school in 
Chillicothe, Ohio.
 On August 28, 1844, Vashon graduated from Ober-
lin College becoming the first Black receiving Valedictory 
honors. He delivered a commencement address entitled 
“Liberty of Mind.” In that speech, Vashon stated that “ge-
nius, talent, and learning are not withheld by our com-
mon Father” from people of color.
 In 1849, Vashon got his Master of Arts degree. He 
too, like his father, wanted to play a role in advancing the 
causes of black people. He felt that a career in law could 
help achieve that goal.
 After returning to Pittsburgh, he studied law under the 
tutelage of Walter Forward, a judge and prominent person 
in Pennsylvania politics. Two years of reading law gave 
Vashon the knowledge he needed to apply for admission 
to the Allegheny County bar. His application was denied 
on the grounds that colored people were not citizens. 
 This misfortune made Vashon’s look at other options. 
He made the decision to emigrate to Haiti. Before leaving 
the United States, Vashon traveled to New York to take the 
state bar examination. He successfully passed the exam 
on January 10, 1848, becoming the first black lawyer in 
New York.
  In 1849, Vashon relocated to Port-au-Prince Haiti to 
become a professor of Latin, Greek and English and a 

correspondent to Frederick Douglass’s newspaper, “The 
North Star.” In 1851, returned to the U.S., moving to Syr-
acuse, New York and joining the faculty of the New York 
Central College in McGrawville.
 The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 caused Vashon to 
become involved in the Underground Railroad and the 
struggle to bring about the of ending the system of slav-
ery. He began to attend state and national conventions 
where these critical issues confronting their communities 
were being discussed.
 From 1854 to 1857, Vashon worked as a Professor 
of Belles-Lettres and Mathematics at New York Central 
College in McGrawville. He was the third African Amer-
ican to hold a teaching post in a college or university. 
In 1863, Vashon became the second black President of 
Avery College in Pittsburgh. During this time, Vashon met 
and married Susan Paul Smith, the granddaughter of the 
Rev. Thomas Paul, Sr. of Boston. The had seven children.
 After the Civil War, Vashon worked in the Solicitor’s 
Office of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Aban-
doned Lands in Washington, D.C. He also became How-
ard University’s first professor and was instrumental in 
establishing its law school.
 When Vashon left Howard, he became a professor 
of Mathematics and Ancient and Modern Languages 
at Alcorn College in Rodney, Mississippi. In the fall of 
1878, the yellow fever epidemic swept Alcorn’s campus. 
George Vashon was one of its’ victims. He died on Octo-
ber 5, 1878 and is buried on the campus of the college.

J.
DALE
WAINWRIGHT

…was born on June 19, 
1961 in Mt. Juliet, Ten-
nessee. He received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Howard Universi-
ty in Washington, D.C. 
summa cum laude ma-
joring in Economics. 

While at Howard, he became a member of Phi Bet Kap-
pa. During his junior year at Howard, Wainwright was 
named a Luard Scholar and received a scholarship to 
study at the London School of Economics in London, En-
gland. After spending time in London, he returned to the 
United States to obtain his law degree. He enrolled in 
the University of Chicago Law School in Chicago, Illinois 
where he earned his Juris Doctorate degree in 1988. 
 In 1999, Wainwright was appointed by then Gover-
nor George W. Bush as a District Judge to the 334th Civ-
il Court in Harris County, Texas. With his appointment, 
Wainwright became one of the first two African Amer-
icans to be appointed to the Texas Supreme Court. The 
first was Wallace B. Jefferson who was appointed in 2001 
and won a full term in the 2002 general election. Both 
Jefferson and Wainwright were Republicans. Judge Wain-
wright served on the Harris County Court for three years.
 In 2002, Wainwright was elected to a six-year term 
as an Associate Justice to the Texas Supreme Court to re-
place Justice Deborah Hankinson. He was re-elected to 
a second six-year term in the general election of 2008. 
His second term on the Texas Supreme Court was due to 
end on 2014. Two years before his term was set to end, 
Wainwright resigned.
 He then joined the law firm of Bracewell and Gi-
uliani located in Austin, Texas. He served as the Manag-
ing Partner for the firm’s Austin office. He remained with 
Bracewell and Giuliani for almost four and a half years.
 In 2017, Justice Wainwright joined the law firm of 
Greenberg Traurig, LLP in its’ Austin, Texas office. He 
serves as the Chair of the Texas Appellate Practice Group. 
At Greenberg, he represents clients in complex appeals 
in both the state and federal appellate courts. 
 Justice Wainwright has volunteered his time serving 
as an Advisor to the Legislative Committee to the Texas 
Supreme Court Access to Justice Commission. He also 

serves as the Chairman of the Board of Directors to the 
Texas Board of Criminal Justice. He served as Chairman 
for only one month. He has served as a member of the 
American Law Institute, served on the Board of Directors 
of the Houston Bar Association, and the Houston Volun-
teer Lawyers Association. In addition, Justice Wainwright 
served as the President of the Houston Young Lawyers As-
sociation and was the co-founder of the Aspiring Youth 
Program.
 Justice Wainwright has received several distinguished 
awards including receiving a Legal Excellence Award 
from the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP). He also received and an Out-
standing Legal Service from the Houston Lawyers Associ-
ation. Wainwright and his wife Debbie have three sons, 
Jeremy, Phillip, and Joshua
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DAVID
H.
WAGNER, JR.

…was born on July 
23, 1926 in Davidson 
County, North Carolina 
to Pearlie Mae Thom-
as Wagner and David 
Wagner. His mother 
died shortly after he was 
born and he was raised 
with the help of his 

grandparents, Nettie Eller Thomas and Frank Thomas, as 
well as his father Thomas. He began his formal education 
in both Davidson and Forsyth County public schools and 
graduating high school from Dunbar Junior-Senior High 
School. 
 Wagner then entered North Carolina Agricultural 
and Technical College, now N.C. A&T State University 
in Greensboro. He graduated from A&T in 1948 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Chemistry and Mathemat-
ics. He would later, in 1957, receive a Master’s degree in 
Administration and Supervision in Rural Education from 
A&T.
 After completing his undergraduate studies, Wag-
ner enlisted into the United States Army where he was 
assigned to the Chemical Corps. Not long after entering 
the Army, he met Ruth Catherine Thompkins and the two 
would wed. Together, they had one daughter, Brenda. 
While Wagner was stationed in England, he received the 
terrible news that his wife had died in an automobile ac-
cident. The military allowed him to return to the states to 
bury his wife and to serve the remainder of his active duty 
in America. 
 While still serving in the Army, several years later, in 
1953, he met Mollie Selena Craig. The two would marry 
and Mollie accepted and adopted his daughter Benda. 
With Mollie, Wagner had four more children, Davida, 
David, Davette and Davonia. By the time Wagner had 
completed his military service, he had risen to the rank of 
First Lieutenant and was honorable discharged from the 
Army.
 Leaving the Army, Wagner took a job as a teacher at 
the Pender County Training School in Rocky Point, North 
Carolina. At the school, he taught Science and Mathe-
matics. Two years later he left the school to become the 
Principal of a newly constructed school, Annandale Ele-
mentary School. Two years after that, Wagner returned to 
his hometown, Davidson County, to take a job teaching 

at his alma mater, Dunbar Junior-Senior High School. In 
1960, he left Dunbar to become the Principal at another 
Dunbar, Dunbar Elementary School in Lexington.
 In 1966, at the age of 39, Wagner decided to return 
to school to obtain a law degree. He enrolled into Wake 
Forest University’s School of Law. He was one of its first 
African American students to attend Wake Forest’s law 
school. He completed his law studies in 1968 and was 
awarded his Juris Doctorate degree.
 After passing the North Carolina State Bar exam, 
Wagner accepted a job working in the Mortgage Loan 
Department at Wachovia Bank. Even with his law degree, 
he earned less money than that he was paid working as 
the Principal at Dunbar Elementary School. After two 
years at Wachovia, Wagner left to pursue his law career. 
Not long after establishing his law practice, he secured 
the Winston Mutual Insurance Company as a client. He 
would remain the General Counsel to the insurance com-
pany for nearly twenty years.
 By 1989, Wagner had become divorced from his sec-
ond wife Mollie, and had met Evelyn C. Valentine who 
would become his third wife. After marrying Evelyn, 
Wagner returned to his hometown of Davidson County 
once again. He would remain there the remainder of his 
life.
 While serving as a practicing attorney, Wagner 
delved into several entrepreneurial projects. He owned 
several businesses, including a bar and grill restaurant in 
Winston-Salem, a dry-cleaning business in Lexington a 
furniture manufacturing plant in Thomasville, and was a 
part owner of a television station in Charlotte. He also 
owned a senior citizen rest home in Charlotte and one 
in Winston-Salem. In addition, Wagner owned the Win-
dows on Trade Restaurant in Charlotte and an apartment 
complex in Greenville, one in Fayetteville, one in Kings 
Mountain, and one in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.
 Wagner gave much time and support to the local com-
munities which he operated. He was a long time mem-
ber of United Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church, 
a member of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity where he 
served as a national officer, and was a member of the 
Gamma Kappa Boule. He was a lifetime member of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People, a member of the National Education Association 
and a member of the Winston-Salem Bar Association. In 
addition, Wagner was a member of the North Carolina 
Black Lawyers Associations and a member of the Winston 
Lake Senior Golf Association.
 David H. Wagner, Jr. died on July 13, 2014. He was 
eighty-eight years old.

AUSTIN
THOMAS
WALDEN

… was born on April 12, 
1885 in Fort Valley, Geor-
gia to former slaves Jennie 
Tomlin and Jeff Walden. He 
graduated from Fort Valley 
High and Industrial School 
as the only black in his high 
school class in 1902. He 
earned his undergraduate 
degree from Atlanta Univer-

sity, now Clark Atlanta University in Atlanta, Georgia in 1907. He 
went on to attend the University of Michigan Law School in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan where he obtained his law degree in 1911.
 Walden first began to practice law in 1912 with offices located 
in Macon, Georgia. He was one of only a few African American 
lawyers practicing law in Georgia during that time. In only a few 
short years, he was able to become one of the New South’s first 
black political power brokers and earned a national reputation as a 
serious and dedicated civil rights lawyer.
 In 1917, Walden joined the United States Army and served 
during World War I. He was assigned to the Judge Advocates Corps. 
While serving in the Army, he met and married Mary Ellen Denney 
of Baltimore, Maryland. Together, the couple had two daughters, 
Jenelsie and Austella. After two years serving in the Judge Advocates 
Corps, Walden was an honorable discharged having reached the 
rank of Captain and Assistant Judge Advocate.
 In 1919, Walden left the military and returned to Atlanta to 
continue his law practice. He continued litigating cases where he 
had left off before entering the military, trying civil rights cases cen-
tered on improving the lives of Southern blacks. He would soon 
litigate several of the most pivotal cases for desegregation and for 
equal pay for African Americans and their respective services and 
or trades.
 In 1948, Walden founded the Gate City Bar Association and 
served as its’ first President. The bar association helped to provide 
African American attorneys with resources to litigate new legal de-
velopments and to encourage prospective African American attor-
neys to attend law schools they could not otherwise afford. The 
resources were sorely needed as more and more African Americans 
became in need of civil rights as the Jim Crow laws were coming 
into full effect.
 During that time, African American students and lawyers had 
limited access to law libraries. They had difficulty in attracting news 
clients and were not afforded the opportunity to advertise in local 
papers having only word of mouth as their means of notifying the 
African American community of their existence. African American 
attorneys were not allowed join most other bar associations as they 
were designated for white only lawyers, thus Walden’s founding of 
the Gate City Bar Association.
 Walden and other African American attorneys would eventu-
ally be allowed to become members of the Atlanta Bar Association 
and the American Bar Association. He would go on to litigate cases 
in all levels of the Georgia court system and in the U.S. Supreme 

Court. He took on the case to equalize pay for black teachers in 
Georgia and cases involving the desegregation of the Atlanta public 
schools as well as integrating the University of Georgia in Athens.
 Walden would become and serve as the Legal Counsel for 
several large companies, including the Citizens Trust Company, 
the Mutual Federal Savings and Loan Association, and the National 
Baptist Convention. While serving as a practicing attorney, he took 
on leadership roles in a number of community organizations. He 
served as the Chair on the Executive Board of Atlanta’s Butler Street 
YMCA and the Atlanta Urban League. He served as the President 
of both the Atlanta University Alumni Association and the Atlanta 
Branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP).
 Walden also served as the as the National Vice President of 
the NAACP and Co-Chaired the NAACP’s Summit Leadership Con-
ference, which was held in Atlanta. He served as a member of the 
NAACP’s National Legal Committee and served as the Chair of the 
Trustees to the Wheat Street Baptist Church. Walden also served as 
the Chair of the Republican Party’s Executive Committee represent-
ing the Fifth Congressional District of Georgia.
 In 1940, Walden changed political parties, joining the Demo-
cratic Party. He would serve as a dedicated Democrat for the next 
twenty-five years. Recognizing the importance of African American 
voter participation, he worked to increase the number of African 
American registering to vote and in that regard, he founded and 
served as the Co-Chair of the nonpartisan, Atlanta Negro Voters 
League. Walden also served and led the All-Citizens Registration 
Committee.
 During the 1940s, Walden brought great influence to African 
Americans in the political arena and more and more African Ameri-
cans began to exercise their right to vote. With the new black voting 
block, significant progress was made in the Atlanta African Amer-
ican community. New street and sewer improvements were made 
and more African Americans were hired to fill Atlanta’s city jobs, 
including the hiring of African American policemen to patrol in Af-
rican American neighborhoods.
 In 1953, Walden was appointed to the Atlanta’s City Execu-
tive Committee. Years later, he became one of the first two African 
American’s to serve as members of the state of Georgia’s Democrat-
ic Executive Committee. He was then appointed by then President 
John F. Kennedy as a member of the American Battle Monuments 
Commission. 
 In 1964, Walden served as a Delegate to the Democratic 
National Convention. He was among the first African Americans 
to serve in a Georgia delegation, as that year was the first time 
in which African Americans were allowed to serve as Delegates. 
Walden would go on to serve as the President of the Georgia Asso-
ciation of Citizens Democratic Clubs.
 That same year Walden retired from practicing law. Retired 
but not through with helping the African American community, he 
opened a nonprofit community counseling office. In 1965, then 
Atlanta Mayor Ivan Allen Jr. appointed Walden to serve as Judge 
on the Atlanta Municipal Court. Walden became the first African 
American Judge to serve on a Georgia court since the Reconstruc-
tion era.
 Judge Austin Thomas Walden, the “Dean” of African American 
attorneys” died on July 2, 1965. He was eighty years old.
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GEMMA
GREENE
WALDRON

…was born on October 
1, 1956 in New York but 
raised in Los Angeles, 
California where she at-
tended local Los Angeles 
public schools graduating 
from Fairfax High School. 
She earned her under-
graduate degree from the 

University of Southern California at Los Angeles (USC). 
While at USC, Waldron joined the Alpha Kappa Alpha 
sorority. 
 To earn her law degree, Waldron moved back east 
to obtain her Juris Doctorate degree from Boston Univer-
sity Law School in Boston, Massachusetts in 1981. After 
completing her law degree studies, Waldron trekked back 
across the country to take an intern job with the Los An-
geles District Attorney’s Office. To begin her legal career, 
she accepted employment with the Legislative Counsel 
Bureau in Sacramento, California. At the Bureau, her re-
sponsibilities were to write legislation and opinions for 
California lawmakers.
 Wagner’s next legal position came by chance. On a 
trip to Las Vegas, Nevada to take her mother to see famed 
entertainer and singer Tom Jones, she happened upon a 
job opening listed in the Las Vegas Review Journal as an 
administrative lawyer at the Public Service Commission, 
now the Public Utilities Commission. The job opening 
was in Carson City, Nevada but she was encouraged to 
live in Reno, a short thirty-two miles north, doing so in 
1990.
 After moving to Reno and working for the Public Ser-
vice Commission for a period of time, in 1992, Waldron 
took a job as a Deputy District Attorney in Washoe Coun-
ty. She served in the District Attorney’s office for seven-
teen years. AS the County faced budget cuts, rather than 
being laid off from the office, she chose retirement. She 
was only fifty-five years old.
 With her benefits and retirement package secure, 
Waldron opened her own law practice. As one of only a 
handful of African American attorneys in the Reno, Ne-
vada area, she serviced low-income African American, 
Hispanic and poor white clients. She worked to make 
northern Nevada a better place for minorities to live and 
worked to protect their legal rights. She was a member of 

the Northern Nevada Black Cultural Awareness Society 
(NNBCAS) and served as the President of the organization 
for two years.
 Gemma Greene Waldron died on June 8, 2014. She 
was fifty-seven years old.

 

CORA
THOMASINA
WALKER

…was born on June 20, 
1922 in Charlotte, North 
Carolina to Benetta Jones 
Walker and William 
Walker. When she was a 
child, the family and her 
eight siblings moved with 
to The Bronx, New York. 
Her parents unfortunately 

separated and the family was left to survive depending on 
public assistance.
 Walker would graduate from the James Monroe High 
School in the Bronx. To help her family become independent 
and not remain on support from New York’s Department 
of Welfare, she obtained a job as a teletype operator with 
Western Union. To make extra income, she sold Christmas 
cards on the streets of New York. She then enrolled into St. 
Johns University, then located in Brooklyn, New York. Walk-
er earned her undergraduate degree from St. Johns in 1945 
majoring in Accounting. The following year, she received 
her law degree from St. Johns Law School.
 After obtaining her law degree and passing the New 
York State Bar exam in 1947, Walker became the first African 
American women to practice law in the state of New York. 
Unable to find a job with any of the established white law 
firms, she set up her offices in Harlem, New York. Walker 
was not able to join white social and legal association so 
she joined other organizations and networked any way she 
could. She read self help books and joined neighborhood 
charitable organizations.
 Walker was able through her networking to obtain her 
first client, an undertaker and served as a collector of bad 
debts. She then took on cases aimed at eradicating biases in 
the legal system. She focused her attention to the legal needs 
of the Harlem community and fought for city improvements 
as a committed activist. Walker was fortunate to have re-
ceived the attention of the New York Amsterdam News who 
featured her in their publication. Her long lost father reap-
peared and asked her to represent him after being struck by 
a car. She represented him in his claims for the injuries he 
suffered.
 In 1948, Walker married New York attorney, Lawrence 
R. Baily. The couple had two sons, Lawrence, Jr., who would 
later become a practicing attorney, and Bruce, who would 
become a physician. Walker and her husband would remain 
married for ten years before divorcing. By that time, she had 
taken on a partner, renaming her firm, Doles & Walker.
 As a practicing attorney, Walker represented corporate 
clients including the train company, Conrail; the Ford Motor 

Company; Texas Instruments; and Kentucky Fried Chicken. 
She also represented individual residents in personal inju-
ry claims, wills and probate cases, and common law cas-
es. Walker preferred to litigate cases for ordinary Harlem 
residents as opposed to the more elegant clients that could 
afford and called upon her services.
 Walker was active in the Republican Party. In 1958, she 
once ran for a seat in the New York State Senate. She was 
unsuccessful in her bid. She tried again in the 1964 election 
but again came up short for the Senate appointment. During 
that same time, Walker became the first woman and African 
American woman to serve as the President of the Harlem 
Lawyers Association.
 In 1970, The New York Times named Walker as one 
of the most powerful leaders in Harlem. She was the only 
female to make the coveted New York Times list. She was 
active in the National Bar Association and assisted in the 
founding of the Corporate Counsel Conference, which held 
an annual meeting sponsored by the Conference’s Commer-
cial Law section. The Corporate Counsel Conference was 
created to assist African American attorneys cultivate rela-
tionships with corporate clients.
 For the Harlem community, in her effort to improve their 
lives, Walker was instrumental in the founding of the Har-
lem River Consumers Cooperative (HRCC). The Cooperative 
served to provide food to the local neighborhood and raised 
funds by selling shares in the Cooperative for $5 per house-
hold, which allowed them further discounts on their food 
purchases. Within a few short years, the HRCC had annu-
al sales exceeding $2 million and became a threat to other 
union driven grocery stores. 
 Union officials initiated a protest campaign against the 
HRCC, which almost caused the closure of the co-op. After 
a federal investigation, it was discovered that union officials 
had accepted monies from a public relations firm whose 
partners owned a competing grocery store and played a cru-
cial role in attacking the HRCC. Walker, of course, served as 
the representing attorney in the litigations surrounding the 
case.
 By 1976, Walker’s son, Lawrence, had earned his law 
degree and Walker invited him to join her firm. He did so 
and she changed the name of her firm to Walker & Bailey 
with offices in Harlem. She became the Senior Partner in 
the law firm. Walker & Bailey served as one of the city’s few 
African American law firms serving the Harlem community. 
The two would practice law from her 125th Street offices 
before upgrading to a restored brownstone located at 270 
Lenox Avenue until her retirement. In 1999, Walker retired 
from practicing law.
 Cora Thomasina Walker died on July 13, 1006 of cancer. 
She was eighty-four years old.
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DAPHNE
WALKER

…received her Bach-
elor of Arts degree in 
English with a minor in 
Economics from Spel-
man College in Atlanta, 
Georgia in 1994. She 
was awarded a full merit 

scholarship to Atlanta’s Emory University School of Law 
where she obtained her law degree in 1997. After pass-
ing the Georgia State Bar exam, Walker’s first legal em-
ployment was in the Houston Judicial Circuit in Perry, 
Georgia. She became the first African American Assistant 
District Attorney for the Judicial Circuit prosecuting do-
mestic violence cases.
 Walker then became a Senior Assistant District Attor-
ney to the trial division of the Fulton County District At-
torney’s Office. She was later moved to the crimes against 
women and children unit where she focused her attention 
to child prostitution and human trafficking. In her role as 
the Fulton County District Attorney, Walker served as an 
advocate for the eradication of partner violence and for 
the protection of innocent children that were unable to 
protect themselves. 
 In 2002, Walker opened her own law practice, The 
Walker Law Group P.C.. Her focus centered on the rights 
of domestic violence victims, child custody cases, and 
child support enforcements. She supported and repre-
sented, pro bono, those unable to afford legal representa-
tion aimed at restoring their disrupted lives to normalcy. 
 In 2004, Walker was elected as the Chief Magis-
trate Judge of Clayton County, Georgia. She became the 
first African-American to be elected as a sitting Judge in 
Clayton County. Judge Walker would be re-elected in the 
2008 election. In the 2012 general election, she again 
was re-elected, this time without opposition.
 While serving on the bench, Judge Walker acquainted 
with the Partnership Against Domestic Violence (PADV), 
which is the largest nonprofit domestic violence organi-
zation in Georgia. She referred litigants that came before 
the court to the organization where they could receive 
help for themselves and their children harmed by domes-
tic violence. Walker would go on to chair Georgia’s state-
wide Judicial Council Task Force on Domestic Violence 
Courts.

 After fifteen years serving on the bench, Walker 
stepped down and was named President and CEO of the 
(PADV), which she had recommended to so many victims 
that she had serviced while on the bench. As President, 
she brought extreme experience to the issues surrounding 
intimate partner violence and her compassion for the in-
jured or abused gave strength to both the PADV and those 
seeking assistance from the PADV. In addition to her du-
ties at the PADV, Judge Walker taught classes at Clayton 
State University in Morrow, Georgia. She also served as 
an Attorney Coach for the Riverdale High School Mock 
Trial Team. In 2015, Judge Walker became the President, 
CEO, and Executive Director of the Buckhead Christian 
Ministry, where she currently serves.
 For her service to the legal profession and the com-
munities in which she has served, Judge Walker was 
recognized and placed on the cover of Georgia Trend 
Magazine’s 15th Annual “40 Under 40”. She was also 
highlighted by another Atlanta based magazine distrib-
uted statewide as a “Who’s Who in Black Atlanta” for 
her service in Georgia judicial circles. In addition, Judge 
Walker was given distinction for her service to the Girl 
Scouts of Greater Atlanta and the Girls Inc. of Greater 
Atlanta. 

EDWARD
GARRISON
WALKER

…was born in 1831 
in Boston, Massachu-
setts to Eliza and David 
Walker. His mother was 
a fugitive slave having 
fled the South and his 
father was a an African 
American abolitionist 

who authored a famous 1829 published appeal for black 
unity, “An Appeal to the Coloured Citizens of the World”, 
where he urged fellow blacks to come together as one to 
fight civil oppression and civic injustices. The published 
text brought national attention to the inequities of slavery 
and called on individuals to defy racial inequality based 
on religious and political tenets.
 Walker began his formal education by attending Bos-
ton public schools. In his younger years, he was trained 
to become a leatherworker. The craft would later be of 
great benefit, as he would establish his own a leather 
shop and employed fifteen leather workers. As a gifted 
craftsman, his leather goods were purchased by some of 
the wealthier Boston residents. Walker, due to his father’s 
political involvement, was always near the center of po-
litical activity in Boston during that time.
 In 1851, Walker, along with fellow abolitionists Lew-
is Hayden and Robert Morris, were among the team that 
fought for the release of Shadrach Minkins, a fugitive 
slave. Minkins had escaped slavery in Virginia and made 
his way to Boston and was working in a coffee house 
as a waiter when he was captured. Walker and several 
other white abolitionist attorneys filed a habeas corpus 
petition for Minkins’s release, which was denied by de-
nied by then Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, 
Lemuel Shaw. Not satisfied with the Justice Lemuel’s rul-
ing, a group of abolitionist stormed the jail, confiscated 
Minkins and hid him out in a Beacon Hill neighborhood 
home. He was then helped to escape to Canada via the 
Underground Railroad. The abolitionists were indicted 
for their part in Minkins’ escape but were later cleared of 
thy charges.
 Walker began studying the law by working in the 
law offices of John Q.A. Griffin and Charles A. Tweed in 
Georgetown, Massachusetts. In 1861, Walker took the 
Massachusetts State Bar exam and passed with ease. He 

became only the third African American to be admitted to 
the state bar.
 After practicing as an attorney for five years, Walker 
turned his attention to politics. In 1866, he was elected 
to the Massachusetts General Court, the state legislature 
representing Ward 6 as a Republican. He was one of the 
two first African Americans to be elected to the state leg-
islature. The other was and Charles Lewis Mitchell.
 Although a Republican, while in the legislature, he 
opposed many of the ideas the Party proposed and in 
the 1867 election, he was not re-elected to the General 
Court. Walker then changed political parties and regis-
tered as a Democrat. Many other African Americans fol-
lowed him and left the GOP for the Democratic Party.
 In 1883, Walker was nominated as a Judge by then 
Governor Benjamin F. Butler. The Republican Party, still 
angry about Walker’s departure from the Party, refused to 
ratify his nomination and instead awarded the judgeship 
to African American Republican, George L. Ruffin. Walk-
er would be nominated for a Judgeship on three different 
occasions and with each nomination, the Republican Par-
ty loyalist voted against his appointment.
 In 1885, Walker and other Democratic leaders, in re-
sponse to the difficulties they faced in legislative politics, 
founded the Negro Political Independence Movement. 
Five years later, he was elected as the President of the 
Colored National League. Four years after that, Walker 
was named as the nominee of the Negro Party, a short-
lived third party movement, as its’ candidate for the Pres-
idency of the United States. The party lost in that election.
 Edwin Garrison Walker died of pneumonia on Janu-
ary 13, 1901. He was seventy years old. 
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THOMAS
CALHOUN
WALKER

…was born on June 16, 
1862 into slavery in a 
small cabin at Spring 
Hill, Gloucester County, 
Virginia. The Emancipa-
tion Proclamation free-
ing all slaves was signed 
six months later by then 

President Abraham Lincoln. Rather than move North, as did 
many of the newly freed slaves, Walker’s parents chose to 
stay in Virginia working on the plantations in Spring Hill.
 The owner and former master of the plantation where the 
Walker family worked died and left his property to his son, 
William J. Baytop. Baytop and his wife had no children and 
convinced Walker’s parents to allow them to keep the young 
Walker and raise him. The parents agreed and renamed him 
Thomas, after his father Thomas Baytop, and after South Car-
olina Senator John C. Calhoun, thus, Thomas Calhoun. 
 When Walker became ten years old, he was old enough 
to work and was returned to the Walker family. Desperately 
wanting to go to school, his father would not allow him to 
do so believing he was too old to learn. Walker had to work 
the fields and whatever odd jobs he could find to support the 
family. At the age of thirteen, he was unable to read or write. 
He learned to do so when a Sunday school teacher gave him 
a book, “John Common’s Book”, where he learned to read 
the English language.
 Determined to get an education, when Walker became 
a middle teen, he had saved ninety-two cents and with it, 
he left Spring Hill making his way to Hampton, Virginia in 
an attempt to enter Hampton Institute. Due to his limited 
resources and limited education, he was not admitted to 
the school. Undetermined, Walker made contact with the 
Hampton founder, General Samuel J. Armstrong, and plead-
ed to be allowed to enroll into the Institute. Impressed with 
his resolve, Armstrong agreed to allow Walker to be admit-
ted conditionally that he work at the school doing the day 
and take classes at night. Armstrong offered Walker an op-
portunity to become a part of the first Work Study Program 
initiated in the United States.
 Walker gladly accepted the offer and began his studies 
at Hampton. He worked on campus doing the day perform-
ing whatever tasks was assigned to him and attended night 
classes with some being taught by Booker T. Washington. He 
completed his studies and was awarded his diploma on June 
16, 1883.

 To further is education and to obtain his law license, 
he scrapped what extra money he could earn to buy books 
studying law. He made little progress until he met and began 
studying law under former Confederate General William B. 
Taliaferro. Taliaferro took a liking to Walker and gave him 
access to his private library. Under Taliaferro’s tutelage, 
Walker completed his studies at Hampton and in 1887, he 
was admitted to the Virginia State Bar.
 Walker returned to Gloucester County to begin his law 
career. He became the first African-American lawyer to serve 
in the County. Some historians believe he was the first African 
American attorney in the Commonwealth of Virginia. None-
theless, as a lawyer, Walker began to work diligently on be-
half of African Americans with humble means charged with 
various crimes. He represented black men falsely accused of 
the rape of white women, a common occurrence and charge 
used by white women after being caught with their black lov-
ers during that time. He represented others that had committed 
a crime in their defense and hopes for a lighter sentence.
 In 1891, Walker entered the world of politics. At the 
age of twenty-nine, he was elected to Virginia’s Gloucester 
County Board of Supervisors. Five years later, he was ap-
pointed by then President William McKinley Walker as a Vir-
ginia Collector of Customs. He was the first black Collector 
in the state of Virginia.
 Years later, in 1934, then President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
appointed Walker as an advisor and Works Project Administra-
tion Consultant of Negro Affairs to the Virginia Emergency Re-
lief Administration. With his appointment and responsibilities, 
Walker was commonly referred to by the nickname of, “Black 
Governor” of Virginia. In his role in the administration, he 
fought for better education for blacks and lobbied for them to 
have a fair opportunity and if given the chance to further their 
education, as he had been given, they would be productive. 
For his resolve, Walker was then named as the Superintendent 
of Gloucester Negro Schools. As the Superintendent, Walk-
er was known for donating money to help build and support 
schools designed for African Americans in Gloucester County.  
 For his work on behalf of the Virginia Emergency Relief 
Administration, Walker was offered the position of Consul 
General to Guadalupe but declined preferring to remain in 
Gloucester County and focus on his humanitarian endeav-
ors. In 1921, Walker along with a group of others established 
the Gloucester Training School. The school served as the first 
free secondary public school for African-American students 
in Gloucester County. Years later, in 1986, it was renamed 
the Thomas Calhoun Walker School. Today the school serves 
the Spring Hill community as an elementary school.
 Thomas Calhoun Walker died in 1953 in his beloved 
Gloucester County, Virginia. He was ninety-one years old at 
the time of his death. 

JAMES
L.
WALKER, JR.

…received his law de-
gree from Washington, 
D.C’s Howard Universi-
ty. He obtained a Mas-
ter’s of Divinity degree 
from Yale University in 
New Haven, Connecti-
cut. He serves as the 

Managing Partner of Walker and Associates, LLP, a lead-
ing entertainment law firm. He also serves as the Presi-
dent of JW Consulting, LLC, an entertainment consulting, 
event management and planning company. In addition, 
he serves as the Managing Partner of J. Walker Realty, 
LLC, a commercial real estate acquisition firm.
 In his legal legal practice, Walker focuses on the 
areas of entertainment litigation, business matters, in-
tellectual property and corporate law. He has a long list 
of notable clients, including having representing actor 
and entertainer, Jammie Foxx; BET host Dr. Bobby Jones; 
Capitol Records pop superstar Cole; WNBA Star Ruthie 
Bolton-Holifield; and singer Yolanda Adams. He also has 
represented Director Bill Duke, Grammy Award Winners 
Hezekiah Walker, Shirley Caesar, Albertina Walker,  and 
Tramaine Hawkins. In addition, Walker has represented 
international minister Jackie McCullough and award win-
ning writer and producer Donald Lawrence.
 Walker has represented renowned journalist and 
scholar Dr. Barbara Reynolds, noted author and scholar 
Randall Robinson, and platinum rapper and actor DMX. 
He has given legal services to concert entertainers Patti 
LaBelle and Freddie Jackson and has negotiated contracts 
with gaming facilities, including Foxwoods Resort and 
Casino in Mashantucket, Connecticut to host the larg-
est urban and gospel music summit, The Urban IMPACT 
Summit. The Summit was created to bring together top 
industry leaders, political representatives, music artists, 
and professional athletes to bring opportunities and sup-
port to youth and adults in the urban communities of the 
United States. For his real estate ventures, Walker has ac-
quired five commercial units in Stamford and Hartford, 
Connecticut having of thirty-six units.
 Walker has served as an Adjunct Professor at the 
University of Connecticut School of Law where he taught 
Entertainment Law. He also served as a Professor at the 

Boston College School of Law and the University of Hart-
ford’s Hartt School of Music. He has published and re-
leased two music series, “This Business of Music” and 
“This Business of Urban Music”. He also has served as a 
guest commentator on issues surrounding entertainment 
for national networks such as CBS, BET, G Gospel Music 
Workshop, Power of Attorney, and Court TV’s Prime Time 
Justice. 
  Walker is married to Cristi C. Walker and together 
they have four children, Jordan, James III, Kristian Joi, and 
Zion. 
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JOHN
WINFIELD
WALKER

… was born in Hope, 
Arkansas and graduated 
in 1954 from Jack Yates 
High School in Hous-
ton, Texas. He the en-
rolled into the Univer-
sity of Texas in Austin, 
Texas as one of the first 

six African American undergraduate students to enroll 
into the University. After announcing his to intention try 
out for the schools football team majoring in petroleum 
engineering, his admittance was rescinded. Walker im-
mediately filed a federal lawsuit seeking to have his ad-
mission honored. 
 While awaiting for his lawsuit to take its’ course, 
Walker enrolled into Arkansas AM&N College in Pine 
Bluff to begin his undergraduate degree. He was never 
allowed to attend the University of Texas. Walker would 
ultimately graduate from AM&N in 1958 with a major in 
Sociology. He was married that year and also joined the 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc..
 As he graduated from AM&N, Walker took a job 
working as an Assistant Director of the Arkansas Council 
on Human Relations, an affiliate of the Southern Regional 
Council in Atlanta, Georgia. He also became involved 
with Daisy and L.C. Bates and became involved with 
desegregating the Little Rock, Arkansas public school 
desegregation plans. He received a John Hay Whitney 
Fellowship and entered graduate school at New York Uni-
versity in New York where he received his Master’s degree 
in 1961. He then attended Yale University Law School in 
New Haven, Connecticut graduating in 1964 with his law 
degree.
 After obtaining his law degree, Walker was selected 
to serve as an intern with the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) Legal Defense 
Fund. He was the third intern to be hired by the Legal 
Defense Fund. Three years later, in 1965, Walker opened 
his own law firm in Little Rock, Walker and Chachkin, 
one of only three racially integrated law firms operating 
in the South at that time. 
 As there were only a few African American attorneys 
practicing Walker to represent clients with their civil 
rights and general practice issues. He would go on to 

represent clients throughout Arkansas, as well as in Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma; Waco, Texas; and Killeen, Texas. 
Over the next several decades, Walker would be credited 
with litigating over two hundred federal cases related to 
civil rights and desegregation.
 The year that Walker opened his law firm, he became 
involved in Arkansas’ most important racial case, the Lit-
tle Rock school desegregation case. A suit had been filed 
by then attorney and civil rights attorney, Wiley A. Bran-
ton, Sr. and Walker joined in as a member of the team 
to integrate the public schools and the University of Ar-
kansas’s Law School. The two attorneys were also joined 
in the case by NAACP General Counsel and future U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice, Thurgood Marshall. 
 Later, in another historic discrimination case, Walker 
litigated a case against national retailer Wal-Mart, based 
in Bentonville, Arkansas. He successfully argued for fair 
employment on behalf of African American truck drivers. 
For his work on that case and the hundreds of other cases 
he litigated on behalf of equal civil right and desegrega-
tion, Walker was elected as a member of the Board of 
Directors to the NAACP’s Legal Defense Fund.
 In 2011, Walker had entered the political arena and 
was elected to the Arkansas House of Representatives 
representing District 34 as a Democrat. While in the 
House, he continued his fight for equal rights for Afri-
can Americans and other underserved Arkansas citizens 
working to ensure their civil rights were not abused or 
taken advantage of. In 2016, Walker was arrested after 
filming the police arrest of an African American motorist 
stopped and arrested for driving a vehicle without license 
plates or having a valid driving license. When asked the 
police why he was filming, Walker simply replied that he 
was filming to ensure the police did not kill the young 
man. 

REGGIE
BARNETT
WALTON

…was born on February 
8, 1949 in Donora, Penn-
sylvania. He earned his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1971 from West Virginia 
State University in Insti-
tute, West Virginia. He 
obtained his Juris Doctor-
ate degree from Washing-

ton, D.C.’s American University Washington College of 
Law in 1974.
 In his first professional legal position, Walton worked 
as a staff attorney in the Defender Association’s office in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He worked as a staff attorney 
for several years before becoming the Chief of the Career 
Criminal Unit in the United States Department of Justice 
(DOJ) Attorney’s Office. Walton then was named to a po-
sition in as an Executive Assistant United States Attorney 
for the District of Columbia. He was then named as an 
Assistant United States Attorney. He served in that capac-
ity for four years.
 In 1981, then Presidents Ronald Reagan appointed 
Walton as an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of 
the District of Columbia. He served as an Associate Judge 
for two years. He returned to serve again in 1991 being 
re-appointed by then President George H.W. Bush. Judge 
Walton remained on the Court’s bench this time for ten 
years.
 As a member of the Superior Court, Judge Walton 
served as the Presiding Judge of the Court’s Family Di-
vision, Presiding Judge of the Court’s Domestic Violence 
Unit, and as the Deputy Presiding Judge of the Court’s 
Criminal Division. He also served as President Bush’s As-
sociate Director of the Office of National Drug Control 
Policy in the Executive Office. In addition, Judge Walton 
served as President Bush’s Senior White House Advisor 
for Crime.
 In 2001, Walton was appointed by then President 
George W. Bush as a United States District Judge for the 
District of Columbia. Three years later, President Bush 
named Judge Walton as the Chair of the National Prison 
Rape Elimination Commission, which was created by the 
United States Congress and given the mission to identify 
methods to stop incidents of prison rape. Recommenda-
tions were submitted to the President and the U.S. Attor-
ney Genera and then implemented in Federal Bureau of 
Prison detention facilities.

 In 2005, the U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice Wil-
liam Rehnquist appointed Judge Walton to the federal ju-
diciary’s Criminal Law Committee. Judge Walton served 
on the Commission for five years. During that time, then 
Chief Justice John Roberts appointed Judge Walton as a 
Judge of the United States Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Court. That appointment was for a seven-year term. 
In 2013, Judge Walton assumed the position of Presiding 
Judge of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court.
 During his tenure on the bench, Judge Walton has 
presided over some of the most significant cases that have 
come before the Court. He presided over the 2007 “U.S. v. 
Libby” trial, which involved former Chief of Staff, Scooter 
Libby to then Vice President Dick Cheney. Libby was found 
guilty of four of five counts of perjury, obstruction of jus-
tice, and making false statements to federal investigators. 
 Judge Walton also presided over the case of the “U.S. 
v. Roger Clemens”. In that case, professional baseball 
pitcher Roger Clemens was charged with three counts of 
making false statements to members of the U.S. Congress, 
two counts of perjury, and one count of obstruction of 
justice. Clemens has been called before Congress to tes-
tify on his use and other professional baseball players of 
performance enhancing drugs. Judge Walton has presid-
ed over other important cases while serving on the bench, 
including, “Hatvill v. John Ashcroft et al”, the Guantana-
mo Bay detainment center and habeas corpus petitions, 
and “Mohammon v. Bush”, another habeas corpus peti-
tion.
 Judge Walton has traveled internationally to give his 
opinions and to provide legal instruction to other inter-
national Judges, including traveling to Irkutsk, Russia to 
instruct Russian Judges on criminal law. Domestically, he 
has served as an Instructor in the Harvard University Law 
School’s Advocacy Workshop in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts. He has also served as a faculty member at the Na-
tional Judicial College in Reno, Nevada.
 Judge Walton has been given far to many awards and 
honors to be listed here. A few of his distinguished hon-
ors include receiving the Presidential Who’s Who District 
Court Judge of the Year, an Honorary Doctorate of Laws 
Degree from West Virginia State University, and a Lead-
ership in Education Award from the Washington Semester 
Program at American University. He has also been award-
ed an Honorable Robert A. Shuker Memorial Award, a 
James R. Waddy Meritorious Service Award, and a H. Carl 
Moultrie Award. In addition, Judge Walton has been in-
ducted into the Mid Mon Valley, Pennsylvania All Sports 
Hall of Fame and the Ringgold High School Rams Club 
Hall of Fame.
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BENJAMIN
WARD

…was born on August 10, 
1926 in Brooklyn, New York 
as one of eleven children. He 
graduated from Brooklyn’s Au-
tomotive Trades High School 
in 1944 and was then drafted 
into the United States Army. 
He became a military police-
man in the Army as well as 
a criminal investigator. He 
served two years in Europe be-

fore being honorably discharged.
 Returning to the United States, Ward joined the New York Po-
lice Department (NYPD). He was the first African American police 
officer assigned to the 80th Precinct in his hometown of Brooklyn. 
As the first to police, he received resentment from both the white 
Brooklyn residents and his fellow white police officers as well. The 
precinct Captains refused to give him a locker in the station forcing 
Ward to dress at home and wear his uniform to work. He rode the 
New York City Subway in uniform for three years back and forth to 
work before being assigned a locker.
 Ward served Brooklyn for fifteen years as an officer eventually 
rising to the rank of Lieutenant. He served in several different de-
partments during those fifteen years, including working in the Patrol 
Division, the Juvenile Aide Division, the Detective Division, and 
the Legal Bureau. While working as a police officer during the day, 
Ward studied at night to earn his undergraduate degree at Brooklyn 
College. He would continue his night classes and earn a law degree 
from Brooklyn School of Law, graduating in 1965 with honors.
 Ward would then be named as Special Legal Counsel to then 
New York Police Commissioner Howard R. Leary. He would then 
become, in 1966, the Executive Director of the NYPD’s Civilian 
Complaint Review Board. Two years later, he became the Deputy 
Police Commissioner of Trials where he served as the Chief Hear-
ing Officer overseeing all departmental disciplinary matters. Ward 
then was named as the Deputy Commissioner of Community Affairs 
having responsibility for the Youth Aid Division and the Auxiliary 
Forces Section.
 In 1973, then Mayor John V. Lindsay appointed Ward as the 
Traffic Commissioner. As Traffic Commissioner, Ward reassigned 
uniformed traffic controllers to street duties to free other street po-
lice officers from minor traffic issues to patrolling to curb more vio-
lent crimes. The following year, Ward established the Criminal Jus-
tice Agency, which regulated and evaluated bail for those arrested 
to cut costs on housing arrested city residents.
 In 1978, then Mayor Edward I. Koch named Ward as the Chief 
of the New York City Housing Authority. A year later, Mayor Koch 
named him as the head of the New York City Department of Correc-
tions. He served in that capacity for four years before being named 
again by the Mayor as the New York City Police Commissioner. With 
that appointment, Ward became the first African American to lead 
the New York City Police force.
 As Police Commissioner, Ward served at the helm of the largest 
police department in the United States. He took over the Commis-

sioner’s job just as the use of drug use was on the rise, in particular 
crack cocaine. With the introduction of this new drug, crime in the 
city rose dramatically. Murders related to funding the use of drugs 
and murders related to organized crime increased as well. 
 Along with the increase in the popularity of crack cocaine, the 
city still had issues with race relations from years past, which cul-
minated with the 1988 Tompkins Square Park Riot. Because of the 
crack cocaine epidemic, drug users, drug pushers, and those that 
had become homeless due to their drug use had taken over the city 
park as squatters. With neighborhood residents and city officials in 
arms about the 24-hour constant traffic through the park, the city 
wanted to institute a 1 a.m. curfew. Protestors gathered to oppose 
the city ordinance and clashes erupted between protestors and the 
police. The NYPD came in, heavy handed, to enforce removal of 
the squatters resulting in over one hundred complaints of police 
brutality. It was later determined that the NYPD had incited the riot.
 Ward would oversee other controversial incidents involving 
the NYPD. In 1972, two police officers, Philip Cardillo, Vito Na-
varra along with other police officers responded to a call at a Har-
lem Nation of Islam Mosque, an African American Muslim religious 
organization. Commissioner Ward and leading members of the 
Mosque had an agreement that police officers would not enter the 
Mosque without approval. When the police entered the Mosque, 
they were met with gunfire. Cardillo was shot and killed during 
the gunfire exchange. Other police officers were forced out of the 
Mosque leaving Cardillo, Navarra, and fellow officer Ivan Negron 
locked inside. 
 The NYPD eventually broke down the doors of the Mosque 
to find Cardillo dead on the floor with Mosque member Louis 17X 
Dupree standing over him with a gun. Before he could be arrested, 
Minister Louis Farrakhan and Charles Rangel, the Harlem legislative 
representative arrived ordering the police not to arrest Dupree cit-
ing self defense for the officers having entered the Mosque despite 
an agreement that the would not. Farrakhan and Rangel warned of 
an impending riot if Dupree was arrested. NYPD officials ordered 
the officers to stand down and Commissioner Ward released those 
that had been arrested during a skirmish that occurred outside of 
the Mosque once word hit the community of what was taking place 
at the Mosque. Ward also apologized to Minister Farrakhan for the 
police violating the standing agreement that the police would not 
enter the mosque. His apology drew great criticism from members 
of the NYPD and many white city residents.
 Ward would have to deal with many other life threatening and 
civil disturbance issues that faced the city during his tenure. He 
oversaw the city’s organized crime issues, political racketeering is-
sues, and the increasing drug problems that plagued the city. Ward 
would retire from the NYPD in 1989. He remained active in retire-
ment by serving on various Boards of Directors for legal and civic 
organizations until becoming ill. Before his death, he served as an 
Adjunct Professor of Law at Brooklyn Law School, as an Adjunct 
Professor of Corrections at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice, 
and as an Adjunct Professor of the Hudson Valley Community Col-
lege in Troy.
 Benjamin Ward died on June 10, 2002. He was seventy-five 
years old.

HORACE
TALIAFERRO
WARD

…was born on July 29, 1927 
in LaGrange, Georgia to his 
single mother, Minnie Ward. 
He was his mother’s only 
child and never knew his fa-
ther. He lived with his grand-
parents due to the fact that 
his mother lived as a domes-
tic with the white family that 
she served. When he was 
nine years old, his mother 

had made enough money to care for Ward herself.
 Ward did not start elementary school on time but once 
he was enrolled, he was eager to learn. When he finished the 
fourth grade, he was skipped past his fifth grade and placed in 
the sixth grade. By the time he graduated from the East Depot 
Street High School in 1946, he was the Valedictorian of his se-
nior class.
 In 1950 Horace T. Ward became the first African American 
to challenge the racially discriminatory practices at the Uni-
versity of Georgia (UGA). Although the all-white UGA School 
of Law rejected Ward’s application and a federal court subse-
quently upheld the university’s decision, Ward’s challenge to 
the university’s segregationist policies began a legal process that 
would eventually bear fruit in 1961. He would later become 
the first African American ever to serve on the federal bench in 
Georgia.
 After completing high school, Ward enrolled into More-
house College in Atlanta, Georgia where he majored in Political 
Science. While at Morehouse, he joined the Alpha Phi Alpha 
fraternity. Completing his undergraduate studies in 1949, he en-
tered Atlanta University, later renamed Clark Atlanta University 
in Atlanta where he earned a Master’s degree in 1950. While 
attending Atlanta University, Ward was mentored by William 
Madison Boyd, then the Chair of the Political Science Depart-
ment and President of the Georgia branch of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). Boyd 
was urged to look into a law career of which he always had an 
interest.
 Georgia’s premier law school at the University of Georgia 
(UGA) in Athens, at the time, did not permit African Americans 
to attend its’ law school and Ward had no desire to attend a law 
school outside of the state. Boyd and the NAACP were looking 
for someone that would be willing to fight to break the segregat-
ed policies of the law school and asked Ward to participate. He 
agreed and applied for admission to UGA’s Registrar, Walter N. 
Danner, on September 229, 1950. His application was forward-
ed to the University Board of Regents, a procedure that white 
applicants did not have to process through. 
 Ward received a reply from L.R. Seibert, the Executive Sec-
retary of the Board of Regents who offered Ward out-of-state tui-
tion assistance. Paying out-of-state tuition for African Americans 
wanting to enter the law profession was a common practice of 
higher learning institutions in the South during that time. Ward 

responded that he did not seek out-of-state tuition but wanted 
to enter the UGA Law School asking Seibert to judge his appli-
cation on its’ merits.
 After repeated attempts for a decision on the application, 
after nine months, Registrar Danner informed Ward that his 
application had been denied. Ward tried for the next year in 
vain for an explanation of why his application was denied with-
out any type of reply from UGA. Word finally came that Ward 
was unqualified despite his stellar academic performance and 
grades at Morehouse and at Atlanta University. The University 
then changed their admission policies requiring potential stu-
dents to take an entrance exam and to provide two letters of 
recommendations, one from an UGA law school alumni and 
the other from a Superior Court Judge in the district where the 
applicant resided.
 The NAACP then stepped in to litigate Ward’s entrance into 
the law school. His case, represented by attorneys Constance 
Baker Motley and Donald Hollowell, was filed against the UGA 
on June 23, 1952. As the trial date drew closer, it had to be post-
poned as Ward was called to serve in the United States Army. 
He would have to serve two years. He did so stationed in Korea. 
Upon his discharge from the Army, the case was resumed.
 The case would linger with motion after motion being filed 
by the UGA seeking dismissal of the case. After more than six 
years from Ward submitting his application, a court date was 
reset for December 17, 1956. That two was delayed but on Feb-
ruary 12, 1957 a ruling came from then Judge Frank A. Hoop-
er who dismissed the case on the grounds that Ward did not 
resubmit his application under the new guidelines established 
by the UGA and that Ward had since filing the application en-
tered Northwestern University’s Law School in Chicago, Illinois, 
which made the case a moot point. Ward decided not to pur-
sue entry into the UGA Law School to complete his studies at 
Northwestern.
 Ward went on to obtain his law degree from Northwestern 
in 1959. He then returned to Georgia and became a part of at-
torney Baker and Hollowell’s legal team to continue the fight 
to desegregate the UGA. Two years later, in 1961, Hamilton E. 
Holmes and Charlayne A. Hunter were admitted to the UGA Law 
School by court order handed down by then Judge William A. 
Bootle, ending 175 years of segregation at the UGA Law School.
 After the admissions of African Americans to the UGA, 
Ward went into private practice. He then served as a Deputy 
City Attorney for the city of Atlanta. He became an Assistant 
County Attorney for Fulton County, Georgia and served as a 
Judge to Fulton County’s Civil Court. Judge Ward also served on 
the bench of the Superior Court of Georgia.
 Ward then became a partner in the law firm of Hollowell, 
Ward, Moore, and Alexander. In 1965, he was elected as a Sen-
ator in the Georgia state legislature. Years later, then President 
Jimmy Carter appointed him as a federal Judge on the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Northern District of Georgia. He was the first 
African American ever to sit on a federal bench in the state of 
Georgia. Judge Ward attained senior status in 1994 and ironi-
cally was given an honorary law degree from the UGA, but not 
until 2014, sixty-four years after he first applied for admission.
 Judge Horace Taliaferro Ward died on April 23, 2016. He 
was eighty-eight years old. 
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EVERETT
J.
WARING

…was born on May 22, 1859 
in Springfield, Ohio to Melin-
da C. and James S. Waring. 
His mother was a former slave 
and his father was a Principal 
of colored schools in both 
Springfield and Columbus, 
Ohio. His father was also a 
descendant of Virginia Captain 
William Waring. 
 Waring graduated from Co-
lumbus High School in 1877. 

He took a job as a teacher in the public schools of Columbus and 
Springfield with the help of his father. A year later, he became the 
Principal of the Columbus school that his father had served. He 
remained Principal of the colored school for five years until the city 
public schools were integrated and his job position was terminated. 
 In order to find work, Waring left Ohio and moved to Washing-
ton, D.C. to take a job with the Department of the Interior (DOI) as 
an Examiner of Pensions. He enrolled into D.C.’s Howard Univer-
sity to pursue his law degree while working at the DOI. He com-
pleted his law degree studies in 1885 graduating with honors. He 
passed the District of Columbia Bar exam and began to practice law 
in D.C.. The following year, Waring was awarded a Master’s degree 
from Howard.
 Waring was then asked by then Baltimore, Maryland’s Reverend 
Harvey Johnson, the founder of the Mutual Brotherhood of Liber-
ty, to assist him in the integration of Maryland’s state courts that 
had laws restricting African Americans from practicing in the state 
courts. The Brotherhood was a Baltimore group formed to advocate 
and facilitate the fair treatment for African Americans and had been 
fighting for years to have African Americans admitted to the Balti-
more City Superior Court Bar. Waring accepted Reverend Johnson’s 
offer and moved to Baltimore.
 In Baltimore, Warring then met his wife, Katie E. Johnson, the 
daughter of a prominent barber, Harry H. Johnson and together the 
couple had four children. He joined the Union Baptist Church and 
became active in the church’s affairs. He would later join the St. 
John’s African Methodist Episcopal Church and served as the Super-
intendent of the Sunday school. Years later, in 1897, Waring would 
become an ordained minister.
 Waring made his application to the bar and surprisingly was ac-
cepted and admitted to the bar of the Supreme Bench in Baltimore. 
With his admission to the bar, he became the first African American 
attorney in the state of Maryland. He then became the attorney for 
the Brotherhood. In 1887, Waring was admitted to practice before 
the Maryland State Court of Appeals in Annapolis.
 In serving as the legal counsel for the Brotherhood, Waring took 
on cases that challenged segregation on steamships, discrimination 
in insurance policies, and other cases related to racial injustices. 
He litigated to have the public schools hire more African American 
schoolteachers, argued for the desegregation of juries in court trials, 
and lobbied for the eradication of lynching. 
 Waring joined the Odd Fellows, the St. James Beneficial Society, 
and the Knights of Pythias in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Waring 
also became actively involved in the Republican politics of Balti-
more. When Ida B. Wells, the famed African American journalist 
and newspaper Editor paid a visit to Baltimore to speak, Waring 
served as the Chair of the meeting that she came to Baltimore to 

give. By 1890, Waring had become a prominent civic leader in the 
African American community and had built a successful law prac-
tice as well. His law practice had provided him with a great deal of 
money, which allowed him to purchase a three-story brick home. 
With that purchase, he became more involved with real estate and 
eventually accumulated over forty houses.
 In 1895, Waring established the Lexington Savings Bank. The 
bank was the first African Americans financial institution in the 
state of Maryland founded and managed by an African American. 
In the first held meeting of the banks potential stockholders, inter-
ested citizens purchased $3,500 in stock and then could vote on 
the banks officers. Waring was chosen as the Banks’ President. The 
bank opened for business on May 15, 1895 with $10,000 in capital 
stock.
 Waring stepped aside from his law practice to give full time to 
the banks operations as its’ President. Within a year, the bank had 
several hundred depositors made up of laborers, elderly pensioners 
and poorer class Baltimore citizens. The Bank was able to convince 
several local African American church’s to move their money to the 
bank, including the Sharp Street Church of Bengles. Unfortunately, 
less than one year later, the bank suffered a major scandal, which 
would run Warings reputation and his career in Baltimore.
 The bank’s bookkeeper, George L. Stanley, noticing discrepan-
cies in the banks affairs, had become suspicious of Waring. Stan-
ley called an emergency meeting on Saturday, March 6, 1897 of 
the banks Directors with Waring called to explain the discrepan-
cies. He told the Directors that he would have a full reporting on 
Monday, the next schedule meeting of Directors. Waring then went 
home and told his wife that he was going to Washington, D.C. for 
a short business trip. On Monday, Waring did not return and was 
absent from the bank’s Director’s Monday meeting. Two days later, 
on March 8, 1897, with Waring nowhere to be found, the bank was 
placed into receivership.
 With Waring being the only one that had access to the bank’s 
safe and with him being the only one that knew the combination, 
the bank’s receivers forced upon the safe to find only $28.72 in 
cash. The found several promissory notes, some of which were 
owed to Waring himself. Waring was still missing in action.
 To prepare to return, Waring sent telegrams to several local Bal-
timore newspapers to announce when he would arrive and that he 
was prepared to give a full statement to be published that would 
explain the banks failure. On March 12th, Waring returned to Bal-
timore. Explaining that he had given thought to taking his own life 
because of the shortfalls of the bank, Waring gave details of his 
efforts to keep the bank afloat, including giving of his own money 
to cover the overhead of the bank. He gave part of the failure to the 
stockholders who had not given much of their time to the bank with 
all of the responsibilities falling upon his shoulders. He admitted 
that he tried to keep things in order but was unable.  The Maryland 
State’s Attorney ultimately charged Waring with embezzling $700 
from the bank.
 After his indictment, Waring left Baltimore to return to Ohio. He 
only returned for the trial, which was moved from Baltimore City 
to neighboring Howard County in order to give him a fair trial. At 
his trial, Waring was acquitted of all charges as he himself did not 
benefit from the loss of the banks’ money but instead was owed 
money from the promissory notes that he had left in the bank’s s 
safe, which showed that he was attempting to keep the bank afloat 
with his own savings. He, like other stockholders and bank deposi-
tors had lost money with the failure of the bank. With his reputation 
irreparably damaged, Waring, the first African American attorney in 
the state’s history, left Baltimore never to return. 

CRAIG
A.
WASHINGTON

…was born on October 
12, 1941 in Longview, 
Texas. He received his un-
dergraduate degree from 
Prairie View A&M Univer-
sity in Prairie View, Tex-
as. He graduated in 1966 
with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Biology. 
To obtain his law degree, 

Washington attended Texas Southern University Law 
School in Houston, Texas at the top of his class and with 
honors. After graduating from Texas Southern in 1969, he 
took a job at his alma mater as the Assistant Dean and as 
an Assistant Professor of Law.
 After serving for one year as the Assistant Dean, Wash-
ington left Texas Southern to become a founding member 
of the Houston based law firm of Washington & Randle, 
later renamed, Washington, Lampley, Evans & Braquet.  
He then ran for a seat in the Texas House of Representa-
tives representing the 86th District. Washington ran at the 
appropriate time, as the U.S. Supreme Court had recently 
passed legislation calling for one-man, one-vote across 
the voting districts of Texas and the United States. With 
the African American voters voting, Washington was vic-
torious in his campaign. He would spend the next seven-
teen years in the state legislator, eventually becoming a 
Texas State Senator in 1982 representing the 13th Senato-
rial District.
 In 1989, tragedy struck. Washington’s friend, U.S. 
House of Representative George T. “Mickey” Leland was 
killed in the Gambela Region while traveling to Ethiopia. 
Washington, like many in Texas, was at a loss when word 
came of his death. In a special election, Washington was 
elected to replace Leland and to represent Texas’ 18th 
Congressional District. 
 While in Congress, Washington served on several 
committees, including the served on the Committee on 
the Judiciary, the Control and the Government Opera-
tions Committee, and the Education and Labor Commit-
tee. He also served on the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee and served as a member of the Select Committee 
on Narcotics Abuse Committee. In addition, Washington 
served as the Whip for the Congressional Black Caucus, 
the Whip-At-Large of the Democratic Whip Organization 

of the House of Representatives, and as Vice-Chairman 
for the Democratic Study Group Executive Committee.
 Washington was re-elected to the U.S. Congress 
twice but lost in bid for the third term in the Democratic 
primary of 1994. He lost some support when opponent 
and then Houston City Councilwoman Sheila Jackson Lee 
criticized Washington for his missed House votes and for 
not being a good steward of his personal finances. Lee 
defeated incumbent Washington, winning 63% of the 
votes. 
 Washington left Washington, D.C. and returned 
to private practice. He accepted a position as a Distin-
guished Visiting Professor at Texas Southern University’s 
Law School teaching Evidence and Criminal Law courses. 
He received national fanfare when he represented Tyrone 
Williams, a truck driver that was arrested in 2003 for the 
deaths of nineteen illegal immigrants he was transporting 
that suffocated in the back of the truck he was driving. 
The case was one of the deadliest cases involving human 
trafficking in U.S. history. Williams was sentenced to life 
in prison for the deaths.
 Washington once found himself needing representa-
tion. He was accused by three teenage boys of shooting 
into their car as they exited the parking lo of Washing-
ton’s law office. He claimed he fired in self-defense as 
the boys were attempting to back into him. Washington 
had previously instructed the teens that they were ille-
gally parked on private property. He was charged with 
aggravated assault with a deadly weapon but avoided jail 
time by pretrial diversions.
 Washington’s plea deal called for him to be placed 
on two years probation and having to complete sixty 
hours of community service. If he follows the conditions 
and guidelines set by the court during those two years, 
the charge against him will be dropped. With the case 
settled, Washington returned to perform work at his law 
office. 
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ERIC
T.
WASHINGTON

…was born on Decem-
ber 2, 1953. He received 
his undergraduate de-
gree in 1976 from Tufts 
University in Medford, 
Massachusetts. His law 
degree was earned at 
the Columbia University 

School of Law in New York City, New York in 1979.
 After graduating from Columbia, Washington began 
his legal career working for the law firm of Fulbright & Ja-
worski in their Houston, Texas offices. There, he engaged 
worked on general labor and employment cases. He then 
moved to Washington, D.C. to take a job serving as the 
Legislative Director and Legal Counsel to Texas U.S. Con-
gressman Michael A. Andrews. After spending time with 
Congressman Andrews, Washington returned to Fulbright 
& Jawarski, joining their D.C. offices.
 Washington’s next legal position was as the Special 
Counsel to the Corporation Counsel, now called the At-
torney General for the District of Columbia. He would 
then, in 1987, become the Principal Deputy Corporation 
Counsel serving in that capacity for two years. Washing-
ton then became a partner in the law firm of Hogan & 
Hartson where he remained for five years.
 In 1995, Washington was appointed as an Associate 
Judge to the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. 
As an Associate Superior Court Judge, Judge Washington 
presided over criminal cases brought before the Drug 
Court. He also presided over Domestic Violence Unit 
cases, tax and probate cases, and presided over cases in-
volving certification of other Judges. In addition, Judge 
Washington oversaw cases involving children abused 
and neglected.
 In 1999, Judge Washington was appointed by then 
President Bill Clinton to the D.C. Court of Appeals. Judge 
Washington became the Chief Judge in 2005 and served 
in that role until March of 2017. During his tenure on the 
bench, he has served as the Co-Chair of the Strategic Plan-
ning Leadership Council for the District of Columbia Courts 
and has served as a member of the Standing Committee on 
Fairness and Access to the Courts. Judge Washington has 
also served on the Access to Justice Commission.
 Judge Washington has served on other committees 
involved with the District of Columbia Bar, including the 

Bar’s Nominating Committee and the Criminal Justice 
Act/Counsel for Child Abuse and Neglect Committee. He 
also has served as a member of the Standing Committee 
on the Federal Judiciary and the Steering Committee for 
the D.C. Affairs Sections. Judge Washington is a member 
of the Board of Directors for the Boys and Girls Clubs of 
Greater Washington and the Board of Directors for the 
Boys and Girls Clubs Foundation. In addition, he was a 
former member of the Board of Directors for the Einstein 
Institute for Science, Health and the Courts and served as 
the Chair of the Board of Directors of the Advanced Sci-
ence and Technology Adjudication Standards, Credential 
and Accreditation Board.

HAROLD
LEE
WASHINGTON

...was born on April 15, 1922 
in Chicago, Illinois to Bertha 
and Roy Washington. His fa-
ther, one of Chicago’s first Pre-
cinct Captains in the city and 
a lawyer gave young Walter 
plenty inspiration to continue 
the Washington legacy in Illi-
nois. His mother was a song-
stress in the entertainment 
industry. Walter and his two 

siblings, a grew up in the Bronzeville neighborhood of Chicago. The 
center of black culture for the entire Midwest in the early to middle 
20th century, Bronzeville gave Washington firm footing for his future 
aspirations.
 Washington graduated as a member of its’ first graduating class 
from DuSable High School, newly established as a racially segregated 
public high school. A gifted athlete in track, after placing first in the 
110 meter high hurdles event and second in the 220 meter low hur-
dles, Washington became bored with the challenges of his classwork. 
Between his junior and senior year, he dropped out taking a job at a 
meat-packing plant before finding a job at the U.S. Treasury in Chicago.
 He met his soon to be wife, seventeen year old Dorothy Finch, 
and quickly married her. He was twenty years old at the time, just old 
enough for the armed services. With the bombing of Pearl Harbor by the 
Japanese on Sunday, December 7, 1941, the U.S. was drawn into World 
War II and Washington, without a high school diploma, was drafted into 
the United States Army.
 After basic training, Washington’s racially segregated unit of the 
U.S. Army Air Corps Unit of Engineers was sent overseas. Based in the 
Philippines, he and his unit were responsible for the building of runways 
for bombers and protective fighter aircraft on Leyte and Luzon Islands. 
They refueled planes, and worked on returning damaged aircraft. 
 Returning from the war, Washington decided to complete his 
G.E.D. requirements in order to attend college. Because of America’s ra-
cial educational divide during those times, Washington, like many other 
blacks who were not permitted to enroll into major colleges, enrolled 
into Chicago’s Roosevelt University, known for its’ “nondiscriminatory 
progressive principles” where, in 1949, he earned a Bachelor’s degree. 
He then enrolled into Northwestern University’s law school located in 
Evanston, Illinois. He was the only black in his class and finished his 
degree requirements in 1952.
 While at Roosevelt, Washington became involved in student and 
city issues. After being named to a committee that supported city-wide 
efforts to outlaw “restrictive covenants” in housing, i.e., the legal means 
that prohibited blacks and Jews from purchasing real estate in predomi-
nantly white Chicago neighborhoods, Washington was elected the third 
President of Roosevelt’s Student Council. 
 As President, he took on such issues as student representation 
on faculty committees, a “Bill of Rights” for students, and the Illinois 
state legislators’ probe of “subversives” and “loyalty oaths” for teachers. 
Washington graduated from Roosevelt in August 1949 with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree. He also became a member of the Phi Beta Sigma fraternity.

 From 1952 through 1965,  Washington worked in the offices of the 
3rd Ward Alderman, former Olympic athlete Ralph Metcalfe and was 
pivotal in the organizing of the 3rd Ward’s Young Democrats (YD). Not a 
radical by any means, Washington avoided the “in your face politics” of 
some of his allies. There he met Mary Ella Smith who he dated for twenty 
years before proposing.
 Along with several others, in 1960, the Chicago League of Negro 
Voters (LNV), one of the first black political organizations in the city, was 
formed. Focused on the election of black candidates, the LNV helped 
win several Aldermanic seats and was instrumental in Washington’s own 
run for the state legislature and that of Mayor. 
 Washington won election to the Illinois House of Representatives 
in 1965 serving the city’s 26th District. He supported economic equality 
and was an advocate for black rights. He helped to spearhead to make 
the birthday civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. a national holiday. 
He fought for the  Fair Housing Act, the state’s Fair Employment Practices 
Commission (FEPC), and the state Civil Rights Act.
 His time in the legislature brought one serious legal problem. Con-
victed of tax evasion for not filling several years tax returns, in 1972, 
Washington spent thirty-six days in jail. Despite that blemish, he be-
came a State Senator in 1977. Three years later, he won a seat in the U.S. 
House of Representatives.
 On April 29, 1983, Washington was sworn in as Mayor of Chicago, 
largely due to the Voting Rights Act that he had supported during his 
time in the U.S. House of Representatives. With more than 100,000 new 
voters registered, he won 37% of the vote on and resigned his seat in 
Congress the following day.
 As Mayor, Washington ran into stiff opposition to much of his pro-
posed legislation and nominees to boards and commissions. He faced 
the issues of city population losses, a massive decrease in ridership on 
the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA), and increased crime. He was op-
posed by the “Vrdolyak 29”, a name given to twenty-nine legislators 
that went against Washington’s every move. Fortunately, they could not 
garner the 30th vote needed to override Washington’s veto power. From 
that position, Washington ruled by veto.
 Despite the opposition, Washington worked to reverse the redis-
tricting of the city’s wards that the City Council had created that gave 
them majority votes in legislative matters. During special elections in 
1986, enough of Washington supporters had been elected to the City 
Council that  gave Washington a 50-50 split of the fifty Aldermen. As 
Chairman of the City Council, his decisive vote enabled him to break a 
25-25 tie-vote allowing him to enact his programs.
 Establishing the Political Education Project (PEP) in 1984, Washing-
ton used this organization to support his interests in electoral politics. 
PEP helped organize statewide elections for political candidates and al-
lies aligned with Washington’s agendas. PEP was pivotal in helping the 
election of two Aldermen that helped Washington break the “Vrdolyak 
29” hold on the City Council.
 While at his office desk discussing school board issues with his 
press secretary, Washington suddenly slumped over falling unconscious. 
Rushed to Northwestern Memorial Hospital, unable to be resuscitated, 
Washington was pronounced dead at 11:00 a.m. on November 25, 
1987. Cook County Medical Examiner confirmed that Washington had 
died of a heart attack. He is buried in Oak Woods Cemetery in his home-
town, Chicago.
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WALTER 
EDWARD

WASHINGTON

...was born in Dawson, 
Georgia. A part of the 
Great Migration, named 
apply for the many freed 
slaves that left the south-
ern U.S. states relocating 
to the northern states af-

ter slavery end in 18673, Washington’s family moved  to 
Jamestown, New York where he attended public schools. 
He earned a Bachelor’s degree from Howard University, 
joined the Omega Psi Phi fraternity and went on to obtain 
a law degree the university’s School of Law in 1948. 
 After graduating from Howard, Washington was hired 
as a supervisor for D.C.’s Alley Dwelling Authority. Pres-
ident John F. Kennedy later appointed him as the Execu-
tive Director of the National Capital Housing Authority, 
a housing department of the District of Columbia admin-
istered by Congress. He rand the department until 1966 
when he moved to New York City to head the much larger 
Housing Authority there.
 At the urging of President Lyndon Johnson, in 1967, 
Congress passed a law replacing the three-commissioner 
government that had run the capital since 1871. A more 
modern government comprising a single commissioner 
and a nine-member city council was installed with all 
appointments made by the President. Johnson appoint-
ed Washington to the post of Commissioner, retitled as 
“Mayor-Commissioner.” Washington became the first Af-
rican-American Mayor of a major American city.
 Washington assumed leadership of a city torn by ra-
cial divisions and a Congress full of hostility. His first bud-
get to Congress was met with racial hatred. Democrat-
ic Representative John L. McMillan, chair of the House 
Committee on the District of Columbia, responded to 
the budget request by having a truckload of watermel-
ons delivered to Washington’s office. When riots erupted 
after the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1968, 
FBI director J. Edgar Hoover urged Washington to shoot 
the rioters of which he refused instead walking by myself 
through the city urging the angry youths to go home.
 On December 24, 1973, Congress enacted the Dis-
trict of Columbia Self-Rule and Governmental Reorgani-
zation Act which provided for an elected Mayor and City 

Council. In anticipation of the new law, Washington be-
gan a campaign to run against six local challengers. He 
won the primary election by 4,000 votes. He easily won 
the November general election. With home rule going 
into effect January 2, 1975, Washington was sworn in by 
Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall,  becoming the 
city’s first popularly elected Mayor since 1871.
 In the 1978 Democratic mayoral primary, Wash-
ington ran for re-election against Councilmen Stanley 
Tucker and Marion Barry finishing third. He left office on 
January 2, 1979 announcing that city had a $41 million 
budget surplus, based on the Federal government’s cash-
on-hand financial system. Using the more common ac-
crual system, Barry corrected the financial picture show-
ing that Washington had left a $284 million debt and not 
a surplus.
 After ending his term as mayor, Washington joined 
the New York-based law firm of Burns, Jackson, Miller & 
Summit. He opened the firm’s Washington, D.C. office 
and built on his network. Washington remained a public 
figure beloved in the District. His political advice was 
much sought after for years.
 As a tribute to Washington, he short alley running 
alongside the Wilson Building, 13½ Street, St., was des-
ignated Walter E. Washington Way in his honor. A new 
housing development in D.C.’s Ward 8 was also named 
the Walter E. Washington Estates. In 2006, the Council of 
the District of Columbia approved legislation renaming 
the Washington Convention Center located at 801 Mt. 
Vernon Place, NW, in his honor, now known as the Wal-
ter E. Washington Convention Center.
 Washington died on October 27, 2003, at Howard 
University Hospital. His body laid in state at the City 
Hall, the John A. Wilson Building, as hundreds of mourn-
ers came to pay their respects. His funeral the Washing-
ton National Cathedral was attended by just as many.

BARBARA
MAE
WATSON

...was born on Novem-
ber 5, 1918 in New York 
City, New York to Vio-
let Lopez Watson and 
James S. Watson. From 
an early age, she knew 
she was destined for a 
legal career as her father 

had become the first black judge elected in New York 
State and her mother was one of the founders of the Na-
tional Council of Negro Women along with Mary Mc-
Leod Bethune.
 Watson’s family tree of important contributors to their 
communities and the United States at large is validated 
by her bloodline. Her grandfather, James Samuel Watson, 
was a New York City Municipal Judge and the first African 
American lawyer admitted to the American Bar Associa-
tion. Her brother, James Lopez Watson, became the first 
a sitting Judge of the United States Customs Court to hear 
cases in the Deep South.
Her cousin, General Colin L. Powell, became the U.S. 
Secretary of State during the George W. Bush presidency.
 After completing her studies at Hunter Model School 
and High School, Watson matriculated to Barnard Col-
lege in New York City, graduating in 1943. She accepted 
a position as an interviewer for the United Seamen’s Ser-
vice. Six years later, she began a charm school and mod-
eling agency. She served as the Barbara Watson Models 
Executive Director until 1956. She then took a job as 
Coordinator of Student Activities at Hampton Institute in 
Hampton, Virginia.
 Watson decided to obtain her law degree so she en-
rolled into the New York Law School. In 1962, she gradu-
ated with her degree in hand, ready to conduct business. 
During the next several years, she would work as an at-
torney for several New York City government agencies, 
including the Office of the Corporation Counsel of the 
City of New York, the Board of Statutory Consolidation 
of the City of New York, and as Director of the New York 
City Commission to the United Nations. 
 In 1966, Watson took the position as Special Assistant 
to the Deputy Under Secretary of State for Administration 
for the United States Department of State. Serving as Spe-
cial Assistant for two years, President Lyndon Johnson in 

July of 1968, nominated her to become Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State for Security and Consular Affairs. She 
later acted as Acting Assistant Secretary. She became the 
first African American Assistant Secretary of State and the 
first woman to serve as Assistant Secretary of State. She 
held office for six years resigning from her post in 1974 
when the Nixon Administration sought to replace her 
Democratic appointment with a Republican appointee.
 Leaving government, Watson took a job as a legal 
consultant with Walter Annenberg’s Triangle Publications 
of Philadelphia, later Radnor, Pennsylvania. She lectured 
at nearby colleges and universities and gave advice to 
her coveted clients. Three years later, Jimmy Carter was 
elected as the 39th President of the United States. Watson 
found herself back in government.
 Upon taking office on January 20, 1977, now Presi-
dent Carter, asked Watson to return to work for the gov-
ernment. She accepted and took a position with the State 
Department as Assistant Secretary of State for Consular 
Affairs. Watson would remain in this office for three years 
until August of 1980.
 Needing a United States Ambassador to Malaysia, 
President Carter appointed Watson to that post. With 
credentials in hand, she served as Ambassador March 1, 
1981. After her appointment as Ambassador was com-
pleted, Watson returned to the U.S. and her business en-
deavors. Two years later, she died a sudden death.
 On February 18, 1983, in Washington, D.C., at the 
age of sixty-four Watson died. A public servant all her 
life, she is remembered for her dedicated service to pub-
lic endeavors having served for many years with distinc-
tion and grace.
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JAMES 
LOPEZ
WATSON

...was born in on May 
21, 1922 in Harlem, 
New York City to Violet 
and James S. Watson. 
Raised in an educat-
ed family, his Jamaican 
born father, James S. 
Watson, for 18 years, 

was a Justice in New York’s Municipal Court. Watson, Sr. 
also served  for four years as the President of the Munici-
pal Civil Service Commission.
 Growing up in Harlem, the heart of African Ameri-
can cultural awareness, Watson was surrounded by a life 
filled with music, art, intellectual thought, civil rights and 
public service and affairs. As a young adult, he had a 
firm understanding for the process of law. Having worked 
alongside his father, by the time, the younger Watson fin-
ished high school, he knew that he too would be a lawyer 
and a judge.
 After high school, World War II had begun and Wat-
son entered the U.S. military to fulfill his duties as a sol-
dier. During the war, he was assigned to serve his duties 
in Italy. He became a member of the all-black 371st In-
fantry Regiment, 92nd Division, better knows as the Buf-
falo Soldiers of World War II. Wounded, he returned to 
the U.S.  with a Purple Heart and the Infantry Combat 
Badge.
 Once back in the U.S., Watson enrolled into New 
York University to obtain his undergraduate degree, grad-
uating with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1947. For his 
law degree, he went on to attend Brooklyn Law School 
graduating with his  Bachelor of Laws degree in 1951. 
As he began to practice private law, he found himself in-
creasingly interested in politics. In 1954, he ran and was 
elected to the New York State Senate. In 1963, Watson he 
ran and was elected to New York’s Civil Court.
 In 1959, Watson met U.S. Senate Majority Leader 
Lyndon Johnson. They formed a mutual admiration and 
respect for their common ideals. Johnson was selected by 
presidential candidate John F. Kennedy as running mate 
for the 1962 election. Two years later, the Caribbean 
country of Jamaica, on August 6,1962, won its’ indepen-
dence from Britain. Watson was chosen by President Ken-
nedy to accompany Vice President Johnson to represent 
the U.S. at the Jamaican Independence Day celebrations. 

Johnson and Watson’s friendship continued to grow of the 
next several years. After President Kennedy was assassi-
nated, Johnson assumed the presidency of the U.S..
 In 1966, then President Lyndon B. Johnson appointed 
Watson as a Senior Judge to the United States Customs 
Court. Charged with cases involving imported goods, 
how they are classified and valued. The rule on issues 
surrounding tariffs, the duties of custom procedures and 
unfair practices by traders. In 1980, the court was reor-
ganized by Congress being renamed the United States 
Court of International Trade. Watson served on the court 
for thirty-five years.
 As a sitting Judge of the United States Customs Court, 
any one of the nine judges, at any time, can be assigned 
to hear a case in any of the Federal District Courts in the 
United States.  Watson sat on the bench and decided Cus-
toms Court cases in the states of California, Georgia, Flor-
ida, Oregon, Texas and Washington. As a Senior Judge, 
Watson presided over many civil and criminal cases.
 The first African American to be assigned to hear 
cases in America’s South, Watson became a first. After 
the Civil War and during the Reconstruction Era, there 
had been a few black judges that had presided over local 
courts. There had never been, however, a black to lead a 
federal court in the Deep South ever before.
 In 1970, Watson, as a federal judge and as Chairman 
of the Court’s Rules and Practices Committee, he had a 
hand in modernizing the courts processes. He was pivot-
al in bringing the Court in line with the rest of the federal 
judiciary system.  He helped to introduce computers to 
the court. He was a leading voice in the implementation 
of the Customs Court Act of 1970. In 1991, Watson be-
came the Senior Judge of the Court.
 Judge James Lopez Watson, one of the most senior 
black members of the federal judiciary, died of cancer on 
Saturday, September 1, 2001 at his home in Harlem. He 
was seventy-nine years old at the time of his death.  
 In his honor, in 2003, the courthouse at 1 Federal 
Plaza in Manhattan was renamed the James L. Watson 
United States Court of International Trade Building.

JAMES 
SAMUEL
WATSON

...was born on May 29, 
1882 in Spanish Town, Ja-
maica to Elizabeth Jones 
Watson and James Mi-
chael Watson. Both par-
ents were born on the Ca-
ribbean island of Jamaica. 
His father worked for 
the Jamaica Government 

Railway as a conductor and platform foreman.
 Watson’s received his elementary and high school ed-
ucation in Jamaica. He attended Beckford and Smith’s High 
School although he did not graduate. He began to work in 
earnest for money to continue his education. He took a job 
at Myrtle Bank Hotel as a cashier and another as a bookkeep-
er and chief clerk for Constant Spring Hotels in Kingston.
 At the age of twenty-three, Watson had saved enough 
money to pay his way and moved to New York City. Arriving 
in the U.S., Watson immediately began to look for work. He 
also enrolled into a Harlem high school to complete his high 
school education. He graduated high school in 1910. 
 While attending high school, he was given a job at the  
law firm of House, Grossman and Vorhaus in New York City. 
Working during the day as a clerk, for three years, Watson 
took night classes at the City College of New York. He was 
also taking night classes at  New York’s Law School. He re-
ceived an LL.B. degree from the law school in 1913.
 On July 3, 1913, Watson became a United States citi-
zen. Nine months later, he took and passed the bar exam 
and was admitted to the bar of New York. In May of  1914 
he was admitted to practice before the United States District 
Court for the Southern District of New York. For six years, as 
a lawyer representing House, Grossman and Vorhaus, Wat-
son assisted in many of the firm’s most important cases. By 
1920, he had worked his way up in ranks to become head of 
the firms’ Department of Corporate and Tax Law.
 Watson left House, Grossman and Vorhaus in 1920 to 
form, along with two other black attorneys, a private practice 
of their own. In 1922, in New York’s Special Franchise Tax 
Division, he became Special Assistant Corporation Counsel 
to the City of New York. For ten years, Watson and his part-
ners would represent many notable clients on various legal 
issues. He had as one of his most cherished clients, Marcus 
Garvey, a Jamaican born political leader, publisher, journal-
ist, entrepreneur, orator, and proponent of the Pan-African-
ism movement of the 1920s.

 In 1930, Watson ran and was elected as a municipal 
judge in New York. He became, along with Charles E. Toney, 
one of the two first black judges ever elected in the state. 
Watson would go on to serve in that capacity for twenty 
years, retiring in 1950.
 During his lengthy career, Watson was involved in sev-
eral landmark cases. In 1934, he ruled in the case of North 
German Lloyd Steamship Company. A bondholder in the 
company sued over interest payments believed due them. 
In his decision, Watson ruled that the German government 
moratorium on interest payments to bondholders was not 
binding. The ruling was later upheld by the higher court.
 In 1943, the New York City Bar Association, at their an-
nual dinner, honored Watson. He had that year became the 
first African American lawyer admitted to the American Bar 
Association, since 1912. The American Bar Association had 
a strict no African-Americans being admitted policy. There 
had been several black members of the American Bar Asso-
ciation but their race “was not known” as they had passed 
for white.
 In his 1940 campaign for re-election, Watson for the 
first time faced some difficulty. Although he was endorsed by 
the Association of the Bar of the City of New York and prom-
inent African American supporters including the powerful 
Adam Clayton Powell Jr., Watson had one big  adversary that 
opposed his re-election. Tammany Hall, a New York City 
Democratic Party political machine, had many notable Irish 
members who were against Watson’s nomination for the 
position. They eventually relented and Watson went on to 
win the re-election by a wide margin of nine-to-one. Three 
years later, in 1943, Watson would become the first African 
American since 1912 to become a member of the all white 
American Bar Association.
 Many thought that Judge Watson should have become 
the first African American United States Supreme Court Jus-
tice. The fairness in his opinions and decisions made him a 
prime candidate for the Court. Unfortunately, the racial tide 
of those times would not permit such a nomination to occur. 
That distinction and appointment would later be given to 
Thurgood Marshall in October of 1967.
 In 1950, Watson retired from the bench. Not done, he 
became the President of the Municipal Civil Service Com-
mission. He served as President for two years until his death 
in 1952. To honor his service and that of his beloved com-
munities, over 3000 people attended his funeral. Nearly ev-
ery high ranking city official was in attendance. To give the 
highest honor from City of New York, then Mayor Vincent R. 
Impellitteri was one of Watson’s pallbearers. 

Photo Not 
Available
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KEITH
W.
WATTERS

…received his under-
graduate degree in 1976 
from Ithaca College in 
Ithaca, New York with 
honors. While study-
ing for his undergradu-
ate degree, he worked 
as a journalist and had 

several articles published that spoke on women’s rights, 
worker’s rights, civil rights issues, and the operations of 
the Central Intelligence Agency. He then earned his Juris 
Doctorate degree from Washington D.C.’s Georgetown 
University Law Center in 1979. After leaving George-
town, Watters remained in Washington to begin his pro-
fessional legal career.
 In 1980, Watters founded his law firm, Keith Watters 
& Associates. He focused his attention on the areas re-
lated to personal injury caused by automobile accidents. 
He represented victims and their injuries to ensure they 
received proper care from reliable doctors and negotiated 
settlements with insurance carriers to obtain satisfacto-
ry compensation. His specialties includes uninsured and 
under insured motorists, hit and run accidents, unknown 
drivers, rear end and parking lot accidents, and construc-
tion zone incidents. He also handles cases related to bi-
cycle and pedestrian accidents, drunk driving citations, 
and accidents involving death. 
 Watters has served as the President of the Washing-
ton Bar Association (the National Bar Association, and the 
Bar Association of the District of Columbia. He has also 
served as the President of the Foundation of the Bar Asso-
ciation of the District of Columbia.  For the American Bar 
Association, Watters has served on several committees 
during his legal career, including serving on the Ethics and 
Professional Responsibility Committee, the Professional 
Discipline Committee, and theMedical Professional Lia-
bility Committee. In 1997, Watters led an eighty-member 
National Bar Association delegation to Ghana, African 
where they held discussions on the emerging democracy’s 
laws. He then served as a member of a conference that 
spoke about on line racism, which exposed the activities 
of white supremacist groups on the Internet. 
 In 2000, Watters became a member of the Board of 
Trustees of Ithaca College. He was elected to serve for 

successive terms, leaving the Board in 2010. As a Trust-
ee, he advocated for diversity at the College and called 
for greater financial aid for minority students. Watters has 
been asked to speak on these subjects and other nation-
al issues on several national news networks, including 
CNBC, CNN, Fox News Channel, and MSNBC, and other 
local news broadcasting channels. 
 Watters is licensed to practice before courts in the 
District of Columbia, Maryland, and New York. He can 
argue cases before the United States Supreme Court, the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, the 
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Colum-
bia Circuit, the District of Columbia Court of Appeals, and 
the United States District Court for the District of Colum-
bia. He can also litigate cases before the Court of Appeals 
of Maryland, United States District Court for the District 
of Maryland, the United States Court of Federal Claims, 
the United States Tax Court, the United States Bankruptcy 
Court for the District of Columbia, and theUnited States 
Bankruptcy Court for the District of Maryland.
 Watters has received many accolades and honors 
during his professional career. He has been named as 
a Trial Lawyer of the Year and has been recognized for 
his dedicated work by the National Association of Black 
Women Attorneys, the Washington Bar Association, and 
the Bar Association of the District of Columbia. He has 
been awarded the Gertrude E. Rush Award from the Na-
tional Bar Association and is a Life Sustaining Fellow of 
the American Bar Foundation. That coveted award is only 
given to one percent of the Foundations lawyers.
 Watters is married to Patricia Watters, also an at-
torney, who works along side him in his law firm. She 
oversees the firm’s appellate work. They have three chil-
dren, Katherine, Michael, and Ryan. The firm is located in 
Washington, D.C..

MELVIN
LUTHER
WATT

…was born on Au-
gust 26, 1945 in Steele 
Creek, North Carolina 
to Evelyn Lucille (née 
Mauney) and Graham 
Edward Watt. He grad-
uated from York Road 
High School in Char-

lotte, North Carolina before entering the University of 
North Carolina (UNC) at Chapel Hill graduating in 1967 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Adminis-
tration. Watt graduated from UNC as a Phi Beta Kappa 
graduate and served as its’ President.
 Watt earned his Juris Doctorate degree in 1970 from 
Yale University Law School in New Haven, Connecticut. 
At Yale, he served as a published member of the Yale Law 
Journal. After receiving his law degree, Watt returned to 
North Carolina to begin his law career.
 In 1971, Watt became a practicing attorney for the 
law firm formerly known as Chambers, Stein, Ferguson, 
and Becton. While working as a staff attorney, Watt served 
as the manager of the successful political campaign of 
Harvey Gantt when Gantt ran for a seat on the Charlotte 
City Council. Watt would also manage the successful 
campaigns for Gantt when he ran for Mayor of Charlotte 
in 1974 and the unsuccessful campaign when Gantt ran 
for the United States Senate representing North Carolina 
in 1990.
 During that time, Watt built his law firm where he 
specialized in minority business and economic develop-
ment law. He also was involved in several small busi-
ness ventures. In 1985, Watt entered the political arena 
himself and won a seat in the North Carolina Senate. He 
served for only one term before deciding to postpone any 
future political office until his children completed high 
school to devote more time to family matters. 
 In 1992, Watt Watt returned to politics and was elect-
ed as a member of the United States House of Represen-
tatives as a Democrat representing North Carolina’s 12th 
Congressional District. He would be re-elected to eight 
more terms and currently serves his North Carolina con-
stituents proudly. While serving in the House, Watt has 
been a member of the House Financial Services Commit-
tee and the House Judiciary Committee. 

 In of 2004, Watt was unanimously chosen as the 
Chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) and 
served in that position for two years. He has served as a 
member of the Congressional Human Rights Caucus, the 
Congressional Progressive Caucus, the Democratic Study 
Group, and the Steering Committee. He also co-spon-
sored the Paul Wellstone Mental Health and Addiction 
Equity Act.
 In 2006, Watt took part in the protest at the Sudanese 
Embassy in Washington, D.C. that called attention to the 
ongoing genocide in the Dufar region of Sudan and was 
arrested for his part in the protest. In Congress, Congress-
man Watt has voted on a liberal platform and is one of 
the most liberal congressional members to ever represent 
the state of North Carolina. He is a member of the Con-
gressional Progressive Caucus and has voted along party 
lines.
 In 2013, Congressman Watt was nominated by then 
President Barack Obama to become the Director of the 
Federal Housing Finance Agency (FHA). His nomination 
drew sharp criticism from Republican members arguing 
that no politician should ever represent the agency. Some 
said he lacked technical expertise on housing financing 
with Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid calling to invoke 
cloture on the nomination. After a testy voting process, 
Congressman Watt was eventually confirmed to become 
the Director on a Senate vote of 57-41 in favor. In becom-
ing the Director of the Federal Housing Finance Agency, 
Watt is in charge of administering and has oversight of 
the FHA, Fannie Mae, and Freddie Mac, all federal hous-
ing entities under federal rule.
 Congressman Watt lives in Charlotte along with his 
Wife, Eulada Paysour Watt and the couple have two sons, 
both graduates of Yale. He is a member of the Mt. Olive 
Presbyterian Church and serves as a member of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple. He is also involved with many local professional, 
civic and community organizations in the Charlotte area.
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PAUL
R.
WEBBER, III

… was born on January 
24, 1934 in Gadsden, 
South Carolina to Clem-
mie Embley Webber 
andPaul Rainey Webber, 
Jr.. Both of his parents 
were educators having 
met as students at South 

Carolina State University. His mother, was a published 
writer having written, “My Treadwell Street Saga and The 
College Soda Shop – An Education for Life”, which told 
the story of the business of a Soda Shop store. 
 As a child, Webber attended the Felton Elementary 
School, which was a South Carolina State University Lab 
School. He attended Wilkinson High School graduating 
in 1951. To receive his Bachelor of Arts degree, he at-
tended South Carolina State University in Orangeburg, 
graduating in 1955 with a degree in Political Science. He 
remained at the University to attend it’s law school where 
he obtained his Juris Doctorate degree in 1957.
 After passing the South Carolina State Bar exam, 
Webber moved to Columbia, South Carolina where he 
began his law practice. He also taught at Allen University. 
The following year he became married.
 In 1959, Webber moved west to take a job at the Uni-
versity of California at Los Angeles (UCLA) as an assistant 
law librarian. A year later, he accepted a position as as-
sociate legal counsel to Golden State Mutual Insurance 
Company. After working for the insurance company for 
five years, he became a trial attorney for the Antitrust Di-
vision of the United States Justice Department. 
 In 1967, Webber took a job as the managing attorney 
for the Neighborhood Legal Services Program. During 
the Los Angels riots of 1968, he represented many Los 
Angeles citizens that were arrested for taking part in the 
disturbance. The following year, he became a partner in 
the law firm of Thompson Evans Dolphin and Webber. 
The firm would later change its’ name Dolphin Branton 
Stafford and Webber.
 Webber would later move back east to Washington, 
D.C. to teach at Howard University’s School of Commu-
nications and at George Washington University’s School 
of Law. Several years after that, he was appointed as a 
Judge to the District of Columbia Superior Court. For his 

dedicated work on the bench, in 1996, Judge Webber 
was named as the “Outstanding Trial Judge of the Year” 
and was rated “One of the Best Trial Justices in the Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area” by Washington Magazine. He 
was named Senior Judge in 1998. To give honor to Judge 
Webber, the National Bar Association inducted him into 
its’ Hall of Fame that year.
 Judge Webber has served as a member of the Joint 
Center for Political and Economic Studies Think Tank and 
the Council for Court Excellence. He is also a member 
of the Guardsmen. In addition, he has served as a Board 
member and general counsel to the Boule, Sigma Pi Phi. 
 Judge Webber is also the author of, “Enjoy the Jour-
ney, One Lawyer’s Memoir”. He is married to his wife, 
Fay DeShields Webber. Together, they have three grown 
children. 

LUCILE
A.
WATTS

…is a native of Alliance, 
Ohio and attended pub-
lic schools there. She 
received her undergrad-
uate degree from the 
University of Detroit 
and her L.L.B. and Juris 
Doctorate degrees in 

1962 from the Detroit College of Law in Detroit, Michi-
gan. The following year, Watts passed the bar exam and 
was admitted to practice law.
 Watts began her professional legal career in private 
practice and opened her own law firm. She gave her at-
tention to laws surrounding public housing and became 
the representing attorney to the U.S. House of Represen-
tative’s Labor Committee. The Committee was charged 
with rewriting the U.S. Workmen’s Compensation Law. 
Watts also served as a member of the Rules Committee 
for the District Court of Washington, D.C. In addition, she 
served as the legal counsel for a Pilot Rehab Project in 
Washington D.C. and represented the Township of Royal 
Oak, Michigan.
 In 1978, Watts was elected as a Judge of the Com-
mon Pleas District Court for the City of Detroit. Two years 
later, she was elected as a Judge to the Third Judicial Cir-
cuit Court serving Wayne County Michigan. She became 
the first African American woman to serve on the Circuit 
Court in Michigan. Judge Watts would serve on the Court 
for fourteen years.
 Judge Watts has served as a member of the Amer-
ican Bar Association, the American Judicature Society, 
the Michigan Bar Association, and the Michigan Judges 
Association. She also is a member of the Association of 
Black Judges of Michigan, the Wolverine Bar Association, 
and the Women Lawyers of Michigan. In addition, Judge 
Watts has served as the President of the Women’s Divi-
sion of the National Bar Association.
 Outside of her judicial duties, Judge Watts has given 
of her time to support local charitable and civil organiza-
tions. She has given support to the national branch of the 
YWCA and supports the YWCA of Metropolitan Detroit. 
For the YWCA, Judge Watts has served as the Northern 
Branch Chair, has served on the YWCA Board of Direc-
tors, the Board of Trustees, and has served as a member 

of the Leadership Team. She also lends her time volun-
teering to Focus: HOPE, an organization that fights to 
eradicate racism and poverty by providing education and 
training to interested citizens. In addition, Judge Watts 
has served as the Vice President and Board member to 
Detroit’s Woodward Academy.
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KAREN
D.
WEBSTER

…is a native of Mem-
phis, Tennessee and at-
tended Lauderdale El-
ementary, now Walker 
Elementary and spent 
her middle school years 
at Longview Junior 
High, She graduated 

high school from South Side High School before enter-
ing the University of Tennessee at Knoxville where she 
earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in 1981. For her law 
degree, Webster remained at the University of Tennessee 
to study at its’ College of Law. She obtained her Juris Doc-
torate degree in 1985.
 After passing the Tennessee State Bar exam, Webster 
took a job as an Assistant City Attorney and City Prose-
cutor. She served in that capacity for seven years working 
under Judges Larry Potter, Nancy B. Sorak, Kay S. Robilio, 
Earnestine H. Dorse, Sarah Kyle and Walter L. Evans. She 
was elevated to the position of Chief Prosecutor. Webster 
served as the Chief Prosecutor for seven years and han-
dled over four hundred cases on a daily bases.

 While serving as the Chief Prosecutor, Webster also 
served as an Academic Support Instructor at Memphis 
State University, now the University of Memphis in Mem-
phis, Tennessee. She also worked as a Business Tax Audi-
tor for the Internal Revenue Service. In addition, Webster 
worked as Affiliate Broker at a local real estate agency.
 In 2000, Webster became an Assistant County Attor-
ney and an Assistant Contract Administrator for Tennes-
see’s Shelby County Government. During that time, she 
also served as a Transactional Attorney for three years. 
She then returned to private practice. In private practice, 
Webber specialized in family law, juvenile cases, small 
claims, probate, and real estate closings.  
 In 2006, Webster was elected to the Shelby County 
Probate Bench. She was the first African American female 
to be named to the Probate Court. While serving on the 
bench, Judge Webster was known for her patience and 
her determination to performing her duties the right way. 
She became the “go to” Judge by her colleagues, those 
she supervised, and to her superiors. 
 Judge Webster has been married for over nineteen 
years and has two children. 

ALLEN
J.
WEBSTER, JR. 

…was born in New 
Orleans, Louisiana but 
raised in Los Angeles, 
California. He received 
his undergraduate de-
gree in 1963 from Pep-
perdine University in 
Malibu, California in 

Business Administration. His law degree was obtained 
from the Southwestern University School of Law in Los 
Angeles in 1971. 
 After passing the California State Bar exam, Webster 
began his legal career working as an associate attorney 
at English Square Law Center in Los Angeles. He then 
became a sole practitioner and partner in the law firm of 
Hairston, Webster and Johnson. He would remain a part-
ner in the firm for thirteen years. He specialized in civil 
law, criminal law, family law, and probate law. 
 In 1985, Webster became a partner in the law firm of 
Whitaker, Curls, Levine and Webster. He later accepted 
the position of Commissioner for the Compton Judicial 
District in Compton, California. He remained Commis-
sioner for only a few years.
 In 2001, Webster was appointed by then Governor 
Gray Davis as a Judge to the Los Angeles Superior Court. 
He presided over the criminal trial court and served as 
the supervisor to the civil courts. He later became the As-
sistant Supervising Judge for Los Angeles’ South Central 
Judicial District. 
 Judge Webster has served as the President of the 
National Bar Association (NBA), has held leadership 
positions in the Judicial Divisions of the American Bar 
Association (ABA). He is also a member of the State of 
California’s Access and Fairness Advisory Committee. As 
a Committee member, Judge Webster works closely with 
California youth helping them to reach their life’s goals 
and to become productive citizens to their communities. 
 Judge Webster has served as the President of the 
Langston Bar Association as well as the California Asso-
ciation of Black Lawyers. He has served on the Execu-
tive Committee of the Law Practice Management Section 
of the California State Bar and is a founding committee 
member of the Los Angeles County Bar’s Indigent Crim-
inal Defense Committee and Panel. Judge Webster has 

also served on the ABA’s Task Force on Minorities and 
the Justice System and on the ABA’s Council on Racial 
and Ethnic Justice. He has also served on the State Bar 
of California’s Commission on Judicial Nominees Evalu-
ation, served on the Los Angeles County Solo and Small 
Law Firm Executive Committee, served as President of 
Southwestern University School of Law’s Alumni Board, 
and also served as a member of the University’s Board of 
Trustees.
 In addition, Judge Webster has served as a member 
of the State of California’s Access and Fairness Advisory 
Committee, the Los Angeles Superior Court’s Fairness and 
Access Committee, the ABA’s Judicial Division’s Standing 
Committee on Minorities in the Judiciary, and the ABA’s 
Coalition on Racial and Ethnic Justice Stand Your Ground 
Task Force. He has served as a Judicial Advisor to the 
California Association of Black Lawyers and as a member 
of the Executive Committee of the Los Angeles County 
Bar Indigent Criminal Defense Panel. Judge Webster has 
also served as the Co-Chair of the Convention Committee 
for the NBA and as a Board member for the Langston Bar 
Association.
 Judge Webster has been given many awards during 
his legal career. One of his awards was presented by the 
American Bar Association when they gave him its’ 2015 
Difference Makers Award. The award is given to a living 
or deceased attorney that has made significant contribu-
tions to the legal profession. He has received the Wiley 
Branton Award from the NBA and was inducted into its’ 
Hall of Fame and also inducted into the Hall of Fame of 
the Langston Bar Association.
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ORZO
THADDEUS
WELLS

…was born in Pennsylva-
nia in the 1940s. When he 
was one year old, his fam-
ily moved to Greensboro, 
North Carolina where his 
father took a position as a 
minister in the Church of 
God in Christ. Wells at-
tended the public schools 

of Greensboro. He knew from an early age that he wanted to 
become a lawyer. 
 After graduating from high school, Wells enrolled into 
Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia where he received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1953. He chose Boston University 
School of Law as the school to study for his law degree due to 
the fact that the law schools in the South did not accept African 
American students a the time. He graduated from Boston Uni-
versity in 1956. While in college, Wells joined the Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity. After completing his law studies, Wells moved to 
New York City, New York to begin his law career.
 Soon after arriving in New York, Wells was drafted into the 
United States Army. Instead of enlisting into the Judge Advocate 
General’s Corps as most lawyers did, he chose to become a 
weather observer. After being honorably discharged from the 
Army, he became a clerk in the Wall Street law firm of Fink 
and Pavia. After passing the New York Bar exam, Wells became 
a junior partner for William Chance, Jr., an African American 
attorney. They formed a law firm with Nathan Mitchell, Chance, 
Mitchell & Wells. He stayed with the firm for three years before 
leaving to join attorney R. Franklin Brown to establish, Wells 
& Brown, which later became Wells, Brown, Mason, Bums & 
Hall. 
 It wasn’t long before he landed a big case representing Levi 
Valentine, one of the defendants in the famous “Rap Brown 
Case”. Wells also became the legal counsel to the largest Pen-
tecostal Church in the world, the Church of God in Christ and 
served as one of the lead attorneys for civil rights organization, 
the Council for Racial Equality (CORE). Wells would go on to 
represent other attorneys, judges, and elected officials. He even 
represented underworld gangsters, “Bumpy” Elsworth Johnson 
and “Red” Dillard Morrison. In addition, Wells served as legal 
counsel to Jazz great, Miles Davis and served as legal counsel 
to the “Five Percenters”, a division of the Black Muslims.
 Wells then became the President of the National Bar As-
sociation (NBA). As President, he campaigned for other African 
American attorneys to become involved and worked to improve 
the association’s finances as a way to grow the organization. 
With additional funding, he felt the association could do more 

to help the African American community. He also opened the 
Executive Board meetings to anyone that wished to attend and 
actively recruited attorneys to join the NBA from the Bahamas.
 Wells worked to increase the legal training of attorneys en-
tering the field of law urging them to take advantage of educa-
tional opportunities that will help them better serve the African 
American communities. He formed new committees to address 
the needs of the organization and staffed them with those he 
thought could assist him in growing the organization. He set 
out to attract more young attorneys to join the organization and 
become actively involved.
 Wells’ efforts paid of as the NBA drew record crowds to 
its’ New York and Las Vegas conventions. As President, he was 
critical of the state of Pennsylvania’s rule that limited the amount 
of cases an African American lawyer could take on at one time. 
He argued that the policy was unfair to attorney’s livelihood and 
how could the state dictate what was too much and what was 
too little. Wells also lobbied for African Americas to elect Afri-
can American judges that would have the interests of the African 
American community at heart. He also tried to bring about a 
better relationship between the NBA and the Black Law Students 
Association, which had a generation gap in the two separate 
association’s operations. After his term expired as President of 
the NBA, Wells became the Vice President of the National Legal 
Aid and Defender’s Association. He also became a member of 
the Board of the C.H. Mason Theological Seminary of the Inter-
denominational Theological Center in Atlanta, Georgia. 
 In the early 1970s, Wells was chosen by then President 
Richard Nixon to become a part of a Department of Defense 
delegation of three attorneys to travel to Germany on a fact 
finding mission, “Operation Awareness”, that sought answers to 
problems between African American enlisted servicemen and 
German nationals. Wells was given a federal GS status, which is 
equivalent to a Major General rank. Wells would later become 
a member of a five-member advisory group appointed by then 
Attorney General Elliot Richardson that ultimately led to the 
appointing of Archibald Cox as the first Watergate Prosecutor.
 An avid golfer, Wells was one of the founding members of 
the National Negro Golf Association, the oldest African Amer-
ican golf association in the world. He is a member of the New 
York Bar Association, the Massachusetts Bar Association, and 
the United States Supreme Court Bar Association. He has priv-
ileges to try cases before the United States Court of Appeals 
for the Second and Fifth Circuits and before the United States 
District Courts for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New 
York. Wells also served as a guest faculty member in the Trial 
Advocacy program for the New York County District Attorney. 
He currently serves “Of Counsel” to the New York prestigious 
law firm of  Donaldson & Chiliest, LLP.
 

BRUCE
F.
WEEKES

…was born in Atlantic 
City, New Jersey to Mil-
dred Fountain Weekes 
and George N. Weekes. 
The oldest of five chil-
dren, he graduated from 
in 1964 from Atlantic 
City High School where 

he was a star basketball and baseball player. He received 
his undergraduate degree from Rutgers, The State Uni-
versity of New Jersey in New Brunswick, New Jersey in 
1968.
 After earning his undergraduate degree, Weekes en-
listed into the United States Army Reserves. He was com-
missioned as a Second Lieutenant. After serving for three 
years, he enrolled into Howard University’s School of 
Law in Washington, D.C. earning his law degree in 1971. 
He then passed the New Jersey State Bar exam and was 
admitted to practice the same year.
 Weekes, a Reginald Heber Smith Fellow, took a job 
in Newark, New Jersey with Newark Legal Services. For 
the firm, he specialized in housing and consumer law. 
After two years with Legal Services, he served in the New 
Jersey Office of the Public Defender of Essex County also 
in Newark. He then moved to the Atlantic County Divi-
sion in Mays Landing, New Jersey.
 In 1976, Weekes opened his own law office in Atlan-
tic City, New Jersey. He later became an Assistant Solic-
itor for the City of Atlantic City. He was the first African 
American to be appointed Assistant Solicitor.
 Weekes then left the Solicitor’s Office to accept the 
position of Chief Municipal Public Defender in the State 
of New Jersey being appointed by then Atlantic City Com-
missioner Horace Bryant. The City Commissioner estab-
lished the position after the city initiated a full-time court 
system. Weekes again became the first African American 
to serve in that post.
 In 1985, Weekes became the Chief Judge of Atlan-
tic City’s Municipal Court after being appointed by then 
Mayor James L. Ursy. As a Municipal Court Judge, Judge 
Weekes presided over one of the busiest courts in the 
state of New Jersey. He was fair in his decisions and was 
extremely fair to the youth that found themselves on the 
other side of the law. He helped high school students to 

attend college and graduating college students to enter 
law school. Judge Weekes sat on the bench for twen-
ty-seven years before retiring in 2012.
 Judge Weekes served as a member of the National 
Bar Association (NBA) and served on its’ Judicial Coun-
cil. The NBA also inducted him into its’ Hall of Fame. 
He serves as a Charter member of the Garden State Bar 
Association and served as a Past President of the Atlan-
tic County Municipal Judges Association. Judge Weekes 
served as a member of the American Bar Association, the 
Essex County Bar Association, and the Atlantic County 
Bar Association. He is active in the National Howard 
University School of Law Alumni Association, the Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., and serves on the Board of Di-
rectors of the Atlantic City Boys and Girls Club. Judge 
Weekes was also a Life Member of the NAACP.
 Judge Bruce F. Weekes died on August 19, 2016. He 
was seventy years old.
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THEODORE  
VON “TED”
WELLS, JR.

...was born on April 28, 1950 
in Washington, D.C. to Phyl-
lis and Theodore V. Wells, Sr.. 
Growing up in the inner city 
of D.C., Wells’ family lived 
in a small Northwest Wash-
ington rowhouse. A sports 
enthusiast and gifted football 
player, his mother, a U.S. 

Navy mailroom worker insisted that Wells put equal time into both 
endeavors. Focusing on both academics and football, he became 
a powerhouse on the field and an astute student in the classroom.
 After graduating from D.C.’s Coolidge High School in 1968,  
Wells, having won a football scholarship, attended the College of the 
Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts. He became one of twenty 
black students on campus. While at Holy Cross, he was mentored 
by Reverend John E. Brooks, an American Jesuit priest and the 28th 
President of the College of the Holy Cross. Brooks wanted to integrate 
the predominantly white campus and saw in Wells, a perfect candi-
date to help change the landscape. Wells was also fortunate enough 
to be mentored by famed celebrity and entertainment lawyer Edward 
Bennett Williams. At Holy Cross, Wells was also elected as head of 
the Black Student Union, an on campus organization having equal 
rights and African American cultur for black students as its’ purpose.
 Leading the Student Union in a walkout of the university due to 
the school’s unfair student body racially motivated practices, Wells 
was joined by fellow classmate and Black Student Union member, 
Clarence Thomas, a future U.S. Supreme Court Justice. During this 
time, he married his high school sweetheart, Nina Mitchell. The fol-
lowing year, he received his B.A. degree.
 Wells then enrolled and simultaneously took classes at Har-
vard’s Law School and Harvard’s Business School, both located in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Being one of only forty-three black stu-
dents on campus, he studied diligently for both fields to prepare for 
business and the law surrounding the business that he ultimately 
wanted to practice. In 1976, he received both his J.D. and M.B.A. 
degrees, a feat not achieved by many.
 Well armed with his two degrees, Wells accepted a one year 
law clerk position with Third Circuit judge, John J. Gibbons. While 
clerking for Judge Gibbons, Wells worked alongside future Supreme 
Court Justice, Samuel Alito. That makes two future Supreme Court 
Justices that Wells has had close associations with.
 Leaving Judge Gibbons, Wells accepted another brief position 
with Los Angeles law firm Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker. Re-
turning to the east coast, he joined the Lowenstein Sandler law firm 
in New Jersey. It was here that he honed his trial room techniques. 
Learning from noted attorneys such as as internationally known, 
Matthew Boylan, Wells rose rapidly through the ranks. By 1982, he 
had made partner.
 Having white collar crime as one of his leading legal services, 
the following year, Wells successfully tried a 1979 case for Hudson 

County New Jersey Prosecutor Harold Ruvoldt. Charged with brib-
ery and extortion of $115,000 from a New York real estate devel-
oper before he became Prosecutor, Ruvoldt, if convicted, stood to 
spend several years behind bars. The Prosecution claimed Ruvoldt 
had helped to facilitate the construction of several shopping malls in 
New Jersey. He was acquitted by a Federal jury in Newark with Wells 
assistance.
 In a 1990 case, Congressman Floyd Flake was brought up on 
charges by his congregation for mishandling of church funds. Wells 
came to his rescue. In another high profile case, he  successfully de-
fended Raymond Donovan, then U.S. Secretary of Labor. In a Bronx, 
New York courtroom, after an eight-month trial, state charges of 
fraud and grand larceny were dropped against Donovan. From these 
cases and others in 1993, Wells the American College of Trial Law-
yers, elected Wells as a Fellow. A year later, the National Law Journal 
chose him as o one of the most influential lawyers in America. They 
would bestow the same honor upon him in 1997 and 2000.
 Other prominent cases that Wells has served as attorney include 
the 1996 case of Franklin L. Haney, a wealthy Tennessee financier 
who had become involved in a presidential election campaign fi-
nance controversy. In 1988, he successfully defended U.S. Secre-
tary of Agriculture Michael Espy against U.S. government charges. In 
2000, then U.S. Senator Bill Bradley ran unsuccessful for President 
of the U.S. He chose Wells as his  National Campaign Treasurer.
 Wells then became a partner in the firm of Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, 
Wharton & Garrison. He co-chaired their litigation department. 
During his time their, his high profile cases continued to increase. 
He has defended a variety of clients and cases. Included in these 
cases are major corporations including Carnival Corporation, Exx-
onMobil, Johnson & Johnson, Mitsubishi Corporation, and Phillip 
Morris.
 On Wall Street, he represented defendants in the first RICO case 
brought by the U.S. government. The RICO (Racketeer Influenced 
and Corrupt Organizations Act) legislation was enacted as a means 
of  combating organized crime in the United States. The act, passed 
in 1970, also allows prosecutors to seek civil penalties for racketeer-
ing activities performed as part of an ongoing criminal operation.
 Wells defended U.S. Senator Robert Torricelli in his 2002 cam-
paign contribution scandal. In 2003, he defended then Vice Pres-
ident Dick Cheney’s former Chief of Staff, “Scooter” Libby, in the 
Valerie Plame CIA leak scandal in 2003. In 2008, Wells represented 
former Governor of New York, Eliot Spitzer against allegations of 
involvement in a prostitution ring. More recently, the National Foot-
ball League has engaged Wells and his firm to investigate claims of 
bullying by a former Miami Dolphin player and to become involved 
in the the New England Patriots’ deflated football scandal. In 2013, 
he aided billionaire hedge fund manager Steven A. Cohen in his 
defense of multiple insider trading charges against him, his company 
(S.A.C. Capital Advisors), and its’ employees by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC).
 Over the years, Wells has earned a well deserved reputation 
as being one of the best trial lawyers to step into a courtroom. His 
successes have made him a leading  legal mind amongst his peers. 
He is one of the most sought-after white collar criminal lawyers in 
the United States today as his success record easily verifies.

TOGO
DENNIS
WEST, JR. 

…was born on June 21, 
1942 in Winston-Salem, 
North Carolina. As a 
young boy he became an 
Eagle Scout with Bronze 
Palms and graduated from 
Atkins High School where 
both of his parents taught. 
He graduated as the Vale-

dictorian of his class in 1959. 
 West received a Bachelor of Science degree in Engi-
neering in 1965 from Washington, D.C.’s Howard Univer-
sity cum laude and was the top student in his graduating 
class. While at Howard, he joined the Zeta Phi chapter of 
Alpha Phi Omega fraternity. He also became a member of 
the Kappa Psi chapter of Omega Psi Phi fraternity.
 West obtained his law degree from Howard’s School 
of Law. While earning his law degree, he served as the 
Managing Editor to the Howard Law Journal. He also met 
and married his wife, Gail Berry while in law school. To-
gether, they had two daughters.
 After completing law school, West served as a clerk 
for a federal judge before entering the United States Army. 
From 1965 to 1968 West served in the Army Field Artil-
lery Corps and from 1969 to 1973 he served in the Army 
Judge Advocate General’s Corps. In leaving the Army, 
West was awarded the Legion of Merit and the Meritori-
ous Service Medal.
 To begin his legal career, West joined the law firm 
of Covington & Burling. He then became an Associate 
Deputy Attorney General in the administration of Presi-
dent Gerald Ford. During the administration of President 
Jimmy Carter, West held several posts, including serving 
as the General Counsel of the Navy for two years, serv-
ing as General Counsel of the Department of Defense for 
one year, and as the Secretary of the Army. While at the 
Department of Defense, West became involved with the 
Aberdeen, Maryland scandal, which prompted the estab-
lishment of stricter enforcement of the Army’s sexual ha-
rassment policies.
 In 1981, West returned to private practice and joined 
the law firm of Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler. After 
working for the law firm for a period of time, he then 
became the Vice President for Government Relations for 
the Northrop Corporation. He would later leave Northrop 

to join the administration of newly elected President Bill 
Clinton.
 In 2004, West served as President of the Joint Center 
for Political and Economic Studies, a Washington, D.C. 
think tank that focuses on issues related to minority con-
cerns. After two years with the Joint Center, West left to 
return again to private practice. In private practice, West 
and retired Chief of Naval Operations, Admiral Vernon 
Clark, led a Department of Defense investigation into the 
Fort Hood, Texas massacre and issued a report in January 
of 2010 on their findings.
 West has served as a member of the National Execu-
tive Board of the Boy Scouts of America and was named 
a Distinguished Eagle Scout by the organization. For his 
dedicated service to the Boy Scouts of America, he was 
awarded the Silver Buffalo Award. West also served as the 
President of the National Capital Area Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America.
 West also gives of his time as a Board member to the 
Mount Vernon Preservation Society. He is a member of St. 
John’s Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C. and serves 
as a vestryman. West also serves as the church’s Senior 
Warden.
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JOHN
FRANCIS
WHEATON

…was born on May 8, 
1866 in Hagerstown, 
Maryland. He attend-
ed segregated schools in 
Hagerstown before enter-
ing Storer College, a his-
torically black college in 
located in Harpers Ferry, 
West Virginia, graduat-

ing in 1882. Wheaton worked as a shoe shine boy, sold 
newspapers and performed chores for his professor in or-
der to support himself. 
 Wheaton became politically active and joined the 
Republican Party. He attended Republican conventions 
and served as a speaker at the 1888 convention where 
Presidential candidate Benjamin Harris was endorsed. 
He served as an Alternant Delegate at the Chicago, Illi-
nois convention at the age of twenty-two.
 In 1889, Wheaton married Ella Chambers and they 
bore two children, Layton and Frank. He began his le-
gal career serving as an apprentice in Hagerstown before 
moving to Washington, D.C. to enroll into Howard Uni-
versity. While studying at Howard, Wheaton worked as 
a clerk on Capital Hill. With the presidential election of 
Democrat Grover Cleveland, Wheaton lost his job as a 
clerk and decided to become a lawyer. After completing 
his studies at Howard, he took and passed the Maryland 
bar exam. He then decided to leave Washington, D.C. 
and moved to Minnesota.
 In 1893, Wheaton enrolled into the University of 
Minnesota Law School and graduated the following year. 
He became the first African American to graduate from 
the law school and served as the elected class Orator. 
Leaving law school, he was able to become a clerk in the 
Minnesota state legislature. He later served as a Deputy 
Clerk for the Minneapolis Municipal Court.
 After serving as a clerk, Wheaton opened his own 
law practice and began to serve the Minneapolis African 
American community with their legal needs. He took 
on many civil rights cases and fought to pass legislation 
against discrimination. Wheaton also lobbied for African 
American soldiers to become volunteers in the Spanish 
American War.
 In 1898, Wheaton was elected to a seat in the Minne-
sota House of Representatives where he represented the 

42nd District, the most aristocratic section of Minneap-
olis.  While serving in the House, he introduced a civil 
rights statue that granted equal access to African Ameri-
cans and other minority races to bars and restaurants. At 
the 1896 Republican Convention, Wheaton was chosen 
to represent Minnesota as an Alternate Delegate to State 
Senator Charles Alfred Pillsbury. 
 At the 1900 Republican State Convention, Wheaton 
gave a speech that called for African American represen-
tation at the convention. He nominated himself and won. 
He served in that Convention as an Alternate to Knute 
Nelson.
 After the conclusion of the Convention, Wheaton left 
Minneapolis moving to Chicago where he co-founded a 
life insurance company. After several years in Chicago, 
he moved to New York City, New York and opened a law 
firm in Manhattan with law partner, James Curtis. 
 With the Republican Party changing its’ political pol-
icies, Wheaton changed his to become a Democrat. As 
his law firm grew, he became a prominent member of the 
city’s political powers. He became the National President 
of the Black Elks Club and landed Marcus Garvey’s wife 
in her divorce from Garvey. Wheaton became a commu-
nity organizer in Harlem and ran unsuccessfully for a seat 
in the New York State Assembly.
 In 1919, Wheaton was appointed to the staff of the 
New York City District Attorney’s Office. He worked in 
the office for only one year. The following year, Whea-
ton ran into financial disaster after posting a $10,000 
surety bond for an accused murderer. The client did not 
show for trial and after looking throughout the city for 
the accused murder, facing financial ruin, Wheaton took 
his own life on January 15, 1922 by inhaling gas. At his 
funeral, nearly twenty thousand people turned out to pay 
their respects for him. Wheaton was interned at Wood-
land Cemetery in the Bronx, New York.

RICHARD
E.
WESTBROOKS

…received his law degree 
from the John Marshall 
School of Law in Chica-
go, Illinois. After passing 
the bar exam, he set up 
offices in Chicago and be-
gan to serve Chicago citi-
zens with their issues with 
the law. He soon made a 

name for himself and served as the legal counsel for the 
Chicago Defender, a local Chicago newspaper serving 
the African American community. 
 Westbrook represented the newspaper against a libel 
suit brought by separationist Marcus Garvey. The news-
paper’s editor and publisher, Robert Abbot, had called for 
federal dismantling of Garvey’s United Negro Improve-
ment Association. In a twist of fate, Westbrook would lat-
er serve as legal counsel to the Republic of Liberia.
 Westbrooks was a founding member of the Cook 
County Bar Association, the African American law associ-
ation began due to the all-white Chicago Bar Association 
not allowing African Americans to become members of its’ 
association. He also served as the association President.
 In 1938, Westbrooks served as the legal representa-
tive to then U.S. Congressman Arthur W. Mitchell. Mitch-
ell was involved in a public transportation discrimination 
case that was eventually argued before the U.S. Supreme 
Court by Westbrooks. His handling of the case brought 
praise to Westbrooks for many of his peers and the Afri-
can American community as well.
 In 1942, Westbrooks was chosen to represent Elijah 
Muhammad, the leader of the Nation of Islam (NOI). Mu-
hammad had been drafted into the United States Army 
and was refusing to enlist based on his religious beliefs 
and the fact that he was forty-five years old and his age 
made him ineligible to serve. The current guidelines of 
the 1940 Selective Training and Service Act showed the 
age of American citizens eligible for the draft to be be-
tween eighteen and forty-four.  
 The federal government held the position that the Se-
lective Training and Service Act stated that any person 
that conscientiously objected to serving the country in a 
time of war could be put to works of national importance 
rather than being sent to prison. The government held that 
Muhammad was not to old to dig ditches, work on road 

and bridge repairs, or to serves as human testing subjects 
for government experiments and Muhammad could per-
form one of these tasks. Other NOI members had refused 
to enter the draft and were arrested.
 Westbrooks would go on to represent thousands of 
clients with their legal woes from his Chicago office. He 
would become widely known for being one of the first 
African American attorneys to hire highly skilled African 
American female attorneys in his law firm. In his law prac-
tice, Westbrooks took on cases that advocated fairness for 
African American citizens to be treated as equal to their 
white counterparts and fought discriminatory practices of 
many white Chicagoans.
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LLOYD
G.
WHEELER

…was born on May 29, 
1848 in Mansfield, Ohio 
but spent time in Cha-
tham, Canada due to his 
father’s involvement with 
Underground Railroad. 
When the state of Ohio 
passed a law making it 
illegal to harbor escaped 

slaves, Wheeler’s father moved the family to Canada 
where he attended public school and began college. After 
his mother died, the family returned to the United States 
and settled in Chicago, Illinois.
 In Chicago, Wheeler worked as a shoeblack and for 
the railroad. He then landed a job working for the post 
office and was the first African American mail carrier in 
the city of Chicago. He enrolled into Union Law College, 
now the Northwestern University School of Law where he 
earned his law degree. While studying for his law degree, 
Wheeler studied and worked in the law office of George 
Bellows. He completed his law studies in 1869 and was 
admitted by the Illinois State Bar to begin his application 
of the law. He was the first African American to be admit-
ted to practice law in the state of Illinois.
 With his law degree in hand, Wheeler left Chicago 
and moved to Arkansas. He joined the Republican Party 
and was elected as a Delegate to the 1870 State Conven-
tion. The following year, he was admitted to the Arkansas 
Bar.
 He joined in a partnership with A.D. Jones but that 
partnership did not last long. Wheeler was given the post 
as County Attorney for Pulaski County and left the firm. 
After two years serving as the County Attorney, he joined 
in with African American attorney Mifflin Gibbs to form 
another law firm. That partnership also was short lived 
as Wheeler was appointed to become a member of the 
Pulaski County Board of Commissioners.
 He became active in Arkansas politics as a Republi-
can and served as the 1872 Republican presidential elec-
tor for U.S. Presidential candidate Ulysses S. Grant. The 
following year, Wheeler became involved in an historic 
civil rights case involving four African American men who 
had been refused service at a Main Street saloon in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. Wheeler and Gibbs took on the case as-
serting that under the 1873 Arkansas Civil Rights Act, the 

four men’s civil rights had been violated. The two able 
attorneys were victorious in the suit and won a judgment 
against the saloon for the four African American men.
 By 1879, with the end of the Reconstruction peri-
od, there were less and less African American Republi-
cans in Arkansas with the majority changing parties to 
become Democrats. After several encounters with the Ku 
Klux Klan, Wheeler left Arkansas and returned to Chica-
go. He stopped performing legal work and assumed man-
agement of the business affairs of John Jones, a wealthy 
relative of his wife, Ranie Petit. Wheeler and Ranie had 
seven children.
 Wheeler would become a man of great influence 
during the ensuing years in Chicago. He became a Major 
in the Sixteenth Battalion of the state of Illinois militia. The 
business he ran for Jones, The John Jones Clothes Clean-
ing and Repairing Establishment had become successful 
and he invested his profits into real estate, which pro-
vided him and his family a prominent lifestyle. Wheeler 
invested in the Evolution Club, a prominent literary soci-
ety and gave time teaching Philosophy at several Chica-
go churches. He also served as the Superintendent of the 
Olivet Baptist Church’s Sunday school.
 In 1891, Wheeler became one of the founders of the 
Provident Hospital and Nurse Training School. He served 
as the President of the school and as a member of the 
Board of Trustees. Over the next years, he continued to 
be involved in local community affairs and to operate his 
and his partner’s successful businesses. He also was in-
strumental in the establishment of a Chicago branch for 
Booker T. Washington’s National Negro Business Men’s 
League.
 In 1903, as the business began to fail, Wheeler decid-
ed to make a change. He was given an offer by his friend 
Booker T. Washington to come to Tuskegee, Alabama to 
run the business affairs of Tuskegee Institute. He accepted 
Washington’s offer and became the Superintendent of the 
Institute’s buildings and campus grounds. After six years 
in Alabama, Wheeler’s health began to decline. He died 
on August 28, 1909. He was sixty-one years old.

CLINTON
WAYNE
WHITE

   

was born October 8, 1921 
in Sacramento, California. 
He graduated from a Sac-
ramento high school as 
the Valedictorian of his 
class. He enrolled into the 
University of California at 
Berkeley (UC-Berkeley) to 
begin his undergraduate 

degree but was not able to complete his studies before 
being drafted into the United States Army. After complet-
ing his military duties, he returned to UC-Berkeley to 
complete his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1946. 
 White obtained his LL.B. degree from the Boalt Hall 
School of Law at UC-Berkeley in 1948. After completing 
his law degree studies and passing the California State 
Bar, White became one of the first African American at-
torneys to be admitted to practice law in San Francisco. 
He would later become one of the founding members of 
the Charles Houston Law Club.
 In 1970, White received national attention when he 
served as the lead attorney for the defense team in the 
“Zebra” murder trials in San Francisco. In the case, fifteen 
white San Francisco residents were murdered by a group 
of African American men known as the “Death Angels”. 
Racial tensions ran high in the city as police stopped 
and detained random African American men in an at-
tempt to find the men responsible for the wave of kill-
ings. Eventually four men, Manuel Moore, Larry Green, 
Jessie Lee Cooks, and J.C.X. Simon, were arrested for the 
murders and tried. White defended the men during the 
trials, which resulted in the men being found guilty of 
first-degree murder and conspiracy charges. They were 
sentenced to life imprisonment.
 In 1977, White was appointed by then Governor Jerry 
Brown as a Judge to Alameda County Superior Court. The 
following year, Judge White was appointed to the Cali-
fornia Court of Appeals. He presided over the Justice of 
Division 3 for the First Appellate District. He would serve 
on the Court of Appeals for the next seventeen years, re-
tiring in 1995.
 While serving on the bench, Judge White was re-
spected and admired by both state prosecutors and de-
fense attorneys for his skills as a jurist. His oratorical 
skills were second to none and he served as a protector 

of the underdog. He did not show bias to a person’s race 
or creed and gave everyone the same kind treatment that 
he wanted for himself. 
 White was a legendary in the cross examination of lit-
igants and always represented his clients in a professional 
manner. Many of his peers learned from his techniques 
and would refer to him as a teacher without a class-
room. He believed in carrying the fight to his opponent 
and served as a mentor to many young African American 
attorneys. He supported charitable organizations in his 
community and served as a coach for the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People’s Connie 
Mack baseball team.
 Judge White died on May 22, 2001. He was married 
to his wife, Fay, and they had one daughter, Ann, and 
three sons, Benjamin, Peter, and Teddy.
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JOHN
VALERY
WHITE

…received his Juris Doc-
torate degree from Yale 
University Law School in 
New Haven, Connecti-
cut in 1991. At Yale, he 
served as the Notes and 
Topics Editor for the law 
school’s Law Journal. He 
also participated in the Je-

rome N. Frank Legal Service Organization.
 White joined the staff of Louisiana State University’s 
(LSU) Paul M. Hebert Law Center and was a J. Dawson 
Gasquet Memorial Professor of Law. He taught at the 
school for fifteen years. While teaching, he lectured and 
wrote several writings on the subject of civil rights law. 
During that time, he served as a Distinguished Visiting 
Professor to the University of Insubria in Como, Italy. As 
a Visiting Professor, White explored the role of civil rights 
law and ideas of cultural theories surrounding globalism. 
 At Insurbria, White organized and directed a sum-
mer school course in Comparative Law. He ran a similar 
summer program under LSU’ direction in Lyon, France. 
White then served as an Orville Schell Fellow at Human 
Rights Watch in New York City, New York. As a Fellow, 
he focused his attention to working on prison and human 
rights practices in Egypt.
 In 2007, White was named as the second Dean of 
the William S. Boyd School of Law at the University of 
Nevada (UNLV) in Las Vegas, Nevada. He served as the 
Dean for five years. He then became the Executive Vice 
President and Provost of the law school. He served for 
three years in that position.
 In 2015, White was named as the strategic advisor to 
the President of the UNLV. After one year, he became the 
Acting Chancellor for the Nevada System of Higher Edu-
cation. He also served as a Professor of Law at the Boyd 
School of Law.
 White has served on the Board of Trustees for the Law 
School Admissions Council and served as a member of 
the Governing Board for the University Medical Center. 
He served as the Chairman of the Nevada Institute for Au-
tonomous Systems (NIAS), a nonprofit organization that 
promotes collaboration between educators, researchers, 
and industry leaders aimed at creating a safe climate for 
research on and for the development of future of un-

manned aircraft systems. The NIAS also worked to protect 
the privacy and to guard the public’s safety.
 White has served as a member of the ARC Board of 
Directors for Opportunity Village in Las Vegas as well 
as having served on the Board of Directors to the An-
dre Agassi Foundation. He also served on the Board of 
the Legal Aid Center of Southern Nevada. In addition, he 
served as a member of Governor Brian Sandoval’s Gradu-
ate Medical Education Task Force. The Task Force had the 
responsibility of making recommendations to Governor 
Sandoval aimed at expanding and to improve Nevada’s 
graduate medical education programs.
 White has one daughter, Gracia Maria, and is mar-
ried to his wife, Jocelyn Cortez.

FRANK
H.
WHITE

…was born on August 
19, 1927 in Decatur, Al-
abama. He was the old-
est of his six siblings and 
knew when he was ten 
years old that he wanted 
to become a lawyer. His 
mother served as the Prin-
cipal at a segregated black 

elementary school and took him to the local court to wit-
ness the trial of the, “Scottsboro Boys”. The nine African 
American youths had been accused of raping two white 
girls. White was astonished by the cross examinations of 
the defense attorney, Samuel Leibowitz, and saw himself 
in the future having a similar role. Leibowitz, a master tri-
al lawyer, wove his way through the facts to show that the 
alleged rapes could not be true. In witnessing the trial, 
White was so impressed that he instantly devoted himself 
to becoming a trial lawyer.
 When White became a teenager, his family moved to 
Winter Haven, Florida where he completed high school. 
He then enrolled into Bethune-Cookman College in Day-
tona, Florida where he earned his undergraduate degree. 
In the middle of completing undergraduate school, White 
was drafted into the United States Army where he served 
for two years. After being discharged from the Army, he 
moved to Washington, D.C. and completed his under-
graduate studies at Howard University. At Howard, he 
met his future wife, Clearwater, Florida native, Elaine 
Carson.
 White went on to obtain his law degree in 1959 from 
Florida A&M University College of Law in Orlando, Flor-
ida. He graduated first in his class. After graduating, he 
had the opportunity to join the first African American law 
firm in Tampa, Florida operated by African American at-
torneys, Fred Minnis and I.W. “Ike” Williams, but opted 
to open his own law firm as a sole proprietor. 
 White, a soft-spoken young man began his practice 
taking on whatever cases came his way. Although he was 
mild in his demeanor, he was an imposing huge figure 
standing nearly six feet, eight inches in height. As one 
of the very few African American attorney’s in the state 
of Florida, his practice immediately began to grow and 
he was called on to handle general law cases as well as 
cases related to civil rights. 

 White was then joined in his law firm with African 
American attorneys, James B. Sanderlin and Frank Peter-
man. The team of talented attorneys, in 1961, began to 
take on the Pinellas School Board in an attempt to end 
school segregation in the County. Their suit and efforts 
would eventually end school desegregation in the Coun-
ty’s public schools. After gaining popularity and winning 
several victories, the firm was dissolved with White tak-
ing a job in the Public Defender’s Office.
 As an attorney for the Public Defender’s Office, White 
towered over his opposing attorneys, both naturally and 
figuratively. His presence was both felt and seen when 
he entered a courtroom. His heart and his kindness for 
his clients and the African American community were the 
only thing bigger than his presence. His care and concern 
for his clients was shown at times when, after a client 
had been sentenced to prison, one could see White wipe 
away a tear shed for the young man being sent away. Be-
fore leaving the Public Defender’s Office, he had risen to 
the position of Chief Assistant in the office.
 In 1976, White was elected as a Judge in Pinellas 
County. He became the second African American Judge 
to serve on the County bench following his friend and 
past law partner, Judge James B.  Sanderlin. When Judge 
White eventually stepped down from the bench in 1993, 
he was the only African American Judge presiding over a 
court in the United States.
 While sitting on the bench, Judge White was always 
cognizant to the court’s proceedings and what was oc-
curring in his courtroom. He first was assigned to preside 
over civil suites, minor criminal cases, and cases involv-
ing traffic citations. After five years sitting on the bench, 
Judge White was appointed to fill a vacancy on the Circuit 
Court by then Governor Bob Graham. He was thought to 
be the perfect appointee due to his tremendous grasp of 
constitutional law. The unfortunate aspect of his trying of 
criminal cases was his heart. After having to preside over 
the criminal cases for an extended period of time, the 
agony of sentencing and confining men to prison became 
too much for Judge White’s heart. He made a request to 
the Administrative Judge to be moved permanently and 
was reassigned to handle only civil cases. He then retired 
a year before his term was to end in 1993.
 Judge White began to have health problems. His 
wife, Elaine, after sixty years of marriage died which add-
ed grief to his already sensitive heart. He himself would 
suffer a stroke compounding the health problems he was 
having. 
 Judge Frank H. White died on June 20, 2012. He was 
eighty-four years old.
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RONNIE
L.
WHITE

...was born on May 31, 
1953. After graduating 
from high school, White 
enrolled into St. Lou-
is Community College 
where he received an As-
sociate of Arts degree in 
1977.  He then attended 
St. Louis University in St. 

Louis, Missouri, where he received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1979. He earned his J.D. degree from the Uni-
versity of Missouri-Kansas City School of Law in 1983. 
 To begin his law career, White accepted an Internship 
with the Jackson County Prosecutors Office. He then be-
came a legal assistance with the Department of Defense 
Mapping Agency. In 1987, White accepted a position in 
the Office of the Public Defender in St. Louis as a trial 
attorney. He then became a Principal in the law firm of 
Cahill, White and Hemphill. He also worked with the St. 
Louis Office of the Special Public Defender. 
 In 1989, White decided to enter the political arena. 
He ran as a Democrat for a seat in the Missouri House of 
Representatives. He was victorious in his bid for the seat. 
 In 1993, Judge White was appointed City Counselor 
for St. Louis where he would serve for one year until then 
Missouri Governor Mel Carnahan appointed him to a seat 
on the Eastern District of the Missouri Court of Appeals. 
A year later, the Governor gave White another appoint-
ment, this time to the Supreme Court of Missouri. With 
that appointment, White became the first African Amer-
ican Chief Justice in Missouri’s history. He would run 
twice more to retain his seat on the Court, being elected 
each time. He would serve as the Chief Justice until 2005. 
He would retire from the Court in 2007. While serving as 
Chief Justice, White also served as an Adjunct Professor 
at Washington University School of Law in St. Louis.  
 In 1997, then President Bill Clinton nominated White 
for a seat on the United States District Court. Although his 
nomination passed the review of the U.S. Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, it ran into resistance from then 
Missouri Senator John Ashcroft who opposed the nomina-
tion claiming White was pro-criminal because of White’s 
position on death penalty cases that had come before him 
while he ruled from the Missouri Supreme Court bench. 
The nomination became embroiled with racial overtones 

and the nomination ultimately failed in a 54-45 party-line 
vote. It was later discovered that White’s main opposition 
to his nomination came from the Missouri police associ-
ations, who were all-white.
 In 1998, White accepted a position with the law offic-
es of Cahill, White & Hemphill. There he would practice 
as a private law attorney. In 2007, he accepted a similar 
position with the law firm of Holloran White Schwartz & 
Gaertner LLP
 In 2013, White’s name came into play for a feder-
al post when then President Barack Obama nominated 
him to the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
Missouri. Again, White’s nomination ran into opposition 
when it was call out of committee. U.S. Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid then filed a motion to invoke cloture, 
a procedure for ending a debate and taking a vote. A vote 
was held and White’s nomination was confirmed with a 
53-44 vote. On July 17, 2014, White received his judicial 
commission.
 White’s professional memberships include being a 
member of the Missouri Bar and the Judicial Conference 
of Missouri. He served as the Conference’s Presiding Of-
ficer. He also served as the Chair of the Appellate Judicial 
Commission. White has served as a Board member of the 
Jamison Memorial C.M.E. Church Youth Group, a Board 
member of the Maria Droste Residence for Women, a 
Board member of the Regional Justice Information Ser-
vices Commission, and a Board member of the St. Louis 
Housing Authority.
 White has been given many honorariums and awards 
during his professional career. A few of those honors in-
clude receiving the “Distinguished Non-Alumni Award” 
from the University of Missouri-Columbia School of Law, 
the “Outstanding Public Service Award” from the Har-
ris-Stowe State Community College, St. Louis, and a Hon-
orary Doctor of Laws from the Harris-Stowe State Com-
munity College, St. Louis. 

LAWRENCE
DOUGLAS 
WILDER

was born on January 
17, 1931 in Richmond, 
Virginia to Beulah Olive 
(Richards) and Robert 
Judson Wilder. Named 
after African American 
writers Paul Laurence 
Dunbar and Frederick 

Douglass, Wilder was the seventh of eight brothers and 
sisters. His father was an insurance salesman while his 
mother worked as a maid.
 Fairing a little better than most of the blacks in Rich-
mond at the time, the Wilder family labeled their eco-
nomic condition as “gentle poverty.” Going by his middle 
name, Douglas saw education as a pathway to a better 
world. After graduating from the all-black Armstrong 
High School, he decided upon entering Virginia Union 
University. He worked his way through college by wait-
ing tables at hotels and shining shoes. He compeleted his 
studies in1951 with a degree in chemistry.
 Wilder was drafted into the U.S. Army during the 
Korean War where he volunteered for combat duty. He 
was awarded the Bronze Star Medal, along with two oth-
er soldiers, because of their bravery during the Battle of 
Pork Chop Hill in norther Korea. Finding themselves cut 
off from their unit, they bluffed nineteen Chinese soldiers 
into surrendering. By the time of his discharge, Wilder 
had attained the rank of Sergeant.
 Returning home from the war, Wilder worked in the 
state medical examiner’s office while he pursued his mas-
ter’s degree in chemistry. He changed his career plans in 
1956 and enrolled into Howard University’s Law School 
in Washington, D.C.. He graduated in 1959 and immedi-
ately established a law practice back in his hometown of 
Richmond. In 1958, he married Eunice Montgomery. The 
couple had three children before divorcing in 1978.
 Wilder began his career in public office by winning 
a 1969 special election for the Virginia State Senate Be-
coming the first African American elected to the Virginia 
Senate since Reconstruction. In 1985, he was the first Af-
rican American to win a statewide election in Virginia, 
winning the 35th Lieutenant Governor of Virginia. On 
November 8, 1989, he was elected Governor of Virgin-
ia by less than half a percent becoming the first African 

American elected Governor in the nation. He was sworn 
into office on January 13, 1990 by former U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Lewis F. Powell, Jr.. In recognition of this 
landmmark achievement, the NAACP awarded Wilder 
the Spingarn Medal for 1990.
 As governor, Wilder’s focus was on crime and gun 
control. For Virginia’s transportation initiatives, he lob-
bied Congress for monies to reallocate highways to those 
states with the greatest needs. He oversaw the residential 
and office development boom that took place in North-
ern Virginia without sufficient federal money for infra-
structure improvements. 
 In May of 1990, because of its’ policy of apartheid, 
Wilder ordered state agencies and universities to divest 
themselves of all investments in South Africa, making Vir-
ginia the first Southern state to take such action. Although 
there was public pressures to cease, he continued Vir-
ginia’s law on capital punishment by executing fourteen 
inmates. 
 In 1992, Wilder declared himself a candidate for Pres-
ident but withdrew before primary season had ended. He 
left office in 1994 to for the U.S. Senate as an Indepen-
dent but lost in his bid for that office. Twelve years later, 
on May 30, 2004, he announced that he would make a 
run for Mayor of Richmond. At that time, the Mayor was 
chosen from the nine members of Richmond City Coun-
cil. Wilder had been a leading proponent of a Mayor-At-
Large proposal policy that was approved by voters refer-
endum in November of 2003 with roughly eighty percent 
of the voters voting in favor of the measure. On November 
2, 2004, Wilder became the first directly elected Mayor 
of Richmond in sixty years. He served one term.
 Joining the faculty of Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity, Wilder became an adjunct professor in public 
policy. He founded the United States National Slavery 
Museum, a non-profit organization based in Fredericks-
burg, Virginia. The museum attempted to obtain a tax ex-
empt status but was denied. Assessed property taxes were 
not been paid which forced the organization into Chapter 
11 Bankruptcy Protection.  
 Wilder again made national news when, in 2012, he 
refused to support Barack Obama, the nation’s first black 
president,who was running for a second term. His reason-
ing was that although he supported Obama in 2008, he 
felt that the president’s tenure in the Oval Office had been 
a disappointment.
 In 2015, Wilder published an autobiography tittled, 
“Son of Virginia: A Life in America’s Political Arena.”
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ROBERT  
LEON
WILKINS

...was born in Muncie, 
Indiana in 1963. He grew 
up in a single parent 
home with his mother. 
He graduated from Rose–
Hulman Institute of Tech-
nology in Terre Haute, 
Indiana in 1986 with a 
Bachelor of Science de-

gree, cum laude, in Chemical Engineering. He received his 
Juris Doctorate in 1989 from Harvard Law School in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts. While at Harvard, Wilkins served as 
Executive Editor of the Harvard Civil Rights-Civil Liberties 
Law Review. 
 In his first job in the legal profession,  Wilkins clerked 
for Judge Earl Gilliam, a sitting Judge of the United States 
District Court for the Southern District of California. When 
the clerk appointment was completed, Wilkins returned to 
his hometown of Muncie, Indiana. He briefly practiced law 
before he took a position of Staff Attorney in the Public De-
fender Service in Washington, D.C. in 1990. 
 Wilkins was named Chief of Special Litigation for the 
Public Defender Service’s in 1995. He held that position for 
five years. In 2000, he began aiding the Public Defender 
Service and Curry & Wilbourn, a D.C. law firm.
 In 2002, Wilkins joined the D.C. law firm of  Venable 
LLP as a partner. Focusing on indigent clients, he became 
Counsel for Interlocutory Appeals. He was lead counsel on 
all juvenile related matters. For serious offenses such as mur-
der and armed robbery, Wilkins served as lead trial counsel 
as well.
 Wilkins has tried hundreds of cases before the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia and has argued cases be-
fore the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals. As an advocate for 
civil rights, as a victim of racial profiling by law enforcement 
himself, he has fought to ensure the civil liberties of African 
American and others are not infringed upon. Wilkins knows 
first hand.
 As Wilkins and several relatives returned from their 
grandfather’s funeral in Chicago, he was pulled over by a 
Maryland State Trooper for alleged speeding. Wilkins’ car 
was subjected to a drug-sniffing dog search and made to be 
embarrassed standing on the side of the road.
 Wilkins, along with the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) filed suit against the Maryland State Police Depart-
ment citing an infringement upon their civil rights. Wilkins 

was lead plaintiff and co-counsel in the suit. In Wilkins, et 
al. v. State of Maryland, Wilkins won a verdict that changed 
the law and procedure of how and when the State Police 
stopped black drivers. In the case, it was shown that the 
State Troopers had in place a policy to stop black drivers 
in expensive cars. From Wilkins’ case, the term, “Driving 
While Black”, was coined.
 With the verdict, the State of Maryland mandated statis-
tical tracking of police stops showing percentages of African 
American drivers stopped as opposed to white drivers. After 
the case revealed the explicit discrimination in the police 
policies, new and improved training practices for officers 
were implemented. Unfortunately for the Maryland State 
Police Department, they had did not know that when they 
profiled Wilkins and his traveling companions, they did not 
know he was a lawyer, and has been a defender of the pub-
lic most of his legal career. In the end, Wilkins won and the 
Maryland police implemented new policies and practices to 
combat racial discrimination.
 His work at Venable, centered mostly on intellectu-
al property litigation, complex commercial litigation, and 
white collar criminal defense. In patent disputes, he has rep-
resented both the plaintiffs and the defendants in resolutions 
to the issues. Always the public defender, Wilkins ensures 
through his pro bono work that the indigent has legal rep-
resentation. He has given countless hours to clients having 
civil rights complaints, child custody issues, asylum and cit-
izenship issues, social security benefits denials, and other 
civil cases.
 At the urging of Washington, D.C’s. Congresswoman 
and Delegate, Eleanor Holmes Norton, President Barack 
Obama nominated Wilkins to become a Judge on the Dis-
trict Court for the District of Columbia. On May 20, 2010, 
Wilkins was officially sworn on December 27, 2010. Taking 
his seat on the bench, Judge Wilkins would hear varied cases 
covering a range of issues. From administrative issues and 
environmental matters to election law to national policy. As 
Judge of the District Court in Washington, D.C., he certainly 
knew his plate would be full.
 To Judge Robert Leon Wilkins’ tribute, The American Bar 
Association rated his ability to serve as a federal appellate 
judge and gave him its’ highest rating of unanimously well 
qualified.  Wilkins was also asked by President George W. 
Bush to be a member of his presidential commission for the 
establishment of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Mu-
seum of African American History and Culture.

FLETCHER  
“FLASH”
WILEY

…was born on November 
29, 1942 in Chicago, Il-
linois. His family moved 
to Indianapolis, Indiana 
when he was four years 
old. When he was elev-
en, he was selected to 
become one of the initial 
students in the “Gifted 

Child Program” initiated by the Indianapolis Public Schools. 
He was the only African American student to participate in 
the program.
 After completion of the program, Wiley attended and 
graduated from Shortridge High School in 1960. He then 
entered the United States Air Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado. He was the first Indiana African Ameri-
can to be accepted to the military academy. He played on 
the Academy’s football team and was the first African Amer-
ican to become a member of the team. For his speed on 
the gridiron, Wiley was given the name, “Flash”, which he 
would be called the remainder of his life. He graduated from 
the Academy in 1965 as the fifth African American to com-
plete studies at the Academy.
 While at the Academy, Wiley was named as a Fulbright 
Scholar. He furthered his education studying L’Institut Des 
Etudes Politiques at the University of Paris in France in 1974. 
In leaving the Academy, he had earned the rank of Captain. 
Wiley then entered the Harvard University Kennedy School 
of Government where he obtained a Master of Public Policy 
degree as well as a Juris Doctorate degree from Harvard’s 
Law School. While at Harvard, he was a founding member 
of the Black Alumni Associations of both Harvard’s Kennedy 
School and Harvard’s Law School.
 After completing his studies at Harvard, Wiley would 
spend the next four decades practicing law where he con-
centrated his energies to the areas of corporate and com-
mercial law, entertainment law and real estate, and small 
business development. He became an integral member of 
the law firm of Budd, Reilly and Wiley in Boston, Massachu-
setts, which became the largest minority owned law firm in 
New England. During that time, he also served as the Vice 
President and General Counsel to PRWT Services, Inc., join-
ing the company in 1996 and served diligently for twelve 
years, retiring in 2008.
 Wiley has been recognized for his services to the le-
gal profession by many legal associations and organizations 

during his lengthy career. His law firm was honored and 
named in 2009 as the “Company of the Year” by Black Enter-
prise Magazine. Wiley also served on the Advisory Board of 
the PRWT.
 Wiley served as the Director of The TJX Companies, Inc., 
a leading retailer of apparel and home fashions based in 
Framingham, Massachusetts and has served as Director of 
Haymon Boxing, LLC, a professional boxing management 
company based in Las Vegas, Nevada. Wiley has served as 
the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Centaurus 
Group, LLC based in Waltham, Massachusetts. At Centarus, 
he served as an investor and principal consultant for the 
firm’s commercial real estate developments and managed 
investment ventures for the company. Wiley also served as 
legal counsel to the law firm Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, LLP, 
formerly known as Bingham McCutchen LLP. At the law 
firm, he specialized in corporate and commercial law.
 In 1984, Wiley founded and chaired the Governor’s 
Commission on Minority Business Development. In his role 
on the Commission, he sought to improve business opportu-
nities for African Americans and other minority groups. He 
sought equal access to projects and business services that 
had excluded African Americans from fair and open state 
and municipal contracts. Wiley also served as the Presi-
dent and National Chairman of the Black Entertainment and 
Sports Lawyers Association, Inc. and served as the Chairman 
of the Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce. 
 In 2011, Wiley was named to the Board of Visitors of 
The Air University by then U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert 
Gates. He was appointed to the Board of Visitors of the U.S. 
Air Force Academy by then President Barack Obama. 
 Wiley has also served as the Director of the New En-
gland Legal Foundation and has served as the Overseer of 
the New England Region Anti-Defamation League. He also 
served as the Chairman of the Board of The Dimock Center, 
Inc.. In addition, Wiley has supported the Crispus Attucks 
Children’s Center, Inc..
 Wiley has been given several distinguished awards in-
cluding being inducted into the 2010 “Academy of Distin-
guished Bostonians”. He was presented with an Honorary 
Doctorate of Laws degree from Cambridge College in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts. The New England School of Law in 
Boston also presented Wiley with a Doctorate of Laws de-
gree.
 Wiley is licensed by and serves as a member of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts Bar Association, the Dis-
trict of Columbia Bar Association, the American Bar Associ-
ation, and the National Bar Association. He is married to his 
wife, Benaree Pratt Wiley, and the couple lives in Brookline, 
Massachusetts. Together, they have two children, Pratt and 
B.J. 
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EELMO
WILLARD, III

 

…was born on September 
14, 1930 in Beaumont, 
Texas to Faye Durden Wil-
lard and Elmo Willard, Jr.. 
His mother was a school-
teacher and his father was 
a mortician. He graduated 
from Beaumont’s Charl-
ton-Pollard High School 

in 1947 and then entered Fisk University in Nashville, 
Tennessee. He graduated from Fisk in 1951 with a Bache-
lor of Arts degree in Economics and Business Administra-
tion with minors in History and Psychology. Willard then 
attended Washington, D.C.’s Howard University School 
of Law to obtain his law degree.
 During the 1950s, Howard University Law School 
played a very important role in crafting desegregation 
laws that were implemented throughout the country. 
Its’ teaching professors and visiting lecturers tested civil 
rights theories through its’ moot courts that gave path-
ways for practicing attorneys. While at Howard, Willard 
was fortunate to be taught by some of the best African 
American attorneys practicing law or teaching, including 
Thurgood Marshall and Robert Carter.
 In Willard’s final year at Howard’s Law School, he 
served as the Chief of the Student Critique Team, which 
analyzed the groundwork for the legendary 1954 civil 
rights education case of “Brown v. Board of Education”. 
Marshall used Howard law students in moot court trials 
before arguing the case before the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Willard’s involvement in the moot trials and as a member 
of the critique committee gave him his foundation to fight 
for civil rights for African Americans. Willard complet-
ed his law degree studies graduating third in his class in 
1954.
 After obtaining his law degree, Willard returned to 
Beaumont and opened a law firm with fellow attorney, 
Theodore R. Johns, Sr.. Willard and Johns immediately 
began to take on cases involving civil rights violations in 
the Beaumont area. Their first major victory was a 1955 
desegregation case against the City of Beaumont to in-
tegrate its’ public parks, Fayson v. Beard. Willard then 
in the case of Jackson v. McDonald in 1956, litigated 
the desegregation of Beaumont’s Lamar State College of 
Technology, now Lamar University. While litigating that 

case, Willard’s offices were vandalized and whites led a 
two weeks protest in an attempt to keep the university 
segregated.
 When African American students and local Beaumont 
residents protested discrimination in other areas of the 
city, including conducting sit-ins at whites-only restau-
rants and were arrested, Willard came to their defense to 
represent them against charges filed against them. Many 
of those arrested could not afford to pay for the needed 
services but still received representation for their efforts 
of civil disobedience to end desegregation. Willard and 
Johns were happy to give of their services free of charge 
as the protestors were in many cases risking their lives to 
make the lives of others better. Pro bono legal services 
were at the minimum the least Willard was willing to do.
 In 1981, Willard and fellow attorney Clayton May-
field won another significant case that desegregated the 
South Park Independent School District. Representing the 
Black Citizens Action Committee, they argued success-
fully that the school district was in violation of the dis-
crimination laws passed in 1954 in Brown v. Board of 
Education and operating the separate but equal doctrine 
was unconstitutional. The school district was forced to 
desegregate its’ public schools.
 Willard went on to successfully litigate other cases in 
Beaumont involving desegregation in employment prac-
tices and housing discrimination He filed law suit against 
corporate entities including Bethlehem Steel, Goodrich 
and Goodyear Chemical Companies, Gulf States Utilities, 
Jefferson Chemical Company, Pure Oil, and Temple-East-
ex. In his suit, Williard pointed out the disparity between 
the pay of African Americans and that of whites. He was 
able to show how African American workers were dele-
gated to the lower paying jobs in the company than their 
counterparts.
 Elmo Williard died on April 5, 1991. He was sixty 
years old.

ROGER
WILKINS

 

…was born on March 25, 
1932 in Kansas City, Mis-
souri to Helen Jackson 
Wilkins and Earl Wilkins. 
His mother was the first 
African American Nation-
al President of the YWCA 
and his father worked as 
a journalist. He began 

his formal education at the Crispus Attucks Elementary 
School, a segregated African American school.
 After his father died in 1941, Wilkins’ family moved 
to New York City, New York to be with relatives before 
relocating to Grand Rapids, Michigan where he graduat-
ed from Creston High School. Wilkins then attended the 
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor where he received 
his undergraduate degree in 1953. His law degree was 
obtained from the University of Michigan Law School 
in 1956. While earning his law degree, he interned with 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) and served as a senior member of Mich-
igamua, the school’s leadership society.
 After completing his law degree studies, Wilkins took 
a job as a welfare lawyer in Cleveland, Ohio before relo-
cating to New York City. With the election of U.S. Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy, Wilkins was appointed as a Special 
Assistant to the Agency for International Development in 
Washington, D.C.. A very outspoken and savvy man, he 
was selected to join the campaign to coordinate the pas-
sage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 1965 Voting 
Rights Act.
 In 1965, Wilkins became an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral in the administration of then President Lyndon B. 
Johnson. At the age of thirty-three, Wilkins was one of the 
highest-ranking African Americans to serve the President 
in the Executive Branch. Wilkins was charged with trou-
ble shooting the racial unrest that was occurring across 
the country. He met with Mayors and community leaders 
about the recurring violence and looked for ways to curb 
it, although it was not his task to suppress the disturbances. 
 Wilkins brought awareness to the causes of the ri-
oting pointing out inadequacies in housing and unfair 
employment to many in the American society. He called 
for more government help for the poor and to make im-
provements in the lives of those that lived in the country’s 

ghettos. Wilkins believed that the real threat to the stabili-
ty of the country lay in correcting the conditions in which 
minorities lived.
 In 1966, Wilkins became the Director of Community 
Relations Service. He served in that capacity for three 
years before leaving the federal government for private 
practice. He worked for the Ford Foundation for a peri-
od of time before joining the Washington Post’s editorial 
staff. Wilkins worked alongside famed Washington Post 
reporters Carl Bernstein, Herbert “Herblock” Block, and 
Bob Woodward during the infamous Watergate scandal 
that caused the resignation of then President Richard Nix-
on. For his work on the scandalous case, Wilkins earned 
a Pulitzer Prize in 1973. 
 In 1974, Wilkins left the Washington Post to join the 
New York Times. After spending five years with the Times, 
he became a member of the staff to the Washington, D.C. 
based Washington Times newspaper. He remained with 
the paper for only a brief time before becoming a radio 
news commentator, taking a position with National Pub-
lic Radio (NPR).
 In 1982, Wilkins served as a Senior Fellow for the 
Washington, D.C. think tank, the Institute for Policy Stud-
ies. He then served as a Clarence J. Robinson Professor of 
History and American Culture at George Mason Univer-
sity in Fairfax, Virginia. He remained with the University 
until his retirement in 2007. At George Mason, Wilkins 
was one of the most popular Professors teaching at the 
school. During that time, he served as the publisher of 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People’s (NAACP) publication, The Crisis. Ironically, his 
uncle, Roy Wilkins served as the Executive Director of the 
NAACP.
 In 1990, Wilkins was a member of the team that coor-
dinated the U.S. tour of South African civil rights activist 
and future president, Nelson Mandela. Wilkins worked 
along with future U.S Supreme Court Justice Thurgood 
Marshall, his mentor, to assist Mandela in bringing aware-
ness to the American public about the unjust practices of 
Apartheid, the official South African form of government. 
For that cause, Wilkins would be arrested for taking part 
in U.S. protests against the South African regime.
 Wilkins was three times. His marriages to Eve Tyler 
and Mary Myers ended in divorce before he married Pa-
tricia King. King served as a Professor of Law at Wash-
ington, D.C.’s Georgetown University. Roger Wilkins died 
on March 26, 2017 from complications of dementia, one 
day after his eighty-fifth birthday. 
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ARTHUR
L.
WILLIAMS, JR.

 

…received both his un-
dergraduate and law de-
gree from the University 
of California Los Ange-
les (UCLA). To begin his 
professional career, he 
joined at Rockwell In-
ternational Corporation 

in Downey, California. His responsibilities at Rockwell 
was giving counsel to procurement personnel about con-
tract interpretations, submitted proposals, and pertinent 
government regulations that related to the Space Shut-
tle Program’s Global Position Satellite and B-1 Bomber, a 
multi-billion dollar project.
 Williams left Rockwell in 1980 moving to Las Vegas, 
Nevada to accept a position with Reynolds Electrical & 
Engineering Co., Inc. as General Counsel, Vice President, 
and Secretary. He was the first African American attor-
ney ever hired by Reynolds in these capacities. Williams 
served as lead attorney in any litigated matter, includ-
ing administrative and regulatory hearings and complex 
radiation and environmental matters. He remained with 
Reynolds for five years.

 Williams was licensed to practice law in several state 
jurisdictions, including the Supreme Court of California, 
the Supreme Court of Nevada, the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals, the U.S. Northern District Court of California, 
and the U.S. District Court of Nevada. He was a founding 
member of the Las Vegas Chapter of the National Bar As-
sociation and was twice elected as President of the chap-
ter. Williams served as a member of the American, Clark 
County, Nevada, and California Bar Associations.
 Williams served on the Water District Task Force, the 
Clark County School Desegregation Task Force, and the 
Supreme Court of Nevada’s Task Force for the Study of Ra-
cial and Economic Bias in the Justice System. He served 
as a dedicated community member and was involved in 
many community organizations all aimed at improving 
the lives of the citizens of Nevada. He also served as a 
member of the Executive Board of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), as 
a Special Representative of the Boy Scouts of America, 
and as a supporter of the Frontier Girl Scouts of America. 
Williams is a member of the Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity as 
well as a member of the National Brotherhood of Skiers. 
For the National Brotherhood of Skiers, he served as Pres-
ident of the Las Vegas Chapter.

Photo Not 
Available DANNY

C.
WILLIAMS, SR.

 …received his under-
graduate degree from Dil-
lard University in New 
Orleans and his law de-
gree from the University 
of Tulsa College of Law in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
 In 2012, Williams was 
appointed by then Presi-

dent Barack Obama as a United States Attorney for the 
Northern District of Oklahoma where he served for five 
years. The Northern District’s jurisdiction covers eleven 
counties, including the city of Tulsa. While serving in the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office, Williams is credited with initiating 
a Violent Crime Initiative that addressed criminal activi-
ties in city.
 With the Republican Party winning the presidency 
of the United States in 2017 and with the U.S. Congress 
controlling Capital Hill, Williams decided to resign his 
post. Resigning along with him was fellow attorney Mark 
Green. Williams then entered private practice.
 Williams joined the law firm of Conner & Winters. He 
serves as a member of the firm’s litigation group. He han-
dles and litigates issues surrounding commercial business 
matters, particularly in the area of Eminent Domain. He 
also serves as legal counsel in cases of white-collar crim-
inal defense.
 Williams is a member of the Oklahoma Bar Associ-
ation, the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of 
Oklahoma, the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District 
of Oklahoma, and the U.S. Court of Appeals 10th Circuit.
 Williams has been called upon to speak to Tulsa 
concerned citizens on matters of the law and communi-
ty affairs many times. He served as the Commencement 
Speaker at a University of Tulsa College of Law graduation 
ceremony, served as the Guest Speaker to the University of 
Tulsa College of Law’s Judge Carlos Chappelle Pathway to 
Law Series, and served as the Speaker to the Tulsa Down-
town Lions Club. Williams was the Graduation Speaker 
for the Council on Law Enforcement Training (CLEET), a 
speaker for the Discovery School of Tulsa Internet Safety 
Conference, and was Guest Speaker for the Federal Reen-
try Program for the Northern District of Oklahoma.
 Williams has also given time to speak and mentor to 
the youth of Tulsa. He has spoken to students as the Com-

mencement Speaker at Tulsa’s Carver Middle School, as 
a History Speaker at Booker T. Washington High School, 
and as the Banquet Speaker for the Bartlesville, Oklaho-
ma’s Fraternal Order of Police Annual Officer of the Year 
Banquet. Williams has given a speech before the fraternal 
membership at the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Founders 
Day celebration, the Tulsa Job Corps, and the Dove Sci-
ence Academy’s Internet Safety Program. Williams has 
served on the Board of the Greenwood Chamber of Com-
merce and the Greenwood Cultural Center.
 Williams has been given many honors and recogni-
tions during his legal career, including:

–  Ada Lois Sipuel Fisher Diversity Award 
from the Oklahoma Bar Association

–  Hall of Honor Community Service Award 
from the 100 Black Men of Tulsa, Inc.

–  Outstanding Citizen Award 
from the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.

–  Outstanding Achievement Award 
from the John F. Kennedy High School
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GEORGE 
WASHINGTON
WILLIAMS

...was born on October 
16, 1849 in Bedford 
Springs, Pennsylvania to 
Thomas and Ellen Rouse 
Williams. He was the 
oldest of four children, 
all boys. His brothers 
were John, Thomas and 
Harry Lawsom. Wil-

liam’s early education was limited and and his life situa-
tion landed him in a “house of refuge” where he learned 
barbering. To escape this situation, at the age of fourteen, 
Williams enlisted in the Union Army. He used an as-
sumed name to enlist and fought during the final battles 
of the American Civil War.
 After the war, Williams decided to go to Mexico and 
help the Republican army fight to overthrow Emperor 
Maximilian. Under the command of General Espinosa, 
he received a commission as Lieutenant, learned to speak 
Spanish, and built a reputation as a great gunner. Johson 
would return to the U.S. in the spring of 1867.
 Back in the United States, Williams continued his 
military career, enlisting for a five-year stint in the army. 
In 1868, while serving in the U.S. western Indian Territo-
ry, he was wounded and remained hospitalized until his 
discharge.
 Now in civilian life, as a U.S. veteran, he decided to 
attend college. He applied and was accepted to Howard 
University, a historically black college in Washington, 
DC. His stay at Howard was not completed as in 1870, 
he began studies at the Newton Theological Institution 
near Boston, Massachusetts. In 1874, Williams became 
the first African American to graduate from Newton.
 After graduation from Newton Seminary, Williams 
was ordained as a Baptist Minister and held several pas-
torates, including the historic Twelfth Baptist Church of 
Boston. During a visit to Chicago in 1873, he met Sarah 
A. Sterrett. They were married the following spring and 
had one son together.
 With great support from many leaders of his time, 
leaders such as Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd 
Garrison, Williams, in Washington, D.C., founded “The 
Commoner”, a monthly journal, although he only pub-
lished eight issues.
 After the journal ceased production, Williams moved 
to Cincinnati, Ohio where he began his law studies un-

der Alphonso Taft, the father of President William How-
ard Taft. This tutelage helped him to later become the first 
African American elected to the Ohio State Legislature 
where he served one term from 1880 to 1881.
 In 1885, President Chester A. Arthur appointed Wil-
liams as “Minister Resident and Consul General” to Haiti, 
an appointment he never served. Despite confirmation by 
the U.S.  Senate and the U.S. State Department, he was 
not allowed to assume his post due to opposition from the 
incoming Democratic President Grover Cleveland who in-
stead nominated John Edward Thompson to the position.
 Johnson went on to write earth shattering histories 
about African Americans in the United States: A History 
of Negro Troops in the War of Rebellion and The Histo-
ry of the Negro Race in America 1619-1880. The second 
book was the first overall history of African Americans, 
showcasing their participation and contributions begin-
ning in the earliest days of the U.S. colonies being estab-
lished through his present days.
 In 1889, Williams asked for and was granted an in-
formal meeting with King Léopold II of Belgium. At that 
time, the Congo Free State was the personal possession 
of the King. He controlled a private militia that enforced 
rubber production by the Congolese people. In the rub-
ber plantations, there were widespread abuses by the 
militia. After the meeting, despite the objections of the 
monarch, Williams went to central Africa to see for him-
self the conditions.
 After assessing the horrible conditions, on July 18, 
1890, from Stanley Falls, he addressed “An Open Letter 
to His Serene Majesty Léopold II, King of the Belgians 
and Sovereign of the Independent State of Congo”. In 
the letter, he condemned the brutal and inhuman treat-
ment that the Congolese people of the Congo Free State 
were suffering at the hands of Europeans as well as at 
the hands of the Africans supervising them. He spoke of 
the role that Henry M. Stanley, sent to the Congo by the 
King, played in deceiving and mistreating the Congolese 
people. He reminded the King that the crimes committed 
were all committed he King’s name which makes him as 
guilty as the perpetrators. He pushed his appeal to the 
international community asking them to “call and create 
an International Commission to investigate the charges 
herein preferred in the name of Humanity ...”. This cry for 
help spurred the first public outcry against King Léopold 
II’s regime in the Congo. The world now knew that the 
regime had caused the loss of millions of lives.
 On his travels back from Africa, on August 2, 1891 
Williams died suddenly in Blackpool, England from tu-
berculosis and pleurisy. He remains are  buried in Layton 
Cemetery, Blackpool, England.

ISAIAH
“IKE”
W.

   WILLIAMS

…was born on December 
15, 1926. He was raised by 
a great aunt and had a stut-
tering problem as a child. 
He was given the nickname 
of “Juicy” by his neigh-
borhood friends because 
of when he stuttered, spit 

would sometimes fly out of his mouth. He would stutter all 
of his life.
 Despite his stuttering issues, Williams graduated from 
Gibbs High School in 1945 as the Valedictorian of his high 
school class. After high school, he joined the United States 
Army before enrolling into New York University in New 
York City where he earned his undergraduate degree. He re-
mained at the school to attend its’ law school and obtained 
his law degree.
 After completing his law degree requirements, in 1959, 
Williams returned to St. Petersburg to begin his legal career. 
He became one of St. Petersburg’s first African American at-
torneys to practice in the city and county of Pinellas. 
He joined with fellow African American Fred Minnis, Sr., to 
form a law partnership. There were very few African Amer-
ican attorneys practicing in the state of Florida at the time 
and most African Americans had to rely on white attorneys 
who may or may not have their best interest in mind or may 
in secret be a member of the segregated South’s segregation-
ist parties. 
 With Williams and Minnis opening their law firm, a tre-
mendous milestone for African Americans needing caring 
legal representation, the law firm soon began to grow. He 
pushed for racial equality and worked to open doors for Afri-
can Americans and other minority groups. Williams followed 
in the footsteps of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and tried to 
make a difference in the lives of the attorney’s that worked in 
his law firm and the community in which he chose to serve.
 Williams was a beacon of inspiration for many young 
African American attorneys and opened doors for them to 
become successful attorneys. He mentored and guided sev-
eral successful clerks and graduating attorneys including 
Morris Milton, Frank Peterman, and James Sanderlin. Sand-
erlin would become the first African American to be elected 
to a countywide office in Pinellas County and the first Afri-
can American Circuit Judge.
 Williams was the founder of the Southside Republican 
Club began after taking the position that the Democratic Par-

ty took the African American voters for granted. He led voter 
registration campaigns and urged other African Americans 
to join him in voting Republican in upcoming elections. He 
even made a run as a Republican for a seat on the St. Peters-
burg City Council in 1963, but lost his bid for the seat. He 
did win the primary election but lost in the general election.
 Williams ran unsuccessfully twice for a seat in the state 
legislature losing on both occasions. In 1967, he was elect-
ed as the President of the St. Petersburg chapter of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP). As President, he called for the city of St. Peters-
burg and Pinellas County administrators to integrate its’ per-
sonnel by hiring African Americans, particularly in the pub-
lic schools. Williams also became the first member of the St. 
Petersburg Bar Association.
 Williams was always interested in the welfare of the city 
and county’s youth. He was concerned with their futures and 
encouraged them to make the most of their lives they possi-
bly could. He was hopeful that they could further their edu-
cational desires and worked to give them that opportunity.
 In 1986, Williams founded the organization, Blacks 
Against Dangerous Drugs to combat the increasing drug 
problem that began to impact the African American commu-
nity. He also founded the African American Voters Research 
and Education Committee. This organization was created 
because of his political change from the Democratic Party to 
the Republican Party.
 Williams was a very giving many and donated to several 
charities while at the same time representing many clients 
for free. He once gave $50,00 to the Bethel Community Bap-
tist Church. Although he was a benevolent man, he came 
under fire in 1990 by the Florida Bar Association and was 
suspended after investigations showed that he had failed to 
pay several clients their share of settlements won in their 
cases. He subsequently resigned from the bar association.
 Unable to practice law, Williams gave of his time to the 
volunteering for the African American Voters Research and 
Education Committee. His popularity in the African Ameri-
can community remained strong and was greeted warmly by 
members of the community when the saw him out and about 
around the city. He was a man that never forgot his humble 
beginnings and loved his wife Anne, who died at the age 
of eighty-three. The couple had been married for fifty-four 
years. Three days after the death of his wife, on March 16, 
2009, Williams himself died from the Alzheimer’s disease he 
battled. He was eighty-two years old.
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JEAN
WILLIAMS

…received her Juris Doc-
torate degree from the law 
school at Loyola Universi-
ty in Chicago, Illinois in 
1951. She was the only 
African American woman 
enrolled in the law school 
while she was there. She 
took and passed the Illi-

nois State Bar exam that same year. Williams then opened 
her a law firm where she represented welfare recipients 
and served as a criminal defense attorney. She would op-
erate from her Chicago law offices for the next nineteen 
years.
 Williams defended protestors during the civil rights 
era when arrested for disorderly conduct when they par-
ticipated in demonstrations to demand equal economic 
justice and fair housing practices. She came to the aid of 
those that supported Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. when he 
came to Chicago to fight for Chicago and the surrounding 
area’s African American’s civil rights and marched against 
the city’s policies of segregation. During that time, Wil-
liams also served as legal counsel to the Chicago Coordi-
nating Committee and the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference.
 In 1971, Williams left Chicago moving to Arizona to 
care for her parents who had retired and were living in 
Tucson. The following year, she was admitted to the Ari-
zona Bar. She was the second African American woman 
to be admitted to practice in the state by the Bar. After a 
brief stay in Arizona, Williams took a job in California 
serving as the Executive Director of a senior citizen law 
center. Her parent’s health began to deteriorate so she 
returned to Tucson to again care for them. 
 Back in Tucson, Williams took a job as a staff attor-
ney for the Southern Arizona Legal Aid Society. She then 
worked for a year for the Pima County Public Defender’s 
Office where she represented Arizona residents unable 
to afford their own lawyers. The following year, in 1974, 
Williams was appointed to become a Judge to the Tucson 
Municipal Court. She was the first African American to 
serve the Municipal Court as a Judge. 
 Judge Williams presided over the Tucson Municipal 
Court for two years. She was then named in the same 
position to the Phoenix Municipal Court and relocated 

two hours north to Phoenix. She became the first African 
American female to preside over a Municipal Court in 
Phoenix as well. Judge Williams would sit on the Phoenix 
Municipal Court for the next twenty years before retiring.
 While sitting on the bench, Judge Williams fought to 
make a state holiday to celebrate the birth of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., which was a daunting task in the majority 
white state. Many of the Arizona residents were opposed 
to the holiday and resisted for many years that notion. 
The proposed celebration in Arizona was first observed 
in 1986 when then Governor Bruce Babbitt followed suit 
with U.S. President Ronald Reagan and signed into law 
the honored date to celebrate Dr. King’s birthday. The fol-
lowing year, newly elected Governor Evan Mecham re-
scinded the holiday citing that Babbitt did not have the 
authority to instill a state paid holiday single handedly. It 
would be seven years before Arizona would restore the 
celebration of King’s birthday doing so in 1996.
 During her tenure on the bench, Judge Williams faced 
struggles of being both an African American Judge in a 
predominately white state presiding over predominately 
white cases. In addition, she was an African American 
woman in a white male dominated field. Nonetheless, 
she was an outspoken and feisty jurist that challenged 
gracefully but firmly opposition to her decisions and rul-
ings. She served gallantly on the bench during her twen-
ty-year career as a pioneer for both women but especial-
ly for African American women. She indeed was a role 
model and inspiration to many young African American 
female attorneys that were entering the legal profession 
in Arizona.

JUNIUS
WILLIAMS

…grew up in Richmond, 
Virginia in a well-educat-
ed family that strove for 
academic excellence. Af-
ter graduating from high 
school, he attended Am-
herst College in Amherst, 
Massachusetts where he 
received his undergradu-

ate degree in 1965. In his last year at Amherst, Williams 
joined the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC). For the organization, he assisted in organizing 
voter registration campaigns and participated in civil 
rights demonstrations in Amherst.
 After completing his undergraduate degree, Williams 
moved to Newark, New Jersey. He joined forces with po-
litical activist Tom Hayden and other young radicals in 
the Students for a Democratic Society where he helped 
to organize African American residents to fight against 
civil issues related to housing, education and community 
policing. Williams, after the Newark Riot of 1967, left 
the group to form the Newark Area Planning Association 
(NAPA), which opposed the gentrification of the city’s ur-
ban renewal plans. While Williams gave time to the New-
ark community, he returned to obtain his law degree from 
Yale University Law School in New Haven, Connecticut. 
 After completing his law degree, Williams returned 
to Newark to continue working with local ministers and 
members of the Black Panther Party on civil rights issues 
that affected the African American community. He played 
a part in stopping a highway that was to be built to run 
through Newark’s Central Ward. He was a part of the ne-
gotiating team that reached an agreement that built one 
thousand affordable homes and created new jobs for 
Newark residents. He also played a significant role in the 
election of Kenneth Gibson, Newark’s first African Amer-
ican Mayor.
 After being elected, Mayor Gibson appointed Wil-
liams to become the head of then President Lyndon John-
son’s federally funded Model Cities Program. Williams 
was only twenty-six years old when he was appointed to 
the position. Once he began his work on the program, 
he became disillusioned with the rivalries, alliances, and 
betrayals that were a part of Newark’s City Hall. When 
William’s began to voice his displeasure with the oper-

ations of the program and dealings within City Hall, he 
became a political threat to the Mayor and was fired.
 Williams realized that many of the African American 
politicians that had been elected had lost touch with the 
community that they were elected to serve. In 1982, Wil-
liams made a run for the job as Mayor but was unsuc-
cessful in his bid. Despite losing the job as the head of 
the city, he continued working in the trenches of New-
ark’s streets as an organizer, legal representative of the 
underserved, and as a Newark public school advocate. 
He worked even more diligently for the needs of lower 
income Newark residents as elected officials failed to up-
hold the promises that they had made to the citizens of 
Newark in running for their elected positions.
 Williams became a highly requested speaker and en-
ergizer of people. He was called upon to give speeches 
at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington D.C., the 
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture in New 
York City, and the Shiloh Baptist Church in Trenton, New 
Jersey. He also gave speeches to several colleges and uni-
versities across the country. 
 Williams was then elected as the President of the Na-
tional Bar Association (NBA). As President, he became an 
advocate for democracy in the countries of Zimbabwe 
and South African. He spoke before the United Nations 
in that regard and submitted a paper on behalf of the NBA 
that was published in seven different languages. During 
that time, he penned his political memoir, “Unfinished 
Agenda, Urban Politics in the Era of Black Power”, which 
addressed poverty, failing schools and crime in the Unit-
ed States.
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PATRICIA 
J.
WILLIAMS

...was born on August 28, 
1951 in Boston, Massa-
chusetts to Ruth and Isaiah 
Williams. Her mother was 
a teacher and her father was 
an technical editor. Growing 
up in the Roxbury section 
of Boston, a white work-
ing-class neighborhood, al-

though accepted because of the length of time the family had lived 
there, Williams soon felt the prejudices prevalent in Boston when 
it came to housing.
 By middle school, Williams, realizing that her skin color was 
becoming a topic amongst students, began to hear other damning 
stories throughout her neighborhood of how more and more blacks 
were moving in and how property values were decreasing. Despite 
these “block-busting” tales that were being fostered by white Re-
altors, Williams parents instilled into her and her lone sister their 
history, their worth, and their value. They encouraged her and her 
sister to study hard and let their educational acumen lead them. 
 Taking heed, Williams focused on her studies and not her col-
or. Completing high school, she was accepted to the prestigious  
Wellesley College, a liberal arts college in Wellesley, Massachu-
setts. She graduated within three years obtaining a Bachelor’s de-
gree in 1972. Three years later, as one of the first group of affirma-
tive action students, she completed her Juris Doctor from Harvard 
Law School, in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Of the 536 graduates in 
Harvard’s Law School, Williams was one of only ten blacks in her 
graduating class.
 With degree in hand, Williams accepted her first legal job with 
the City of Los Angeles, California as a Consumer Advocate. From 
that job, she was able to acquire civil and criminal trial experience. 
Focusing on consumer fraud, she found herself litigating more crim-
inal and civil cases than she had thought would be involved in the 
consumer protection area. From claims of phony medical cures to 
human sterilizations, Williams found herself in the mist of a pletho-
ra of varied consumer protection cases.
 In 1978, Williams left her job as Consumer Advocate to take 
a position as Staff Attorney with Los Angeles’ Western Center on 
Law and Poverty. In this position her focused moved from consum-
er protection to that of commercial and contract law. She became 
involved with cases concerning credit card scams and fraudulent 
banking practices. After a few years at the Center, she decided that 
teaching was a a viable alternative to what she was currently doing. 
 Interested in creative writing as opposed to the more sterile 
paperwork that she was performing, she accepted an Associate Pro-
fessor of Law position at Golden Gate University School of Law in 
San Francisco, California. She stayed at the university for four years. 
In 1984, she received an opportunity to return to the east coast. She 
took a job in New York City with a public interest law school at City 

University of New York. This newly formed law school had as its’ 
emphasis to train and educate lawyers to have a  commitment to the 
needs of the poor and under served. Plus, she was close to family 
and friends.
 Unfortunately, the founder and financial patron for the law 
school committed suicide. The school which politically leaned to 
the left had not yet been accredited and the more conservative sur-
rounding community began to put political pressures on the admin-
istrators and faculty. With faculty being fired and the local commu-
nity up in arms, Williams sat the writing on the wall and decided to 
leave the teaching job at City University.
 She accepted a tenured teaching offer in 1988 at the University 
of Wisconsin. She also took on a Visiting Associate Professorship at 
Stanford University School of Law in California as well as a Visiting  
Scholar at Stanford’s Institute for Research on Gender and Women. 
In addition, she was a Visiting Scholar-In-Residence at Duke Uni-
versity in Durham, North Carolina.
 Two years later, in the spring of 1992, Williams became a Vis-
iting Professor of Women’s Studies at Harvard University’s Women’s 
Studies Program in Cambridge, Massachusetts, close to her home-
town of Boston. That same year, she took on a  Professorship at Co-
lumbia University School of Law in New York City. While teaching, 
Williams still had writing on her mind.
 Her writings turned more toward the consumer media arena. 
She began to write more on leftist views and protest politics. She 
penned articles for magazines such as Ms., The Nation, and The 
Village Voice. She also wrote for some  mainstream periodicals, 
including The Christian Science Monitor and The New York Times 
Book Review.
 In 1991, Harvard University Press, published Williams’ The Al-
chemy of Race and Rights: Diary of a Law Professor. In 1995, Wil-
liams’s The Rooster’s Egg: On the Persistence of Prejudice was pub-
lished. In 1997, she published her, Seeing a Color-Blind Future: The 
Paradox of Race and her Open House: On Family Food, Friends, 
Piano Lessons and the Search for a Room of My Own was published 
in  2004.
 Williams is currently Columbia University’s James L. Dohr 
Professor of Law. She has taught at Columbia since 1991. She is 
a member of the Bar of the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit and the State Bar of California. She served the Medgar 
Evers College for Law on their Advisory Council and did the same 
for Social Justice of the City University of New York. She sat on the  
Board of Governors for the Society of American Law Teachers and 
the Board of Trustees of Wellesley College. She held a MacArthur 
Fellowship from June 2000 until June 2005.
 Williams was honored on March 1, 2013 when Columbia Law 
School’s Center for Gender & Sexuality Law held a symposium fea-
turing famed attorneys Anita Hill and Lani Guinier, among others. 
Considered one of the more provocative intellectuals in American 
law, Williams is a firm believer that law should have a cultural sig-
nificance and that experiences are precursors to law. She empha-
sizes that race is a fundamental determining factor in the U.S. legal 
system.

SAMUEL 
L.
WILLIAMS

...was born in 1933 and 
died in 1994 at the age of 
sixty-one. Williams be-
gan his collegiate career 
at University of Califor-
nia located in Berkeley, 
California. A student-ath-
lete, he played dual 
sports. He was a football 

quarterback and played several baseball positions while at 
the same time being named an Academic All- American. 
 Graduating in 1955 from U.C. Berkely with a B.A. in 
Criminology, Williams had to put his educational endeav-
ors on hold as the U.S. became involved in the Vietnam 
War and he was called to duty. Enlisting into the U.S. 
Army to perform his two year military service, Williams 
rose to the rank of First Lieutenant in the Military police 
Corps. With his discharge, he returned to California.
 Williams immediately returned to his studies, enroll-
ing into the University of Southern California’s School of 
Law located in Los Angeles. He graduated in 1961 earn-
ing his LL.B. After graduation, he took a job in the State 
of California’ Department of Justice offices as Deputy At-
torney General. He held the post for three years.
 In 1965, he decided to  enter private practice. He 
accepted a position with the California based law firm of 
Hufstedler & Kaus. He later became a partner of the firm. 
In 1965, after the Watts riots in Los Angeles, the Governor 
of California, Pat Brown, established the McCone Com-
mission to investigated the cause of the riots. Williams 
became the staff attorney for the Commission. 
 Over the next several years, Williams became a dis-
tinguished attorney known throughout Los Angeles as an 
individual committed to social justice, civil rights and 
civic affairs. Prominent in local and community interests, 
he was asked to sit on many civic and prominent corpo-
rations’ boards.
 Williams accomplishments are many. He served as 
President of the Los Angeles County Bar Association. He 
was President of the Los Angeles Board of Police Com-
missioners and has the distinction of becoming the first 
African American to serve as President of the California 
State Bar.  
 While sitting on the board of the the Los Angeles 
Board of Police Commissioners, Williams was called to 

serve on the advisory committees involving the 1991 Los 
Angeles beating of California citizen Rodney King. He is 
given credit for assisting in the re-making and re-structur-
ing of the  judiciary system in California. His avid cam-
paigns as a chair and as a member of several nominating 
commissions for judicial selections for federal bench po-
sitions within the state, he has tirelessly fought  to ensure 
fair representation was provided and was done with the 
principles of equal justice for all.
 Williams has been a board member of several prom-
inent corporations. He has sat on the boards of he Bank 
of California,   the Los Angeles Music Center, the Univer-
sity of Southern California, and Walt Disney Company. 
He has been honored with such awards as the Los Ange-
les Legal Aid Foundation’s Maynard Toll Lifetime Service 
Award for his dedicated work over the years for the peo-
ple of Los Angeles. He was also given the Shattuck Price 
Award, from the Los Angeles County Bar Association. The 
Shattuck Price Award is the Association’s highest tribute 
given. The State legislature saluted Williams him with a 
Memorial Fesolution “for his illustrious record of profes-
sional, personal, public and civic achievement.”
 Williams died suddenly on July 28, 1994 of a heart 
attack.
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AVON 
NYANZA
WILLIAMS, JR.

...was born in 1921 in Knox-
ville, Tennessee to Carrie Belle 
Williams  and Avon Williams. 
He was the fourth of five chil-
dren. Williams graduated from 
Johnson C. Smith University, 
an historically black universi-
ty located in Charlotte, North 
Carolina in 1940. He enrolled 
into the Boston University 

School of Law in Boston, Massachusetts. Upon passing the bar, he took 
both the Massachusetts and Tennessee bar exams, passing both. He was 
admitted to both bars in 1948.
 Upon graduation and receiving his bar admittance, Williams 
moved to his birthplace of Knoxville, Tennessee. He practiced law there 
until moving to Nashville in 1953. In Nashville, he became an active 
member of the NAACP. His first cousin, Thurgood Marshall, for the Le-
gal Defense and Educational Fund of the NAACP, was their chief lawyer. 
It wasn’t long before Williams began to assist the NAACP and other civil 
rights opponents in their representations. He became extremely active 
in the Nashville area Civil Rights Movement.
 During his involvement with civil rights issues, he met civil rights 
attorney, Z. Alexander Looby. Joining Looby’s law firm, Williams be-
came a key figure in the fight against segregation, voting rights and 
civil rights. Together, Looby and Williams would represent many of the 
African American opponents of the Deep South’s segregated practices. 
Williams would become the first to file a Tennessee public school de-
segregation suit. His McSwain v. Board of Anderson County, Tennessee 
lawsuit filed in 1950 began a legal battle that would last over thirty 
years.
 In 1951, Williams and his team would file suit against the Uni-
versity of Tennessee. The university’s graduate school, like all other law 
schools in the south, did not allow black Students. They instead gave 
cash stipends to them to attend law schools in other States. In his law-
suit, Gray v. University of Tennessee, Williams represented four black 
students that were not being permitted to register for classes at the Ten-
nessee law school. Williams’ team changed that.
 An advocate for the desegregation of Nashville’s public schools, 
Williams served as counsel for plaintiffs in the city’s long running battle 
to desegregate their schools. Williams and his partner Looby, in 1955, 
filed a lawsuit against the Nashville public school system. The Kelley 
v. Board of Education of Nashville case mirrored the Brown v. Board 
of Education federal ruling and demanded school desegregation. Both 
Williams and Looby became thorns in the sides of many while support-
ers of segregation and their separate but equal philosophy of the South. 
The desegregation lawsuit took over thirty years before the Tennessee 
schools were mixed. During that time, Williams received countless 
death threats from angry white supremacists, including the local police.
 Williams, one of only a few black civil rights lawyers in Nash-
ville, represented many black students that had been arrested for taking 
part in the Nashville sit-ins of the 1960s. While representing these civil 
rights protesters, he was active in his fraternity, Omega Psi Phi’s com-
munity and social activities and was a part of the faculty of Nashville’s 

Meharry Medical College, one of a handful of historically black medical 
schools in the United States.
 In 1969, Williams ran for the Democratic seat to the Tennessee 
State Senate. The state had redrawn the district lines and Williams fo-
cused his attention to the newly configured district centered on the 
historically black section of North Nashville. Winning the election, he 
became the first African American State Senator ever elected in the state 
of Tennessee. 
 As State Senator, Williams became one of the most prominent men 
and lawyers in Nashville. His influence ran high and as a leader and 
savvy attorney, his advice was sought after by many. His unrelenting 
pursuit of the Democratic agenda, particularly in civil rights cases, 
placed him in a coveted position with Nashville’s black community and 
at odds with the opposing white segregationist and their determined 
views.
 To Williams’ credit, he won a significant victory in the mid 1970s 
when the Tennessee Supreme Court ruled in Geier v. Blanton that two 
Tennessee universities could merge together as one. With that ruling, 
the University of Tennessee-Nashville merged with the historically black 
school, Tennessee State University. For the first time, a black school took 
over a white one. An unprecedented ruling that was. From that ruling, 
the integration process went into full effect across the state ultimately 
desegregating all public elementary, junior high, high schools, colleges 
and universities in Tennessee. He is credited with forcing the public 
schools to teach African American history in the classroom.
 During his long lustrous legal career, Williams’ clientele were 
majority black litigants. He represented black school teachers that had 
been deprived of their jobs. He took on a case of a twelve-year-old 
boy who had been charged with raping a white woman. Opposed to 
the death penalty, Williams made numerous appeals for a black man 
convicted of murder by an all white jury despite the overwhelming 
evidence of his innocence. From that case, he became obsessed with 
breaking the cycle of all white grand juries. He worked tirelessly for 
indigent defendants and their right to have free transcripts of their trials 
for appeal purposes.
  After representing the black community in their pursuit for civil 
rights for over forty years, Williams health began to turn toward the 
worst. He contracted ALS, better known as the “Lou Gehrig’s disease”, 
so called after famed baseball player Lou Gehrig was diagnosed with 
the Disease. ALS or amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, is a progressive neu-
rodegenerative disease that affects the nerve cells in the brain and in the 
spinal cord.
 Despite this debilitating disease, Williams ran for re-election in 
1988 to his state Senate position. He easily won. Although he complet-
ed his four year term, he did so with the aid of an attendant and private 
driver. Fisk University, in 1989, bestowed upon Williams an Honorary 
LL.D. degree for his dedicated work on behalf of African Americans. In 
1992, after his Senate term ended, Williams did not seek re-election 
realizing that the rigors and demands of his Senate life were to much for 
him to bear.
 After his retirement, his health continued to worsen. He held on 
for a few years until his death in 1994. In tribute to his years of service 
to the citizens of Nashville, Tennessee State University, formerly the 
University of Tennessee at Nashville, renamed its’ downtown campus 
in Williams’ Honor. On August 29, 1994, Avon Williams died. He is 
buried in Greenwood Cemetery in Nashville, the second cemetery es-
tablished for blacks to be buried in Nashville.

JOSEPH
K.
WILLIAMS, III

…was born and raised 
in the Manchester area 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia’s North Side. He and 
his three brothers and two 
sisters grew up in a house 
filled with extended family 
with friends and other rela-
tives visiting throughout his 

upbringing. Williams grew up, so to speak, in the halls of 
the local courthouse, as his grandfather worked as a janitor 
in the Allegheny County Courthouse. In addition, his father 
worked as a building engineer in the Federal Building, lo-
cated just a few blocks away. Between the two buildings, 
Williams began his legal career as a child.
 Williams attended a working class neighborhood public 
school in Pittsburgh and won accolades for his studies at an 
early age. When he was in the tenth grade, he won an aca-
demic scholarship to attend Yale University in New Haven, 
Connecticut while only a junior in high school. Confidently 
arriving on campus, the change of scenery from Pittsburgh 
to New Haven gave Williams an opportunity to see what he 
could do on his own. He was assigned to a class taught by 
famed Alex Haley, the author of the award winning novel 
and TV mini series, “Roots”, as well as well known literary 
scholar A. Bartlett Giamatti, who later became the President 
of Yale and the Commissioner of major league baseball. 
 Williams at first thought being accepted to Yale at such a 
young age and having two esteemed Professors to learn from 
was great luck. It was then that he understood a long held 
saying of his father that, “luck happens when preparation 
and opportunity converge”. Williams knew he was prepared 
to be at Yale and the opportunity to learn was at hand. 
 Williams completed his high school studies at Yale and 
returned to Pittsburgh to enroll into Pittsburgh’s Carnegie 
Mellon University where he received his undergraduate de-
gree. He then entered the University of Pittsburgh where he 
earned a Master’s degree in Psychology. For his Juris Doctor-
ate degree, Williams attended Pittsburgh’s Duquesne Uni-
versity School of Law in 1985.
 After graduating from law school, Williams began his 
professional legal career in private practice. He would de-
vote the next twenty-four years to private practice law in the 
Manchester area. During that time, he married, moved to a 
farm on the outskirts of Pittsburgh to raise a family, and gave 

time to personal hobbies and volunteer work. He purchased 
several historic properties, including an 1884 Queen Anne 
home, which housed his law offices. He began collecting 
fine Persian and Caucasian carpets and breed competition 
dogs for international dog shows. He also trained dogs for 
police work, which helped to pay his law school bills.
 Judge Williams is an avid lover of fine art. His offices 
chambers and home walls are adorned with works of art 
by many famous artists, including a lithograph of the Saint-
Gaudens Civil War sculpture of the Massachusetts 54th In-
fantry. He has pen and ink works of Pittsburgh artist T-More 
and other works of art that bring elegance to his immacu-
late surroundings. His love of paintings and sculptures is not 
limited to these two aspects, as Judge Williams has a love 
of elegant cushions and fine furniture is showcased in the 
immaculate mahogany desk that sits in his office.
 In 2008, Williams was appointed by then Governor Ed-
ward Rendell to fill a vacancy for an unexpired term on the 
Pennsylvania Court of Common Pleas. The following year, 
he was elected to a full ten-year term. He continues to serve 
on the Criminal Division bench today. When he took his 
seat on the bench, it was true justice that when he put on his 
judicial robe, he gave thanks to his father and grandfather 
who had worked in and taken care of the halls of the local 
courthouse and the federal building when he was a child. 
Now he sits behind the bench that they once cleaned and 
kept.
 In serving on the bench, Judge Williams kept the princi-
pals taught him by his father and grandfather and used them 
in adjudicating cases that came before him. He would of-
ten tell defendants that came before the Court that everyone 
falls down, but the issue is, does one learn from that fall? He 
would tell them that falling can be a natural thing but curling 
up in a fetal position and staying down the rest of their lives 
is not.
 For his service to the judiciary, Judge Williams has been 
awarded the Homer S. Brown Outstanding Attorney Award. 
He has served as the President of the Homer S. Brown Law 
Association, as a member of the Pittsburgh History and 
Landmarks Foundation, as a member of the Board of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple. Judge Williams has also served as the Secretary of the 
Allegheny County and City of Pittsburgh’s Sports and Exhi-
bition Authority.
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PENNY 
L.
WILLRICH

 
…received her under-
graduate degrees in 
Political Science and 
History from the Univer-
sity of Texas at Arling-
ton. She obtained her 
Juris Doctorate degree 
from Washington, D.C.’s 
Antioch School of Law. 

She furthered her education when she earned a Master’s 
Degree in Human Services and Community Psychology 
from Springfield College in Springfield, Massachusetts. 
Willrich also obtained a Ph.D. degree in Criminology 
from Capella University in Minneapolis, Minnesota.
 In 1987, Willrich accepted a position as the Manag-
ing Attorney and Director of Domestic Violence with the 
Community Legal Services. In her role with the Legal Ser-
vice, she testified before the Arizona state legislature on 
domestic violence and family law issues. She was a mem-
ber of the team that rewrote the states’ Domestic Violence 
Victims Handbook and passed legislation that addressed 
issues surrounding domestic violence shelters. 
 In 1992, Willrich worked in the Arizona Department 
of Economic Safety’s Administration of Children, Youth 
and Families Division. She was pivotal in obtaining state 
legislation that funded a multi-year statewide technolog-
ical improvement initiative that acquired new computers 
for social workers. New software and added technology 
allowed the Administration to better track needed ser-
vices provided for children in foster care.
 In 1995, Willrich was named as a Commissioner to 
the Maricopa County Superior Court. She was assigned 
to the Court’s Juvenile Division. While serving as a Com-
missioner, Willrich was selected by the Arizona Supreme 
Court to draw up the initial draft for juvenile court rules. 
 In 1999, Willrich was appointed by the Governor Jane 
Dee Hull to serve as a Judge to the Superior Court of Ari-
zona. She was the first African American woman to serve 
on the state’s highest court. While sitting on the bench, 
Judge Willrich presided over cases in the Criminal, Juve-
nile, and Family Divisions. She served on the bench for 
six years stepping down from the bench in 2005.
 In 2005, Willrich became a member of the faculty 
to the Arizona Summit Law School. Six years later, she 
was appointed as the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs 

at the Phoenix School of Law. Willrich was an advocate 
of pro bono services and provided those services free of 
charge to residents of the Salvation Army Domestic Vio-
lence Shelter; the Save the Family of Mesa, Arizona or-
ganization; and to the Arizona Youth Innocence Project. 
She is licensed to practice law before the Northern Dis-
trict Courts of Texas and the District Courts of Arizona. 
She also has privileges to argue cases before the Fifth and 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
 Willrich has served on the Board of Directors to the 
Arizona Advocacy Network, the Arizona Black Lawyers 
Association, and the Arizona Disciplinary Commission. 
She also has served on the Boards of the Arizona State 
University Center for Applied Behavioral Health and the 
Commission on Minorities in the Judiciary and the Down-
town Phoenix Partnership. In addition, Willrich served on 
the Board of Directors of the American Bar Association’s 
Commission on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault.
 Willrich has been awarded many community and 
professional awards during her career honoring her dedi-
cated work on behalf of the residents of Arizona. She was 
presented with the prestigious Phi Alpha Delta Fraternity’s 
John J. MacAulay Legal Educator Award for her lifetime of 
compassioned and courageous service to the legal pro-
fessional. She received from The Links, Inc. a Jurispru-
dence Living History Award and was recognized by the 
Jack and Jill of America, Inc. for her exceptional service. 
In addition, the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services, 
Education named Willrich as the Family Law Pro Bono 
Attorney of the Year, and she received the NAACP Roy 
Wilkins Award.

ARCHIE
WALTER
WILLIS, JR.

…was born on March 
16, 1925 in Birming-
ham, Alabama to Mamie 
and A.W. Willis, Sr.. He 
graduated from Booker T. 
Washington High School 
before entering Talladega 
College in Talladega, Al-
abama where in 1950 he 

received his Bachelor of Arts. He received his law degree 
from the University of Wisconsin in Madison, Wisconsin 
in 1953.
 After receiving his law degree, Willis moved to Mem-
phis, Tennessee and opened his own law firm. Several 
years later, he became the legal counsel for James Mere-
dith in his attempt to desegregate the University of Mis-
sissippi in Oxford, Mississippi. He then joined forces with 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) to fight for the integration of the public 
schools of the city of Memphis. 
 In 1955, Willis assisted in the founding of the Mutu-
al Federal Savings and Loan, the first Savings and Loan 
owned and operated by southern African Americans. For 
the Savings and Loan, he served as the Executive Vice 
President and Secretary. Willis later served as a co-found-
er of the nationally chain of Mahalia Jackson’s Chicken 
Systems. 
 In 1964, Willis was elected to the Tennessee General 
Assembly. He was the first African American to be elect-
ed to the Assembly since Reconstruction. Three years 
later, he made a run to become the Mayor of Memphis 
although unsuccessfully. In 1974, he was instrumental in 
the election of African American Harold Ford Sr. to the 
U.S. Congress.
 In 1966, Willis co-founded the Supreme Mortgage 
and Realty Company and served as its’ President. The 
mortgage company was the first African American owned 
mortgage company in any southern state in the United 
States. Willis helped to fund the Mallory Heights School 
Housing Project, the Durango Subdivision, the Adler 
Hotel and four buildings in the historic district of Beale 
Street.
 In 1967, he co-founded the law firm of Ratner, Sugar-
mon, Lucas, & Willis. The firm was the first integrated 
law firm to be began in Memphis. He devoted much of 

his legal time to litigate cases surrounding housing for 
African American. He was involved with creating Shelby 
County’s Homebuyer’s Revolving Loan Fund to help low 
and moderate income first-time buyers receive mortgag-
es. Willis also lobbied to create funding for the Tennessee 
Housing Development Agency and served on the Shelby 
County Housing Task Force.
 During his legal career, Willis has served on sever-
al city, state, and national committees and commissions 
including having served on the Tennessee’s first Human 
Rights Commission. He also served on the National Civil 
Rights Museum Commission, which played an instrumen-
tal part in bringing the historic site into existence. Wil-
lis also served as a member of the Memphis Chamber of 
Commerce and the Shelby County Culture of Poverty Task 
Force, the State Racing Commission, and the Center City 
Revenue Finance Corporation.
 Willis was a member of the Pentecostal Temple Insti-
tutional Church of God in Christ (COGIC) and served as 
the legal counsel for the church. He served as the repre-
sentative for the church’s acquisition of downtown real 
estate purchases, including the purchase of the Chisca 
Hotel. For his dedicated work for the citizens of Memphis, 
the Auction Avenue Bridge in Memphis was renamed the 
A.W. Willis Bridge.
 Archie W. Willis, Jr. died in Memphis on July 14, 
1988. He was sixty-three years old.
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BUTLER
ROLAND
WILSON

…was born on July 22, 
1861 in Greensboro, 
Georgia. He received his 
undergraduate degree in 
1881 from Atlanta Uni-
versity in Atlanta, Geor-
gia. He was a member of 
the varsity baseball team 
and served as team Cap-

tain. He was also the class orator for his senior class.
 To obtain his law degree, Wilson attended to Boston 
University School of Law in Boston, Massachusetts and 
earned a Bachelor of Laws degree with honors. While 
earning his law degree, he served as a press correspon-
dent for “The Hub”, a Republican weekly publication by 
Archibald H. Grimké. Wilson completed his law studies 
in 1881 and was admitted to the state bar the same year. 
Also that year, Atlanta University bestowed upon him a 
Master of Arts degree.
 To begin his law profession, Wilson became partners 
with Grimké for a short period of time. He then worked 
alongside Judge George Lewis Ruffin until his death. He 
then joined forces with Ruffin’s son, Hubert Ruffin. The 
younger Ruffin would also die the following year and 
Grimké would practice law as a solo practitioner. Wilson 
married Mary Evans of Oberlin, Ohio in 1894.   
 In 1912, Wilson became the first African American 
member of the American Bar Association. He also be-
came a member of the Massachusetts Bar Association, the 
American Red Cross, the Massachusetts Men’s League for 
Woman’s Suffrage, was the third President and a Charter 
member of the Boston Literary and Historical Associa-
tion, a First Grand Counselor the Knights of Pythias, a 
33rd degree Mason, a Supreme Counselor of the Scottish 
Rite Lodges of America, and an Odd Fellow. In addition, 
Wilson served as an Auditor and Director of the Boston 
Home for Aged Colored Women and served as Secretary 
of the Board of Directors of the Harriet Tubman House. 
He was also a member of the National Board of Directors 
to the National Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP) as well as a member of the South 
End Improvement Association Executive Committee.
 Wilson was a member of the Republican Party and 
served as an Alternate Delegate-At-Large for two Repub-
lican Conventions. He served as an organizer and Charter 

member of the Republican Club of Massachusetts. For his 
service to the Party, in 1898, then Republican Governor 
Roger Wolcott appointed him as the Master in Chancery 
for Suffolk County. He was later appointed to the Board of 
Appeals for fire insurance rates by then Republican Gov-
ernor Samuel W. McCall.
 Wilson was pivotal in the Massachusetts Legislature 
amending an anti-discrimination law that banned racial 
discrimination in public places including barbershops, 
due to the fact that he was twice denied service at a bar-
bershop. Wilson and fellow attorney Clement Garnett 
Morgan were instrumental in eliminating discrimination 
in public swimming pools and successfully protested the 
Boston public schools eliminating the use of the book, 
“Forty Best Songs”, which had lyrics that used the word 
“darkey” and “nigger”.
 When the Tremont Theatre showed the screening 
of the controversial film, “The Birth of a Nation”, a film 
that depicted African Americans in an unsavory light and 
pushed for white supremacy, Wilson was a member of 
the legal committee that testified appeared before the 
State Senate Ways and Means Committee in 1915. He 
represented African American fugitives that had fled from 
the segregated South and fought against extradition on 
the grounds that if they were returned, they would be 
lynched. In that regard, Wilson was a member of the legal 
team that successfully defended John L. Johnson who had 
fled from Charleston, West Virginia after being charged 
with violating the Mann White Slave Act, an act that 
made it a felony to transport a woman or girl across state 
lines for prostitution or debauchery.
 Butler Roland Wilson died on October 31, 1939. He 
was seventy-nine years old. 

RHONDA
HUNTER
WILLS

…received her under-
graduate degree from the 
University of Texas at Aus-
tin in International Busi-
ness. She earned her Juris 
Doctorate degree from 
the University of Texas at 
Austin Law School. She 
clerked with Texas Su-

preme Court before becoming a member of the law firm 
of Vinson & Elkins, LLP based in Houston, Texas as an 
associate attorney. She focused on her attention to class 
action lawsuits for large corporations both nationally and 
internationally. 
 Wills would leave the law firm several years later after 
being denied a promotion to partnership. Before leaving, 
she filed a sexual harassment and discrimination lawsuit 
against the firm. The case was settled for an undisclosed 
amount and sealed through a confidentiality agreement.
 After leaving Vinson & Elkins, Wills joined forces 
with fellow attorney Juanita Jackson to form a partner-
ship, however, that partnership lasted for less than a year. 
She stepped out on her own and formed the law firm of 
Wills Law Firm, PLLC. She is licensed to practice in both 
New York and California. 
 Operating as a solo practitioner, Wills turned her at-
tention to representing clients against insurance compa-
nies and other corporate giants in cases involved with 
personal injuries, employment issues, sexual harassment, 
discrimination, and worker’s compensation cases. She 
took on cases of sexual assault, injuries caused while on 
public or private premises, and consumer fraud cases. 
Wills has argued cases in several courts, including the 
Southern, Northern, and Western Districts of Texas, the 
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals, all New York State courts, 
and the United States Supreme Court. She has won judg-
ments in excess of $75 million.
 Wills starred in a Houston based “docu-reality” TV 
show, “Sisters in Law”, which showcased the lives of sever-
al African American women lawyers practicing in the city. 
The show was aired on WE TV and had various themes 
ranging from rape and incest to suicide and death. The 
show was signed for ten weeks and eight segments with 
Wills and the others agreeing to be followed twenty-four 
hours a day for the ten weeks the show was to be aired.

 The show was designed to set itself apart from the cat 
fighting, bitch calling, and back stabbing reality shows 
that were being aired on national cable channels. The 
show wanted to show African American women who were 
not represented as angry or that married a rich athlete or 
entertainer. The show followed the women through their 
daily lives of client interviews, including accused mur-
derers, and took the viewers into the courtrooms with the 
women attorneys.
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JIMMY 
WILSON

   Wilson is a proven 
leader with an impres-
sive track record in both 
the public and private 
sectors. He has provid-
ed confidential advice 
to Fortune 500 firms, 
faith-based organiza-
tions, foundations, gov-
ernmental agencies (in-

ternational, national, state and municipal), non-profits, 
private equity placement firms, and individuals through-
out the United States and around the world. 
 He has negotiated business arrangements for some 
of the entertainment industry’s most recognized Celebs 
and Icons. He has performed services for some of the 
best names in their respective industries, including Hol-
lywood, the Fashion world, Sports Athletes, Amusement 
Operators, Nightlife social activities. Connecting his cli-
ents to the resources and results they seek, is what Wilson 
does.
 Wilson’s approach to his clients’ successes is to ap-
ply a cutting-edge strategic business management plan, 
implementing an understanding of the value of “brand” 
protection. Taking a Disney-style approach in client ser-
vice sensitivity, Johnson uses his network and access to 
decision makers in the industries he services. A quick 
study, he has overseen the closing of deals ranging from a 
mom and pop start-up business needing short term fixes 
to billion million dollar deals involving the development 
of inner harbors and mega shopping malls.
 In the commercial shopping center industry, Wilson 
has been a pioneer and leader in the model of corporate 
management leveraging people’s assets through diversity 
and teaming. In that, he has lead multi-disciplinary teams 
in most major markets in the United States, as well as the 
Middle East. Not one to waste time, his focus to the de-
tails allows him and his clients to maximize their efforts 
and energies to bring about the best result that one seeks.
 Wilson was hired by the middle eastern Qatar Foun-
dation/Sidra Medical & Research Center (SMRC) in Doha, 
Qatar to provide a Healthcare Retail Strategic Plan. The 
$9 billion medical campus the Foundation wanted to be 
build would be at the center of Qatar’s new “Education 
City”, designed primarily for women and children. The 
Healthcare Retail Plan that Wilson provided has the dis-

tinction of being only the second all-digital, paperless 
healthcare system in the world. The plan provided an 
environment that provided amenities  and services that 
would keep its’ clients on the medical campus, including 
dining, fitness work outs, and Shopping.
 In Texas, Wilson was asked to provide a Professional 
Business Plan for a Development Authority. The Authority 
was charged with the development and commercializa-
tion of a military base that was closing under the 2005 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment (BRAC) Commis-
sion’s orders. Wilson was called in to oversee the trans-
formation of the 1,250-acre military base having 400 
buildings. Wilson and his team completed a Market Con-
dition Analysis and Retail Plan for the Authority.
 Wilson then completed a project for Johns Hopkins/
HEBCAC in Baltimore, Maryland. For them, he created 
a Professional Strategic Business Plan and community 
outreach program for Hopkins $2 billion Biotechnology 
Park. The neighborhood revitalization plan required 500 
families to be relocated. Wilson developed a “Rules of 
Engagement” component to the proposed development 
that resulted in a Business Inclusion Agreement. The 
agreement, approved by the community and its political 
leaders, gave the residents, the citizens of Baltimore, and 
Hopkins’ management team assurances and comfort that 
propelled the redevelopment initiative to the next level.
 Wilson has directed many commercial real estate de-
velopment management projects. He has created retail 
merchandising and leasing policies for 14 regional ur-
ban marketplaces and shopping centers, comprising 16 
states and associated field offices. Wilson has overseen 
the grand openings of many of the largest shopping malls 
in the U.S. with attendances in excess of 4.5 million. 
 Wilson has managed over eighty projects around the 
world  that have generated retail sales in excess of $2.5 
billion. Many of the standards widely used in the retail in-
dustry today in shopping malls around the world, Wilson 
has had his hand in the development and management 
of the them. His system of institutionalizing “graduated 
rents”, “co-branding”, and execution of “letters of intent” 
is currently being used by sixteen national retail chain 
accounts.
 As well as a lawyer, Wilson is indeed an entrepre-
neur. He has owned seven businesses in California, the 
District of Columbia, Maryland, Michigan, New York,  
and Pennsylvania.

LIONEL
WILSON

…was born on March 4, 
1915 in New Orleans, 
Louisiana to Louise and 
Jules Wilson. When he 
was three years old, his 
family moved to Oakland, 
California where he grad-
uated from predominantly 
white McClymonds High 

School in 1932 with honors. After graduation he went to 
work for a local newspaper.
 After working for several years at the newspaper, Wil-
son entered the University of California at Berkley where 
he received a Baccalaureate degree in Economics in 
1939. To support himself while in undergraduate school, 
he worked as a porter, in a sugar factory, as a laborer, and 
dishwasher. He participated in on the University sports 
teams as a gift athlete playing baseball, basketball, and 
tennis. After completing undergraduate school, he was 
drafted to a semi-professional baseball team but retired 
from the sport in 1943 due to racial discrimination and 
exclusionist policies.
 He enlisted into the United States Army and served 
in World War II. He fought in a combat unit in Europe 
and made the rank of First Sergeant. After completing his 
military duties, Wilson enrolled into the Hastings School 
of Law in San Francisco, California where he received his 
law degree in 1949. With his new law degree, he entered 
private practice specializing in civil rights cases for both 
paid and pro bono clients.
 In 1953, Wilson ran for the Berkeley City Council un-
successfully. He made a second attempt in 1955 and lost 
that election as well. Five years later, he was appointed 
by then Governor Edmund G. Brown, Sr. as a Judge to the 
Oakland Municipal Court. He was the first African Amer-
ican to serve as a Judge in Alameda County.
 In 1965, Wilson was elected as the Chairman of 
the Oakland Economic Development Council, a federal 
government anti-poverty group. Four years later, Gover-
nor Brown named him to the Alameda County Superior 
Court. He remained on the bench for eight years before 
leaving the bench to run for the Mayor of Oakland.
 In his bid to become Mayor, Wilson received sup-
port from local labor groups, liberal Democrats, and the 
Black Panther Party. With his election, he became the first 

African American to serve as Mayor of Oakland. He was 
also the first non-Republican Mayor to serve in several 
decades. Wilson went on to be re-elected to three con-
secutive terms and was an advocate for civil rights and 
affirmative action. He was supportive of local businesses 
and his pro growth policies helped to propel economic 
growth for the downtown sector of Oakland. 
 Wilson was defeated in his fourth attempt for re-elec-
tion in 1990. His years of support of big business over 
neighborhood development had turned the tides of sup-
port and the African American voters voted against him. 
In the end, the escalating crack cocaine drug epidemic 
and his seemingly indifference to the increasing of in-
ner city issues led to his political power being eroded. 
Most importantly, his failure to have the National Football 
League’s Oakland Raiders return to the city was the final 
straw and he finished in third place during the election 
winning only 17% of the vote.
 Lionel Wilson died on January 23, 1998. He was 
eighty-two years old.
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MARGARET
BUSH
WILSON

…was born on January 
30, 1919 in St. Louis. She 
earned his undergradu-
ate degree from Tallade-
ga College in Talladega, 
Alabama and his law de-
gree in 1943 from Lincoln 
University Law School, a 
historically Black college 

in Jefferson City, Missouri. She was the second African 
American woman to be licensed to practice law in the 
state of Missouri.
 In her first professional job, Wilson worked for the 
federal government’s Rural Electrification Administration. 
After getting married, she started her own practice with 
her husband, Robert E. Wilson, Jr.. Unfortunately, the two 
would later divorce.
 In private practice, Wilson served as legal counsel to 
an African American family who had purchased a home in 
a whites-only section of the city and had the sale blocked 
by city courts because of the restrictive covenants em-
ployed. Wilson served as the litigator for the Real Estate 
Brokers Association in the case of “Shelley vs. Kraemer”. 
The U.S. Supreme Court heard the case and ruled upend-
ing state enforcement of restrictive covenants.
 In 1948, Wilson ran for a seat in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. She was the first African American wom-
an to enter the race in the state’s history. She ran as a 
Progressive Party member but later changed her affiliation 
changing to the Democratic Party
 Wilson served most of legal career specializing in 
issues surrounding housing law. She was a member of 
the legal team that challenged the state of Missouri’s re-
strictive covenants that barred African Americans from 
purchasing homes in whites-only neighborhoods in 
Missouri. Wilson’s efforts led to state court ruling in the 
landmark 1948 U.S. Supreme Court case of “Shelley vs. 
Kraemer”, which held that state courts could not consti-
tutionally prohibit the sale of homes and businesses to 
African Americans even if the property is covered by a 
legal racially restrictive covenant.
 Wilson became involved with the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and 
rose quickly through the organization’s ranks. She rose 
quickly to become the President of the St. Louis chap-

ter and President of the Missouri chapter. She organized 
demonstrations at St. Louis banks and other businesses to 
force them to hire African Americans for jobs historically 
reserved for whites. 
 In 1963, Wilson was elected to the National Board 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP) and was the first African American 
woman to head the organization. Twelve years later, in 
1975, she was named as the NAACP Chairman. Eight 
years after that, she fell out of favor with Executive Di-
rector Benjamin L. Hooks amidst a public feud. Hooks 
had questioned Wilson’s management of the organization 
and after her refusing to take part in an organizational 
accounting audit, she was unilaterally suspended from 
the NAACP for insubordination and improper conduct. 
The NAACP’s Board eight days later stripped her of all 
ceremonial duties. Wilson was then removed from her 
overall role at the NAACP. At the annual NAACP’s annual 
convention, she was refused the customary Chairman’s 
speech and later in the re-election campaign, she was 
denied a seat on the Board.
 After leaving her NAACP leadership post, Wilson re-
turned to St. Louis. She would to practice law in St. Louis 
for the remainder of her life. She died on August 11, 
2009. She was ninety years old.

JUDITH
ANN
WILSON

     ROGERS

...was born on  July 27, 
1939 in New York City, 
New York. She attend-
ed Radcliffe College in 
Cambridge, Massachu-
setts graduating in 1961 
with an A.B. degree. In 
1964, she received her 

J.D. from Harvard Law School, also located in Cambridge. 
Her LL.M. degree, she obtained in 1988 from the Univer-
sity of Virginia in Charlottesville.
 In her first job as an attorney, Rogers clerked on the 
Juvenile Court of the District of Columbia. After one year, 
she took a position as an Assistant US attorney for the 
District of Columbia. She remained in that position for 
three years.
 Rogers then left the Washington, D.C. area, taking a 
position in San Francisco, California as a staff attorney 
for the Neighborhood Legal Assistance Foundation. Three 
years later, she would return to Washington to assume the 
position as a trial attorney for the Department of Justice. 
During the 1970s, Rogers would work in several legal 
positions for the City of Washington, D.C. and the U.S. 
federal government. 
 In 1971, Rogers accepted the position of General 
Counsel, Congressional Commission on the Organization 
of the District Government. Serving in that position for a 
year, in 1972, she became Legislative Program Coordi-
nator, Office of the Mayor of Washington, D.C.. Working 
for then Mayor Walter Washington,  she served the city in 
this capacity for three years. 
 In 1974, Mayor Washington named her as Special 
Assistant for Legislation in his office. For five years, she 
handled litigation for the city. From 1979 to 1983, she 
assumed the position of Corporation Counsel for the city.
 From 1983 to 1988, Rogers was a judge on the Dis-
trict of Columbia Court of Appeals. In 1993, President 
Bill Clinton nominated her to replace then Judge Clar-
ence Thomas in his seat on the Court of Appeals as he 
had been nominated and confirmed as a Associate Justice 
on the U.S. Supreme Court. It was not long before Rogers 
was named  Chief Judge on the United States Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit.
 In one her more notable cases, in July of 2014, 
the Federal Circuit Court dismissed a case challenging 

Obamacare (The Affordable Care Act). Pacific Legal Foun-
dation, the plaintiffs, challenged the President Obama’s 
plan for a new American healthcare system based on the 
constitutional requirement that all revenue bills originate 
in the U.S. House of Representatives and Obamacare had 
not been. The Senate had taken a U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives’ bill, removed what was in the original bill but 
kept the House bill number. Arguing that the insertion of 
the President’s healthcare plan into a bill originated in 
the House but pushed through the Senate was unconsti-
tutional in its’ procedures, opponents of the healthcare 
plan were poised and eager for its’ defeat.
 The case was heard by a three-judge panel. Hearing 
the case were Rogers, Judge  Robert Leon Wilkins and 
Judge Cornelia T.L. Pillard. The three judges ruled that 
the law was not  intended to be a tax as the plaintiffs 
were arguing but instead it was meant merely to promote 
the purchase of health insurance for the public and to 
decrease the number of uninsured people in the nation. 
The judges, however, did rule that there was a tax penalty 
people who did not obtain health insurance. The three 
judges did find just as the Supreme Court found, that the 
plaintiffs claims were secondary to the true intent of the 
law. In late July of 2014, the Federal Circuit Court dis-
missed Pacific Legal Foundation’s case that challenged  
the enactment of Obamacare.
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HENRY
TRAVILLION
WINGATE

...was born on  January 
6, 1947 in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi. For his under-
graduate degree he at-
tended Grinnell College 
in Grinnell, Iowa. He 
graduated in 1969 with 
a B.A. degree. He re-
ceived his J.D. degree in 

1972 from Yale Law School in New Haven, Connecticut. 
 After completion of his degree requirements, Win-
gate became a law clerk in Jackson, Mississippi for the 
Community Legal Aid Department. He stayed with the 
department for only one year. He left the Department to 
open his own offices. Not long after opening his practice, 
Wingate was called to military duty. Answering the call, 
he enlisted into the U.S. Navy where he became a Lieu-
tenant in the Naval Legal Services Office (NLSO). 
 For two years, he served as a Assistant Defense Coun-
sel. From 1974 to 1976 he took the position of Trial 
Counsel. Leaving government, Wingate accepted a posi-
tion with Golden Gate University in San Francisco, Cal-
ifornia an Adjunct Instructor. After one year, he took the 
same position at Tidewater Community College in South 
Hampton Roads, Virginia.
  In 1976, Wingate took a position with the State of 
Mississippi as a Special Assistant Attorney General. After 
four years, he again left government to return to teaching. 
He took another Adjunct Professor position, this time at 
Mississippi College School of Law in Jackson, Mississippi 
from 1978 to 1983. He also decided to join the United 
States Navy Reserve. 
 Wingate became the Assistant District Attorney of 
the Seventh Circuit Court District, State of Mississippi in 
1980. After four years as Assistant District Attorney, he 
took the job as Assistant U.S. Attorney of the Southern 
District of Mississippi. He left that position in 1985.
 On September 11, 1985, President Ronald Reagan 
on the recommendation of Mississippi U.S. Senator Thad 
Cochran, nominated Wingate to become a federal judge 
for the United States District Court for the Southern Dis-
trict of Mississippi. Less than six weeks later, the United 
States Senate confirmed Wingate to his seat on the bench. 
In 2003, he was appointed Chief Judge serving as Chief 
until 2010.

 Judge Wingate while on the bench heard some nota-
ble cases. There were very few times where Judge Win-
gate received a critical review of his opinions and rulings. 
He was, however, was criticized on March 25, 2010 by 
a three judge panel of the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
The Court cited that Judge Wingate failed to enter a judg-
ment in a 2002 case in which a person won $1.3 million 
on a jury verdict against his former employer.
 Judge Wingate brought the ire of many because of the 
length of time it took to get a case through his court. He 
was known for delaying cases for weeks and sometimes 
months. Wingate heard the case of former Mississippi 
attorney Paul Minor, Bush-era political corruption case. 
Minor was facing facing a lawsuit from the insurance 
company USF&G which was a result of the criminal case. 
Some believe his slow and deliberate speed in ruling on 
cases could have been political while others felt he need-
ed the time to understand and rule appropriately.
 Wingate began to be attacked from the local press. A 
local newspaper questioned his ethics and his tempera-
ment in judicial matters. Other reports suggested he was 
either incompetent or lazy. The court logs showed Win-
gate had a larger amount of backlogged cases than that 
of other judges. His case log showed 49 cases and 97 
pending motions exceeding six months, the most of any 
sitting judge. The judge with the second highest number 
of pending motions, Judge Carlton Reeves, had a total of 
17. A third judge had 6 pending motions while there were 
0 pending motions for the remaining 11 sitting judges.
 Judge Grady Jolly of the Fifth Circuit once criticized 
Wingates’ court for the lack of speed in resolving cases. 
The Circuit’s Court’s Judicial Council had received filed 
complaints against the Southern District Court in Missis-
sippi. Judge Jolly also requested a rulling that Jolly’s court 
seek resources necessary to prevent problems that may 
not be necessary.
 Despite the attacks and criticism, Judge Henry Travil-
lion Wingate, not swayed, survived the negative press and 
continued his role as a federal judge for the United States 
District Court for the Southern District of Mississippi.

JAMES
HARRIS
WOLFF

…was born on August 4, 
1847 in Border Springs, 
Mississippi to Eliza and 
Abraham  Wolff. The family 
moved to Holderness, New 
Hampshire where he was 
raised. He was taught work 
ethics as a child and when 
old, while going to high 
school, he earned money 

by working as clerk at the local post office and as a helper 
in a small store. He completed his studies at the boarding 
school Kimball Union Academy in Meriden, New Hamp-
shire.
 With the outbreak of the Civil War, Wolff made an at-
tempt to join New Hampshire regiments, however the U.S. 
Government Army did not allow African Americans into its’ 
military units so Wolff enlisted into the U.S. Navy, which wel-
comed them. He reached the rank of Landsman and served 
on the USS Maratanza and the USS Minnesota. During the 
war, his unit served in the North Atlantic and the West Gulf 
and saw other action while protecting the Mississippi River. 
Wolff was honorably discharged from the Navy in 1865.
 Returning from the military, Wolff entered the New 
Hampshire College of Agriculture and the Mechanic Arts in 
Hanover. After two years at the college, he left moving to 
Boston, Massachusetts to study law with attorney and ex-
U.S. Congressman Daniel Wheelwright Gooch. Wolff also 
completed his college studies attending Harvard Law School 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. He was admitted to the Suf-
folk Bar Association in June of 1875.
 Wolff moved to Darien, Georgia to teach school for a 
year before relocating to Baltimore, Maryland. He was ad-
mitted to the Maryland Bar as the first African American to 
be admitted to practice in the U.S. Circuit Court. After prac-
ticing in Maryland for a period of time, Wolff returned to 
Boston and opened a office there.
 Wolff married Mercy Anna Birmingham in January of 
1880. The couple would have four children, a daughter and 
three sons. While establishing his law office, Wolff served 
as a clerk in the State House’ Adjunct General’s Office, ap-
pointed to the position by then Republican Governor John 
D. Long. 
 Wolff then became active in the local political and le-
gal scenes of Boston, becoming an acquaintance of George 
Lewis Ruffin, the first African American Municipal Judge 
to serve in the United States. Wolff began to speak out on 
the conditions of the African American community and 
gave speeches throughout Boston on the matter. He once 

was called upon to give a speech to a Republican gathering 
where he A Thorough Organization of the Negro Vote as a 
Factor in Political Victory”. 
 Wolff became even more active in the struggle for equal 
rights for African Americans. He successfully won several 
cases of discrimination, including bringing suit against a lo-
cal skating ring that refused to permit African Americans to 
use its’ facilities. Wolff brought three other suits against the 
same rink for similar refusals with the owner being fined 
each time.
 Wolff joined forces with two other attorneys to form the 
law firm of Walker, Wolff & Brown, the first African Amer-
ican law firm formed in Massachusetts. Wolff would leave 
the firm after on a few years to become the Chairman of the 
South End Equal Rights Association. He was a follower of 
Booker T. Washington, supported the Republican Party, and 
was critical of those that did not have the best interest of 
African Americans in mind.
 Judge Wolff possessed a profound knowledge of con-
stitutional law. His skilled abilities to litigate cases won 
decisions from many courts, including receiving favorable 
verdicts from the U.S. the Supreme Judicial Court of Massa-
chusetts. He tried many civil and criminal cases successfully 
during his lengthy career with one notable case being the 
case of Henry Taylor, a recent graduate from Boston Univer-
sity Law School and member of the Massachusetts bar. 
Taylor had moved to Baltimore, Maryland and had applied 
for admission to the Maryland State Bar with his application 
being denied due to his color. Wolff represented Taylor in 
the suit ordering that Wolff be allowed to become a member 
of the Maryland Bar. 
 The case was argued before the Maryland Court of Ap-
peals and did so extensively and exhaustingly. He pointed 
out the constitutionality of state statues that prohibited peo-
ple of color from being admitted to the state bar. Taylor’s 
presentation to the Court was articulated in a manner that 
his peers applauded his results.
 Wolff became the President of the Wendell Phillips Club 
and was a member of the Crispus Attucks Club. In 1889, 
both Clubs co-sponsored a banquet held to commemorate 
the life of Crispus Attucks and to remember the Boston Mas-
sacre. At the dinner, Wolff spoke out against America’s ex-
pansion in the Philippine Islands, citing forced occupation 
against the will of the people was not acceptable.
 For his profound stances on civil rights and his loyalty 
to causes important to human kind, then Commander John 
E. Gilman of the Massachusetts Grand Army of the Repub-
lic (GAR) appointed Wolff as the Judge Advocate General of 
the organization. He became the first African American GAR 
Judge Advocate General in the history of the United States. 
In 1901, Judge Wolff was elected as the Commander of the 
Massachusetts GAR being approved by a vote of 500 to 15. 
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DWAYNE
D.
WOODRUFF

…was born on February 
18, 1957. He received his 
undergraduate degree from 
the University of Louisville 
(UL) in Kentucky in Louis-
ville, Kentucky in 1979. He 
obtained his law degree in 
1988 from Duquesne Uni-
versity School of Law in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

 Woodruff entered the UL on a football scholarship and 
was a star for the team’s football team. He was drafted by the 
Pittsburgh Steelers of the National Football League (NFL) in 
the 6th round of the 1979 draft. In his first year in the league, 
the team won the coveted NFL Super Bowl XIV beating the 
Los Angeles Rams. During that year, Woodruff played in all 
sixteen games and during the playoffs that year, he made 
two interceptions, which helped propel the Steelers to their 
Super Bowl Championship.
 In 1982, Woodruff led all team members in interceptions, 
ranked as the co-leader of the NFL’s American Division, and 
was named the team’s Most Valuable Player. He would go on 
to lead or co-lead the Steelers in interceptions for five seasons, 
doing so in 1982, 1985, 1987, 1988 and 1989. Woodruff is 
ranked in fifth place on the Steelers All-time interceptions list 
with thirty-seven. He is also ranked third on the Steelers All-
time list for interceptions returned for touchdowns. If not the 
biggest, indeed it is one of the biggest interceptions Woodruff 
had, occurred against Miami Dolphins in December of 1988. 
He returned a pick seventy-eight yards to the Dolphins two-
yard line. The following play, the team scored for a 7-0 lead. 
The Steelers went on to win the game 40-24. Woodruff, as 
a defensive player, recovered four fumbles in his career and 
returned one sixty-five yards for a touchdown against the At-
lanta Falcons giving the Steelers a 7-0 lead. In that game, the 
Steelers went on to win 34-14. 
 While playing professional football, Woodruff studied 
for his Juris Doctor at Duquesne University School of Law, 
completed his requirements in 1988, and was admitted to 
the Pennsylvania State Bar that same year. He then accept-
ed a position as an associate attorney with the law firm of 
Meyer Darragh while still playing in the NFL. He performed 
in both professional fields for three years before leaving the 
NFL.
 In 1997, Woodruff became a founding member of the 
law firm Woodruff & Flaherty, P.C., now Flaherty Fardo, LLC 
in the Shadyside section in Pittsburgh. After eight years in 
private practice, he was elected, in 2005, as a Common 
Pleas Judge serving Allegheny County, which encompassed 

the city of Pittsburgh. Assigned to the Family Court Division, 
Judge Woodruff presided over the bench for his ten-year post 
and was re-elected to the Court in the 2015 with his term 
ending in 2026. In the 2015 general election, he made a run 
for a seat on the bench of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
but was unsuccessful in his campaign. He is set to run in the 
2017 elections, hoping to win a seat on the Court.
 In 1982, Judge Woodruff established the Woodruff 
Scholarship, which presents annually a $2,000 award to a 
deserving senior at Ohio’s New Richmond High School, his 
alma mater. In 2015, at New Richmond’s homecoming game, 
he presented to Ron Bird, the football coach, the “NFL Gold-
en Football”, and to commemorated the 50th anniversary by 
honoring high schools that produced Super Bowl players. For 
that school and other schools, Judge Woodruff and his wife, 
Joy Maxberry Woodruff, host a mentor recruitment breakfast 
for the Urban Pathways Charter School to raise resources for 
the school’s programs. He has participated in mock court 
trials for middle schools, high schools, and law schools and 
has been called upon to speak at several graduation ceremo-
nies and guest speaker at conferences and seminars.
 Judge Woodruff and his wife serve the community well 
with charitable giving through their Pittsburgh organization, 
“Do The Write Thing”. The couple serves as Co-Chairpersons 
of the program, which is a segment of the National Cam-
paign to Stop Violence (NCSV). It gives middle school stu-
dents an opportunity to study violence in their lives through 
classroom conversations and with written text aimed to en-
gage youth in the cause and effects of violence. The program 
encouraged students to examine their personal decisions 
and to commit to making positive ones. Judge Woodruff’s 
NCSV program gave empowerment to people allowing them 
to take control of their personal lives and to fight the cycle 
of family and domestic violence in their homes, schools and 
neighborhoods.
 Woodruff has served as the Chairman of the Board for 
the Urban League of Greater Pittsburgh and has served as 
the Vice President of the NFL Players Association. He also 
served on the Board of the United Way of Allegheny County 
and is a member of the Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity. For the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), Woodruff is a lifetime member.
 In his honor, University of Louisville dedicated the 
Woodruff Academic Center in Judge Woodruff’s. His foot-
ball jersey hangs in Papa John’s Cardinal Football Stadium 
as well. He has been inducted into the University of Louis-
ville Athletics Hall of Fame, the New Richmond High School 
Hall of Fame, the Kentucky Pro Football Hall of Fame, and 
the Kentucky Athletic Hall of Fame. Woodruff has been pre-
sented with the Kentucky Governors Cup Award as well as 
receiving a Judicial Outstanding Leadership Award from the 
Pennsylvania Juvenile Court System.

DEBORAH
C.
WRIGHT

…was born in Bennetts-
ville, South Carolina but 
raised in Dallas, Texas. 
She earned her Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Har-
vard University in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts 
and her law degree from 
Harvard’s School of Law. 

She remained at Harvard to obtain her M.B.A. degree.
 Wright began her professional career working for 
the First Boston Corporation and later the Partnership 
for New York City, New York. She was then appointed by 
then Mayor David N. Dinkins to the Board of the New 
York City Housing Authority and to the New York City 
Planning Commission. In 1994, Wright was appointed by 
then by Mayor Rudolph Giuliani as the Commissioner of 
the Department of Housing, Preservation and Develop-
ment. She is credited with creating an unprecedented ini-
tiative to privatize residential buildings belonging to the 
City of New York, which would allow New York residents 
to own their own apartments and homes. 
 In 1996, Wright was named as the President and CEO 
of the Upper Manhattan Empowerment Zone (UMEZ) 
where she served for three years. During her time at the 
UMEZ, she led the team of developers that executed an 
investment strategy that increased the economy of Har-
lem. A public sector funding campaign created a $250 
million capital budget to expand cultural and business 
businesses in the area. The influx of capital to Harlem 
brought recognizable name brand stores to the area, 
brought a movie theater chain in, and transformed finan-
cial transactions that allowed retail businesses the financ-
ing opportunities that had been closed to them. Wrights 
innovative approach to increasing community revenue 
was a benchmark for other areas across the country to 
expand their economic efforts to creating retail areas and 
to help those retailers survive.
 In 1999, Wright was named as the President and 
Chief Executive Officer of Carver Bancorp Inc. and Carv-
er Federal Savings Bank. Carver is the largest African 
American and Caribbean American publicly traded fed-
erally chartered savings bank in the United States. The 
bank has over $700 million in assets and branches spread 
across the inner city neighborhoods of Harlem, Brooklyn 

and Queens, New York. Under Wright’s leadership Carver 
grew in both deposits and reputation. The company did 
so well that it was named by Black Enterprise Magazine 
as the 2006 “Financial Services Company of the Year” 
and later named Wright as one of the “25 Most Powerful 
Women in Banking” in October of 2010. In 2005, she 
became the Chairman of Carver where she remained for 
fifteen years, retiring in 2016.
 In 2014, Wright was named as the non-executive 
Chairman of the Board of Carver Bancorp, Inc. where she 
remained for two years. In 2015, Wright served as a Se-
nior Fellow in the Economic Opportunity and Assets Divi-
sion of the Ford Foundation for one year.  She has served 
as a member of the Board of Directors to Citigroup Inc. 
and has sat on its’ Audit, its’ Consumer Compliance, and 
its’ Ethics and Culture Committees. She served as a Chair 
to the Audit Committee for Time Warner Inc. and as Chair 
to the Finance Committee for Voya Financial. Wright has 
served as the Audit Chair of the Executive Committee to 
the Board of Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center in 
New York City, New York and sat on the Boards of Kraft 
Foods, The Children’s Defense Fund, and the Harvard 
University Board of Overseers. In Addition, Wright is the 
founding Board member of the Lower Manhattan Devel-
opment Corporation that was given charges of rebuilding 
lower Manhattan after the September 11, 2001 terrorist 
attack on the World Trade Centers in New York City.
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JONATHAN
JASPER
WRIGHT

…was born on February 
11, 1840 in Luzerne Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania. His family 
moved to Montrose, Penn-
sylvania when he was six 
years old. He attended ele-
mentary and high school in 
Montrose during the winter 
months only. During the 

warmer weather months, he worked the farms spread across 
Susquehanna County.
 Having saved some of the money he had earned work-
ing the farms, Wright was able to enroll into Lancasterian 
University at Ithaca in New York. After completing his course 
studies, he returned to Montrose. He was able to land a job 
“reading the law” for a local law firm, the only job a black 
wanting to practice law could do at that time. For additional 
financial support, he took at job as a teacher while working 
at his law profession. 
 In 1864, Wright was named a Delegate to the National 
Convention of Colored Men meeting in Syracuse, New York. 
The Convention was held to coordinate activities aimed at 
calling for a nationwide ban on slavery. Chaired by aboli-
tionist Frederick Douglas, the Convention passed resolutions 
that not only called for the ending of slavery in the Unit-
ed States, but also called for racial equality under the law 
and to end universal suffrage for all blacks in the country. 
The Convention was pivotal in ending slavery in the United 
States.
 After two years at the Montrose law firm, he took a simi-
lar position in a Judge’s office in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. 
He applied to take the Pennsylvania Bar exam but was de-
nied because of his race. He decided to leave Pennsylvania, 
accepting a teacher’s job in Beaufort, South Carolina with 
the American Missionary Society. Wright’s assignment was 
to create and organize schools for freed blacks and to give 
them legal advice. Not earning enough money on his teach-
er’s salary, he also worked as a day laborer to supplement his 
income.
 After the Civil War ended, Wright returned to Montrose 
demanding that he be given the opportunity to take the Bar 
exam. With times changing, somewhat, the examining com-
mittee saw that Wright was qualified and recommended 
that he be allowed to take the exam. Taking and passing the 
exam, Wright was admitted, on August 13, 1865, into the 
Pennsylvania State Bar and the privilege of practicing law in 
the state.

 A year after entering the Pennsylvania State Bar, Wright 
was appointed by then General Oliver Otis Howard to head 
the new created Freedmen’s Bureau branch in Beaufort. The 
Bureau had been established by the U.S. War Department, 
now the Department of Defense, to oversee the relief, ed-
ucation and well being of the freed slaves after the ending 
of the Civil War. Wright was charged with issuing rations, 
clothing and medicine to the many blacks that had left the 
South seeking a better life in the North. Many of them land-
ed in Pennsylvania.
 In 1868, Wright again left Pennsylvania, returning back 
to South Carolina. He took and passed the South Carolina 
Bar exam and became a legal advisor for the Freedman’s Bu-
reau. While working for the Bureau, he was selected to be a 
member of South Carolina’s Constitutional Convention. He 
was selected as the Convention’s Vice President and assisted 
in the drafting of the judiciary section of the State Consti-
tution. Those drafts were included in the draft of the final 
Constitution. They remain a part of the South Carolina Con-
stitution today. 
 Wright then ran for a State Senate seat. He was elected 
as a Senator serving Beaufort County. In 1870, at the young 
age of thirty, he was appointed to the South Carolina Su-
preme Court. In the upcoming election, Wright was elected 
to a full six-year term. During his time on the bench, Wright 
wrote eight-seven opinions and participated in 425 cases. 
He dissented in only one of those cases. He became Justice 
of the Court and served for seven years. He left the Court 
after the white Democratic Party, using fraud, intimidation 
and violence, gained control of the states politics.
 With control of state politics, the Democratic con-
trolled legislature made an attempt to impeach Wright from 
his seat on the Supreme Court alleging corruption and mal-
feasance. Wright denied the charges and vowed to fight the 
charges. Realizing that he would not survive the charges, he 
resigned from the bench in 1877. Leaving the bench, he re-
turned to private practice, opening an office in Charleston, 
South Carolina.
 After practicing law in Charleston for a short time, 
Wright moved to Orangeburg, South Carolina. There, with 
the approval of the Board of Trustees, he established Claflin 
College’s law department. He taught classes and served as a 
Trustee to the Board.
 Jonathan Jasper Wright died of tuberculosis at his 
Charleston home on February 18, 1885. After his death, 
Avery College in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, bestowed upon 
Wright an honorary Doctor of Laws degree. 

EDWARD
HERBERT
WRIGHT

… was born on Septem-
ber 28, 1863 in New 
York City, New York. He 
attended New York City 
public schools before 
enrolling into the Col-
lege of the City of New 
York. He completed his 

graduate studies in 1881 at the age of seventeen.
 He took a job teaching for three years at a New Jersey 
school. He then moved west to Chicago, Illinois, penni-
less. He had worked his way from New Jersey to Chicago 
as a Pullman porter on the train. Arriving in Chicago in 
1884, he found a job working in a real estate office and 
beginning to become associated with the political land-
scape of Chicago. 
 He found a better job in the Registry Department at 
the Post Office. His industrious work ethics and he ded-
icated resolve drew the attention of Republican Party 
leaders. Wright was then selected to serve in the County 
Clerk’s Office. After serving well there, he was pegged to 
run for a Committee seat representing the Second Ward 
of Chicago. He ran and was victorious in his campaign 
and became the first African American to serve Chicago 
as a Committeeman. Wright served on the Committee for 
six years.
 While serving on the Committee, Wright was able 
to work with his white counterpart politicians to secure 
advancement opportunities and appointed posts for qual-
ified African Americans. He brought change to Chicago’s 
white political landscape by reputably and consciously 
trying to find common g round. A man of his word, if 
Wright took on a task, he stayed with it until resolved one 
way or the other, but resolved.
 In 1988, the Republican National Convention was 
held in Chicago. Wright, an active participant, was given 
the position as Bookkeeper and Railroad Incorporation 
Clerk in Springfield, Illinois. His appointment made him 
the first African American to have ever served as a clerk in 
the Illinois state government. With the next election there 
was a political party change and Wright left Springfield 
and returned to the Chicago city clerk’s position he held 
before. 
 In 1895, Wright became a South Town Clerk, remain-
ing for one-year. He then entered the race to become a 

County Commissioner in the 1896 general election. He 
won the race to become only the third African American 
to have achieved such a position. Wright was admitted to 
the state bar that year as well.
 In 1915, Wright was appointed by then Chicago May-
or William Hale Thompson as the Assistant Corporation 
Counsel for the city of Chicago. He became the high-
est paid African American employee working for the city. 
Four years later, he was named as the Special Attorney 
for the Traction Commission. The following year, in 1920, 
Wright was elected as the African American Ward Com-
mitteeman representing the Second Ward as a Republi-
can.
 With his election to the legislative arm of the city, 
Wright became the first African American to become a 
Committeeman. He held the responsibilities of nominat-
ing judges and who to send to a state or national con-
vention to represent the Committee. As a race conscious 
man, Wright ensured that African Americans be a part of 
any contingency representatives. He lobbied successfully 
for other white Committeemen to side with him to create 
more and better opportunities for African Americans.
 Wright has been credited with creating countless 
jobs for African Americans in the legislative branch, in-
cluding judges, senators, and state representatives. In 
1927, Wright retired from political life. After having a dif-
ference of opinion with the Mayor of a nomination for a 
First Ward seat, the Mayor turned away from Wright and 
Wright lost his seat in the next election. 
 Wright not only left politics, he left Chicago. He 
moved to Rochester, Minnesota where he died on August 
6, 1930. He was sixty-six years old. 

Photo Not 
Available
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A.
PRICE
WOODARD

…was born on January 
26, 1919 to Lenora Work 
Woodard and Ambrose  
Price Woodard. 

 In 1961, Woodard, as 
a Republican, was elect-
ed to the School Board 

and served on the Board for four years. He drew some 
criticism from the African American community where 
some believed he was a “Negro agent for the white pow-
er structure”. The 1960s were a mix of peaceful living 
mixed with assorted civil rights demonstrations and pro-
test having government officials and community leaders 
being assassinated.
 In 1967, Woodward was elected to the Wichita City 
Commission. Two years later, he was named the President 
of the Commission. With the outbreak of the riots associ-
ated with civil rights demonstrations and protests, Wood-
ward worked to calm the African American communities 
and established a reputation as a concerned community 
leader.  

 The Wichita City Commission is tasked with appoint-
ing a Mayor if the current Mayor were to resign, become 
incapable of performing the duties of the office, or die 
while in office. There came a time when such a vote was 
necessary and the Committee members selected Wood-
ard to serve as the Mayor of Wichita, Kansas for one year. 
He was the third African American to head a large U.S. 
city, following only Washington, D.C. and Cleveland, 
Ohio.
 After Woodward, Wichita would not elect another Af-
rican American Mayor until 2007, when Carl Brewer was 
elected to the post. Brewer served for two four-year terms 
and due to term limits could not seek re-election. 
 After his retirement, in his honor, the city of Wichita 
built an inner city park and named it the A. Price Wood-
ard Park located at 401 West Douglas in Wichita. The 
land for the park was purchased by the city of Wichita 
in 1972 from the Urban Renewal Agency. The beautiful 
multi-level park has waterfalls, fountains, a water pool, 
and an amphitheater. The park also has a performing art’s 
center, a convention center that sits adjacent to the Ar-
kansas River, a picnic area, and a food court. 
 
 

WILHELMINA
MARIE
“MIMI”

                 WRIGHT

…was born on January 
13, 1964 in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia. She received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
at Yale University in New 
Haven, Connecticut cum 
laude. She earned her 

Juris Doctor from Harvard’s Law School in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. 
 Wright began her legal profession in 1989 serving as 
a clerk for Judge Damon Keith. After two years clerking, 
she joined the Washington, D.C. law firm of Hogan & 
Hartson, LLP as an associate attorney. Four years later, 
Wright joined the Minneapolis, Minnesota office of the 
United States Attorney’s Office. Her responsibilities at the 
office centered on prosecuting complex economic fraud 
cases and violent crimes.
 In 2000, then Governor Jesse Ventura appointed 
Wright as a Judge to the Ramsey County District Court 
where she served for two years. He then appointed her to 
the Minnesota Court of Appeals where she served for ten 
years. At the end of that post, the current Minnesota Gov-
ernor, Mark Dayton, appointed Judge Wright to the Min-
nesota Supreme Court. She was the first African American 
woman to serve on the Minnesota Supreme Court. She 
also represented school districts across the country as le-
gal counsel.
 On April 15, 2015, then President Barack Obama 
nominated Judge Wright to serve on the bench of the 
United States District Court for the District of Minnesota 
as a United States District Judge. Her confirmation was 
passed by a U.S. Senate vote on January 19, 2016 with 
Wright receiving a favorable vote of 58-36. 
 Judge Wright has given legal opinions and was called 
upon to speak on varied subjects both domestically and 
internationally. She served as a consultant of criminal jus-
tice training the developing the rules of law in Geneva, 
Switzerland. Judge Wright was the first jurist and first Af-
rican American to serve as a state district judge, an appel-
late court judge, and a state Supreme Court Justice. 
 For her dedicated service to the legal profession, she 
has been given many distinguished awards, including the 
Myra Bradwell Award from the Minnesota Women Law-

yers and the Lena O. Smith Achievement Award from the 
Black Women Lawyers Network. Judge Wright also re-
ceived the B. Warren Hart Award for Public Service from 
the Saint Paul Jaycees. In addition, she received a Special 
Achievement Award and a Director’s Award for Public 
Service from the United States Department of Justice. 
 Judge Wilhelmina Marie Wright is married to Dan 
Schmechel. They have one daughter. 
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GEORGE
HENRY
WOODSON

...was born on 1866 
in Wytheville, Virginia 
three days before the 
ratification of the 13th 
Amendment. His father, 
George, was a farm la-
borer, and his mother, 
Lena, was a homemak-
er. He graduated from 

Petersburg College in 1890. In 1896, he completed his 
collegiate studies at Howard University’s law school in 
Washington, D.C.. Woodson arrived in Iowa with the U.S. 
Army’s 25th Infantry. He served the military from 1890-
1893 as an NCO. Woodson was one of the co-founders 
of the Niagara Movement and later became Deputy Di-
rector of Customs in 1924, IN 1924, he became Commis-
sioner of the Virgin Islands and was appointed a Repre-
sentative of the Virgin Islands to the Republican National 
Convention.
 In 1925, Woodson assisted in the founding of the 
Iowa Negro Bar and the National Bar Association. A 
prominent lawyer having offices in the coal-mining town 
Buxton and Des Moines, Iowa, he became first President 
and Resident Emeritus of both organizations and a super 
hero to the Black legal community. 
 Nearly four million African Americans benefited from 
the abolition of slavery in the United States when it end-
ed. George grew up hearing firsthand stories from his par-
ents about American slavery, which help steer him to a 
lifelong commitment for justice and equal rights.
 Woodson’s first wanted a career in the military. On 
June 11, 1883, he enlisted, in Louisville, Kentucky, to 
Company I of the 25th Infantry. He claimed to be twen-
ty-one years old. He was accepted and five years later, 
in June 1888, he earned his Honorable Discharge as a 
Private at Fort Missoula, Montana. Leaving Montana, he 
returned to Virginia and enrolled in the Virginia Normal 
& Collegiate Institute (now Virginia State University). He 
earned, two years later, a Bachelor’s degree. He graduat-
ed from the Howard University Law School in 1895. 
 In February 1896, he opened a law office in Muchak-
inock, Iowa, a company-owned coal-mining town in Ma-
haska County. Several years later, he had formed a legal 
partnership with S. Joe Brown, a State University of Iowa 
Phi Beta Kappa and Law School graduate. The remained 

partners for twenty years. In 1921, Woodson moved to 
Des Moines to serve as Deputy Collector of Customs, a 
position he held for twelve years. until his death, ten days 
after suffering a stroke in July of 1933. 
 Woodson, along with others, in 1900 founded the 
Iowa Chapter of the Afro-American Council. Two years 
later, he called on all African American attorneys in Iowa 
to meet in Des Moines to establish the Iowa Negro Bar 
Association. Five years later, in 1905, Woodson would 
answer the call of  W.E.B. DuBois to the “Talented Tenth”, 
purposed to found an all-black national civil rights orga-
nization. From these calls, Woodson became one of “the 
Original 29” members of the Niagara Movement, which 
advocated full civil rights for African Americans, a fore-
runner of the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP). Ten years later Woodson 
would again assist  DuBois in NAACP interests, becom-
ing one of the charter members of the Des Moines Branch 
of the NAACP. In 1925, Woodson and other attorneys 
founded the National Bar Association in Des Moines. 
Woodson’s hard work and leadership was recognized as 
he was elected as the organization’s first President. From 
this position, he continued to work on behalf of his con-
stituents. In 1926, President Calvin Coolidge appointed 
him to head the commission to investigate conditions in 
the Virgin Islands. 
 Woodson is also credited with “fathering” the Repub-
lican Party amongst African Americans in Iowa. This cred-
it was given shortly after his move to the state in 1896. He 
quickly became the party’s black leader. In June of 1898, 
he ran unsuccessfully for the Republican nomination for 
Mahaska County Attorney. He tried again to run for office 
seeking the Republican nomination for a seat in the Iowa 
House. This attempt met the same fate as did his first at-
tempt a year earlier. 
 Despite those losses, Woodson remained a sought-af-
ter speaker. His speeches touched on many subjects and 
were unapologetically partisan. He believed that blacks 
should own their land and gain equal rights through con-
ventions. He believed that progress came through affili-
ating with organized labor so not to lose an opportunity 
to affiliate and fraternize where one could make friends, 
secure for the black race a lasting benefit.
 His views earned him a seat at the 1901 Republican 
State Convention and a 1912 nomination to the state leg-
islature, the first for an African American in Iowa history. 
He continued working on behalf of African Americans 
until his death on 
July 7, 1933.

SHEILA
A.
WOODS-SKIPPER

…received her Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1978 
from the University of 
Pennsylvania in Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania 
and obtained her Juris 
Doctor from Temple 
University School of 
Law also located in Phil-

adelphia. After receiving her law degree, in her first pro-
fessional job, she served as a law clerk to Judge Charles 
Wright of the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas. 
Woods-Skipper spent three years as a law clerk before 
leaving to become an Assistant District Attorney in the 
Homicide Unit to the city of Philadelphia’s Major Trial’s 
Division.
 In 1999, Woods-Skipper was named as a Judge on 
the bench of the Philadelphia County Court of Common 
Pleas. Her elected term was for four years. Pennsylvania’s 
Court of Common Pleas consists of ninety judges divided 
between the Trial Division, Family Division, and the Or-
phans’ Court Division, which covers estate law. The elect-
ed Presiding Jude of the Court presides in the position for 
five years. Judge Woods-Skipper was assigned to the First 
Judicial District’s Administrative Governing Board, which 
operated similarly as a Board of Directors for the District 
would. She later became the President Judge of the Court.
 In January of 2016, President Judge Sheila Woods- 
Skipper was appointed by the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court to serve as Chair of the Administrative Governing 
Board of the First Judicial District of Pennsylvania. In 
that role, she was responsible for the assignments of all 
newly appointed elected Judges to one of the divisions 
of the court and had power to request from the Supreme 
Court assigned services of Senior Judges to help dispose 
of back logged cases in the Philadelphia County Court. 
Judge Woods-Skipper also set the appointments for out-
of-county Judges to preside over special conflict cases 
and assigns judicial chambers for the Court of Common 
Pleas.
 Judge Woods-Skipper, as President of the Court Judg-
es, adopted and implemented new rules, initiated inno-
vative administrative orders, and set directives to improve 
the overall operations of the Court. She prepared an Emer-
gency Judge Schedule, which assigned a Court of Com-

mon Pleas Judge to preside over cases during off-Court 
hours when an emergency arises. Judge Woods-Skipper 
also ensured that the Election Court, which had numerous 
satellite locations be adequately staffed judicially during 
all primary and general elections that gave enabled citi-
zens wishing to exercise their right to vote ample time to 
do so.
 Judge Woods-Skipper was in charge of the Court’s li-
brary wherever the Court established a library. She also 
held responsibility over the Court Messenger Service, the 
Mental Health Review Office responsible for all hearings 
pursuant to the Mental Health Procedures Act of 1976. 
In addition, she supervised petitions seeking to modify 
monetary judgments, sureties associated with violations 
of bail and failure to appear orders, and maintains the 
Disbarment Docket for attorneys suspended or disbarred 
by the Supreme Court.
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FREDERICK 
T.
WORK

…was born on August 
27,1935 in Nashville, Ten-
nessee to Edith McFall 
Work and John W. Work 
III. He received his under-
graduate degree from Fisk 
University in Nashville, 
Tennessee where he played 
basketball as a member of 

the school’s basketball team. He remained in Nashville, to 
obtain his law degree from Vanderbilt University’s School of 
Law. He was one of the first two African American students 
to receive a law degree from Vanderbilt.
 In 1960, he married Beverly Myers, his college sweet-
heart, and the two moved to Gary, Indiana where he began 
his legal career, which would span for over fifty years. The 
couple had two sons, Frederick Work, Jr. and Kevin G. Work, 
who both became doctors. Work, in building his law prac-
tice, dedicated his time to servicing his client’s needs and 
becoming involved in local politics in Gary. 

 While building his law practice, Work served in other 
positions, including serving as attorney for Calumet Town-
ship, serving on the Board of Directors for the Federal Pub-
lic Defender Program, and serving as the First Chairman of 
the Lake County Combined County Election Board. Work 
has served as a member of the Lake County Board of Reg-
istration, has served as the Director of Internal Security for 
City of Gary, and has served as a Criminal Justice Instructor 
at Calumet College. Work was also a member of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), was a Frontiersman, and served as the Boule’ for 
the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.
 He became supportive of many civic organizations in 
the city and his hard  work paid off when in 1972, he was 
elected as a Court Judge in the Gary, Indiana Court. He was 
the first African American to be elected to the Court’s bench 
in the history of the Indiana court. 
 Frederick L. Work, after falling ill and needing surgery, 
died on September 13, 2010.  He was seventy-four years 
old.

THELMA
WYATT
CUMMINGS

          MOORE

…was born on July 6, 1945 
in Amarillo, Texas to Annie 
Lavernia Lott Wyatt and 
James Odis “J.O.” Wyatt, 
Sr.. She was raised during a 
time when segregation was 
the norm of the times and 
racial hatred was rampant. 
At the age of four, she wit-

nessed her family’s home be burnt down by the Ku Klux Klan 
due to her father’s help to the African American community as 
a physician. At the age of ten, after the passage of the legend-
ary 1954 U.S. Supreme Court case of “Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation”, her father ran for a seat on the Amarillo School Board. 
The Ku Klux Klan again appeared to intimidate her family and 
a cross was burned on their family’s new front yard. 
 Wyatt Cummings Moore graduated from Amarillo’s Carv-
er High School before attending the University of California, 
Los Angeles (UCLA) where she received her Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1965. She majored in Zoology and French and 
became a member of the Pi Delta Phi Honor Society before 
graduating. She then entered the Illinois Institute of Technolo-
gy in Chicago, Illinois through a Psychodynamics Fellowship 
for a year. 
 In 1971, Wyatt Cummings Moore obtained her Doctor of 
Law from Emory University School of Law in Atlanta, Georgia 
as the only African American woman enrolled in the law pro-
gram. She graduated form Emory with distinction and earned 
the highest score on the exam. In leaving Emory, she was in-
ducted into the Bryan Society, became a member of the Na-
tional Law Honor Society, and served as the Order of the Coif.
 Wyatt Cummings Moore entered the legal profession and 
her career grew rather quickly. She practiced private law for 
several years before becoming a trial attorney for the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) under the 
guidance of “Mr. Civil Rights”, Donald L. Hollowell. She then 
accepted a position as General Counsel to the Institute for En-
trepreneurship and Management where she worked for Judge 
Horace T. Ward. 
 In 1977, Wyatt Cummings Moore was appointed to the 
Atlanta Municipal Court by then Mayor Maynard H. Jack-
son. She was later appointed to the bench on the Atlanta City 
Court. In being appointed to both courts, Judge Wyatt Cum-
mings Moore became the first African-American woman to 
serve on both of the State Courts of Georgia. Five years later, 
she was elevated to the Superior Court of Georgia, the busiest 
trial court of all the state’s courts.

 Judge Wyatt Cummings Moore eventually became the 
Chief Administrative Judge of the Fulton County Superior 
Court, the first woman and the first African American wom-
an to serve in that capacity. On the Court, Chief Judge Wy-
att Cummings Moore provided strategic leadership aimed to 
bring about equal justice to the state courts and the citizens 
it served. She founded the Family Court in Fulton County, 
which became a model for other county courts and set polic-
es adapted by other courts in Georgia and across the United 
States.
 After being re-elected to the bench six times and serving 
for thirty years, Chief Judge Wyatt Cummings Moore stepped 
down and retired from the Court. She founded her own law 
firm, Moore Law LLC and continued to serve the legal profes-
sion as a private practicing attorney. She focused her attention 
to advising government agencies, major corporations, public 
and private institutions, and individual clients with their legal 
needs. Judge Wyatt Cummings Moore developed the ability to 
handle complex legal matters through neutral certified medi-
ations, which saved both plaintiff and defendants time and at 
many times, money. During that time, she also served as the 
legal counsel to Ethics Boards and to the Marketing Depart-
ments for several Georgia municipalities.  
 Judge Wyatt Cummings Moore has served as the Chair-
woman of the Judicial Council of the National Bar Asso-
ciation, has served on the Board of Governors of the Joint 
Center for Political and Economic Studies, and served on the 
Joseph E. Lowery Institute for Justice and Human Rights at 
Clark Atlanta University in Atlanta.  She served as Chair of 
the Emory University Board of Visitors, served as an Emory 
University Board of Trustee, served as a member of the Emory 
Law School Council, and served on the Advisory Board of the 
Center for Ethics at Emory.
 Judge Wyatt Cummings Moore, in helping law students 
to enter the profession, taught law courses at Emory School 
of Law, Clark Atlanta University, and Morris Brown College, 
also located in Atlanta. In giving honor to Chief Judge Wyatt 
Cummings Moore for her dedicated service to the judicial 
bench, the Fulton County Government commissioned and 
unveiled a portrait of her to be hung on display in the Ful-
ton County Justice Center Tower. She was presented with a 
Legacy Award from the Gate City Bar Association, a National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People’s Legacy 
Award, a Concerned Black Clergy President’s Award and the 
Randolph Thrower Lifetime Achievement Award for his com-
mitment to humanity. In addition, the Gate City Bar Associa-
tion inducted Judge Wyatt Cummings Moore into its’ Hall of 
Fame. Judge Wyatt Cummings Moore was once married to 
Judge Luke C. Moore but after his death later married Arthur 
B. Cummings, Sr.. They have two daughers, Khari Sekou and 
Ayanna Rashida.
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JAMES 
ANDREW
WYNN, JR.

          

…was born on March 17, 
1954 in Robersonville, 
North Carolina. He received 
his Bacnelor of Arts degree 
in 1975 from the University 
of North Carolina at Chap-
el Hill. He earned his Juris 
Doctor in 1979 from the 
Marquette University Law 
School in Milwaukee, Wis-

consin. He would further his legal education obtaining a Master 
of Laws in Judicial Process in 1995.
 After graduating from law school, Wynn enlisted into the 
U.S. Navy and the Judge Advocate General’s Corps. He served 
on active duty for four years and was stationed at the Navy base 
in Norfolk, Virginia. Wynn would remain a member of the Navy 
for the next twenty-six years serving in the Navy Reserve as a 
military judge. He left the Navy in 2009 having reached the 
rank of Captain. 
 Returning from the military, Wynn moved to North Caroli-
na where he opened a law practice having offices in Greenville 
and Wilson, North Carolina. During the next decade, he would 
serve the local community in general practice issues. Some 
cases centered on discrimination and civil rights while others 
focused on family and domestic laws. In 1999, Wynn was nom-
inated by then President Bill Clinton to become a Judge to the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. After be-
ing confirmed without a hearing from the U.S. Senate Judiciary 
Committee, he served on the Court for ten years before being 
elevated in 2010 to serve as a Justice on the North Carolina 
Supreme Court. Justice Wynn also served as a member of the 
American Bar Association and served as Chair of the Appellate 
Judges Conference and Chair of the Judicial Division.

 In 2009, Justice Wynn was once again nominated for a seat 
on the Fourth Circuit. This time, then President Barack Obama 
made the nomination. The nomination was confirmed on August 
5, 2010 by unanimous consent by the U.S. Senate and resumed 
the bench a few days later. While serving on the bench, Justice 
Wynn  served as the Chair of the American Bar Association’s 
Judges Advisory Committee on Ethics, as Chair of the American 
Bar Association’s Appellate Judges Conference, and as Chair of 
the American Bar Association Judicial Division.
 Justice Wynn has been given many distinguished and hon-
ored awards and citations during his illustrious career. A few of 
the awards bestowed upon him include winning a Meritorious 
Service Medal three times, receiving a Navy Commendation 
Medal twice, and being given a Naval Reserve Medal. He was 
also presented a National Defense Service Medal and a Global 
War on Terrorism Medal.

ALBERT 
RUSSELL
“AL”

           WYNN

…was born on September 
10, 1951in Montgomery 
County, Pennsylvania. He 
received his undergraduate 
degree in Political Science 
from the University of Pitts-
burgh in 1973. While study-
ing for his undergraduate de-
gree, Wynn was initiated as a 
member of the Beta Epsilon 

chapter of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity. He began his graduate 
studies in Public Administration at Washington, D.C.’s Howard 
University before entering D.C.’s Georgetown University where 
he earned a law degree in 1977.
 After law school, Wynn accepted a position with the Con-
sumer Protection Commission in Prince George’s County, Mary-
land as its’ Executive Director. After four years as Executive Di-
rector, he left to open his own law practice, Albert R. Wynn 
and Associates. While building his law practice, he became 
involved with the local politics of Prince George’s County.
 In 1982, Wynn founded his own law firm before being 
elected to the Maryland House of Delegates, serving for five 
years. He then ran for a seat in the Maryland Senate and was 
victorious in his bid and served for five more years in the State 
Senate. Wynn would rise amongst his fellow peers to become 
the Deputy Majority Whip.
 In 1992, Wynn was elected as the Democratic representa-
tive to the State of Maryland’s Fourth Congressional District in 
the U.S. House of Representatives. He served in Congress for 
eight terms and represented the voters and residents of Mont-
gomery County and Prince George’s County, Maryland. He 
lost his 2008 bid for re-election to rising political star, Donna 
Edwards. While in Congress, Wynn served on the Energy and 
Commerce Committee as Chairman of the Subcommittee on En-
vironment and Hazardous Materials. As Chairman, he had ju-
risdiction over matters involving drinking water, toxic chemical 
usages and the nation’s toxic cleanup superfund. He also served 
as a member of the Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality. 
Wynn was a member of the Congressional Black Caucus, served 
as Chairman for the Political Action Committee, and as a mem-
ber of the Minority Business Task Force and the Environmental 
Justice Task Force.
 Congressman Wynn sponsored several legislative bills that 
were introduced to Congress during his term. He supported im-
proved federal contracting opportunities for small and minority 
businesses and was recognized for his efforts on behalf of the 
Small Business Administration when he received the Adminis-
trator’s Leadership Award twice. He supported then President 

George Bush’s and Vice President Dick Chaney’s energy bill 
some thought to have far to much favoritism and controversial 
to the economics of the African American communities.
 In his 2000 re-election, Wynn made national headlines 
when his estranged wife, Jessie Wynn, who served as the Cam-
paign Manager for Wynn’s Republican opponent, John B. Kim-
ble, appeared on a local radio show to represent Kimble’s cam-
paign. She hit a nerve in African American women voters when 
she made the claim that he did not have respect for African 
American women. She went on to say that he had left her for 
a white woman, something she felt an African American man 
should never do. He survived the dissolution of his marriage 
and kept his seat in Congress.
 During the Iraqi War debate, Wynn was one of only four 
of the thirty-sic Congressional Black Caucus members to vote 
in favor of the 2002 joint resolution that voted in favor of the 
Iraqi U.S. invasion. Voting along with Wynn were Bill Jefferson 
of Louisiana, Sanford Bishop of Georgia, and Harold Ford, Jr. of 
Tennessee. Wynn supported immigration laws that integrated 
illegal aliens into the U.S. society as long as the country had 
secure border control and provisions. He believed that once 
an immigrant is inside the country, they should be treated with 
respect and should receive fair treatment.
 Wynn lost his 2008 bid for re-election to rising political 
star, Donna Edwards. Ironically, Edwards had clerked for him 
when several years before and had run against him in the previ-
ous election where Wynn squeaked out a win to remain in Con-
gress wining 49.7 percent of the votes to Edwards 46.4 percent. 
In the 2008 election, Edwards criticized Wynn for his support of 
the Iraqi War, for being in favor of the repeal of the estate tax, 
for giving support to then President Bush and Vice President 
Dick Cheney’s controversial energy bill, and pointed out that 
he was to much aligned with the Republican Party and not the 
constituents that elected him to office. She vowed to serve the 
voters in the way she was charged to and not align herself other-
wise. After receiving several key endorsements, Edwards easily 
pulled ahead of Wynn projecting over 60% of the vote. Wynn 
suddenly decided to resign his seat in Congress, which called 
for a special election. Edwards was elected to complete Wynn’s 
term and took her seat in the U.S. Congress. 
 After leaving Congress, Wynn became a partner in the law 
firm of Dickstein Shapiro. The firm is a large lobbying group 
whose clients include the tobacco industry, the entertainment 
industry, energy, and the software industry. Wynn also rep-
resents matters related to as the Teamsters. After serving the 
mandatory one-year away from Congress, he became a lobbyist 
on Capitol Hill.
 Wynn currently serves as the Senior Director at Greenbert 
Traurig, LLP. He is a member of the Kappa Alpha Psi Fraterni-
ty and is married to his wife, Clore Wynn with two daughters, 
Gabrielle and Meredith. The family attends the Maple Springs 
Baptist Church in Capital Heights, Maryland. 
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WILLIAM 
FRANCIS
YARDLEY

...was born in 1844 in 
Knoxville, Tennessee to a 
white Irish mother and a 
black Father. Although this 
made the child “free by 
birth”, the parents facing 
a future lifetime of racial 
abuse, abandoned the baby 

leaving it on the door steps of a white family. The Yardley’s 
took in the baby, naming and raising it as their own. 
 Although he was being raised by the Yardley’s, his ad-
opted white family, because of the segregated South, he had 
to attend the school designated for colored children. The 
school, located in Ebenezer, Tennessee, now West Knoxville, 
was taught by Thomas William Humes, a St. John’s Episcopal 
Church Rector and Union sympathizer during the Civil War. 
During that era, blacks had one school for students of all ages.
  Yardley’s parents, wanting much more for their adopted 
child, provided him with the opportunity to read and write 
early. Up until he turned  twenty-one years of age, Yardley 
was provided with the best apprenticeships available. While 
studying in Ebenezer, Yardley read every law book avail-
able. He had as his mentor Tennessee’s Knox County judge 
George Andrews. In 1870, Yardley married Elizabeth Stone, 
and two years later, at twenty-eight years old, Yardley passed 
the bar.
 Soon thereafter, he was elected to Knoxville’s Board 
of Aldermen where he served a one year term. In his law 
practice, Yardley’s clients were primarily African American. 
Although he had several larger clients, such as Continental 
Insurance Company, he tended to take on clients that need-
ed better representation but were not financially secure. He 
was known to handle criminal cases for black clients where 
without him, they may not have any representation at all.
 He served as Knox County’s Justice of the Peace from 
1876 until 1882. He published Knoxville’s first black news-
paper in 1878, the Knoxville Examiner. The paper promoted 
African-American rights, advocated for the poor, and stood 
for better labor laws. In 1882, he established a second news-
paper, The Bulletin. 
 In the summer of 1876, while serving as Justice of the 
Peace, Yardley was given the position as the Second Assis-
tant Fire Chief for Knox County. Appearing at a local Repub-
lican rally, he was prevented from speaking because of his 
race. Angered, he traveled to the state Republican conven-
tion in Nashville. There he spoke abou the exclusion. He 
spoke against proposed miscegenation laws and Tennessee’s 

segregated schools. He even proposed for the removal of 
racial references in the state Constitution. That pronounce-
ment raised the ire of the mostly white convention delegates. 
To everyone’s surprise, he then announced that he would 
run for Governor.
 In the 1876 gubernatorial election, Yardley ran as an 
independent for the top job in the state of Tennessee. The 
state’s Republicans decided not to oppose Democrat James 
D. Porter, so Yardley entered the race. His political platform 
stood against segregation, unfair labor laws, and was vehe-
mently against the state law allowing “first class train fares 
for second class passengers”, which effected only the poor.
 Despite the negative and racist rhetoric he faced, Yard-
ley continued his campaigning across the state. The politi-
cal and media onslaught was ravaging. Newspapers began 
to print horrible racist editorials about him. The Knoxville 
Tribune, once printed in its’ paper, calling Yardley an “ego-
tistical darky who practices law when he is sober enough 
and not engaged in doing the dirty work for the Republican 
machine”.
 Yardley did have support from other newspapers and 
political patrons. Despite their support, it wasn’t enough as 
he finished fourth, with less than one percent of the vote. He 
returned to his law practice and continued helping people 
and his community in his way, protecting their rights. 
 Despite losing the gubernatorial election, Yardly contin-
ued his calling giving his support to African American can-
didates running for elected office. He called on blacks to get 
involved with the political agendas. His campaigning and 
support helped elect between 1880 and 1900, six black al-
dermen in the city’s Fifth Ward.
 Within a few years, Yardley would become the first 
African American attorney to appear before the Tennessee 
Supreme Court. He argued against a Tennessee law that 
required jailed inmates to work in order to pay the costs 
of their prosecution. Yardley lost the case and that practice 
would stand for several more years before being abolished.
 One of Yardley’s more high profile trial cases occurred 
in October of 1919. Maurice Mays, a local mulatto, (a name 
given to a person of mixed race, black and white), had been 
arrested, accused of the murder of a white woman. Yardley 
came to his defense. Although there was no evidence intro-
duced linking Mays to the crime, he was found guilty and 
sentenced to death by execution. The murder was the spark 
that ignited the infamous Knoxville Riot of 1919. That riot 
was, many say, the city’s worst racial incident in the city’s 
History.
 After years of service to the Knoxville, Tennessee cit-
izens, the people of the State of Tennessee, and most im-
portantly, his family, William F. Yardley died in Knoxville, 
Tennessee on May 20, 1924. He was eighty years old.
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